
Wyoming Public Media 1st Quarter Issues Report 2013 

 

Issue:  Energy 

 

Topic:    Wyoming’s Congresswoman Cynthia Lummis has been appointed to chair the U.S. House of 

Representatives’ Science Subcommittee on Energy. The subcommittee will oversee energy research, 

development and demonstration projects. Lummis spoke with Rebecca Martinez from the Capitol press 

room in Cheyenne this week about how this assignment should benefit Wyoming. 

Time:  8 min 

Date:  1-11-13 at 3pm and 1-13-13 at noon on WPR.  1-13-13 at 9 am on WPM. 

Topic:  The School of Energy Resources at the University of Wyoming is funded in large part with money 

from the energy industry. Other universities have gotten heat lately for not being open enough with 

their funding sources. Wyoming Public Radio’s Irina Zhorov reports that some stakeholders are 

concerned about too much influence from energy at UW, but SER promises transparency. 

Time: 5 min 

Date:  1-25-13 at 3pm and 1-27-13 at noon on WPR.  1-27-13 at 9am on WPM.    

Topic:  Coal producers in the U.S. are looking to markets abroad to make up for decreasing demand at 

home. But a recent investigation by Thomson Reuters news service suggests there might be royalty 

underpayments on those shipments. Wyoming Public Radio’s Irina Zhorov reports that royalty question 

is still unresolved. 

Time: 5 min 

Date: 2-15-13 at 3pm and 2-17-13 noon on WPR.  2-17-13 at 9am on WPM. 

Topic:  A report released by a coalition including the Wyoming Business Council, the University of 

Wyoming, and the Idaho National Laboratory detailed why Wyoming should diversify its energy 

production methods and how the state could use its abundant natural resources in value-added 

projects. That’s when raw resources are processed into more complex fuels and energy instead of just 

being burned.  Wyoming Public Radio’s Irina Zhorov spoke with CEO of the Wyoming Business Council, 

Bob Jensen, and manager at the Idaho National Lab, Richard Boardman, about why value added projects 

are important and what Wyoming can do to get on board. 

Time: 10 min 

Date:  3-8-13 at 3pm and 3-10-13 at noon on WPR.  3-10-13 at 9am on WPM.   



Topic:  The Department of Environmental Quality has released a plan for tackling the ozone problem in 

Sublette County. Emissions from the energy industry there have combined to form a type of pollution 

called ozone, which can be a health hazard. Ozone levels have been so high that they violate federal 

standards, and the Environmental Protection Agency has given Wyoming three years to fix the problem. 

Time:  5 min 

Date: 3-15-13 at 3pm and 3-17-13 at noon on WPR.  3-17-13 at 9am on WPM. 

 

Issue:  Politics 

Topic:  Thanks to the occasional national scandal those who lobby government officials don’t always 

have the best reputation.  A lobbyist is someone who tries to persuade legislators to support measures 

that benefit his or her employer or special interest.  But while big money and gifts make a big difference 

on Capitol Hill, those involved in the legislative process say that in Wyoming…it’s more about trust and 

relationships.   Wyoming Public Radio’s Bob Beck reports. 

Time:  4:30 

Date:  1-11-13 at 3pm and 1-13-13 at noon on WPR.  1-13-13 at 9 am on WPM. 

 

Topic:  Wyoming’s Senior US Senator Mike Enzi is the Ranking Member on the Senate Committee on 

Health, Education, Labor and Pensions… and also sits on the budget and finance committees. Wyoming 

Public Radio’s Rebecca Martinez spoke with him about a number of issues the Senate will be facing this 

year. Enzi says he thinks Congress has been neglecting the role of committees, and that’s why it’s been 

harder to get things done. 

Time:  8 min 

Date:  1-25-13 at 3pm and 1-27-13 at noon on WPR.  1-27-13 at 9am on WPM.    

 

Topic:  Wyoming’s congressional delegation isn’t happy with what they heard in President Obama’s 

second inaugural address. Matt Laslo reports from Washington the state’s three Republicans in Congress 

are already preparing to blunt what’s being both hailed and decried as a liberal second term agenda. 

