
1/3/15 - Federal authorities have arrived at the scene of a Lyon Connty plane crash that a 7-year-old girl 
survived after it killed four members of her family. Kentucky State Police Sgt. Dean Patterson says 
Federal Aviation Administration officials have arrived, and investigators with the National 
Transportation Safety board also were expected to get to the scene on Saturday. Patterson says in a 
statement that the victims of the Friday evening crash have been identified as 48-year-old Marty 
Gutzler; 46-year-old Kimberly Gutzler; their daughter, 9-year-old Piper Gutzler; and her cousin, 14-
year-old Sierra Wilder. All four were from Nashville, IL. Police say the name of the 7-year-old girl is 
being withheld at the request of family. 

1/5/15 - Many gas stations in Paducah and western Kentucky are now selling gas for less than two 
dollars a gallon for the first time in recent memory. According to GasBuddy's daily survey of gas 
outlets in Kentucky, Paducah prices now start at $1.97 on the southside, and 1.98 in the mall area, as 
well as several stations off I-24 exit 3. In western Kentucky, Calvert City featured gas at 1.93; Murray 
1.98 and Mayfield 2.01. Kentucky prices yesterday were $1.24 per gallon lower than the same day one 
year ago and are 57 cents per gallon lower than a month ago. The national average has decreased 53 
cents per gallon during the last month and stands $1.12 per gallon lower than this day one year ago.  

1/6/15 - Kentucky lawmakers returned to Frankfort on Tuesday to begin the 2015 legislative session. 
Democrats in the House of Representatives are expected to re-elect Rep. Greg Stumbo of Prestonsburg 
as House Speaker. Republicans will elect new leaders following a disappointing election season where 
they did not reduce the Democrats' eight seat majority. The state Senate begins the session with the 
largest Republican majority in history.  

1/6/15 - New Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell has told his colleagues that "a lot of hard work 
awaits." McConnell took the helm of the Senate Tuesday after Republicans formally assumed the 
majority. In brief remarks, McConnell said that along with the work "many important opportunities 
await too." He has said that the Senate's first bill would approve construction of the Keystone XL oil 
pipeline from Canada to the Gulf Coast. Becoming majority leader has been the Kentucky senator's 
longtime goal after 30 years of service in the Senate. 

1/7/15 - Democratic Gov. Steve Beshear used his last State of the Commonwealth address to lay out an 
aggressive agenda for his final year in office that includes a statewide smoking ban, requiring more 
children to ride in booster seats and protecting heroin users who seek help from minor drug charges. 
Beshear has presided over some of the most challenging economic times in recent memory, overseeing 
more than $1.6 billion in state budget cuts during the economic recession. But the governor sounded a 
more optimistic note this year, highlighting the state's recent economic successes to set the table for the 
Democratic Party's nominee for governor. 

1/8/15 - Wet Seal is closing 338 stores, about two-thirds of its locations, resulting in nearly 3,700 full- 
and part-time workers losing their jobs. The retailer, which sells clothing, footwear and accessories for 
teen girls and young women, said that it decided to proceed with the store closings after looking at its 
overall financial condition and because it wasn’t able to negotiate meaningful concessions from 
landlords. The closings were effective on Wednesday, and included the Paducah location at Kentucky 
Oaks Mall. 
 
1/8/15 - Less than a year after the purchase and installation of the largest flat-top crane in North 
America, Paducah-McCracken County Riverport Authority has seen it pay off. On Wednesday, 
Executive Director Ken Canter announced to the Paducah Rotary Club that PRA has entered into a 
service agreement with PTC Seamless in Hopkinsville, a manufacturing facility that moved into 



Kentucky last spring. He confirmed to West Kentucky Star Thursday that PRA will be moving raw 
materials from barges onto trucks that will deliver to the facility. There's a chance they might partner 
with P&L Railway for transport, too. 

1/9/15 - Kentucky's health care exchange, kynect, has newly enrolled 3,000 people in health coverage 
the past three weeks, and the state says more than 114,000 Kentucky residents have enrolled or 
renewed plans since open enrollment began eight weeks ago. The total includes people who have newly 
enrolled in private plans, qualified for Medicaid coverage or renewed private plans they purchased last 
year. The state says Kentucky had more than 521,000 people enroll in coverage through kynect last 
year. Of those, 75 percent reported they were uninsured before signing up through kynect. Open 
enrollment continues through Feb. 15. 

1/9/15 - A Paducah man faces abuse charges, after police say he assaulted his six-week old son. A 
representative of the Department of Community-Based Services in Louisville told Paducah police her 
office was contacted by Kosair Children’s Hospital concerning an infant who had been injured. 
Medical personnel reported the child had broken ribs and bleeding on the brain. Police say their 
investigation determined 21-year-old Justin Godman of Clay Street squeezed his infant son and shook 
him because he wouldn’t stop crying. The incident reportedly occurred in Paducah about two weeks 
before the child was admitted to Kosair Children's Hospital in Louisville. Godman is charged with first-
degree criminal abuse. He was arrested by authorities in Louisville and booked into jail there. The 
infant is being treated for his injuries. 

1/11/15 - The McCracken County Sheriff’s Department received multiple calls of loud explosions or 
gunfire type sounds every few hours on Sunday. According to deputies, the calls that were received 
Sunday depicted identical sounds but were heard at the same time from areas in Reidland all the way to 
areas near the Graves County line south of Lone Oak. Deputies investigated the noises and found no 
evidence of any fireworks, explosions or gunfire. Deputies said it's possible that the area is 
experiencing similar incidents like we experienced last winter when the area began to thaw after cold 
weather. Deputies contacted the National Weather Service office in Paducah and were told there was no 
seismic or atmospheric activity in the area that would cause the sounds but it's possible that the noises 
are due to the area thawing.  

