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January 3, 2017  Weather is a challenge with another winter storm 
warning expecting up to 12 more inches of snow.  

January 3, 2017 chatted about a proposed change to Oregon’s ban 
on using cell phones while driving could give the law more teeth.  
OSP cites between 400-500 drivers a month for distracted 
driving…mainly for cell phone use.  Some studies show distracted 
driving is as dangerous as fatigue or drunk driving.  The proposed bill 
would increase the fine from $500 to $6,000.

January 6, 2017 Central Oregon has had 3 significant storms drop 
dozens of inches of snow.  Snow has been a challenge for drivers 
and homeowners but good news for the snowpack.

January 9, 2017 Oregon Promise Deadline.  Students have less than 
2 months to apply for the states community college tuition assistance 
program.  Current high school seniors and college students 
participating in the first year of Oregon Promise must apply for state 
and federal grants than submit on online application for Oregon 
promise by March 6th.  State lawmakers have not yet renewed the 
program for 2017, but expected to discuss the issue in the upcoming 
session.  

January 9th, 2017 6:10am  
Central Oregon students have enjoyed 5 snow days, this school year, 
and districts are looking at what that means for the calendar.  
Perspective - from 1989 to 2009 they had five full school closures, in 
total. 
The state has a complicated formula to calculate the required number 
of student instruction days which dictates whether days must be 
added back in. 



January 10, 2017 Record snowfall is a problem for small businesses 
due to dangerous road conditions and huge piles/berms of snow left 
by snowplows.
Bend city crews continue their effort to clear roadways.  Dump trucks 
are hauling the snow out of downtown to a lot near Colorado and 
Scott Street.  City is asking drivers to try and park off street so plows 
and graders can reach the entire width of the street.  Cars are 
marked with orange cones that are buried in the snow.

January 11, 2017 Bend La Pine school officials are extending the 
school year because of the 5 snow days impacting the semester.  
The end of semester will move out one week and the district has 
added 4 days to the end of the school year in June.  Students will 
now go a full day of school Friday June 16th.  Classes continue 
Monday June 19th through Thursday June 22.  Graduation days will 
not change.

January 12, 2017 Governor Kate brown has declared a state of 
emergency in Oregon due to severe weather.  She has directed the 
Office of Emergency Management to coordinate efforts by the 
Department of Transportation, State Police and National Guard to 
help affected communities.  Crook County Commissioners declared a 
local emergency earlier this week and asked for state help.  She did 
not specifically mention Central Oregon.

January 12, 2017 The Fed Ex Ship Center in Northeast Bend is in 
danger of collapsing likely due to the excess weight caused by heavy 
snow.  The roof is sagging and there is a natural gas smell and the 
sound of groaning and creaking.  Bend Fire can see steel roof 
supports starting to twist and deform.  The building will remain closed 
until the structure can be secured for safety.  Everyone must wait to 
pick up packages.  There are roof rakes in there!  Several people 
have ordered roof rakes to remove snow and will continue to wait.  
Including Ron and Leslie. 

January 12, 2017 Downtown Redmond’s 6th street is closed until 10 
this morning so crews can haul away accumulating snow.  



January 13, 2017 The Pacific Northwest Red Cross has an 
emergency need for blood donors.  Snow and icy roads have forced 
cancelation of a number of blood drives.  

January 13, 2017 Bend La Pine Schools are now closed and will be 
inspected for roof damage from the heavy snowfall, following 
yesterday’s collapse at the Highland Magnet School at Kenwood.  
Staff discovered the collapse just after 7:30 am.  Traffic is a tangled 
mess with parents going to the school to pick up their kids.

January 13, 2017 Warming weather forecast for early next week has 
local officials worried about the potential for flooding. The flood 
danger is serious, given unprecedented snow totals. There is a 
request for the public to uncover street storm drains… Some people 
may even need sandbags. Now’s the time to prepare ODOT believes 
it will be a flood event for the state, county and city and we should all 
prepare…it would help if citizens can storm drains on their street

January 16, 2017 the number of confirmed flu cases in Oregon 
doubled the first week of January.  Many patients are going to 
emergency rooms.  It’s recommended you go to urgent care instead 
of the hospital.  Cover your cough and stay home to prevent the 
spread of the flu.

January 16, 2017 The FedEx Ship Center in Bend remains closed 
after massive snow loads put the roof in danger of collapsing at the 
Northeast Jamison warehouse.  A FedEx spokesperson says they 
have moved all packages from the closed station to a nearby facility 
and are working to prioritize and expedite deliveries.

January 17, 2017 a number of local families are going without heating 
fuel, while propane reportedly sits on a train in Redmond.  The 
railroad won’t release the car.  