Time:  4 min 

Date: 1-25-13 at 3pm and 1-27-13 at noon on WPR.  1-27-13 at 9am on WPM.    

 



Topic:  Sublette County violates federal air quality standards, because of high levels of ozone, or smog. 

The ozone forms when emissions from oil and gas development mix together, under certain weather 

conditions. The Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality is responsible for fixing the problem, 

but there are a lot of unknowns about how ozone forms. Now, researchers at the University of Wyoming 

are trying to find some answers. We’re joined now by Rob Field. He’s an atmospheric scientist, and he’s 

been monitoring air quality in Sublette County for several years. 

Time: 6 min 

Date: 1-25-13 at 3pm and 1-27-13 at noon on WPR.  1-27-13 at 9am on WPM.    

 

Topic:  In recent years the state legislature has seen an increase in conservative Republicans who are 

focusing more on personal rights and freedoms.  Those rights range from removing federal restrictions 

on gun laws, to voting against anything that might resemble a tax.  They’ve had mixed success with this 

approach, but they see their role in the state legislature as important.  But others wonder if they’re 

consistent.  Wyoming Public Radio’s Bob Beck reports from Cheyenne. 

Time: 5 min 

Date: 2-1-13 at 3pm and 2-3-13 at noon on WPR.  2-3-13 at 9am on WPM.   

 

Topic:  Frequently during the legislative session you will hear lawmakers refer to Wyoming’s Permanent 

Mineral Trust fund.  The fund was established in 1974 by then Governor Stan Hathaway and it is funded 

by a portion of severance taxes or taxes paid by the energy industry and occasional money deposited by 

the legislature. Income from the fund can be used to pay for government.   It has a market value of 

roughly 5.6 billion dollars.  It’s viewed as a key part of Wyoming’s funding future. Wyoming Public 

Radio’s Bob Beck reports. 

Time: 5 min 

Date: 2-15-13 at 3pm and 2-17-13 at noon on WPR.  2-17-13 at 9am on WPM. 

 

Topic:  President Obama laid out a sweeping agenda in his State of the Union address that would have a 

big impact on Wyoming if enacted. Matt Laslo caught up with Wyoming lawmakers in Washington and 

reports on their reactions to the controversial plan. 

Time: 4:30 min 

Date:  2-15-13 at 3pm and 2-17-13 noon on WPR.  2-17-13 at 9am on WPM. 

 



Topic:  As the Wyoming legislative session winds down, Governor Matt Mead joins us to give his 

thoughts on the session. We start with the budget, where the governor vetoed three items.  One area of 

concern is the lack of funding lawmakers gave the governor for forest fires and another is the 

legislature’s insistence that agencies propose more budget cuts.  Governor Mead tells Bob Beck that can 

wait. 

Time:  8 min 

Date:  2-22-13 at 3pm and 2-24-13 at noon on WPR.  2-14-13 at 9am on WPM.    

 

Topic:  For Wyoming’s lawmakers, the short legislative sessions are full of long days and myriad issues. 

Wyoming Public Radio’s Irina Zhorov reports that newly elected legislators have to learn a lot quickly, 

but they’re taking their knocks in stride. 

Time:  4 min 

Date:  2-22-13 at 3pm and 2-24-13 at noon on WPR.  2-14-13 at 9am on WPM.   

 

Topic:  One thing everyone is trying to get a grip on is how the federal sequester will impact Wyoming.  

Anne Alexander is an economist at the University of Wyoming.  She joined Bob Beck in the studio to 

discuss this. 

Time:  6 min 

Date:  3-8-13 at 3pm and 3-10-13 at noon on WPR.  3-10-12 at 9am on WPM.   

 

Topic:  In the wake of the Newtown, Connecticut school shooting there’s been an increase in calls for 

gun control in Washington. Matt Laslo reports the Wyoming congressional delegation fears the entire 

debate is leaving out western issues.  

Time: 5 min 

Date:  3-8-13 at 3pm and 3-10-13 at noon on WPR.  3-10-12 at 9am on WPM.   

