
1

Issues and Programs List
Quarterly Report

1st Quarter 2016

Radio

[January – February – March]

Top 5 Issues Addressed:

1. Politics

2. Guns / Law Enforcement

3. Race / Immigration

4. Education

5. Health
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Representative Programs That Addressed Issues:

1. Politics

Political Rewind GPB
Every Wednesday, 2pm, and every Friday, 3pm.

GPB’s weekly discussion of all things politics, Political Rewind, expanded to twice per week as the 
new year started to cover the hotly-contested Presidential Race.  Host Bill Nigut and a rotating panel of 
political experts discussed the latest campaign news, polls, rumors and speculation, as well as 
happenings with the Georgia Legislative session.
 
  
On Second Thought GPB
January 8, 2016, 9am.

The Religious Freedom Restoration Act created controversy when it became law in the state of 
Indiana, effectively legalizing anti-LGBT discrimination in certain situations. The Georgia 
Legislature will soon decide the fate of a similar bill that could drastically shift the rights of LGBT 
citizens living in the state. Host Celeste Headlee sat down with reporter Kristina Torres from the 
Atlanta Journal Constitution’s political team to comb through the details of this legislation and other 
important issues that will dominate the early political season. 

On Second Thought GPB
January 25, 2016, 9am.

How are voters in Georgia feeling about the upcoming presidential election? Excited? Anxious? 
Confused? Host Celeste Headlee gets a read on the Peach State electorate with help from Emory 
University political scientist Andra Gillespie and University of Georgia demographer Trey Hood. 
Plus, we hear the voices of Georgians around the state expressing their mood about Election 2016. 
Then, Celeste continues the conversation with representatives from three voter advocacy 
organizations: Kelli Persons of the League of Women Voters, Stephanie Cho of Asian Americans 
Advancing Justice and Nse Ufot of the New Georgia Project. 

2. Guns / Law Enforcement

On Second Thought GPB
January 22, 2016, 9am.
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DeKalb County police officer Robert Olsen was indicted on six counts, including felony murder, by a 
grand jury on January 21st. Olsen now faces criminal charges in the death of 27-year-old Anthony 
Hill, an Air Force veteran who was unarmed and naked at the time he was fatally shot by the officer. 

Host Celeste Headlee speaks with Atlanta Journal-Constitution reporter Christian Boone about the 
case going forward.

On Second Thought GPB
February 24, 2016, 9am.

Police officers have long used a controversial tactic to end car chases. It’s called precision 
immobilization technique, or PIT maneuver. Many departments restrict how and when this tactic can 
be used because it can be dangerous at higher speeds. The Georgia State Patrol does not have those 
policies. Freelance journalist Shaun Raviv recently wrote about the agency’s PIT policies, which has 
killed at least twenty-eight people in Georgia.  He joined host Celeste Headlee to discuss his story.

GPB News – “Crime, Cops & Community” GPB
March 21-24, 2016, 6:45am, 8:45am and 5:44pm each day.

This four-part/two city/multi-platform series explored why Savannah, Georgia's first city, has one of 
the highest homicide rates in the state.  Reporter Gabrielle Ware looked into how city leaders are 
working to restore trust in law enforcement after years of corruption.  In Macon, we explored the 
"clearance rate" and whether it results in fewer crimes being committed in Bibb County. Plus, a Bibb 
County mother shared her outlook on life and gun use. 

3. Race / Immigration

On Second Thought GPB
February 17, 2016, 9am.

About a week and a half ago, Beyoncé took the nation by storm with her music video for the song, 
“Formation.” It evokes images of Hurricane Katrina, unrest in Ferguson, Missouri, and the Black 
Lives Matter movement. It's also sparked a massive conversation about race issues in this country - 
and revealed divisions that go deeper than black and white. Armstrong State University professor 
Regina Bradley, Aurielle Marie of the Atlanta based organization, “It’s Bigger Than You,” Cornell 
University PhD student J. Michael Kinsey, and freelance journalist Kate Forristall joined us to talk 
about Bey’s message and the various reactions to her latest work. 

