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January 08th
Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN.
Dr. Alvin Ponder-Vice President, NYC chapter, National Action Network (NAN)
Katrina Jefferson
Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble 
 Guests 
Pastor Gabby Cudjoe Wilkes, The Double Love Experience, Brooklyn NY
Manhattan District Attorney- Alvin Bragg
Keynote- Rev. Al Sharpton

 Manhattan District Attorney Alvin Bragg attends NAN’s 1st broadcast of 2022 as Rev. 
Sharpton stands in support of him amidst recent allegations of his stance on crime 
guidelines.

Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN.
Rev. Sharpton included the following points in his weekly message:

1. Biden, Harris to Travel to Atlanta to Push for Voting Rights
Reverend Al Sharpton was invited to join President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala 
Harris in Atlanta on Tuesday as the administration push for voting rights. President Biden will 
deliver a speech in Atlanta that will focus on the need to pass voting rights legislation and is 
expected to forcefully speak out against ongoing attempts to suppress the vote. The effort—which 
has been praised by National Action Network—comes a week before the annual Martin Luther 
King Day commemorations.  The U.S. Senate is expected to take up voting rights in the next few 
weeks. Senate Majority Leader Chuck Schumer has set a deadline of January 17th—Martin 
Luther King Day—for the Senate to vote on a rules change if Republicans continue to block 
voting rights legislation.

2. NAN Reacts to Sentencing of Ahmaud Arbery’s Killers
The life sentences of the three convicted murders of Ahmaud Arbery in Brunswick, Georgia is no 
justice. Its accountability. “When NAN got involved last year supporting the parents and lawyers, 
the local DA wouldn’t even arrest the killers,” said Reverend Sharpton. “Today’s sentencing shows 
that results come from sustained movements.”

3. Order RIGHTEOUS TROUBLEMAKERS: Untold Stories of the Social Justice 
Movement in America

Pre-order Reverend Al Sharpton’s latest book Righteous Troublemakers: Untold Stories of the 
Social Justice Movement in America at www.alsharptonbooks.com. The book is available on 
January 11th and includes profiles of some of the following individuals:
-Pauli Murray, whose early work informed Thurgood Marshall’s legal argument for Brown v. 
Board of Education
-Claudette Colvin, who refused to give up her seat on a segregated bus months before Rosa Parks 
did the same
-Gwen Carr, whose private pain in losing her son Eric Garner stoked her public activism against 
police brutality

http://www.alsharptonbooks.com/


Reverend Sharpton also gives his personal take on more widely known individuals, revealing 
overlooked details, historical connections, and a perspective informed by years of working on the 
front line of the social justice movement.

4. Remembering Sidney Poitier
National Action Network and Reverend Al Sharpton extend our sincere condolences to the 
family of Sidney Potier who died on Friday at the age of 94. A legendary actor and activist, Mr. 
Poitier was the first Black man to win an Oscar for best actor. “He was to Hollywood what Jackie 
Robinson was to baseball,” said Reverend Sharpton. “He broke the color barrier at the top level.”

5. Honoring Professor Lani Guinier
National Action Network and Reverend Al Sharpton remember Lani Guinier, a brilliant legal 
scholar and longtime professor at Harvard Law School. She died on Friday at the age of 71. 
Professor Guinier was a staunch supporter of the work of National Action Network, attending our 
marches across the years and was a panelist at NAN’s convention in 2016.

January 15th

Committee reports and announcements-Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & 
General Counsel, NAN 
Dr. Alvin Ponder-Vice President, NYC chapter, NAN
Katrina Jefferson-NY Coordinator, NAN
Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble
Dawn Jones- Chairperson, Political action committee, NYC chapter
Special guests
Rev. Ayyad B. Starkey, Assistant Pastor, New St James Baptist church,  Newark, NJ
Bronx Borough President, Vanessa Gibson
 Keynote
 Rev. Dr. Al Sharpton
Themes

1) King Holiday: A Day On

Now more than ever, during the most challenging time in our nation, we must remember and 
protect Dr. Martin Luther King’s threatened legacy. Founded in the spirit and tradition of Dr. 
King’s principles, National Action Network (NAN) is proud to be the legacy organization of Dr. 
King. On this day, NAN encourages elected officials, community activists, clergy, and leaders 
across the country to pause and remember the example of Dr. King and the importance of his work. 
Our annual King Day events not only celebrate Dr. King’s legacy but also provide an opportunity 
to refocus on the work we each do to advance his dream.

Every year, NAN's Washington DC Bureau, led by Rev. Al Sharpton and Senior Vice President 
of Policy and Strategic Partnerships, Ebonie Riley, celebrate Dr. Martin Luther King Day by 



holding a breakfast in his honor in Washington, DC. This year's ceremony will virtually honor 
individuals in their respective fields whose work has expanded justice and equality in their 
communities.

Co-Chaired by Martin Luther King, III, and Tanya L. Lombard, Vice President, Global Public, 
and External Affairs, Head of Multicultural Strategic Initiatives at AT&T Services, Inc.

Past King Day Breakfast honorees have included: 42nd President of the United States, Honorable 
Bill Clinton, 82nd Attorney General of the United States Eric Holder, Robert Smith, Berry Gordy, 
Motown Founder, former NAACP President Bruce Gordon, Debbie Allen, Executive Producer, 
Grey's Anatomy, Director, Choreographer, Actress, Dancer, and Catherine Hughes, Chairperson, 
and Founder, Radio One, Inc., among others. Our past speakers include Vice President of the 
United States, Joe Biden, United States Attorney General Loretta Lynch, United States Secretary 
of Health and Human Services, to name a few.