 

 

 

 



Topic:  It’s been over a week since the Wyoming legislature wrapped up the 2013 session.  It was a 

session that many lawmakers called unusual, mainly due to the unexpected legislation that removed 

powers from State Superintendent of Public Instruction Cindy Hill.  The other surprise was that the 

interaction between legislators and the public got heated at times, especially during debate on gun bills.  

Wyoming Public Radio’s Bob Beck spoke with a number of legislators about the session and has this 

report. 

Time:  5 min 

Date:  3-8-13 at 3pm and 3-10-13 at noon on WPR.  3-10-13 at 9 am on WPM.   

 

Topic:  We recently reported that the federal government – and consequently Wyoming – might be 

getting shortchanged when it comes to royalty payments on coal going overseas. Turns out, the 

government is missing out on royalties in other ways, too. Wyoming Public Radio’s Irina Zhorov reports 

that right here in Wyoming, companies are quite literally burning up both federal and state royalty 

money when they flare natural gas. 

Time:  6 min 

Date:  3-29-13 at 3pm and 3-31-13 at noon on WPR. 3-31-13 at 9 am on WPM. 

 

Issue:  Education 

 

Topic:  The Wyoming Legislature is considering a few bills that would change the way the Department of 

Education is run. This week, the Senate Education Committee voted to have a governor-appointed 

director to oversee education issues in the state and redefine duties of the State Superintendent. 

Alternately, the House has plans for the State Board of Education, will consider removing the 

Superintendent as a voting member of the Board of Education. The board would become a state agency, 

and be in charge of education accountability. Ron Micheli is the chairman-elect for the State Board of 

Education, and he has some reservations about these proposed changes. He spoke with Wyoming Public 

Radio’s Rebecca Martinez.  

Time:  8 min 

Date:  1-11-13 at 3pm and 1-13-13 at noon on WPR.  1-13-13 at 9 am on WPM. 

 

 

http://wyomingpublicmedia.org/post/increased-coal-exports-overseas-bring-questions-royalty-payments%20where


Topic:  The Wyoming House of Representatives has joined the State Senate in passing a bill that would 

strip a number of powers from the State Superintendent and give them to a Governor appointed 

Director of Education.  The Superintendent would remain on state boards and commissions with the 

other four elected officials.  But the new Director would run the State Department of Education.  Top 

lawmakers crafted the legislation right before the legislative session; and many believe that the 

legislature is moving too quickly.  But some observers say the move is overdue.  Wyoming Public Radio’s 

Bob Beck reports from Cheyenne 

Time: 5 min 

Date: 1-25-13 at 3pm and 1-27-13 at noon on WPR.   1-27-13 at 9am on WPM. 

 

Topic:  As the bill that would take power away from the State Superintendent gains traction in the 

Legislature, Wyoming Public Radio’s Luke Hammons took to the streets in Laramie to ask the public 

what they think. 

Time:  3 min 

Date: 1-25-13 at 3pm and 1-27-13 at noon on WPR.  1-27-13 at 9am on WPM.   

 

Topic:  In the 2011-2012 academic year, UW athletes involved in NCAA sanctioned sports brought in an 

average GPA of 3.04. That’s the highest GPA in a decade, and it’s even higher than the general student 

body average. Wyoming Public Radio’s Sara Hossaini reports. 

Time: 4 min 

Date:  1-25-13 at 3pm and 1-27-13 at noon on WPR.   1-27-13 at 9am on WPM.   

 

Topic:  The Wyoming legislature grabbed headlines early in the session by stripping powers from State 

Superintendent Cindy Hill.  Now they they’re focused on ways to improve education.   Wyoming Public 

Radio’s Bob Beck has more. 

Time:  5 min 

Date:  2-22-13 at 3pm and 2-24-13 at noon on WPR.  2-24-13 at 9am on WPM.   

 

 

 



Topic:  Doctor Robert Sternberg is the incoming President of the University of Wyoming.  Sternberg is a 

noted Psychologist who is currently the Provost at Oklahoma State University.  In other interviews 

Sternberg has made it clear that a key focus of his will be on improving academics at UW and he is also a 

big supporter of athletics.  Wyoming Public Radio’s Bob Beck asked him to talk about a few other issues. 