1/12/15 - Marshall County has sworn in a new judge-executive.  She is Chyrill Miller, the widow of 
Marshall County's late judge-executive, Mike Miller. She was sworn in Monday at the county 
courthouse by District Judge Jack Telle and Circuit Judge Dennis Foust. Governor Steve Beshear on 
Friday appointed her to fill the vacancy left by her husband's Dec. 15 death. Beshear said in a statement 
that Miller will not run this fall when Marshall County voters elect a new judge-executive. The filing 
deadline to run for the office is Jan. 27. Mike Miller, a Democrat, was 70 when he died after collapsing 
at work. He was judge-executive for 40 years and was re-elected to another term in November. Miller 
said in a statement she intends to carry on her husband's legacy.  

1/13/15 - Three arrests have been made related to the burglary of a southern Illinois church. First 
Apostolic Church called the Marion Police Department on Friday, and said several items had been 
taken. A police investigation found the missing property, and three men were arrested. George B. 
Smith, Aaron J. Henderson and Kaleb S. Terry were charged with burglary, criminal damage, and 
possession of stolen property. Police also believe these men are responsible for other burglaries in 
southern Illinois. 

1/13/15 - The Paducah City Commission made some changes to the city's Alcoholic Beverage 



Ordinance at its meeting Tuesday evening and it means good news for businesses in Paducah that sell 
alcohol. Business owners that sell alcohol will be allowed to extend their hours for a license fee of 300 
dollars annually and the measure would also allow horse parks to sell alcohol. New regulations will 
also allow alcohol sales by-the-drink to establishments that seat half as many people as before. These 
changes were made to comply with new state laws already in place. 

1/15/15 - A jury trial has been postponed for a 30-year-old man accused of fatally stabbing two 
southern Illinois bank employees and critically wounding a third during an attempted robbery. James 
Watts of Cairo has pleaded not guilty to charges filed in connection with the May holdup at the First 
National Bank branch in Cairo. The Southern Illinoisan reports a trial had been scheduled for this 
month, but it's been postponed until the U.S. Department of Justice decides whether to seek the death 
penalty. A new jury trial date has been set for mid-August. The president of the bank branch, 52-year-
old Anita Grace of Olive Branch and another employee, 52-year-old Nita Smith of Wickliffe, Kentucky, 
were killed in the attempted robbery. A 23-year-old woman survived.  

1/15/15 - A Benton man faces theft charges, after police say he stole money from someone's bank 
account. On Wednesday, a Marshall County sheriff's deputy arrested 21-year-old Andrew M. Woodford 
for theft by unlawful taking over $10,000. Police said Woodford had been transferring funds from 
another bank account to his own over a period of time. Woodford reportedly admitted to creating the 
accounts and transferring money from the victim's account. Woodford was taken to the Marshall 
County Detention Center. 

1/15/15 - Calloway County's head football coach Brad Lawson is resigning after issues arose in the 
department's budget. John McMillen of Calloway County Schools confirmed that Lawson will not be 
coaching the team next fall, and that Lawson will resign when his teaching contract expires June 30. 
McMillen said Lawson's financial oversight of the football budget led to a situation where some bills 
were not paid as budgeted. He stressed that money was not missing, but that some financial obligations 
were not met due to mismanagement. After school officials became aware of the situation, Lawson 
tendered his resignation from both of his jobs.  

1/15/15 - Attorney General Jack Conway on Thursday announced the arraignment of a former caregiver 
charged with recklessly abusing a vulnerable adult at a long-term residential care facility. According to 
Conway's office, 61-year-old David McClure of Mayfield was arraigned Wednesday in Marshall 
District Court on one count of recklessly abusing or neglecting an adult. McClure worked as a 
caregiver for a 28-year-old developmentally disabled resident of Community Alternatives of Kentucky 
in Benton. In July 2013, McClure is alleged to have violently pulled and twisted the arms of the victim 
to restrain him while he was sitting in a chair. The victim is alleged to have suffered bruising as a result 
of the incident. 

1/17/15 - Representatives from West Kentucky Rural Electric Cooperative and the Hickman-Fulton 
Counties Rural Electric Cooperative met Thursday to begin exploring issues related to a possible 
merger of the two utilities. In a news release, officials said the two cooperatives, which together 
provide electric service to 35,000 residents from Kentucky Lake to the Mississippi River, have worked 
together at the state and federal level on legislative and regulatory issues over the years and have 
shared resources when necessary.  The two utilities are set to meet again in February.  

1/20/15 - A man waiting to cross a downtown Paducah street was killed Tuesday afternoon after being 
struck by a vehicle. Paducah Police said 24-year-old Anthony S. Little, of Paducah told them he was 
driving south on 4th Street and proceeded into the Kentucky Avenue intersection with a green light, 



when a car driven by 72-year-old Benjamin S. Pease, also of Paducah ran the red light. Little’s vehicle 
then struck Pease’s car in the driver’s side, causing Pease’s car to spin and strike 57-year-old Jeffrey J. 
Meyer as he stood on the sidewalk at the southeast corner of the intersection. Several witnesses saw the 
crash happen, and police said they confirmed what Little told them. Meyer was taken by Mercy 
Regional Ambulance to Baptist Health Paducah, where he was pronounced dead. Neither Little nor 
Pease was reported injured. 

1/20/15 - A "listening session'' on an Army proposal to make deep cuts in personnel stationed at Fort 
Campbell has attracted a capacity crowd more than an hour before the event. Tennessee Gov. Bill 
Haslam and Kentucky Lt. Gov. Crit Luallen were among the numerous politicians and community 
leaders scheduled to appear at the Tuesday event on the sprawling post. The meeting was held at the 
post's 600-seat Family Resource Center, and officials set up two satellite locations for the overflow. 
According to an Army report, the post could lose up to 16,000 soldiers and civilians, who in turn have 
more than 24,000 spouses and children living in the community. 

1/21/15 - Paducah Power System and Kentucky Municipal Power Agency have attained one of the key 
elements to PPS’s Rate Recovery Plan. According to a PPS news release, Assured Guaranty, Ltd 
notified PPS late Monday it will provide the utility and KMPA with the first phase of surety bonds the 
two entities were seeking. The bonds, which are essentially insurance policies, will replace debt reserve 
funds that will be used to reduce purchased power costs. PPS Officials said the surety bonds, combined 
with better management of PPS’s power supply requirements and power generating assets by a new 
portfolio manager are keys to stabilizing PPS’s finances and allowing Paducah Power to provide rate 
relief for its customers. The utility expects to close on the surety bonds by mid-February. The second 
phase of surety bonds is expected to occur in a separate transaction with a different insurance company 
this spring as part of KMPA’s debt refinancing. The surety bonds will provide short term financial 
assistance to Paducah Power while PPS pursues long term restructuring of its excess power generating 
assets. 