This year’s speakers will be:

Kristen Clarke, Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights, U.S. Department of Justice

Martin Luther King, III, Chairman of the Board, Drum Major Institute

Arndrea Waters King, President, Drum Major Institute

Secretary Janet Yellen, 78th Secretary, U.S. Department of Treasury

This year’s honorees will be:

MLK Day Lifetime of Excellence in Public Policy

The Honorable Joyce Beatty, 27th Chair of the Congressional Black Caucus (CBC)

MLK Visionary Award

Ron Busby, President, and CEO of the U.S Black Chambers, Inc. (USBC)

MLK Business & Communications Award



Joshua DuBois & Michelle DuBois, Value Partnerships

MLK Day Youth Award

Yolanda Renee King, Granddaughter of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.

MLK Labor Leader Award

Fred Redmond, Secretary-Treasurer, AFL-CIO

You can watch the virtual awards ceremony live on www.nationalactionnetwork.net or The 
National Action Network on Facebook.

Our annual Public Policy Forum at our National Headquarters, the House of Justice, at 106 
West 145th Street at the corner of Lenox Ave from 1 pm - 3:30 pm with limited seating on a 
first-come, first-serve basis and in compliance with local COVID-19 guidelines. Local elected 
officials have participated in the New York City forum to address the local community on what 
they will do in the coming year to continue making Dr. King's dream possible and how your efforts 
this year will align with his legacy. This year's Martin Luther King Day Celebration will 
commemorate Dr. King's legacy following one of the most historic presidential elections of our 
lifetime, as we reckon with a new configuration of both our national and state legislatures.

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, all federal, state, and local CDC guidelines will be followed, 
including the following:

·   Temperatures will be taken upon arrival.

·   Masks must be worn at all times.

·   Social distancing will be enforced.

·   Gathering capacity guidelines will be followed.

The program will be available via live streaming on NAN's Facebook page.

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect-us.mimecast.com%2Fs%2FHCWnCL90zwFPm4lfB6xj3%3Fdomain%3Dnationalactionnetwork.net&data=04%7C01%7Cjwatson1%40diverseeducation.com%7Cca648f29a3134ce04aa908d9d78e2f88%7C51e0b4f86cf0405f893fc9aa5fc38e0b%7C0%7C0%7C637777828868503014%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&sdata=vssG%2Fx2p1V%2Ftdo8FAdKmAnWu8OzYWNWI7%2BCKi%2FxEWh8%3D&reserved=0


To confirm your participation, or for additional information, don't hesitate to get in touch with us 
at 877.626.4651

 Sharpton Calls for Policing Reform During Eulogy for 14-Year-Old Killed by Stray Police 
Bullet

Reverend Al Sharpton delivered the eulogy on Monday for Valentina Orellana-Peralta, the 14-
year-old who was accidently shot by police who opened fire on a suspect inside a Burlington Coat 
Factory in North Hollywood two days before Christmas. 

Reverend Sharpton used the eulogy to call for urgent police reform. 

"Now we must -- in the name of Valentina -- give justice and change how we do policing,” said 
Reverend Sharpton. “We must make new laws, we must make new training." 

Reverend Sharpton added: "Those that don't know how to go into a department store during 
Christmas and not shoot like this is the wild, wild west must be held accountable,” he said. “They 
must put value on human life."

Valentina—an immigrant from Santiago, Chile—was killed on December 23 in a dressing room 
while shopping for a Christmas dress with her mother. Police responded to the store following 
reports of an assault inside. Once they arrived, they fatally shot 24-year-old Daniel Elena Lopez.

The community has understandably expressed over the shooting and the lost of a young child. 

"The circumstances of nationality and race (are) important. It's important because we need to make 
it clear that we don't just fight for our own, because we all are our own -- whether you are from 
South Central, Harlem or Chile. Right is right and right must stand up for those that are right," 
Reverend Sharpton said, adding that just because the author was Black “does not mean we don't 
want a thorough, intense investigation and let the evidence lead to where he is held accountable 
like any other officer."

Still, he wondered if the shooting would have happened had it taken place "in another area and 
another income level and another race."



"She deserves the same value as if she was a superstar on a lot in Hollywood making people 
millions of dollars,” said Reverend Sharpton. :Her life matters to us. That's why we're here," he 
said.

2) Sharpton Attend Voting Rights Speech in Atlanta 

Reverend Al Sharpton joined President Joe Biden and Vice President Kamala Harris in Atlanta 
on Tuesday as the administration pushed for voting rights. President Biden delivered a rousing 
speech in Atlanta that focused on the need to pass voting rights legislation. He forcefully spoke 
out against ongoing attempts to suppress the vote. The effort—which has been praised by National 
Action Network—came ahead of the annual Martin Luther King Day commemorations.  The U.S. 
Senate is expected to take up voting rights in the next few weeks. Senate Majority Leader Chuck 
Schumer has set a deadline of January 17th—Martin Luther King Day—for the Senate to vote on 
a rules change if Republicans continue to block voting rights legislation. 