On Second Thought GPB
March 15, 2016, 9am.

What people experience as minorities in America can vary based on gender, sexual orientation, 
religion or ethnic group.  But sometimes there are overlaps in these narratives.  A new class at 
Spelman and Morehouse Colleges explores relations between African-Americans and Asian-
Americans through the lens of history.  Rebecca Kumar teaches the class called "How Does It Feel To 
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Be A Problem?"  We chatted with her and two of her students who say their own experiences as 
African-Americans have shed a light on similar struggles facing Asian-Americans.

On Second Thought GPB
March 17, 2016, 9am.

More than 80 percent of children in Syria have been harmed by the unrest in their country, according 
to a report by the United Nation’s children’s agency.  Some of the children who have escaped the 
violent conflict with their families have ended up in Georgia.  And we may have many more soon. 
The U.S. plans to take in as many as 100,000 refugees by next year. “On Second Thought” producer 
Sean Powers visited one family who now calls Georgia home and told the story of their experiences.

4. Education

On Second Thought GPB
January 11, 2016, 9am.

In the past ten years, groups led by billionaire chairman Charles Koch donated nearly $108 million to 
college and universities across the county. The bulk of those funds went to schools in the South. Host 
Celeste Headlee looked at where the money is going and the ethical issues behind large donations to 
higher education. She talked with Alex Kotch of the Institute for Southern Studies and Scott Jaschik 
of Inside Higher Ed. Plus, the program continued its conversation about the influence of wealth on 
Southern colleges and universities.

On Second Thought GPB
March 15, 2016, 9am.

Being a teacher is not an easy job. Growing levels of career dissatisfaction, uncompetitive salaries, 
stress, low levels of teacher retention and many other factors make teaching a serious challenge. Ryan 
Neumann, a Cobb County teacher and host of the blog “Neumannic Times,” feels the weight of being 
a teacher and wrote a commentary based on the challenges voiced by many of his peers.  We listened 
to an excerpt of Ryan’s commentary and heard how he really feels about his complicated career.

5. Health

On Second Thought GPB
January 12, 2016, 9am.

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs has been plagued by problems with major gaps in care 
ranging from long wait times to patient deaths. A recent ProPublica investigation found even more 
problems hovering over the department. According to ProPublica, there are thousands of patient 
privacy violations each year, and they're on the rise. And one of the places where it's particularly bad 
is the VA's Sunshine Healthcare Network, which includes southern Georgia. Host Celeste Headlee 
talked with ProPublica reporter Annie Waldman about the situation.

http://www.rt.com/news/335583-syrian-children-unicef-report/
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2015/09/20/442039912/kerry-u-s-will-take-100-000-refugees-by-2017
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On Second Thought GPB
January 19, 2016, 9:00am.

The Civil War may have reunited the country, but it devastated the American South financially. 
Entire cities were wiped out, and poverty plagued the region for decades. Now, new research suggests 
the war had another outcome: heart disease. Host Celeste Headlee spoke with Ohio State University 
economist Richard Steckel, who authored the study, and George Howard, the Chair of Biostatics at 
the University of Alabama in Birmingham, about why the South has some of the highest rates of 
death for heart disease.

On Second Thought GPB
March  22, 2016, 9:00am.

Something horrible is happening in Waycross, Georgia. Four area children were diagnosed with rare 
forms of cancer last year. Their cases appeared within a couple months of each other, and now some 
residents fear Waycross may be at the center of a 'cancer cluster.' We talked more about this with 
Georgia Health News editor Andy Miller.

http://www.georgiahealthnews.com/2015/09/cancer-waycross-health-officials-search-answers/
http://www.georgiahealthnews.com/2015/09/cancer-waycross-health-officials-search-answers/
http://www.georgiahealthnews.com/