1/21/15 - A Jury has recommended a sentence of 96 years in prison for a Paducah man, after finding 
him guilty of several drug and weapons charges. On February 12, detectives with the McCracken 
County Sheriff’s Department Drug Division  arrested 63-year-old Paul Lamb, of Paducah on drug and 
weapons offenses. The arrest reportedly came after detectives had purchased doses of Oxycodone from 
Lamb. Later in the investigation, a Deputy stopped Lamb as he left a local bar. Police said that during 
that traffic stop the deputy found marijuana packaged for sale, prescription pain medication, firearm 
ammunition, and over $2,000 police said they believed to be proceeds from illegal drug sales. Lamb 
was arrested and taken to the McCracken County Jail. Detectives later executed a search warrant at 
Lamb’s home on Markham Lane in Paducah. Police said they found two loaded handguns, over five 
pounds of marijuana, a large amount of prescription pain pills, methamphetamine, and various items of 
drug paraphernalia during the search. Lamb is set for sentencing in March before McCracken Circuit 
Judge Tim Kaltenbach.  

1/22/15 - A Paducah man is in jail after allegedly leading police on a multi-state high speed chase. The 
McCracken County Sheriff's Department says 21-year-old, Jordan S. Heisner of Paducah led deputies 
in Massac County, IL and McCracken County on a vehicle pursuit that at one point was in excess of 
100 mph. Heisner was taken into custody and booked into the McCracken County Jail.  No injuries 
were reported.  

1/22/15 - Wendell Ford, a former governor and U.S. senator who was the dominant figure in 
Democratic politics in Kentucky for 30 years, has died. He was 90. Glenn Taylor, president of Glenn 



Funeral Home and Crematory in Owensboro, says Ford died Thursday morning at his home. He said 
arrangements are pending. Ford retired in 1998 rather than run for a fifth term in the Senate. He was the 
Democratic whip, the party's No. 2 leadership post. He said it was important to represent his 
constituents' views, including protecting the coal and tobacco industries. Ford was known in some 
Washington circles as ``the Senator from Coal.'' 

1/23/15 - U.S. Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and Representative Ed Whitfield announced 
Friday the U.S. Department of Labor has approved nearly $4.6 million for the West Kentucky 
Workforce Investment Board to assist dislocated workers and their families affected by the end of 
uranium enrichment activities at the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant, as well as workers in 
Madisonville. The funding will help 875 workers from the Paducah Gaseous Diffusion Plant and 80 
workers affected by the layoffs at GE Aviation in Madisonville.  

1/25/15 - The Kentucky State Police force is about 100 troopers short of its authorized staffing level, 
due in part to retirements and challenges in finding recruits. The agency currently has 910 troopers, 
including 69 new trainees that graduated last week. Trooper Paul Blanton at state police headquarters in 
Frankfort told The Messenger Inquirer a recent cadet class had 63 graduates, but there were 62 trooper 
retirements during the cadet training period.  

1/26/15 - Second district state Representative Richard Heath of Mayfield is running for state 
Agriculture Commissioner. Heath plans to file for office today in Frankfort. The filing deadline is 
Tuesday. Heath, a republican, has served the second district since 2013. He was reelected to a second 
term in November of last year. Heath is the owner of Heath Building Material in Graves County. Heath 
said he spoke with current Commissioner of Agriculture James Comer before making his decision.  
Comer is a candidate for governor.  

1/26/15 - The Paducah Power System Board of Directors voted Monday to hire Gary Zheng as the 
utility’s new General Manager. According to a PPS news release, Zheng spent 18-years at Lubbock 
Power & Light in Lubbock, Texas, serving as President and CEO from 2005 until July, 2014. Prior to 
that, Zheng held the positions of Chief Operating Officer, Superintendent of Electrical Distribution and 
Manager of the Electrical Engineering Department. PPS also says Zheng is credited with turning 
around LP&L, which was near bankruptcy, increasing the company’s cash reserves from $26,000 to 
more than $100 million. Zheng will begin work Monday, February 9. 

1/27/15 - Work to remove and dispose of waste from two sections of an old warehouse at the U.S. 
Department of Energy’s Paducah Site is complete. The nearly 29,000-square-foot eastern end of the C-
746-B warehouse was used to store materials and equipment from within the Paducah Site. According 
to a DOE news release, cleanup contractor LATA Environmental Services of Kentucky LLC began 
removing equipment and debris in May 2014, and in November finished shipping waste to a 
commercial disposal facility. The project was accelerated as a result of additional funding that DOE 
received from Congress in early 2014. 

1/27/15 - The new general manager of Paducah Power System brings along some professional baggage 
as he moves from Lubbock, TX to western Kentucky. Dr. Gary Zheng was just hired by the utility, 
which has been highly scrutinized since rates have skyrocketed, related to the current economy and 
debt service from their investment in the Prairie State Energy Campus. But PPS board members 
apparently liked their new man enough to face more criticism over his past. Zheng's last job as general 
manager of Lubbock Power and Light ended with his termination without cause last July, after several 
attempts by a recently revamped board to oust him. He had been with the company in various positions 



for 18 years, and received a severance package of about $700,000. The news website 
everythinglubbock.com reports that in October of 2013, Zheng was accused of mishandling bids on a 
major supply contract. An outside law firm investigated and found nothing illegal, but the bids were 
thrown out. The website reported that Zheng admitted he took information from someone associated 
with the bid process, which created the appearance that one bidder had an unfair advantage. Andrea 
Underwood of Paducah Power said the local utility's board vetted Zheng "very rigorously."  