“There was a clear call issued at President Biden and Vice President Harris’ rally to Democrats to 
challenge whether they’ll be on the side of Dr. King and John Lewis or be on the side of George 
Wallace and Bull Connor by voting against a sitting president on Dr. King’s holiday,” said 
Reverend Sharpton

3) NAN Responds to Tragic Fire in the Bronx

Bronx Borough President Vanessa Gibson attended the National Action Network action rally 
today to update the community on the tragic fire that killed 17 people, including eight children. 
The Mayor’s Fund to Advance New York City, in partnership with Mayor Eric Adams and the 
City of New York is raising money to support the victims. 

6) Remembering James Mtume

National Action Network and Reverend Al Sharpton extend our sincere condolences to the 
family of James Mtume, musician, songwriter, record producer, activist and radio personality. “I 
was so blessed to have him in my journey,” said Reverend Sharpton. “The world is a better place 
because of Mtume. May he Rest in Peace and Power.” 



7) Happy Birthday, Reverend Herbert Daughtry!

National Action Network and Reverend Al Sharpton celebrates Reverend Herbert Daughtry 
on his 91st birthday! 

January 22nd
Committee reports and announcements
Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & General Counsel, NAN
 Dr. Alvin Ponder-Vice President, NYC chapter, NAN
Katrina Jefferson-NY Coordinator, NAN (if time permits)
Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble
 Gina Williams- Co-chair, The Education committee, NYC chapter
Miles Travis Boyd- NAN Youth Huddle Member/ Associate Pastor Canaan Baptist Church of 
Christ, Harlem, NY
 Special guests 
Janna Lieber- The new President and CEO of the MTA 
Rev. Kevin Lamár Peterman, Director Of Strategic Initiatives at Howard University School of 
Divinity/ Associate Pastor, Shiloh Baptist Church, Washington, DC
Keynote
 Rev. Dr. Al Sharpton
Themes- 
The broadcast was dedicated to the following icons:
Reverend Al Sharpton and National Action Network extend our condolences to the family and 
friends of Andre Leon Talley.  
“Andre was a trailblazer and trendsetter. He was at heart, a fierce activist as well. I will cherish 
our long intense conversations and his constant emails of advice. A true giant has fallen.”
A fashion icon, Andre Leon Talley rose through the ranks to become an American fashion 
journalist, stylist, creative director, and editor-at-large of Vogue magazine. He was the magazine's 
fashion news director from 1983 to 1987, its first African American male creative director from 
1988 to 1995, and then its editor-at-large from 1998 to 2013.
 
Reverend Al Sharpton and National Action Network extend our condolences to the family and 
friends of Judge Bob Pickett. Judge Pickett was one of the original hosts of “Open-Line” on 
WBLS radio in New York City along with the late Bob Slade and James Mtume. Judge Pickett’s 
death comes a week after the death of James Mtume.
 

- Rev. Sharpton also did an extensive recap of KING Day and NAN’s events

January 29th

Committee reports and announcements
Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & General Counsel, NAN
 Dr. Alvin Ponder-Vice President, NYC chapter, NAN
Katrina Jefferson-NY Coordinator, NAN (if time permits)



Brvon Neal (guest musical director) and the change ensemble
Aaliyah Guillory Nickens - NAN Youth Huddle rep

 Special guest
Rev. Reginald Bachus, Senior Pastor Mt. Ollie Baptist Church, Brooklyn NY

Keynote
 Rev. Dr. Al Sharpton
Themes

1. The U.S. Supreme Court Watch
 
This week, U.S. Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer announced that he will retire at the end 
of the current term. Justice Breyer, 83, has served on the court for more than 27 years. This decision 
has sparked an outpouring of calls for President Biden to follow through on his campaign pledge 
and nominate a Black woman Supreme Court justice.
 
“As a presidential candidate, Joe Biden said that if elected, he would name a Black woman to the 
Supreme Court. We are looking for promises made to be promises kept,” said Reverend Al 
Sharpton, who was pleased to learn that President Biden has remained firm on this commitment. 
“There are many Black women in the judicial system more than qualified to be nominated. 
Secondly, we will be on high alert to make sure that Mitch McConnell does not try to block 
President Biden’s nominee as he successfully blocked President Obama’s nomination of Judge 
Merrick Garland. This opportunity presents a critical choice given that affirmative action, voting 
rights, and other key issues are before this court.”
 
Likely contenders to succeed Justice Breyer include U.S. Circuit Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson of 
the Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia, a former Breyer law clerk; and Leondra Kruger, 
a justice on California’s Supreme Court.
 

1. A Call to Justice
 
Reverend Al Sharpton joined Dr. W. Franklyn Richardson, Board Chair of NAN and Chair of 
the Conference of National Black Churches (CNBC) this week for a Zoom call with Black clergy 
and leaders of the Black Church earlier this week to discuss Voting Rights.
 

2. Calling for an End to Violence
 
Last Saturday, National Action Network’s Youth Huddle held a prayer vigil for New York 
Police Department officer Jason Rivera who was fatally shot and Wilbert Mora, who was 
critically injured in Harlem. The pandemic of gun violence has devastated communities across the 
nation, and NAN continues its efforts to promote peace and encourage conflict resolution.
 

3. Condolences
 



Reverend Al Sharpton and National Action Network extend our condolences to the family of 
lawyer and civil rights activist Colin Moore. Mr. Moore was best nationally known for defending 
the accused during the Central Park Jogger trial. This week, Reverend Sharpton delivered the 
eulogy for his longtime friend. May He Rest in Peace!

