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1. Politics

2. Guns / Law Enforcement
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4. Transportation

5. Economy
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Representative Programs That Addressed Issues:

1. Race

On Second Thought GPB
October 29, 2015, 9am.

GPB’s daily talk show, On Second Thought, discussed the deep divide in the Republican Party heading 
into the 2016 elections.  The election of Congressman Paul Ryan as House Speaker signals a change in 
leadership that’s the result of the deep divisions in the G.O.P., which didn't happen overnight. A recent 
article in The Nation explored how the coalition Richard Nixon built, which included many Southern 
segregationists, became so fractured. How much of the rift in the GOP today is a North-South divide? 
Host Celeste Headlee talked about it with Emory University professor Alan Abramowitz.
 
  
On Second Thought GPB
November 18, 2015, 9am.

C.J. Pearson, a 13-year-old in Grovetown, Georgia, has experienced more attention in the last year than 
most teenagers do in a lifetime. The young conservative activist released a series of YouTube videos 
critical of Democrats, and he’s pushed hard to lower the voting age in Georgia. On today’s On Second 
Thought, we discussed how he and his family are handling all the attention. And guest host Adam 
Ragusea talked with child psychiatrist Dale Peeples of Georgia Regents University about how stardom 
can affect teens and young adults.

On Second Thought GPB
December 17, 2015, 9am.

A recent newspaper column by an African-American resident in Savannah generated a lot of attention. 
Shaundra Smith-McKeithen explained she wasn't supporting many of the black candidates in the last 
election because they haven't done enough to improve the lives of their black constituents.  Guest host 
Adam Ragusea talked with a panel about how the political power of minorities doesn’t always translate 
to positive change in minority communities. Guests included Emory University professor Andra 
Gillespie, Guy Garcia of EthniFacts, Clarkston City Council member-elect Awet Eyasu, and Natalie 
Cook of Atlanta Word Works.

Political Rewind GPB 
Every Friday, 3pm.
  
GPB political reporter Bill Nigut used his weekly political discussion program to discuss the 2016 
Presidential election.  Among the topics covered were the Republican and Democratic candidate 
debates, visits to Georgia by the major candidates, poll results, candidate strategies for Georgia, and 
what lies ahead.  The program also looked at Georgia-focused political issues, including the accidental 
release of personal voter information by the Secretary of State’s office.

2. Guns / Law Enforcement

On Second Thought GPB
December 3, 2015, 9am.



After the mass shooting by a couple in San Bernardino, relatives and neighbors of the alleged shooters 
are looking for signs to show they were planning on committing this act. Is there a mass shooter 
profile? Host Celeste Headlee spoke to Atlanta FBI Special Agent Andrew Vanepps about the 
challenges they face in trying to predict who will become active shooters. She also spoke to 
psychology professor Don Dutton, who researched the diaries and journals of some of the most 
infamous mass shooters.

With a number of high-profile police shootings in the headlines during the past year, we also examined 
who pays the cost of expensive legal settlements in these cases.   We spoke to Northwestern University 
lecturer and retired Director of the Chicago Police Board Mark Iris about how taxpayer dollars foot the 
heavy price of police misconduct.

On Second Thought GPB
December 9, 2015, 9am.

Some of the year’s most controversial stories centered on the deaths of African-Americans by law 
enforcement. But what hasn’t made headlines is the toll this coverage can take on the journalists who 
report these stories. This was the subject of a recent commentary by NPR’s Gene Demby. Host Celeste 
Headlee spoke with Demby about the unique challenges faced by black reporters who report on black 
deaths.  Atlanta reporters Blayne Alexander of 11Alive News and Ernie Suggs of the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution also weighed in on some of the struggles they face while covering police shootings in the 
local community.  Meanwhile, host Celeste Headlee dug into how law enforcement officers are trained 
in Georgia and how that stacks up to other major U.S. cities. She was joined by DeKalb County Chief 
of Police Cedric Alexander, Tracie Keesee of the Center For Policing Equity and LaDoris Cordell, an 
independent police auditor for the city of San Jose, California. We also took a look at who chooses 
being a cop as their career. Criminologist Jeff Rojek and Dunwoody police officer Trey Nelson joined 
the conversation.

3. Education

On Second Thought GPB
October 21, 2015, 9am.

It was an unforgettable moment in recent Atlanta history – educators in court facing serious prison 
time for their involvement in a massive cheating scandal. Meria Carstarphen was put in charge of 
upholding Atlanta’s teachers to a higher standard. It’s been a little over a year since she took over as 
superintendent of Atlanta Public Schools. Host Celeste Headlee spoke with Carstarphen about how 
APS has moved forward since the cheating scandal with a look at the road ahead.

On Second Thought GPB
December 1, 2015, 9am.