1/29/15 - Crews have marked a milestone in the construction of a new navigation lock at Kentucky 
Dam. The Paducah Sun reports a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers contractor topped out the first massive 
concrete pillar for the addition on Wednesday. It is a significant step in finishing the 1,200-foot-long 
lock. The entire project is expected to be completed in 2023. The purpose of the lock is to relieve 
bottlenecked marine traffic caused by the current 600-foot-long lock. The newspaper reports the size of 
the current lock coupled with the high traffic on the Tennessee River causes delays of seven to nine 
hours at times for commercial tows. 

1/29/15 - A developer's plan to build a Hilton Garden Inn in downtown Paducah has hit a major snag. 
In a news release, Mayor Gayle Kaler said Senate Hospitality, the developer behind a project to build 
the hotel attached to the Paducah McCracken County Convention & Expo Center has failed to secure a 
bank loan for the project, which was one of the requirements mandated by the city commission. Kaler 
said city officials are continuing to work hard to make the project an eventual reality, and applauded the 
developers for their willingness to invest in the project. She said the project has taken more time than 
anticipated due to financial issues and other factors, including hotel design. Kaler said the city's 
incentive package for the project remains intact. The $19.2 million project was to be financed by 
Independence Bank, but it is unclear now if there is any chance of that happening in the future.  

1/31/15 - Harrah’s Metropolis Casino recently sold the North Star, the motor vessel that once housed 
their floating casino that traveled along the Ohio River. The floating casino operation was established 
in 1993 when Player's Riverboat Casino opened. After owning the operation for several years, Harrah's 
built a land-based casino and hotel in 2006. The motor vessel North Star left its Metropolis dock on 
Saturday morning. Harrah's didn't indicate what the vessel will be used for in the future. 

1/31/15 - The Nuclear Regulatory Commission has formally notified Honeywell of a violation in how 
the company classified a chemical leak last October. The company originally classified the October 26 
release of UF6 as a "plant emergency", but in a Notice of Violation the NRC informed Honeywell that 
the leak should have been classified as an "alert." The NRC report also says the plant properly 
mitigated the release, and did not cause any danger to the community.  

2/2/15 - A shuttered western Kentucky college has placed its bankruptcy case on hold until it can start 
collecting $11.7 million in student debt in hopes of returning to operations as a Bible college. The 
Paducah Sun reports Mid-Continent University attorney Mark Whitlow filed a request last week asking 
the federal bankruptcy court to extend its deadline to submit a reorganization plan to May 1. It was 
originally due on Thursday, but the school says it is still waiting on approval from the attorney general's 
office to collect student debt. According to documents, the reorganization plan is dependent upon the 
school's ability to collect the debt. Mid-Continent shut its doors in June and filed for bankruptcy 
protection in September. The closing came after the U.S. Department of Education cut off financial aid. 

2/2/15 - Millions of people watched Sunday Night’s Super Bowl but many in our area had trouble 
viewing the big game. There were several outages throughout the broadcast on local NBC affiliate 
WPSD-TV, causing viewers to miss large portions of the game. Bill Evans, Vice-President of News and 



Operations at WPSD, said the outages were due to a problem at a transmitter site. He said he’s meeting 
with engineers today to determine exactly what went wrong. Evans said he would send out a press 
release as soon as they find out what caused the outages.  

2/2/15 - A Graves County man was killed, and a Paducah man injured early Sunday morning during a 
police pursuit. Paducah police said that at around 2:00 am a McCracken County Sheriff's Deputy tried 
to pull 27-year-old James M. Dilliplane over for speeding on John Puryear Drive, but he failed to stop 
and fled west on I 24 at speeds exceeding 150 mph. The deputy eventually lost sight of Dilliplane. 
Police said the preliminary investigation shows that Dilliplane lost control as he exited onto US 45. His 
car then hit a concrete median, crossed the southbound lanes and struck a dirt embankment. Dilliplane 
was pronounced dead at the scene by the McCracken County Deputy Coroner.  

2/6/15 - A former Reidland Middle School teacher is facing charges related to the alleged sexual abuse 
of a 14-year-old student. On Friday, Detectives with the Marshall County Sheriff's Office concluded a 
joint investigation with the McCracken County Sheriff’s Office, and charged 24-year-old Chelsea D. 
Rose with possession of matter portraying a sex act by a minor, criminal solicitation of an unlawful 
transaction with a minor, first-degree unlawful transaction with a minor and third degree unlawful 
transaction with a minor. Police said Rose had alledged sexual contact with a 14-year-old female 
student at a location in Marshall County. The investigation also reportedly revealed Rose provided 
alcohol to several juveniles at the same location. Rose was suspended from work and later resigned. 
Rose was arrested and taken to the McCracken County Detention Center. 
 
2/8/15 - A Ballard County man faces charges of animal torture. According to a press release, Ballard 
County Animal Control along with the Ballard County Sheriff’s Office executed a search warrant 
Friday at a home on North Adkins Dixon Road in Barlow. Warrant officers reportedly found four 
containers containing meat soaking in a green substance believed to be antifreeze. Officers also 
recovered a gallon jug of antifreeze with over half of it missing. According to the press release, there 
has been an open investigation in the area of more than five dogs in the past 3 ½ years being poisoned 
by antifreeze. Authorities said numerous other dogs that died in the area were not reported to animal 
control until after the fact. Ballard County Animal Control charged Edward Ream with torture of a 
dog/cat with/serious physical injuries/ death, a Class D felony. He was cited and then released. 

2/10/15 - Paducah and McCracken County will get some compensation now that Macco isn't coming. 
McCracken Judge Executive Bob Leeper says the county will receive some 46 thousand dollars in 
compensation, and Leeper says the City has reached a similar settlement with Macco Organiques, 
Incorporated, after they decided not to move their manufacturing and distribution facility to Paducah. 
Macco had planned to locate a facility for food-grade pharmaceuticals in a 60,000 square foot spec 
building in the I-24 Logistics Park. The City of Paducah and McCracken County agreed to each invest 
$1.25 million to improve the building, while retaining ownership of the building. In return, Macco 
would lease the facility for five years with a renewal option. The agreement also outlined the 
commitment by Macco to hire 40 full-time employees with an average minimum salary of $16 per hour 
in addition to health insurance benefits. Macco also planned to invest a minimum of $9 million in the 
project. However, due to a corporate decision, Macco will not be moving to Paducah. Macco learned 
that the line of products they planned to produce in Paducah was being manufactured by a competitor.   