February 05th

Committee reports and announcements 
Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & General Counsel, NAN
 Dr. Alvin Ponder-Vice President, NYC chapter, NAN
Katrina Jefferson-NY Coordinator, NAN (if time permits)
Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble
- Rosa Jackson- Member, The membership committee, NYC chapter
-Patrice Perry - NAN Youth Huddle advisor
Special guest
Rev. Shawn Mason, Senior Pastor, the Freedom Church, Brooklyn NY
 Keynote
Rev. Dr. Al Sharpton
Themes

1) Civil Rights Leaders Seek Meeting with NFL Commissioner to Discuss Lack of 
Diversity 

The leaders of the country’s top civil rights organizations sent a letter to NFL Commissioner 
Roger Goodell requesting a meeting to discuss a lack of diversity in the NFL. 

This request—initiated by Reverend Al Sharpton and National Action Network—arises in the 
wake of a class-action lawsuit filed this week against the NFL and its 32 teams by former Miami 
Dolphins coach Brian Flores, citing racial discrimination. 

Allegedly fired by the Dolphins for refusing to purposely lose games in exchange for $100,000 
bonuses, Flores claims he then participated in sham interviews with other teams who sought only 
to comply with the NFL’s Rooney rule, which requires two minority candidates to be interviewed 
for vacant head-coaching positions.

On Saturday, Brian Flores will appear on Reverend Sharpton’s PoliticsNation show on MSNBC 
to discuss the matter. Reverend Sharpton spoke to Mr. Flores earlier this week to offer his support. 

“We must all unite behind Coach Flores to help break this racist pattern in the NFL,” said Reverend 
Sharpton. “They cannot donate their way out of this. They also can’t use Black celebrities to give 
them the façade of diversity. We will be rallying and going to the appropriate officials to go after 
the NFL.” 

With the 32 teams in league, there are no Black owners, and only 1 Black coach, despite the fact 
that 70% of the players are Black. “This must be stopped now!”



Letter Sent to Commissioner Goodell:

Roger Goodell

Commissioner

The National Football League 

 

Dear Mr. Goodell:

We request an immediate meeting with you to discuss the continued lack of diversity among the 
ownership and coaching in the National Football League. Despite continued efforts and 
commitments, we are still sitting here today with 32 teams, not one Black owner and only one 
Black coach. This is an outrage at best, and requires your immediate attention.

In light of the recent lawsuit filed by Brian Flores, it has brought this attention back to the forefront 
of our community, and it is important that you have an immediate open dialogue with Civil Rights 
leadership. We are being asked to do everything within our power, including direct action at next 
week’s Super Bowl, as well as appealing to local municipalities that underwrite and give special 
considerations to stadiums to pressure the NFL and its owners to get more serious about enforcing 
the ruling law.

Time is of essence, and we hope to meet with you within hours, not days.

Signed,

 

Rev. Al Sharpton

President, National Action Network

 

Marc Morial

President, National Urban League

 

Barbara Skinner

Co-convener, National African American Clergy Network



 

Derrick Johnson

President and CEO, NAACP

 

Melanie Campbell

President, Black Women’s Roundtable

 

2) Save the Date: NAN’s Annual Convention  

NAN’s Convention will take place on April 6th – April 9th 2022 at the Sheraton Times Square 
New York Hotel located at 811 7th Ave., in New York City.  

Join us as we gather with some of the country’s most influential figures – from top government 
officials, to faith and civil rights leaders and grassroots organizers. We will celebrate our 31st year 
by addressing our nation’s extraordinary crisis in racial justice and connecting to meaningful forms 
of action. As always, we will strive to address systemic inequalities and advance political, 
educational, social, and economic equality for our community.

You can now register for the convention today!

The convention is free and open to the public, but you must register. Visit 
www.nationalactionnetwork.net to register today!

February 12th

Committee reports and announcements 
Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & General Counsel, NAN
 Dr. Alvin Ponder-Vice President, NYC chapter, NAN
Katrina Jefferson-NY Coordinator, NAN
Derek Perkinson, Director of Crisis, NYC, NAN

Special guests 
Dr. Weldon McWilliams IV, Chair of the Department of Black Studies, SUNY New Paltz/ Pastor, 
Christ Temple Baptist Church, Paterson, NJ 

 Keynote
 Rev. Dr. Al Sharpton
Themes- Reverend Sharpton to Deliver Eulogy at Amir Locke’s Funeral 

http://www.nationalactionnetwork.net


Reverend Al Sharpton will deliver the eulogy at the funeral for Amir Locke, the man 
killed by Minneapolis police last week.

Locke's parents appeared on Sharpton's MSNBC show PoliticsNation last weekend to 
discuss the deadly shooting, that came as Minneapolis police executed a "no-knock" 
search warrant at an apartment last Wednesday.  

Locke, who was sleeping on a couch, was shot within seconds of police entering the 
apartment. Police say Locke had a gun in his hand – which his parents say he owned 
legally. 

February 19th

         Committee reports and announcements
Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & General Counsel, NAN
Dr. Alvin Ponder-Vice President, NYC chapter, NAN
Katrina Jefferson-NY Coordinator, NAN (if time permits)
Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble 
Thomas Carswell, Vice President, The men’s auxiliary, NYC NAN
Special guest
Rev. Malcolm J. Byrd, Senior Pastor, The Historic Mother AME Zion church, Harlem, NY.  
Keynote
Rev. Dr. Al Sharpton

Themes- In Eulogizing Amir Locke, Reverend Sharpton Calls for Ban of No-knock 
Warrants

In his eulogy of Amir Locke, Reverend. Al Sharpton said that the 22-year-old man would still 
be alive if the city of Minneapolis had banned no-knock warrants. 

