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Drought 

Date: July 1, 2015  
ABC7 – Eyewitness News –CAL WATER 
Time: 6:00PM-6:30PM 
Length: 1:45 MINUTES 
Origin: Local 
Type: News 

Leanne Suter reports on the water crisis in 
Southern California and how Los Angeles had 
the driest four consecutive rain seasons on 
record. However, Southern Californians are 
conserving water more than ever before. 
Officials say the state set a record for water 
conservation in May, reducing usage 29 
percent.  

Date: July 14, 2015  
ABC7 – Eyewitness News –OC MEDIAN 
WATER   
Time: 4:00PM-5:00PM 
Length: 1:45 MINUTES 
Origin: Local 
Type: News 

Eileen Frere reports on a new approach to 
conserving water for trees. This method includes 
20 gallon bags of recycled water that are zip-tied 
to the trunks of pepper trees in San Clemente. 
City officials expect they’ll need to be refilled 
every 2 weeks at a cost of $25 per bag.  

Date: July 31, 2015 
ABC7 – Eyewitness News – EL NINO 
Time: 6:00PM-6:30PM 
Length: 2:25 MINUTES 
Origin: Local 
Type: News 

Carlos Granda reports that California is 
preparing for the possible damages such as 
flooding and mudslides that an El Nino could 
bring. County officials say they have cleaned up 
most of the catch basins. Officials say they 
needs to remove sediment at the Pacoima Dam 
so it can capture storm water runoff.  

Date: August 10, 2015  
ABC7 – Eyewitness News –SHADE 
BALLS  
Time: 6:00PM-6:30PM 
Length: 1:50 MINUTES 
Origin: Local 
Type: News 

 Leanne Suter reports that 96 million black 
plastic shade balls were dumped in the Los 
Angeles Reservoir. LADWP General Manager, 
Marcie Edwards, says it’s a blend of engineering 
and is resulting in major savings financially and 
environmentally. Mayor Eric Garcetti says by 
reducing evaporation these shade balls will save 
300 million gallons of water each year.  

Date: August 11, 2015 
ABC7 – Eyewitness News – OC DRY 
LAKE 
Time: 5:00PM-6:00PM  
Length: 2:00 MINUTES 
Origin: Local 
Type: News 

Greg Lee reports on the effect the drought has 
had on Barbara’s Lake, the only natural lake in 
Orange County. Rangers say that two years ago 
there were bobcats, coyotes, raccoons and birds 
feeding around the lake but this year they have 
seen a huge drop. The Water District offered to 
help fill the lake but rangers say treated water 
will threaten the natural ecosystem.  
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Date: August 13, 2015 
ABC7 – Eyewitness News – OC YORBA 
LINDA WATER  
Time: 4:00PM-5:00PM 
Length: 2:00 MINUTES 
Origin: Local 
Type: News 

Greg Lee reports that residents of Yorba Linda 
are facing rising water rates even though they 
are using less water due to the state-mandated 
cutbacks. With more people buying less water, 
the district expects more than a $9 million 
budget deficit. In order to keep paying the bills, 
the board wants to increase the cost of service. 
The basic charge could potentially be raised 
about 5 percent every year through 2020 at the 
board’s discretion.  

Date: August 19, 2015 
ABC7 – Eyewitness News – CEMETERY 
WATER  
Time: 4:00PM-5:00PM 
Length: MINUTES 
Origin: Local 
Type: News 

Rob Hayes reports that Rose Hills Memorial 
Park in will be using 100 percent irrigated with 
recycled water by November. It took time to 
work out this plan because state law didn’t allow 
recycled water to be put into a hose bib.  