Big changes are coming to one of Georgia's historically black universities. In November, Albany State 
University announced it would merge with a predominantly white college, and it also made plans to 
deactivate several degree programs because of low enrollment numbers. Host Celeste Headlee talked 
about the school’s future with its president, Arthur Dunning, and University of Pennsylvania professor 
Marybeth Gasman, who studies Historically Black Colleges and Universities.

On Second Thought GPB
December 3, 2015, 9am.

A recent article by a Georgia parent has set off a firestorm online about school choice. Abby Norman 
lives in DeKalb County and teaches in Fulton County. Norman, who is white, wrote an article for the 



Huffington Post critical of white parents who are choosing not to send their kids to public 
neighborhood schools that are “too black.” But are these decisions all racially motivated?  Host Celeste 
Headlee talked with Norman and Atlanta Journal-Constitution education blogger Maureen Downey.

4. Transportation

On Second Thought GPB
October 21, 2015, 9:00am.

In conjunction with a week-long multi-part GPB News series on transportation, “What Moves You 
Georgia,” the On Second Thought team went on a mission: to see which driving aide was the best in 
avoiding Atlanta rush hour traffic – Google Maps, Waze, Garmin, MapQuest, or native knowledge of 
the backroads.  Thus was born “The O.S.T. GPS Race” pitting show producers in a timed commute 
from Midtown Atlanta to the South Atlanta suburb of College Park.  By the way, the Garmin 
Navigation system just edged out the producer with local traffic knowledge of backroads.

On Second Thought GPB
November 2, 2015, 9am.

When it comes to transportation in Georgia, Atlanta gets the bulk of attention.  However, the mayors of 
Augusta, Columbus and Macon have teamed up to show the benefits in transportation investment in 
their cities, particularly when it comes to rail lines.  Host Celeste Headlee talked with Augusta mayor 
Hardie Davis and Macon mayor Robert Reichert. We also heard from Columbus mayor Teresa 
Tomlinson. Later in the program we heard from GPB reporter Sam Whitehead as he took a look at 
commuter challenges facing residents of Gwinnett County.

On Second Thought GPB
December 9, 2015, 9:00am.

With the Atlanta Streetcar coming up on its first birthday, GPB reporter Sam Whitehead brought us a 
report card on how the transportation system is doing one year in. Then, host Celeste Headlee talked to 
Julie Gustafson of Portland Streetcar for a look at one of the first cities to find success with a modern 
streetcar system.

5. Economy

On Second Thought GPB
November 9, 2015, 9am.

Today’s entire program was devoted to generational poverty in Georgia.  GPB’s Sam Whitehead 
reported that for some Georgians, like Lucille Perry, working 3 jobs is the new normal in order to 
make ends meet. That’s why local organizations like the Agape Youth and Family Center are stepping 
in to help children break the cycle of generational poverty with an education.  Host Celeste Headlee 
spoke to UGA poverty professor Mary Caplan about the definition of the poverty line and whether it’s 
actually a useful tool to identify those in need.

Then, the National Center for Educational Statistics found Georgia has one of the highest proportions 
of low-income students in the country. Host Celeste Headlee spoke with Ben Scafidi, the Director of 
the Education Economics Center at Kennesaw State University; Derrick Manning, the principal of 
Forest Park High School; and Suzanne Donovan, the Executive Director of Step Up Savannah, about 
how poor students navigate school and opportunities after graduation, and whether the educational 
system helps or hinders their success.



And this year, Lachelle Jones and her six children were homeless for six months. Jones, who lives in 
Smyrna, says the experience gave her a unique perspective into the challenges facing people living in 
poverty. She and her eldest son Trevon talk about what they went through. And for many communities, 
it’s a crime to sleep outside, panhandle, and urinate in public. Many homeless advocates don’t condone 
that behavior, but they say people who have nowhere else to go are being criminalized by these 
activities. The Obama Administration says before it doles out $1.9 billion in new homeless assistance 
grants, it’ll review what communities are doing to stop the criminalization of homelessness. Host 
Celeste Headlee talked about what this means for Atlanta with Anita Beaty of the Metro Atlanta Task 
Force for the Homeless, Eric Tars of the National Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty, and Fulton 
County chairman John Eaves.

On Second Thought GPB
December 8, 2015, 9:00am.

The housing crisis of several years ago left lots of financial destruction across the country with many 
homeowners facing foreclosure and many more with upside down mortgages. What’s the recovery 
look like today in Georgia? Host Celeste Headlee took a look at how communities across the state are 
faring from the housing bubble. She checked in with financial columnist Ilyce Glink and real estate 
agents Reynolds Bickerstaff of Columbus, Elaine Seabolt of Savannah, and Donna Walters of Macon.