2/10/15 - Electronics chain Radio Shack filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy last week. Now, Radio Shack 
officials have released a list of over 1700 locations that will close for good. In western Kentucky, the 
store on Hinkleville Road in Paducah and the store at Wyatt Crossing in Mayfield, along with stores in 
Princeton and Hopkinsville, will close. Paducah's southside store and Murray's Radio Shack do not 



appear on the store closing list released yesterday. In southern Illinois, stores in Marion, Harrisburg, 
Benton and Mt. Vernon are on the closing list. Company officials said the closings will start later this 
month and wrap up by March 31. 

2/12/15 - U.S. Sen. Rand Paul wants a presidential caucus in 2016 to avoid a costly legal battle on 
whether he can run for president and re-election to his Senate office at the same time. The Kentucky 
Republican wrote to the state party's Central Committee on Feb. 9, first reported by the Lexington 
Herald-Leader, asking for a change in rules so he can be treated equally with other potential candidates. 
Paul has already said he will run for re-election to his Senate seat in 2016. If he also runs for president, 
he would appear on the 2016 primary ballot twice, which is not allowed under state law. But if the state 
party chooses its presidential nominee through a caucus process, Paul would only appear on the ballot 
as a U.S. Senate candidate. 

2/15/15 - The Paducah municipal power system's bet on coal has backfired, strapping businesses and 
residents with soaring electricity rates. The Courier-Journal reports that electricity rates surged to likely 
the highest in Kentucky. Residential bills in the western Kentucky city are now about 60 percent higher 
than those of customers in the state's four main investor-owned regulated utilities. The small public 
power system's mountain of debt was fueled in large part by an admitted over-investment in a coal 
mine and a brand new southern Illinois coal-fired power plant. Public outrage rose last fall when some 
customers were hit by surprise catch-up bills as high as $1,800. Leather works artist Phil Phillips says 
his bills have doubled since 2012. He says it's making it difficult for him to stay in business. 

2/16/15 - In response to heavy snows and bitter cold across the Commonwealth in the past 12 hours, 
Gov. Steve Beshear declared a statewide emergency to allow local officials immediate access to state 
resources to assist in public safety and recovery efforts. Beshear and state officials remind drivers that 
it is extremely important to avoid travel if possible so road crews can salt and plow interstates and 
major highways.  He also encouraged citizens to check on elderly neighbors. The Commonwealth 
Emergency Operations Center in Frankfort remains activated with additional staffing from Kentucky 
Emergency Management, state cabinets and volunteer organizations monitoring the situation, fielding 
calls and responding to requests for assistance.  

2/16/15 - The National Weather Service in Paducah says their official snowfall total for Monday's 
winter storm is 10.8 inches. According to historical data, that places it third for record one-day 
snowfall, behind January 1978, when 11 inches of snow fell, and December 2004, when a storm 
dumped 14 inches of snow right before Christmas. According to local storm reporters to the National 
Weather Service, Dawson Springs got 12 inches, Bell City in Graves County got 8.5 inches, 12.5 
inches was reported in Muhlenberg County, the city of Hickman got 6 inches, Christian County got 
10.5 inches, Cape Girardeau got a foot, Cadiz got 8.5 inches, Benton got 10 inches, Henderson got 6.5 
inches, and 11.5 inches was reported from Hendron in McCracken County. 

 

2/18/15- A deadlocked jury in the Keith Griffith murder trial has lead to a mistrial being declared. 
Judge Tim Kaltenbach had no choice Wednesday night, after the jury foreperson told him there was no 
chance that further deliberations would help them come to a consensus. One juror didn't want to 
comment yet, but has confirmed to West Kentucky Star that eight jurors wanted to convict and four 
wanted to acquit. Judge Kaltenbach scheduled a new pre-trial conference for March 12 at 9:00 am. 
Griffith will remain jailed on $1,000,000 bond. 

2/19/15 - A state government oversight committee has given their approval for $910,000 in federal 
funding to build a new marina in Paducah, State Rep. Gerald Watkins announced last week. The 
funding was approved on February 10 by the Government Contract Review Committee, said Watkins, 
D-Paducah. The funds will be paid by the federal government upon receipt of project invoices, 



according to a committee description of the funding agreement. Watkins said the project will include 
construction of a 400-foot boat dock complete with fueling stations, power pedestals, water hookups, 
and marine sewage pump out facilities.  

2/21/15 - Authorities say a major supplier of marijuana in Graves County is behind bars after a traffic 
stop Saturday netted three drug arrests and the seizure of approximately 40 pounds of hydroponic 
medical grade marijuana. According to detectives, the street value of the marijuana is between $45,000 
and $60,000. Arrested were 41-year-old Aaron Cooper, 46-year-old Timothy Brown and 30-year-old 
Amanda Rowell, all from Mayfield and Graves County. Cooper is charged with trafficking in 
marijuana over five pounds, possession of drug paraphernalia and possession of marijuana. Brown and 
Rowell are charged with complicity to trafficking marijuana over five pounds and possession of drug 
paraphernalia.  

2/24/15 - Asian carp in western Kentucky may have met their match. Gov. Steve Beshear on Tuesday 
announced Blue Shore Fishery LLC is locating a facility in Graves County. Blue Shore, a manufacturer 
of healthy food products from Asian carp, is expected to create up to 66 new jobs and invest $1.3 
million into the project. The company plans to sell to wholesale and retail markets in the U.S. and 
China. Blue Shore will catch the carp in the rivers and lakes throughout western Kentucky and process 
the carp in a former catfish processing plant on State Route 97 in Tri City. The 11,000 square foot 
facility, located on 53 acres, will be operational this spring. The company also plans to add an 
additional 5,000 square feet of space.  