January 17, 2017 Great news!  Flood concerns have eased, however 
local officials are still urging residents to take precautions over the 
next few days.  National weather service has reduced the amount of 
expected rainfall and temperatures.  Self-serve sandbag filling 
stations will still be open today for those in need in Sisters, Redmond, 
Bend, Sunriver and La Pine.



January 17, 2017 Tax changes.  Expect a delay in getting refunds 
this year.  Both state and the IRS are holding refunds until after 
February 15th to combat fraud.  The extra time will give agencies time 
to verify that amounts claimed on returns match what employers 
report. 

January 17, 2017 Bend La Pine Schools and Redmond Schools 
remain closed today for snow removal and facility assessments.  
Hundreds of employees and contractors have worked since Thursday 
to clear snow from rooftops after a gym collapsed in Bend.  Redmond 
schools plan to open tomorrow.  BLP will have a rolling open.  

January 18, 2017 7:10 am Richard Miller from Central Oregon Rocks 
was in the studio to promote Oregon Golden Gloves Championships 
at Eagle Crest scheduled for this January 20-21st.  Tickets available 
ringside.  541-678-2286 Doors open Friday 6pm.  Saturday at 5pm.  
Several local boxers are doing great and ranked in the top 10 in the 
country.

January 18, 2017 the city offered up sandbags in the Bend area 
through self serve filling stations for those concerned about flooding 
as the region thaws.  Bend started with 13 thousand bags and 193 
tons of sand…and were all gone by midday.  I picked up some for my 
house.

January 19, 2017 Deschutes County Assessors Office reminds 
residents of a little known program that could help those whose 
homes suffer damage from an Act of God like recent heavy snowfall.  
There could be a cut on the property tax bill.  Application forms are 
available online at the Deschutes County website, on the Assessors 
page.  Applications must be submitted by June 30th.

January 19, 2017 the weight of snow and rain continues to cause 
problems for buildings across the High Desert.  The roof collapsed at 
the vacant Rays Food Place on Century drive Wednesday morning.  
There were reports of smaller collapses from Sisters to Prineville as 
well.  



January 20, 2017 Snow clean up continues at W.E. Miller elementary 
and Elk Meadow elementary.  All Bend La Pine Schools should be 
open on Friday. Redmond officials released a revised school 
calendar to address missed days.  Last day of school for Redmond is 
now June 16th.  

January 20, 2017 Ride sharing services could be available in Bend as 
soon as mid March, if City Counselors approve changes to the 
current code.  Biggest changes will be to insurance requirements and 
background checks.  

January 23, 2017 Deschutes County sheriffs Deputy shot and killed a 
cougar in La Pine over the weekend.  The agency says the incident 
came following multiple reports of pets attacked and in some cases 
killed by the cougar in the past week.  Resident on Glenwood drive 
reported the cougar was under their deck, which is less than a 
quarter mile from a daycare and about a mile from Rosland 
Elementary.

January 25, 2017 State Officials urge south county residents to be 
aware of cougars in the La Pine area.  USDA wildlife Services and 
ODFW are tracking a cougar after a sighting Tuesday morning near 
the Corner Store in La Pine.  They killed three cougars Monday and 
on Saturday, a Sheriffs deputy shot and killed a cougar under a deck.  
They believe the cats are having trouble hunting their traditional prey 
in deep snow.
Chatted with Gary Lewis at 8:10 am and discussed shooting a cougar 
in self defense and maybe getting a cougar tag is a good option to 
consider so you are not charged with poaching.

January 25, 2017 8:10 am Gary Lewis Outdoors – hunters and 
anglers are getting a more complete picture of rule changes made in 
the final days of the Obama Administration. Local outdoor expert 
Gary Lewis says the former Director of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service issued an order on his last day on the job, making it illegal to 
use lead ammunition and fishing tackle in areas managed by the 
agency.  Lewis says the new rule may conflict with state law which 
requires lead ammo be used in some firearms.



January 25, 2017 6:35am You’ll likely see a lot more life jackets 
during a lazy summer float trip down the Deschutes River in coming 
years, if a proposal from the Oregon State Marine Board passes 
muster with lawmakers, requiring users of no motorized craft on rivers 
or streams to wear that safety gear – or face a fine of up to $30.

Canoes, kayaks and stand-up paddleboards are defined and 
considered separately as "no motorized boats," and users would be 
required to get and carry a $4 weekly, $12 yearly or $20 biennial 
permit. They are already required to have an aquatic invasive species 
permit, and would shift to this new permit, part of which would fund 
that program and the rest to new efforts to expand no motorized boat 
and craft facilities, access, law enforcement and education. There is 
no permit requirement or fee proposed for the inner tube floater 
crowd.

January 26, 2017 The Homeless Leadership Coalition led a one-day 
effort to count the regions homeless population yesterday.  
Volunteers conducted surveys at more than a dozen sites across the 
tri county area and visited camps last night to connect with those 
unwilling or unable to get to a count site.  The data is used to secure 
federal funding for support services.  Results released in the spring.