1. “Amir was not guilty of anything but being young and Black in America,” said Reverend 
Sharpton, who was invited to Minneapolis by the victim’s family. If Minneapolis had banned 
no-knock warrants “we wouldn’t be at a funeral this morning.”

 

Body camera video showed officers executing the warrant and finding Amir Locke, who didn't 
live at the home, sleeping under a blanket on the couch. He was shot less than 10 seconds after 
officers entered the room, still covered in the blanket.

 

The funeral was held at Shiloh Temple Ministries, the same church where Daunte Wright was 
laid to rest after he was unjustly killed a police officer.



 

“This has to stop,” said Reverend Sharpton. “The laws must be changed and the officers must 
be held accountable.”

 

Reverend Sharpton said that for too long Black people have been seen as “nameless suspects.”

 

"That's why it didn't matter that Amir's name wasn't on the warrant -- 'cause we don't have a 
right to a name in the eyes of some in this country. We are nameless suspects," Reverend 
Sharpton said. "We are no longer gonna be your nameless suspects," he added. "Amir has a 
name. His name wasn't on your warrant -- but his name's gonna be in your law book."

 

Reverend Sharpton said that gross racial inequities must be addressed.

 

“The problem is not training. You want to know how to train police? Train them the same way 
you do in white neighborhoods,” said Reverend Sharpton. “You all must have two different 
training books, because you all don’t train them to run up in white folks’ houses and shoot first 
and ask questions later."

Civil Rights Attorney Ben Crump, who is representing the Locke family, said Amir Locke 
was killed for "sleeping while Black," and blamed the local political leadership for not banning 
no-knock warrants.

 

2) NFL Commissioner Meets With Civil Rights Leaders

 

NFL Commissioner Roger Goodell and a few team owners and executives met Thursday with 
civil rights leaders, who urged the league to make drastic changes to its hiring practices to 
improve diversity in leadership positions.

 

Goodell was joined on the video call by Pittsburgh Steelers president Art Rooney II, Atlanta 
Falcons owner and chairman Arthur Blank, Arizona Cardinals owner Michael Bidwell, 



Baltimore Ravens executive vice president Ozzie Newsome, Houston Texans limited partner 
Javier Loya, and other top NFL executives.

 

Rev. Al Sharpton was joined on the Thursday call by Marc H. Morial, president of the 
National Urban League; NAACP president and CEO Derrick Johnson, National 
Coalition on Black Civic Participation president and CEO Melanie Campbell, and 
National African American Clergy Network co-convener Dr. Barbara Williams-Skinner.

 

The meeting was the continuation of a discussion that began with Goodell last week, in which 
the leaders called for a replacement of the Rooney Rule, a policy established in 2003 that 
requires teams to interview candidates of color for head coaching and senior football operation 
positions.

 

“The meeting with NFL Commissioner Goodell and the team owners was a step in the right 
direction, but we want timetables and goals to crystalize their commitment,” said Reverend 
Sharpton. “We can be as antagonistic or as cooperative as needed, but we will not sit idly until 
this issue is resolved. We hope that the purpose of bringing on Loretta Lynch is to solve the 
Flores lawsuit, not to fight it,” he added. “We want justice for Brian Flores. We enjoyed the 
Super Bowl halftime show but we want a full-time commitment from the NFL” 

3) Apply for Affordable Connectivity Program

 

The Affordable Connectivity Program is an FCC benefit program that helps ensure that 
households can afford the broadband they need for work, school, healthcare and more.

The Affordable Connectivity Program is limited to one monthly service discount and one 
device discount per household.

Who Is Eligible for the Affordable Connectivity Program?

 

A household is eligible if a member of the household meets at least one of the criteria below:

•        Has an income that is at or below 200% of the federal poverty guidelines; or



•        Participates in certain assistance programs, such as SNAP, Medicaid, Federal Public 
Housing Assistance, SSI, WIC, or Lifeline;

•        Participates in Tribal specific programs, such as Bureau of Indian Affairs General 
Assistance, Tribal TANF, or Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations;

•        Is approved to receive benefits under the free and reduced-price school lunch 
program or the school breakfast program, including through the USDA Community 
Eligibility Provision in the 2019-2020, 2020-2021, or 2021-2022 school year;

•        Received a Federal Pell Grant during the current award year; or

•        Meets the eligibility criteria for a participating provider's existing low-income program.

 

Two Steps to Enroll

 

1.       Go to ACPBenefit.org to submit an application or print out a mail-in application.

2.       Contact your preferred participating provider to select a plan and have the discount 
applied to your bill.

Some providers may have an alternative application that they will ask you to complete.

Eligible households must both apply for the program and contact a participating provider to 
select a service plan.