2/28/15 - A standoff with police ended peacefully in Trigg County Friday afternoon, with a man taken 
into custody on multiple charges. Kentucky State Police say they were called to a home on Virginia 
Circle in Cadiz about 10:38 am, because a woman had allegedly been threatened. When troopers 
arrived, they learned that  29-year-old Brandon Skunza of Cadiz was armed, and had reportedly 
assaulted the woman and threatened to kill her. Police tried several times to communicate with Skunza, 
but he would not come out of the mobile home, or allow the victim or two children to leave. Police 
determined that the victim and the children were alive and still in the home, so they began voluntary 
evacuations of other homes in the neighborhood, while continuing try to speak to the man. A State 
Police Special Response team was called to the scene, but before they arrived, Skunza began talking to 
a State Trooper by telephone about 12:19 pm. He eventually surrendered to police just a few minutes 
later. 

3/1/15 - Murray State University will become a tobacco-free campus effective in August. The tobacco 
policy approved by the board of regents on Friday applies to faculty, staff, students and visitors to 
the main campus, and its regional campuses in Henderson, Hopkinsville, Fort Campbell, Madisonville 
and Paducah. When the policy goes into full force on August 5, personal tobacco use will be prohibited 
on property owned, operated, leased, occupied or controlled by the university, including vehicles on 
university property. The rule applies to e-cigarettes as well as cigarettes, cigars, pipes and unlit tobacco 
such as snuff or dip. Some recommendations will take effect March 15, with no smoking allowed 
within 25 feet of building openings and major air intake vents.  

3/1/15 - A Texas-based company is converting an existing natural gas pipeline that runs through Massac 
and Johnson counties in southern Illinois to transport crude oil. Energy Transfer Partners spokeswoman 
Vicki Granado says the converted line would be part of a proposed new pipeline that could transport 
450,000 barrels each day from oil fields in North Dakota. Conversion is underway on more than 500 
miles of natural gas pipeline, part of which runs through the Shawnee National Forest. The stretch runs 
underground from Joppa in Massac County north through Johnson and Williamson counties up to 
Johnsonville in Wayne County. Southward, the pipeline crosses into western McCracken County 
through Ballard, Carlisle, Hickman and Fulton counties in Kentucky. It will continue to St. James, 
Louisiana for refining or loading into tankers. 



3/3/15 - Paducah Power System’s Rate Recovery Plan and the improved performance of the Prairie 
State Generating Campus prevented a large drop in the utility's bond rating by Moody’s Investors 
Service. Monday afternoon, Moody’s downgraded Paducah Power’s rating from “A3” to “Baa1”, a one 
notch drop, with a “stable” outlook. That’s a more favorable rating than the “BBB” downgrade given to 
the utility in December by Fitch Ratings. Moody’s said the stable outlook reflects their expectation that 
the steps recently taken by Paducah Power will lead to a better financial picture in coming months and 
their belief that Prairie State’s improved operating performance can be sustained.  

3/5/15 - In what's sure to be a snow storm that's talked about for years to come, the National Weather 
Service in Paducah is reporting most ares of Western Kentucky received at least a foot of snow with 
some areas approaching 15-20 inches. In Murray, 10 inches of snow has fallen, with snow drifts of up 
to 18 inches.  In Mayfield, 16 inches of snow.  Land Between the Lakes (Golden Pond), 15 inches. 12 
inches of snow fell in Downtown Paducah, with nearby places like Lone Oak and Reidland get around 
13-14 inches. On the Illinois side of the river, Brookport and Metropolis both received around 11-12 
inches of snow. Forecasters are saying winds up to 15 mph are expected across the area, creating the 
opportunity for the snow to drift.  NWS says some drifts are being reported as approaching 3 feet 
across portions of Western Kentucky. 

3/5/15 - Two companies with the Kentucky National Guard have been activated to rescue more than 
300 vehicles with people stranded in snow since last night on I-24 in Western Kentucky. Lyon County 
Judge Executive Wade White indicates he and Judge Lee Wilson are taking food and water to the 
stranded motorists. I-24 remains closed in both directions throughout much of Western Kentucky.  
Road graders are being used to help clear the roadway. It is unknown if the people on I-24 will be 
rescued, and vehicles left behind to be towed later, as is the case on other interstates in Central and 
Eastern Kentucky. 

3/6/15 - Record breaking cold has hit the area.  In fact, it's so cold that as of sometime in the 5:00 am 
hour Friday morning, we broke the all time record for low temperatures in the month of March at 
Barkley Airport. The National Weather Service is reporting a temperature of -6 degrees.  The Weather 
Service says the previous all time record for March was -2.  

3/6/15 - Governor Steve Beshear joined company and local officials Friday to celebrate the opening of 
German automotive supplier iwis in Murray. Iwis will create 75 new, full-time jobs and invest more 
than $12.5 million in the Commonwealth. The 119,000-square-foot facility, located off U.S. Highway 
641 North in Murray, will manufacture timing drive systems for engines. iwis is currently working on 
projects with several motor vehicle manufacturers, and the start of production is planned for this 
summer. The company first announced its move to Kentucky in 2012, several months after Gov. 
Beshear met with iwis officials in Germany. iwis began hiring employees earlier this year and will 
continue to do so through 2016. 

3/7/15 - Kentucky State Police have arrested a Paducah man they say nearly ran over a sheriff's deputy 
while fleeing a traffic stop. According to a news release, a Graves County deputy was directing traffic 
in Mayfield on Friday night because of a hazard. Fleeing a trooper, Noah Hill sped through town, 
ignoring the deputy's order to stop. Hill nearly struck the deputy while speeding by. Hill then hit a snow 
embankment and fled his vehicle on foot. Trooper Anthony Harrison caught up to Hill and was able to 
arrest him after using a stun gun. Hill was taken to the Graves County Jail and charged with attempted 
murder of a police officer.  

3/9/15 - At a public meeting Monday night, McCracken County Sheriff Jon Hayden and other law 
enforcement officers addressed the public's concern over recent information circulating about pet thefts 
in the area. More than 70 people attended the meeting, including law enforcement and animal control 
officers from Livingston, Marshall, Ballard, Graves, McCracken and Calloway counties. Members of 



the Paducah Police Department and a member of the Kentucky State Police were also present. Law 
enforcement first became aware of the issue about two weeks ago through numerous Facebook posts 
that people's pets, mostly dogs, were being stolen. Hayden explained that the Facebook posts portray 
the pet theft as a widespread problem, but the sheriff's office has only received two calls about possible 
dog thefts.  