Time:  8 min 

Date:  3-8-13 at 3pm and 3-10-13 at noon on WPR.  3-10-13 at 9am on WPM 

 

Topic:  The Master of Fine Arts in Creative Writing program has invited poet and labor activist Mark 

Nowak to serve as its Eminent Writer in Residence for a few weeks this year. Nowak has sat in on writing 

classes and read student manuscripts, but during his weeks in Wyoming, he organized four writing 

workshops in the Cheyenne and Laramie communities, where he and MFA grads encouraged workers 

from various trades to write poetry about their own experiences in the workplace. Wyoming Public 

Radio’s Rebecca Martinez sat in on one workshop in Laramie. 

Time:  5 min 

Date:  3-8-13 at 3pm and 3-10-13 at noon on WPR.   3-10-13 at 9am on WPM 

 

Topic:  Schools across the country have embraced sweeping anti-bullying measures in recent years. 

Universities and schools districts are encouraging teachers to celebrate diversity and discourage 

exclusionary language, but at the upcoming Shepard Symposium on Social Justice, the University of 

Wyoming will host a group that say teachers need to be explicit about their acceptance of lesbian, gay, 

bisexual, transgender and queer or questioning students. Wyoming Public Radio’s Rebecca Martinez 

spoke with educators in Laramie about their thoughts on the topic and filed this report. 

Time:  5 min 

Date:  3-29-13 at 3pm and 3-31-13 at noon on WPR.  3-31-13 at 9am on WPM.   

 

Issue:  Environment 

Topic:  The Department of Environmental Quality hosted a meeting on Thursday to discuss how it plans 

to fix Sublette county's air quality problems. Emissions from oil and gas production in the area have 

caused ozone, or smog, to form at levels that exceed federal limits. Wyoming Public Media's Willow 

Belden has the story. 

Time:  5:30 min 

Date:  1-11-13 at 3pm and 1-13-13 at noon on WPR.  1-13-13 at 9 am on WPM. 



Topic:  Last year was the driest year Wyoming has seen in more than a century, and the dry spell has not 

let up. As a result, farmers and ranchers have had to make tough decisions and are deeply concerned 

about their livelihood for the coming year.  Wyoming Public Radio’s Willow Belden reports. 

Time:  5 min 

Date: 2-1-13 at 3pm and 2-3-13 noon on WPR.   At 2-3-13 at  9am on WPM.   

 

Topic:  University of Wyoming just initiated a new program out of its burgeoning School of Energy 

Resources. The professional land management concentration will train landmen. Those are people who 

look for untapped oil and gas and other resources and negotiate contracts between their owners and 

companies that want to develop them.  Wyoming Public Radio’s Irina Zhorov reports that the program is 

just in time. 

Time:  5 min 

Date: 2-1-13 3pm and 2-3-13 noon on WPR.  2-3-13 at 9am on WPM.   

 

Topic:  The Natural Resources Conservation Service is finishing up surveying the soil in Wyoming. 

They’ve been working on the project for decades, and they’ve completed surveys in most of the 

counties in the state. We’re joined now by James Bauchert, the acting state soil scientist. He says the 

survey is part of a national effort to inventory, or map out, all the soils in the U.S. 

Time: 6 min 

Date: 2-15-13 at 3pm and 2-17-13 at noon on WPR.  2-17-13 at 9am on WPM. 

 

Topic:  Sublette County has an ozone problem. Ozone is produced by emissions from the oil and gas 

fields and contributes to smog, which can cause health problems.  Several times in the past few years, 

ozone levels have exceeded federal limits, and the Environmental Protection Agency has given Wyoming 

three years to fix the problem. The Wyoming Department of Environmental Quality has been working 

with local residents and industry to come up with a solution. But that’s hard to do, because nobody 

understands the exact chemistry of ozone formation. Wyoming Public Radio’s Willow Belden reports 

that research funded by DEQ may finally be close to providing answers. 