 February 26th

Committee reports and announcements 
Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & General Counsel, NAN
Dr. Alvin Ponder-Vice President, NYC chapter, NAN
Katrina Jefferson-NY Coordinator, NAN (if time permits)
Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble
Pinnacle Garcia, NAN Youth Huddle Rep, and Shams Da Baron “The Homeless Hero” 
Special guests (Remembering Trayvon Martin 10 years gone)
Rev. Dr. David Brawley, Senior Pastor, St. Paul Community Baptist Church, Brooklyn NY
Sybrina Fulton- Mother of Trayvon Martin
Senator Chuck Schumer
Council Speaker Adrianne Adams
Congressman Adrianno Espalliat 



Dr. Hazel Dukes- NYS NAACP

Keynote
Rev. Dr. Al Sharpton
Themes

1)Justice Delivered on Ahmaud Arbery Case
 
Reverend Al Sharpton, said that he was encouraged by the federal jury verdict in theAhmaud 
Arbery hate crimes case, which found the three white men who chased and killed Arbery 
guilty on a federal hate crime charge. The men are already serving life sentences after being 
found guilty in January on state charges.
 
“This verdict is historic and precedent-setting,” said Reverend Sharpton. “It sends a signal to 
the federal government and police departments nationwide that even after you are convicted 
of state charges, you can be convicted of racially motivated hate crimes. The fact that this 
decision occurred in the Deep South shows that you can run but you can’t hide.”
Reverend Sharpton praised Ahmaud’s parents, Marcus Arbery and Wanda Cooper-Jones, 
“who I’ve worked with on this case since the beginning, and who refused to allow a plea to be 
taken, instead choosing to go to trial to test the system and see if it would work,” Reverend 
Sharpton said. “In this case, it did.”
 
2. Jury Finds Three Officers Involved in George Floyd's Death Guilty
.
“The three former Minneapolis police officers who are accused of violating the civil rights 
ofGeorge Floyd, a Black man who died after he was pinned down by a white Minneapolis 
officer for close to 10 minutes, were found guilty by a jury on Thursday,” the former officers 
— Tou Thao, J. Alexander Kueng and Thomas Lane — were each charged with deprivation 
of rights under color of law for depriving the right of medical care to Floyd while he was 
pinned down by their colleague, officer Derek Chauvin.
“The convictions of the three officers on federal civil rights charges is a huge victory for civil 
rights and police reform,”said Reverend Al Sharpton. “It sends a clear definitive message to 
police they cannot cooperate with police criminality.
 
3) Remembering Trayvon Martin, a Decade Later
 
National Action Network commemorated the 10th anniversary of the assassination 
of Trayvon Martin, TODAY at NAN’s House of Justice.
 
In 2012, Reverend Sharpton and NAN led the push to have the man who killed Trayvon Martin, 
prosecuted and charged for the murder that took place in Sanford, Florida. Though the trial 
ultimately ended with a not guilty verdict, NAN has been at the forefront in calling for an end 
to the “Stand Your Ground” laws that ultimately served as a major defense during the trial. We 
remember and celebrate the life of Trayvon Martin.
 
4) Reverend Sharpton to Keynote Sermon for Anniversary of Selma to Montgomery 
March



 
As thousands converge onto Selma, Alabama next weekend for the 57th anniversary of the 
Selma to Montgomery March, the issue of voting rights could not be any more urgent and 
important.  Reverend Al Sharpton will keynote the Sunday morning service onMarch 6, 
2022, at 10:00 a.m. at the historic Brown Chapel followed by a march across the Edmund 
Pettus bridge. For more information, visitwww.nationalactionnetwork.net
 
5) Congratulations!
 
Reverend Al Sharpton applauded President Joe Biden on the news that he was nominating 
Judge Kentanji Brown Jackson to the U.S. Supreme Court. Currently serving on the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit, National Action Network calls on U.S. Senators to quickly 
confirmed this qualified Judge to the highest court in the land. 
 

March 5th

Committee reports and announcements
Dr. Alvin Ponder- Vice President, NYC chapter, NAN
Katrina Jefferson-NY Coordinator, Liaison to the President, NAN
Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble 
Inola Tucker, President of the Welcome Committee, NYC, NAN
Special guests
-Women’s History Month Segment
                  Intro of Guest speaker- Lisa “Goldie” Harps- President, The Women’s Auxiliary, 
NYC chapter
                   Guest speaker- Pastor Gabby Cudjoe Wilkes- The Double Love Experience, 
Brooklyn, NY.
-Minister Jasmine Jefferson, Associate minister, Metropolitan Baptist Church, Newark, NJ

 Keynote
Rev. Dr. Al Sharpton

Themes- 

1) NAN’S Convention is a Month Away in NYC
 
As the nation grapples with some of the most pressing issues of the day, plan to strategize with 
others at this year’s National Action Network’s Convention, scheduled to take place on April 
6th – April 9th 2022, at the Sheraton Times Square New York Hotel located at 811 7th Ave., in 
New York City.  
 
Join us as we gather with some of the country’s most influential figures – from top government 
officials—to faith and civil rights leaders and grassroots organizers. We will celebrate our 31st 
year by addressing our nation’s extraordinary crisis in racial justice and connecting to meaningful 
forms of action. As always, we will strive to address systemic inequalities and advance political, 
educational, social, and economic equality for our community.

http://www.nationalactionnetwork.net/


 
The convention is free and open to the public, but you must register at 
www.nationalactionnetwork.net. 
 

2) Reverend Sharpton, NAN to Commemorate Selma to Montgomery March and 
Bloody Sunday 

 
Reverend Al Sharpton will be in Alabama this weekend commemorating the 57th anniversary 
of the historic Selma to Montgomery march, as well as the signing of the Voting Rights Act of 
1965. 
 
