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RAN

DURATION AIRING

PUBLIC 

INTEREST

Arbor Day Gov. Bill Haslam has proclaimed March 1 as Arbor Day in Tennessee to

recognize the importance of trees to our state. This year’s state celebration will

be held in Knoxville, which has been designated a Tree City USA community

for 22 years. The Arbor Day celebration, hosted by the City of Knoxville Tree

Board and the Tennessee Department of Agriculture, will be held at the Ijams

Nature Center. Knoxville earned the honor of hosting this year’s state Arbor

Day celebration by being recognized as the state’s Tree Board of the Year in

2012.Citizens can also show their support for Arbor Day by visiting local retail

nurseries and garden centers for Tennessee grown trees. Selecting locally

grown trees not only add value to your home but help ensure success with a

quality product that is already acclimated to Tennessee’s growing conditions. A

list of nurseries and garden centers with locally grown trees is available at

www.picktnproducts.org. Arbor Day is a national observance, which is

recognized at different times based on a region’s ideal conditions and climate

for tree planting and care. Arbor Day in Tennessee is always recognized the

first Friday in March.

2/22/2013 0:56 12:07 & 16:07



HUMAN 

INTEREST

Legislation for 

infants born to 

drug-addicted 

mothers

Legislation intended to improve health outcomes for infants born to drug-

addicted mothers won passage in the Senate Health and Welfare Committee

on Wednesday. Senate Bill 459, sponsored by 12th District State Senator Ken

Yager of Harriman, encourages pregnant women who misuse prescription

opioids to access early prenatal care and drug rehabilitation. In exchange, they

would be given a safe harbor from having their parental rights terminated

through a petition filed by the Department of Children’s Services due to

prenatal drug abuse. The safe harbor only applies if the mother meets certain

requirements set out in the bill to protect the health of the unborn baby. The

Safe Harbor provision only applies if the mother is seen by an obstetrician

provider within the first 20 weeks of her pregnancy who determines that she

has used prescription drugs that could jeopardize the unborn baby. The bill

requires treating physicians to give priority at public treatment centers to

pregnant women seeking care through provisions of the legislation. The bill

now goes to the Senate floor for final consideration. 

3/4/2013 0:57 12:05, 16:05, 

17:03, & 

3/5/13    7:05



EDUCATION HOPE 

Scholarship 

changes

The Knoxville News-Sentinel is reporting that as many as 2,800 students 

statewide could lose their HOPE scholarship over the next two years due to a 

law passed in 2011 capping students' eligibility at the minimum number of 

hours required for their degree program. Because the stipulation was 

retroactive to freshmen who started receiving the award in fall 2009, this is the 

first semester the rule is keeping large numbers of students from receiving 

their scholarship before the end of their fourth year. The News-Sentinel 

reported that HOPE scholarships are coming to an end for the students 

essentially because they've taken too many hours over the years. State Sen. 

Doug Overbey — who warned of the unintended burden on high-achieving 

students when the legislation was first passed — plans to once again submit a 

bill to bridge the credit hour gap, allowing students to take eight full semesters 

even if they have already hit the number of credit hours required for 

graduation. The original cap was implemented as a way of financing an 

expansion of the scholarship program that would allow students to use the 

scholarship money in the summer and graduate faster. He has also notified 

the governor of his intent to refile the bill and has talked to administrators in the 

UT system, who appeared to be in agreement.

1/11/2013 1:00 12:07 & 16:07

.



HEALTH Cookeville 

Regional 

Hospital 

Expansion

The Cookeville Herald-Citizen recently reported that the expansion to the 

emergency department at Cookeville Regional Medical Center in is nearly 

complete. In 2012, the hospital reportedly treated more than 47,600 

emergency patients. With an average increase of 1,000 patients each year, it’s 

easy to see why expanding the hospital’s emergency department was 

necessary. Linda Crawford, CRMC Chief Clinical Officer told the Herald-

Citizen, “This is based on volume. The ER has grown. In the last five years it’s 

almost 1,000-plus (additional visits each year) — a tremendous amount of 

visits. There’s no end in sight.” When construction on the $1.5 million project 

began earlier this year, the emergency department had 12 critical care rooms 

and 14 clinical rooms. Once finished, 11 new exam rooms will be added to the 

roster for a total of 37 emergency rooms. A clinical area will also be open 12 

hours a day to treat minor emergencies. The Herald-Citizen reported that other 

improvements include a dedicated EKG room for emergency patients 

experiencing chest pains as well as larger Triage rooms that can 

accommodate two patients. The expansion is expected to officially be 

completed early next month.

1/1/2013 1:14 12:05, 16:05, 

17:05, & 

1/2/13  7:05



WEATHER Severe 

Weather 

Awareness 

Week

Throughout the week a number of aspects of severe have been highlighted as

part of the annual observance of Tennessee’s Severe Weather Awareness

Week. The week closes out focusing on how to prepare for severe weather.

One of the best ways is to keep informed. The National Weather Service

utilizes NOAA Weather Radio All-Hazards to broadcast continuous weather

information 24 hours a day, every day of the year. The state of Tennessee is

served by 21 NOAA Weather Radio (NWR) transmitters with several

surrounding transmitters outside the state covering Tennessee counties.

Watches, warnings, advisories and special weather statements are given the

highest priority on NWR and are frequently updated with critical weather

information. NWR is also a major part of the Emergency Alert System (EAS),

hence the “All-Hazards” tag, with improved technology to more efficiently

process critical weather warning information through commercial broadcast

outlets. In addition, there is a new type of alert message on your mobile

device. Geo-targeted Wireless Emergency Alerts, or WEAs, began being

transmitted by most cell phone providers in the summer of 2012. Also,

Tennesseans can keep up with the latest weather information by following the

National Weather Service office for their area via Twitter or Facebook.  

2/22/2013 1:12 12:04, 16:04, 

17:04, & 

2/23/13  7:04