Time:  6 min 

Date:  2-22-13 at 3pm and 2-24-13 at noon on WPR.  2-24-13 at 9am on WPM.    

 



Topic:  Last year, a task force of citizens, energy industry reps, and local leaders got together to tackle 

the ozone problem in Sublette County. They came up with a list of recommendations for the 

Department of Environmental Quality. Among other things, they called for tougher regulations on 

industry and more rigorous air quality monitoring. In January, the Department of Environmental Quality 

met with the task force to discuss how they would respond to the recommendations. They said nothing 

was off the table, but that some recommendations could take a long time to implement. Wyoming 

Public Radio’s Willow Belden spoke with residents and members of the task force to find out what they 

thought of DEQ’s response. 

Time:  5 min 

Date:  2-22-13 at 3pm and 2-24-13 at noon on WPR.  2-24-13 at 9am on WPM.    

 

Topic:  The University of Wyoming is part of two weather modification studies. The first is the Wyoming 

Weather Modification Pilot Project, and the second, companion project is the Silver Iodide Seeding 

Cloud Impact Investigation, or ASCII. Both studies are trying to learn more about atmospheric processes 

and whether people can do anything to eke more moisture out of the skies. Professor Bart Geerts heads 

the ASCII campaign, which is finishing up its second and last year. 

Time:  5 min 

Date:  2-22-13 at 3pm and 2-24-13 at noon on WPR.  2-24-13 at 9am on WPM.    

 

Topic:  A small corner of southeast Wyoming sits over the Ogallala Aquifer. The Ogallala is a huge aquifer 

that stretches from Wyoming and Nebraska all the way to Texas. It’s a key source of water for 

agriculture, but it’s being depleted faster than it can recharge. So the Natural Resources Conservation 

Service is trying to help save it. Here in Wyoming, they’re doing that by encouraging farmers to give up 

their water rights. Wyoming Public Radio’s Willow Belden reports. 

Time: 5:30 min 

Date:  3-15-13 at 3pm and 3-17-13 at noon on WPR.  3-27-13 at 9am on WPM. 

 

Topic:  Wyoming Republican lawmakers are up in arms over efforts by the Obama Administration to 

regulate carbon emissions through the Executive Branch. Matt Laslo reports from Washington on the 

energy debate that’s boiling on Capitol Hill. 

Time:  4 min 

Date:  3-29-13 at 3pm and 3-31-13 at noon on WPR.  3-31-13 at 9 am on WPM. 



Topic:  When we think about the Bureau of Land Management, dinosaurs and other ancient creatures 

aren’t necessarily the first things that come to mind. But the agency has a small team of paleontologists 

whose job it is to manage fossils on public land. Brent Breithaupt is one of those paleontologists. He’s 

based here in Wyoming, and he says public land in the west is full of fossils – many of which haven’t 

been discovered yet. 

Time:  6 min 

Date:  3-29-13 at 3pm and 3-31-13 at noon on WPR.  3-31-13 at 9 am on WPM. 

 

Issue:  Wildlife 

Topic:  Wyoming’s chief game warden, Brian Nesvik, tells Willow Belden the smoothness of this year’s 

wolf hunt shows that the state’s wolf management plan is sound. But Sylvia Fallon, the director of the 

wildlife conservation project for the Natural Resources Defense Council, disagrees. Her group is one of 

several environmental organizations that’s suing the U-S Fish and Wildlife Service over its decision to 

remove Wyoming wolves from the Endangered Species List. She says state quotas for how many wolves 

can be killed are too generous.  They both join us. 

Time:  8 min   

Date:  1-11-13 at 3pm  and 1-13-13 at noon on WPR.  1-13-13 at 9am on WPM.    

 

Topic:  Every year, the Bureau of Land Management removes thousands of horses from public land in 

Wyoming. They ship most of the horses to long-term holding facilities in the Midwest. But that’s 

expensive … and they’re running out of space. So now the BLM has partnered with ranchers to create a 

so-called horse “ecosanctuary” right here in the Cowboy State. It’s the first of its kind in the nation. 