3/10/15 - A new judge has been assigned to hear the case of a southern Illinois man charged with 
killing a Mayfield woman found dead in a vehicle in southwest Ohio. The Hamilton-Middletown 
Journal-News reports Judge Joseph Kirby will now hear the case of 41-year-old Terry Froman of 
Brookport, IL. Kirby will replace Judge Robert Peeler, who recused himself last week. Prosecutors had 
requested his removal because Peeler's nephew is the prosecutor handling the related charges against 
Froman in Kentucky. Prosecutors said the connection could lead the defense to argue bias in later 
appeals if Froman is convicted. Froman has pleaded not guilty to charges alleging he killed 17-year-old 
Eli Mohney in Mayfield, then kidnapped Mohney's mother, Kim Thomas, and killed her before being 
arrested Sept. 12 on Interstate 75 north of Cincinnati. 

3/11/15 - A youth pastor at Milburn Chapel Cumberland Presbyterian Church in West Paducah has been 
charged with rape. According to the McCracken County Sheriff’s Department, deputies began an 
investigation on March 10, after receiving a report that 44-year-old Michael E. Parsons, of Kevil, had 
allegedly engaged in inappropriate sexual relations with one of the youth students at the church. 
Deputies said the investigation revealed that the alleged inappropriate relationship began in the spring 
of 2013 and continued through 2014. The victim was determined to be a 16-year-old female when the 
incidents first occurred and some of the sexual encounters occurred during youth group meetings. 
According to deputies, the investigation also revealed that Parsons had on multiple occasions sent and 
received explicit photographs and videos via text messages with the minor. Parsons was arrested and 
charged with two counts of rape third degree and 22 counts of electronic solicitation of a minor for sex 
or other illegal activities. Parsons was transported to the McCracken County Sheriff’s Department 
where he allegedly confessed to the charges in question and was later booked in to the McCracken 
County Regional Jail.  

3/12/15 - Kentucky State Police has charged a Cunningham man with attempted murder of a police 
officer, after they say he tried to run down the Bardwell Chief of Police in a suspected stolen vehicle. 
According to KSP, Bardwell Police Chief Brandon Marbry was investigating a stolen vehicle complaint 
Thursday morning in Bardwell. While investigating the complaint, Chief Marbry reportedly saw a 
vehicle matching the description at a home on West Court Street. Marbry got out of his patrol vehicle 
and began to approach the suspect vehicle, which had begun to back out of the driveway. Marbry 
ordered the driver, 29-year-old Daniel E. Hauger, of Cunningham, to get out of the vehicle. Police said 
Hauger ignored the commands and drove his vehicle toward Marbry. Marbry then fired his service 
weapon, hitting Hauger in the leg. Police said Hauger then continued to flee from the scene and Marbry 
pursued him. Hauger was detained a few miles from the initial incident. Hauger is charged with 
attempted murder of a police officer and 1st degree fleeing and evading police. He was released from 
the hospital after treatment and was taken to the Ballard County Jail. 

3/13/15 - Congressman Ed Whitfield and Governor Steve Beshear joined other officials Friday at the 
Emerging Technology Center on the campus of West Kentucky Community and Technical College 
to award a check to assist workers and their families impacted by the closing of the Paducah Gaseous 
Diffusion Plant. The check for nearly 4.6 million dollars is from the U.S. Department of Labor, and 
comes from the National Emergency Grant for the West Kentucky Workforce Investment Board. 
Officials say the grant will expand offerings to former employees of the plant, and will provide training 
for their spouses as well. To start, $2.17 million is being released, with the additional amount being 
made available as needed.  



3/16/15 - The Paducah Police Department has released its annual report, and statistics compiled for the 
year 2014 show total crime was up, with the number of reported burglaries and assaults at a 25-year 
low, but a larger number of robberies and larcenies. A total of only 130 burglaries in 2014 was less than 
one-third of the number reported in 1990. Assaults also saw a huge decline over the past quarter-
century, with only 33 reported in 2014. Reported larcenies and robberies pushed up overall crime 
numbers for 2014, while the other major crime categories – murder, rape, assault, burglary, auto theft 
and arson – were a jumble of ups and downs.  

3/16/15 - A McCracken County litter abatement crew found $2,100 in counterfeit cash Monday 
morning scattered along a highway in west McCracken County. According to the McCracken County 
Sheriff's office, at around 9:30 am the crew found $50 and $100 dollar bills scattered up and down the 
roadway near the Mayfield-Metropolis and Cairo Road intersection, both in the roadway as well as in 
the road ditches. The money was turned over to the sheriff’s department. Police said they soon found 
that all of the bills were counterfeit, and many had the same serial numbers. Sheriff’s deputies combed 
the area again Monday afternoon and recovered several more bills totaling $250.00, which were also 
counterfeit.  

3/18/15 - The Aspen Institute announced Wednesday that West Kentucky Community & Technical 
College (WKCTC) in Paducah is a Finalist-with-Distinction for the 2015 Aspen Prize for Community 
College Excellence. Selected from 1,123 community colleges nationwide, this is the second time 
WKCTC has been awarded this honor, and will receive $100,000 in prize money to support its 
programs. WKCTC President Barbara Veazey said the college has always worked hard to make sure 
students are treated as individuals, and that those with certain disadvantages receive the help they need 
to finish their certificate and find employment. She said it's becoming increasingly vital for anyone 
seeking a good job to have a college education, so it's important for faculty to come together and make 
sure students are getting the help  they need to succeed. 