Reverend Sharpton is set to deliver a keynote sermon on Sunday, March 6 at Selma’s historic 
Brown Chapel. The church is currently under renovation, so the sermon will take place at 10 a.m. 
from a temporary location at the Bullock Community Center on Broad Street. This marks 57 years 
since demonstrators tried to cross Selma’s Edmund Pettus Bridge on their way to the state Capitol 
to demand voting rights. Many were severely beaten by Alabama state troopers on the bridge in 
what would infamously become known as “Bloody Sunday. Weeks later, they would successfully 
complete their march to Montgomery. Their efforts ultimately moved Congress to pass the Voting 
Rights Act of 1965.
 
This is not the first time that Reverend Sharpton has been invited to deliver the sermon. In 2015, 
he preached the morning service at the 50th anniversary celebration of the march. 
 

3) Outrage Over the Breonna Taylor Verdict
 
National Action Network has expressed concern and dismay that a former Kentucky police 
officer—Brett Hankison—was found not guilty Thursday on charges he endangered neighbors the 
night he fired into Breonna Taylor’s apartment during a botched drug raid that resulted in Taylor’s 
death.
 
None of the officers involved in the March 13, 2020, raid were charged with Breonna Taylor’s 
death. NAN continues to stand with Breonna’s mother, Ms. Tamika Palmer, in calling for justice 
in this case.
 

4) Happy Birthday, Mr. Belafonte!
 
Reverend Al Sharpton was among a star-studded list of guest and dignitaries who paid tribute 
this week to Mr. Harry Belafonte—the legendary actor, activist, singer and humanitarian. 
Reverend Sharpton delivered remarks at The Town Hall in New York City to celebrate Mr. 
Belafonte, who turned 95. The celebratory event also marked the 10-year anniversary of Sankofa, 
the nonprofit organization that Mr. Belafonte founded.  It was Harry Belafonte’s activism and his 
philanthropy that was so critical to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. at the height of the burgeoning 
civil rights movement of the 1960s. We thank Mr. Belafonte for his service and his commitment 
and the many ways that he inspires us all each day. 
 

http://www.nationalactionnetwork.net


5) NAN Praises Biden’s State of the Union Address
 
Reverend Al Sharpton praised the tone of President Biden’s State of the Union address this week, 
noting that his support for doubling Pell grants and his continued investment in Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) was a critical legislative priority. As the president continues 
to outline his agenda for the upcoming year, we will continue to push for critical legislation that 
improves the lives of marginalized communities, including the need for police reform, voting 
rights and economic opportunities for all. 
 

March 12th

Committee announcements and reports 
Attorney Michael Hardy- Executive Vice President, NAN
 Dr. Alvin Ponder- Vice president, NYC chapter, NAN
 Katrina Jefferson-NY Coordinator, Liaison to the President, NAN
Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble
Arnold Pinnix- Chairperson of the Arts & culture Committee, NYC, NAN
Aaliyah Guillory Nickens- NAN Youth Huddle rep
 Special guests 
Women’s History Month Segment
 Intro of Guest speaker- Cassandra Dawkins- Vice President, The Women’s Auxiliary, NYC 
chapter
Guest speaker- Keisha Sutton-James- Deputy Manhattan Borough President
Dr. Shana Eutsay-Associate minister, I am the Way church, Brooklyn, NY
 Keynote
 Rev. Dr. Al Sharpton

1) Themes- Reverend Sharpton Lead Two Day March in Alabama

Reverend Al Sharpton led a two-day re-enactment of the Selma to Montgomery 
marches earlier this week that was held in 1965 along the 54-mile highway from 
Selma, Alabama to the state capital of Montgomery. The marched were organized by 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and others around the constitutional right to vote. Rev. 
Sharpton and NAN was joined by civil rights attorney Ben Crump; the mother of 
Ahmaud Arbery, Wanda Cooper Jones; the brother of George Floyd, Philonise 
Floyd, Reverend Jesse L. Jackson and others. NAN Huddle members from Atlanta 
and New York City were also present and they toured the Lynching Museum in 
Alabama. 

Last Sunday, Reverend Sharpton, delivered a keynote sermon in Selma, Alabama to 
honor the 57th anniversary of the historic Selma to Montgomery marches, which 
produced the Voting Rights Act of 1965. Selma garnered national attention after a 
march led by John Lewis and Hosea Williams in response to the killing of Jimmie Lee 
Jackson ended in violence at the hands of state troopers — earning the title “Bloody 
Sunday.” Two weeks later, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. led thousands of nonviolent 
demonstrators from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama for a rally on the capitol steps.



2) Register Today for National Action Network Convention

Join Reverend Al Sharpton and leading political and civil rights leaders for NAN’s 
convention, scheduled to take place April 6-April 9, 2022, at the Sheraton Times 
Square New York Hotel, located at 811 7th Avenue in New York City. 

As the nation grapples with some of the most pressing issues of the day, plan to 
strategize as we gather with some of the country’s most influential figures – from top 
government officials—to faith and civil rights leaders and grassroots organizers. We 
will celebrate our 31st year by addressing our nation’s extraordinary crisis in racial 
justice and connecting to meaningful forms of action. As always, we will strive to 
address systemic inequalities and advance political, educational, social, and economic 
equality for our community.

The convention is free and open to the public, but you must register 
www.nationalactionnetwork.net. 