Wyoming Public Radio’s Willow Belden reports. 

Time:  5 min 

Date:  1-11-13 at 3pm and 1-13-13 at noon on WPR.  1-13-13 at 9 am on WPM. 

 

Topic:  The death of a grizzly bear in Grand Teton National Park on Thanksgiving Day of 2012 has 

triggered calls for ending the park's annual elk hunt. A hunting party shot the grizzly after the hunters 

said the bear charged them. Park Superintendent Mary Gibson Scott calls the bear's death a travesty. It's 

the first hunting-related grizzly death in the park. Rebecca Huntington has more. 

Time:  7 min 

Date:  2-1-13 at 3pm and 2-3-13 at noon on WPR.  2-3-13 at 9am on WPM.   



 

Issue:  Business 

Topic:  For our occasional series, Upstarts, we’re featuring entrepreneurs around the state. Our second 

featured businessman is Eugene Gerow-Mathew, of Eugene’s Tasty Teas, who makes organic teas and 

proves that you’re never too young to be an upstart. 

Time:  4 min 

Date:  1-11-13 at 3pm and 1-13-13 at noon on WPR.  1-13-13 at 9 am on WPM. 

 

Topic:  Craft breweries and distilleries are hot right now. Not to be outdone, Wyoming entrepreneurs 

created a bourbon distillery in Kirby, using local ingredients from the Bighorn Basin and bearing the 

name Wyoming Whiskey. After four years of aging the first batch, Wyoming Whiskey flew off the shelves 

when it was released exclusively in Wyoming in early December. Wyoming Public Radio’s Rebecca 

Martinez visited the distillery and explored the hype. She filed this report. 

Time:  5 min 

Date: 2-1-13 at 3pm and 2-3-13 at noon on WPR.  2-3-13 at 3pm on WPM.   

 

Topic:  In our occasional series “Upstarts,” we profile Wyoming entrepreneurs. There’s no shortage of 

self-starters in this state, many of whom build, grow or make things… But until recently, tech start-ups 

were almost unheard of in the Cowboy State. Wyoming Public Radio’s Rebecca Martinez visited with 

Jason Kintzler, who founded the Pitch Engine software platform in his native Lander and authored the 

book, “The New American Start-Up.” She filed this report. 

Time:  5 min 

Date: 2-15-13 at 3pm and 2-17-13 at noon on WPR.  2-17-13 at 9am on WPM. 

 

Topic:  The Antelope Butte ski area in the Bighorn Mountains has been closed since 2004. Now, the 

Antelope Butte Foundation is raising money to reopen the ski-resort… this time as a nonprofit. The 

Foundation has applied for a Wyoming Business Council Grant to refurbish the resort. But the owner of 

the nearby Meadowlark Ski Lodge is worried that the competition could kill his business. Wyoming 

Public Radio’s Luke Hammons reports. 

Time:  5 min 

Date:  3-8-13 at 3pm and 3-10-13 at noon on WPR.  3-10-13 at 9am on WPM. 



Topic:  A documentary about the construction of the transcontinental railroad is set to air on Wyoming 

PBS this weekend. The film will show how the building of the railroad shaped Wyoming into the place it 

is today. Wyoming Public Radio’s Willow Belden spoke with the film’s producer, Tom Manning. He says 

before the railroad was built, there was no Wyoming. The film, “End of Track,” premieres on PBS on 

March 10th at 7 p.m. 

Time:  7 min 

Date:  3-8-13 at 3pm and 3-10-13 at noon on WPR.  3-10-13 at 9am on WPM.   

 

Topic:  The effects of automatic spending cuts or sequestration are being felt in the Cowboy State. 

Because of the automatic spending cuts Yellowstone has been forced to cut 1.75 million dollars from 

their operating budget. That has caused Yellowstone Superintendent Dan Wenk to delay plowing 

operations within the park, a move that has upset some gateway communities and caused others to find 

a solution. Cody officials have been working hard to find a way to open the East Gate on time despite 

the federal government. From Cody David Koch has more. 