January 26, 2017 More than 150 thousand Oregonians have signed 
up for health insurance through Healthcare.gov.  The deadline to 
enroll for coverage this year is coming up Tuesday.  Oregonians 
getting federal assistance on average receive 349 dollars a month.  
While there is talk of repealing the Affordable Care Act, that hasn’t 
happened yet and the requirement to have insurance remains in 
place.

January 27, 2017 The Oregon Board of Education will help school 
districts coping with winter weather that forced students to miss days.  
Districts can apply to count up to 14 hours of emergency school 
closures as missed instructional time.  It was an option prior to the 
school year but was changed to give students more instructional time.  
Districts have to apply to the Board of Education to get the waiver.  
Nearly every central Oregon school district lost more than a weeks 
worth of days and most have already adjusted calendars to make 
some of those up.



January 27, 2017 The Oregon Department of education says schools 
are getting more students to graduate but they have a long way to go.  
In 2016, 74.8 percent of Oregon students earned a high school 
diploma in 4 years…that’s a 1 percent increase from the year before 
and keeps the state near the lowest in the country.
Bend La Pine schools are at 77.5 percent in 2016.  The districts five 
high schools put up good numbers but the overall rate includes 
several alternative programs like the National Guard Youth Challenge 
and J Bar J Learning Center.
Redmond’s rate jumps 8.6 percent over the past year at 79 percent.  

February 8, 2017 the jury duty scam has resurfaced in Deschutes 
County.  The Sheriffs Office says a man calls claiming to be a 
Lieutenant with the agency.  He tells would be victims there is a 
warrant for their arrest because they missed jury duty and the only 
way to avoid jail is by providing the account number for a prepaid 
debit card.  Some have fallen for the scam and have lost significant 
amounts of money.  The Sheriffs Office reminds citizens they typically 
advise of a warrant in person, with proper credentials.  

February 16, 2017 Deschutes County Sheriffs Office kicks off a patrol 
blitz today, cracking down on those violating seatbelt and child 
restraint laws, as well as texting while driving, speeding and other 
traffic violations.  The agency plans to use unmarked vehicles during 
this weeks blitz through Sunday.   

February 22, 2017 8:10am A bill in the Oregon Legislature would 
prohibit employers from firing workers if marijuana is detected in their 
system – if they aren’t impaired.  An employment attorney 
representing businesses says if passed, the law likely wouldn’t stand 
up to a Supreme Court challenge because it violates the federal 
controlled substances act.  Under the bill, workers could still be fired if 
they’re caught under the influence or the drug affects the quality of 
their work.  

March 2, 2017 8:35am The Redmond School District has notified 
teachers and staff of a massive data breech that led to a scammer 
receiving the personal information for all employees, including 
names, Social Security numbers, and addresses. The scammer 
posed as Superintendent Mike McIntosh in an email requesting all W-



2 forms from the district office. Officials notified employees of the 
breech on Monday

March 6, 2017 7:10am and 9:35am The University of Oregon trustees 
have approved tuition increases for the upcoming school year of 10.6 
percent for in state students and 3 percent for out of state students.  
Cost of the school year including fees will be $11, 931 for residents 
and $34, 611 for non-residents.  The tuition increase is necessary 
because the state legislature did not increase funding for schools 
next year even though next years costs are increasing by $25 million.
*About $7 million of the cost increase is required by the Public 
Employees retirement Systems demands.

March 9, 2017 7:10am (2:30min) Paul Carter was in to chat about 
The Oregon High Desert Friends of NRA Fundraiser Auction and 
Raffle on March 25th at the Riverhouse Hotel and Convention Center  
(FriendsofNRA.org) doors open at 4pm.  

March 13, 2017 7:20am Former Bend mayor Allan Bruckner has an 
idea to increase affordable housing options in Bend.  He wants City 
counselors to consider allowing a developer put manufactured homes 
in the Juniper Ridge area, on the northeast side of town.  He said it 
would lower the cost of housing because the land was given to the 
city by the county, and manufactured homes cost about half of stick 
built homes. He feels it would spur growth at the industrial park that 
only has 2 tenants.  Talked about how OSU Cascades campus 
should’ve  been built there.

March 29, 2017 9:20am (2 min)
A bill to make it illegal to be a “left lane hog” has passed the state 
senate and now moves to the House for consideration.  It applies to 
two lane roads where the speed limit is above 55 miles an hour.  The 
bills sponsor, Senator Ginny Burdick says the left lane should be 
reserved for those passing slower vehicles.  The bill allows 
exceptions for rough or dangerous conditions in the right lane.
Just another way for the state to make $$$.  Ron mentioned ticket is 
$110.  