March 19th

Committee reports and announcements
Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & General Counsel, NAN
Dr. Alvin Ponder-Vice President, NYC chapter, NAN
Derek Perkinson-NY field director/crisis coordinator, NAN
Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble 
Leonard Bentley, Member, Men’s auxiliary, NYC chapter
 Follyvi Dossa- NAN Youth huddle college rep
Special guests
 Women’s History Month segment
Intro- Barbara Johnson- Treasurer, Women’s Aux. NYC chapter, NAN
Speaker
Adrian L. Dozier, DNP, FNP-BC, RN, Nursing supervisor/educator, staff education
 Keynote
 Rev. Dr. Al Sharpton
Themes

NAN Convention to Kick Off in New York City: April 6-April 9, 2022 

Join Reverend Al Sharpton and leading political and civil rights leaders for NAN’s convention, 
scheduled to take place April 6-April 9, 2022, at the Sheraton Times Square New York Hotel, 
located at 811 7th Avenue in New York City. 

As the nation grapples with some of the most pressing issues of the day, plan to strategize as we 
gather with some of the country’s most influential figures – from top government officials—to 
faith and civil rights leaders and grassroots organizers. We will celebrate our 31st year by 

http://www.nationalactionnetwork.net


addressing our nation’s extraordinary crisis in racial justice and connecting to meaningful forms 
of action. As always, we will strive to address systemic inequalities and advance political, 
educational, social, and economic equality for our community.

This week, NAN unveiled a list of preliminary participants for NAN’s convention. The largest of 
its kind in the country, the convention will welcome civil rights leaders and allies from around the 
nation for focused conversations and efforts on voting rights and on creating a balance of police 
reform and public safety, among other topics. The list of participants will be updated periodically.

The NAN convention will bring together influential national leaders from the civil rights 
movement, government, labor, religion, business, media, the Black church, and the activist 
community to reflect on King’s legacy and impact while celebrating today’s civil rights leaders 
and examining the path forward.

A select list of panelists are included below: More panelists will be added. 

Former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton

Ambassador Linda Thomas-Greenfield U.S. Representative to the United Nations

U.S. House Majority Whip James E. Clyburn, (SC-6) 

The Honorable Marcia L. Fudge, 18th Secretary, U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development

The Honorable Donald M. Remy, Deputy Secretary, U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs 
(VA)

The Honorable Tammy Duckworth, U.S. Senate, Illinois

The Honorable Sean Maloney, U.S. House of Representatives, (NY-18)

The Honorable Mondaire Jones, U.S. House of Representatives, (NY-17)

Civil Rights Attorney Benjamin Crump 

The families of George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery, Eric Garner, and others

Dr. Michael Eric Dyson

 

March 26th

Committee reports and announcements 
 Attorney Michael Hardy-Executive Vice President & General Counsel, NAN



Dr. Alvin Ponder-Vice President, NYC chapter, NAN
Derek Perkinson-NY field director/crisis coordinator, NAN
Minister Tyrone Richardson and the change ensemble 
Nadirah El-Amin- Membership committee rep.
Pinnacle Garcia- NAN Youth huddle rep
Special guests
Rev. James Perry- Pastor-elect, mount Olivet Baptist Church, Peekskill, NY
Bronx borough President, Vanessa Gibson

 Keynote 
Rev. Dr. Al Sharpton

Themes

 Countdown to the NAN Convention | April 6-9th

National Action Network’s Founder and President Rev. Al Sharpton unveiled the final schedule 
of participants for NAN’s annual convention, taking place at the Sheraton New York Times Square 
Hotel from April 6th – 9th. The largest of its kind in the country, the convention features speakers 
and panels addressing key issues across America, from voting rights to police reform and public 
safety.
 
The NAN Convention will bring together influential national leaders from the Civil Rights 
movement, government, labor, religion, business, media, the Black church, and the activist 
community to reflect on Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s legacy and impact while celebrating 
today’s Civil Rights leaders and examining the path forward.
 
Featured participants include former Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton, Ambassador 
Linda Thomas-Greenfield, U.S. Representative to the United Nations, U.S. House Majority 
Whip James E. Clyburn (SC-6), The Honorable Marcia L. Fudge, 18th Secretary of the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development, The Honorable Peter Buttigieg, 19th 
Secretary of the U.S. Department of Transportation, NYS Governor Kathy Hochul, NYC 
Mayor Eric Adams, Civil Rights Attorney Benjamin Crump, the Families of Ahmaud 
Arbery, George Floyd, Eric Garner and many others.
 
There will be a panel discussion on the Future of Historically Black Colleges and Universities 
(HBCUs), police reform and a special conversation between Reverend Al Sharpton and Dr. 
Michael Eric Dyson. 
 
To view the entire schedule and register, click here. The convention is free and open to the public, 
but you must register.  

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fprotect-us.mimecast.com%2Fs%2F4RL4CyP7yxT7ERkfMNMiM%3Fdomain%3Dnanconvention2022.squarespace.com&data=04%7C01%7Cjwatson1%40diverseeducation.com%7C498b83887979428fb9eb08da0e7ae362%7C51e0b4f86cf0405f893fc9aa5fc38e0b%7C0%7C0%7C637838218217312120%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=huBWpIlZ2X2LLl4dI0ojQ0Kz%2B%2FCOZ84j45RNV01KJlI%3D&reserved=0