Date: August 20, 2015 
ABC7 – Eyewitness News –IE GRAND 
PRIX 
Time: 5:00PM-6:00PM 
Length: 2:15 MINUTES 
Origin: Local 
Type: News 

Leticia Juarez reports the cancellation of the 
Annual Lake Elsinore Grand Prix due to a lack 
of water from not enough rainfall. The 7.2 mile 
track requires thousands of gallons of water to 
make it usable. Thousands of participants 
usually attend the two-day races bringing in 
revenue for the area. Local sponsors will also 
take a large hit from the cancellation and they 
hope the event can return next season when 
they hope there will be more rain.   

Date: August 25, 2015  
ABC7 – Eyewitness News –DROUGHT 
TREES 
Time: 4:00PM-5:00PM 
Length: 2:15 MINUTES 
Origin: Local 
Type: News 

Leo Stallworth reports on the development of a 
new irrigation system that forces water go 
straight to the roots of trees. Arborist say it takes 
a lot less water to water a tree than grass.  

Date: August 27, 2015  
ABC7 – Eyewitness News – WATER USE   
Time: 4:30AM-7:00AM, 11:00AM-
12:00PM, 4:00PM-5:00PM  
Length: 8:30 MINUTES 
Origin: Local 
Type: News 

Darsha Philips and Amy Powell report that City 
of Ventura is one the state’s top performers in 
meeting water conservation goals. Officials have 
also had a lot of success with incentives such as 
rebates and posting signs on lawns. Mayor 
Cheryl Heitmann says people are taking the 
drought very seriously and it has been a 
community effort to conserve water.  
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Date: August 27, 2015 
ABC7 – Eyewitness News – OC 
DESALINATION PLANT  
Time: 5:00PM-6:00PM 
Length: 1:55 MINUTES 
Origin: Local 
Type: News 

Greg Lee reports that the Orange County Water 
District is taking steps towards building a 
desalination plant in Huntington Beach. 
Poseidon Water, the developer behind the 
desalination plant in Carlsbad, want to use the 
same technology in Orange County. A hearing 
will likely be held in early 2016. 

Date: August 27, 2015 
ABC7 – Eyewitness News –SEA LEVELS 
Time: 5:00PM-6:00PM 
Length: 2:00 MINUTES 
Origin: Local 
Type: News 

Rob Hayes reports on NASA’s finding that sea 
levels around the world have crept up eight 
inches over the last 80 years. This does not 
bode well for Southern California where the 
coast accounts for a massive chunk of the 
economy.  

Date: August 27, 2015 
ABC7 – Eyewitness News – IE WATER 
USE  
Time: 6:00PM-6:30PM 
Length: 2:35 MINUTES 
Origin: Local 
Type: News 

Leticia Juarez reports that in July Californians 
reduced their water consumption by 31% from 
the same month in 2013. However some 
districts have fallen short. Eastern Municipal 
Water District, the largest water agency in 
Riverside County, missed its target by 6.7 
percent. The district is working with the State 
Water Resource Control Board and so far its 
outreach efforts and recycled water program 
have allowed them to avoid a costly 
conservation order.  

Date: September 7, 2015 
ABC7 – Eyewitness News – FIRE 
DROUGHT 
Time: 5:00PM-6:00PM 
Length: 2:40 MINUTES 
Origin: Local 
Type: News 

Carlos Granda reports fire officials are worried 
that the dry hills are increasing fire danger in the 
area.   Despite conservation efforts to save 
water during the drought, the vegetation in brush 
areas needs to remain green.  They are asking 
residents in certain areas such as the foothills to 
water a little more. Many residents are confused 
because they don’t want to overwater and get 
fined but don’t want to cause fire hazards by not 
watering enough.  

Date: September 10, 2015 
ABC7 – Eyewitness News – EL NINO 
Time: 5:00PM-6:00PM 
Length: 2:00 MINUTES 
Origin: Local 
Type: News 

Carlos Granda reports that weather experts 
have upgraded the chances of an El Nino this 
year from moderate to strong. But they still say it 
doesn’t mean there will be above average 
rainfall this year. Scientists say they upgraded it 
because water temperatures in the Pacific are 
up another two degrees.  
 

 