Time:  4 min 

Date:  3-15-13 at 3pm and 3-17-13 at noon on WPR.  3-17-13 at 9am on WPM.   

 

Topic:  In our occasional series “Upstarts,” we profile Wyoming entrepreneurs. Today we take you to 

Teton County where we meet an entrepreneur who has invented a way to improve your water bottle. 

Wyoming Public Radio's Rebecca Huntington has more. 

Time:  4 min 

Date:  3-29-13 at 3pm and 3-31-13 at noon on WPR.  3-31-13 at 9am on WPM. 

 

Issue:  Health care 

Topic:  A problem for children who are diagnosed with cancer in Wyoming is finding local care.  

Treatment typically requires long drives to cities.  But Wyoming's Comprehensive Cancer Control 

Program is trying to change that.  The program has hired an Oncologist who specializes in pediatric care 

to come to Casper once a month to treat children.  Plans are underway to get more doctors involved in 

the effort.  The Pediatric Oncologist is Doctor John Dr. vanDoorninck. He joined Wyoming Public Radio’s 

Bob Beck at the State Capital to discuss the program. 

Time:  7 min 

Date:  1-25-13 at 3pm and 1-27-13 at noon on WPR.  1-27-13 at 9am on WPM.    



Topic:  The Wyoming Department of Health is encouraging Wyomingites to test the concentration 

of radon in their homes this winter, because it’s the time of year that houses aren’t well-ventilated, and 

the cancer-causing gas is more likely to rise up to living areas. The Environmental Protection Agency 

estimates that radon kills about 20,000 people per year. Wyoming Public Radio’s Rebecca Martinez 

spoke with Dr. Wallace Akerley, director of thoracic oncology at the Huntsman Cancer Institute in Utah. 

She started by asking him what radon is, exactly. 

Time:  5 min 

Date: 2-15-13 at 3pm and 2-17-13 at noon on WPR.  2-17-13 at 9am on WPM. 

 

Topic:  Figuring out cost effective ways to upgrade rural health care is the goal of all hospitals and 

medical providers in the state. But it’s especially tough for the smallest rural facilities.  The numbers of 

doctors are small which can lead to mistakes and specialists are at a premium.  But thanks to electronic 

records and other forms of telemedicine… things are starting to improve.  Wyoming Public Radio’s Bob 

Beck reports. 

Time:  5 min 

Date:  3-15-13 at 3pm and 3-17-13 at noon on WPR.  3-17-13 at 9 am on WPM.   

 

Topic:  Study after study says that children are not as active as they used to be and many groups and 

organizations are promoting various ways for children to develop a healthy lifestyle.  In Laramie, a young 

woman is trying to do this with yoga…for kids.  Wyoming Public Radio’s Bob Beck has more. 

Time:  5 min 

Date:  3-29-13 at 3pm and 3-31-13 at noon on WPR.  3-31-13 at 9am on WPM.    

 

 

Issue:  Social Issues 

Topic:  Last summer, the Cheyenne Police Department launched the Homeless Empowerment Action 

Team, or HEAT. Police officers and the director of Cheyenne’s homeless shelter, the COMEA House, 

went around town and talked with homeless people. 

Time:  5 min 

Date:  2-15-13 3pm  and 2-17-13 at noon on WPR.  2-17-13 at 9 am on WPM. 

 



Topic:  Social workers play a big role in Wyoming and the month of March honors their work. Kimberly 

Harper is the Executive Director of the National Association of Social workers.  She tells Bob Beck that 

like a lot of organizations, they are dealing with budget cuts. 

Time:  5 min 

Date:  3-15-13 at 3pm and 3-17-13 at noon on WPR.  3-17-13 at 9am on WPM.   

 

Topic:  When we talk about domestic violence, we usually focus on the perpetrators and the victims. But 

children in abusive families are also deeply affected. We’re joined now by Haylee Reay. She’s a 

sophomore at UW, and her father killed her mother. 

Time:  4 min 

Date:  3-15-13 at 3pm and 3-17-13 at noon on WPR.  3-17-13 at 9am on WPM.   

 

 

 

 

 

 