3/21/15 - A Paducah Middle School teacher was treated at a local hospital after she was assaulted 
Wednesday morning by a 14-year-old student. Teacher Megan Jones-Story, 37, told Paducah police she 
saw a 14-year-old boy assaulting a girl, also 14, in her classroom. She said she came up behind the boy 
and wrapped her arms around him to pull him off the girl. Jones-Story said the boy slammed her into a 
chalkboard, trying to free himself, turned and hit her in the head, then returned to assaulting the 14-
year-old girl. Jones-Story was taken by a co-worker to Baptist Health Paducah for treatment. The 
youth’s parents and court designated workers were notified. Police say charges against the teenager will 
be sought. 

3/21/15 - The Ballard County Sheriff's Office reports that they have recently received a few verified 
identity theft reports from residents regarding income tax returns that someone has fraudulently filed in 
their name. The victims receive a legitimate letter from the IRS and/or the Kentucky Revenue Cabinet. 
Sometimes the letters are for refunds and sometimes they are for money owed. If you receive a letter 
from one of these agencies that you feel is in error, the sheriff's office says your first step is to contact 
the agency allegedly being represented in the letter directly, using a legitimate phone number off of 
IRS.gov or the State Revenue Cabinet website. Those agencies will then probably refer you to your 
local law enforcement agency so they can make a report that they are requiring you send in with your 
case. 

3/23/15 - The company that makes Louisville Slugger bats has announced a deal to sell the iconic 
brand to rival Wilson Sporting Goods. Wilson's deal to acquire the global brand, sales and innovation 
rights from Hillerich & Bradsby Company still requires approval by H&B shareholders. Under terms of 
the agreement announced Monday, H&B will become Wilson's exclusive manufacturing partner for 
wood bats. H&B will continue to manufacture wood bats at its factory in Louisville. Financial details 
were not immediately announced.  



3/23/15 - Kentucky Auditor Adam Edelen is questioning how the Hickman County Sheriff's office 
spent some of its money. Edelen's office on Monday released an audit of the 2013 financial statement 
of Hickman County Sheriff Mark Green. According to the report, Green had $2,882 of disallowed 
expenditures for calendar year 2013. These expenditures, according to the report, were disallowed due 
to their personal nature or the lack of proper supporting documentation. The auditor recommended that 
Green repay $2,882 from his personal funds to the Hickman County Fiscal Court. The report also said 
the sheriff had $11,344 in expenditures that were considered questionable and paid $2,583 for cellular 
service on phones and/or devices that the auditor could not determine were for employees’ or official 
use.  

3/24/15 - The McCracken County Fiscal Court voted Monday night to go ahead with a long-discussed 
merger between two local animal facilities. In a unanimous vote, commissioners authorized a contract 
between the McCracken County Animal Shelter and the McCracken County Humane Society, which 
will become the only taxpayer funded animal facility in the county. As part of the deal, the county will 
pay the MCHS $217,500 per year to help run the shelter, with 90 percent of the funds going toward 
operating expenses. The county will have one voting board member on the MCHS board, and either 
organization may terminate the three year agreement with six months notice.  The contract will go into 
effect January 1, 2016. McCracken County Judge Executive Bob Leeper said he thinks the merger was 
the best decision for the county, saying the current situation is unsustainable. 

3/25/15 - Governor Steve Beshear today announced that engineers designing the corridor for Interstate 
69 can rebuild a key interchange for Interstate 24 in Marshall County in a way that preserves direct 
interstate access to U.S. 62 at Calvert City. The key to the project will be construction of a separate 
ramp – called a “flyover” ramp – to afford traffic an exit from I-69 North onto the Julian M. Carroll 
Purchase Parkway, which directly connects with U.S. 62 and KY 1523 – Oak Park Boulevard – in 
Calvert City. Reconstruction of the interchange is part of a larger project to upgrade the Purchase 
Parkway to become part of I-69.  

3/27/15 - Murray State University has renegotiated and extended the contract of head men's basketball 
coach Steve Prohm.  The extension means Prohm's contract now runs through March 31, 2019, with an 
automatic one-year extension carrying it out to 2020. The guaranteed contract increases Prohm's base 
salary to $490,000.  With radio and television obligations, the total package will be $500,000 annually, 
plus incentives. Prohm was named OVC Coach of the Year again this season. It's the second time he 
has received the honor in his four seasons at MSU. Prohm guided the Racers to the first undefeated 
Ohio Valley Conference season (16-0) in school history and the fifth in 67 seasons in the league.  

3/27/15 - The United Steelworkers Union and Honeywell representatives have reached an agreement on 
a new contract. Honeywell spokesman Peter Dalpe said in a Friday statement that the union has voted 
to ratify the settlement that was reached last week, ending the work stoppage at Honeywell’s 
Metropolis facility. As part of the deal, wages will increase 2 percent each year over the term of the 
contract. Union employees will continue to participate in the company’s consumer-driven healthcare 
plan, and the company gains the flexibility to use qualified contractors for maintenance work at the 
plant.  

3/30/15 - Kentucky State Police say a toddler has died and another child has suffered serious injuries 
following a fire in Princeton. According to The Kentucky New Era, the blaze at a travel-trailer was 
reported Friday evening on Bright Hill Road. Firefighters responded to find 28-year-old Brandon 
Hayes and his three children. The youngest, 2-year-old Marley, died, and the oldest, 8-year-old Eric, 
was flown to Vanderbilt University Medical Center in Nashville. The newspaper cited a statement from 
Kentucky State Police in reporting that Hayes and 4-year-old Dorian were not injured in the fire. Police 
say the blaze is under investigation, but foul play is not suspected.  



3/31/15 - A teacher at Graves County High School was cited Tuesday, after police say a small amount 
of marijuana was found in his vehicle. Graves County Sheriff Dewayne Redmon said that K-9 units 
were at Graves County High School Tuesday morning, and found a small amount of marijuana in a 
vehicle belonging to Zachary Sims, a teacher and soccer coach at the school. Police said Sims 
consented to a drug test, and tested positive for marijuana. Sims was cited for possession of marijuana 
and drug paraphernalia. According to Paul Schaumburg, public relations director for Graves County 
Schools, Sims has been suspended with pay through April 12, pending an investigation which began 
Tuesday morning. Sims is the head coach for the Graves County High School boys' soccer team and an 
assistant coach for the boys' basketball team. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


