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[October * November * December]

Radio

Top 5 Issues Addressed:

1. Politics

2. Health

3. Race and Civil Rights

4. Economy / Jobs

5. Environment
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Representative Programs That Addressed Issues:

1. Politics

Impeachment Hearings and Vote
November 13, 10am, November 15, 19, 20, 21, 26, 27 and 28, 9am, December 5 and 18, 9am.

GPB aired NPR’s numerous hours of live coverage of the U.S. House of Representatives Impeachment 
Hearings as well as the final debate and vote in the House.

Political Rewind GPB
Every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday at 2pm.

GPB’s four-times-per-week discussion of all things involving politics, Political Rewind, focused on the 
impeachment of President Trump and Georgia’s connection to that event. Host Bill Nigut and a 
rotating panel of political experts, including Atlanta Journal-Constitution Political Editor Jim 
Galloway, discussed the latest campaign news, polls, rumors and speculation, as well as happenings in 
state and local political races and preparations for future races.  The selection and announcement of 
Kelly Loeffler as Governor Kemp’s choice to replace retiring Sen. Johnny Isakson was a major topic 
of conversation, along with the Democratic Presidential Debate in Atlanta in November. GPB provided 
a special two-hour Political Rewind from the site of the Debate November 20th.

On Second Thought GPB
October 28, 2019, 9am.

It’s been an eventful month, with the House of Representatives’ impeachment inquiry into President 
Trump becoming a font of high-profile depositions, bombshells, attacks and counter attacks. Further 
action on impeachment may well hang on four words in the U.S. Constitution: “high crimes and 
misdemeanors.” Dr. Buckner F. Melton Jr. is a professor of history and political science at Middle 
Georgia State and author of The First Impeachment. He joined On Second Thought host Virginia 
Prescott to help explain what “high crimes and misdemeanors” means, and how the phrase ended up 
in the Constitution in the first place. When breaking down “high crimes and misdemeanors,” Melton 
explained, “The big question is, ‘Does crime mean crime? Does it require an actual indictable 
offense?’ And a lot of debate has centered around that.”

On Second Thought GPB
November 6, 2019, 9am.

Voting in Georgia has remained a prickly subject after last year's midterm elections. The governor's 
race between Republican Secretary of State Brian Kemp and Democrat Stacey Abrams was steeped in 
allegations of voter suppression targeting minorities.

Recently, the new Secretary of State released a list of 313,000 voter registrations that will soon be 
removed as part of federally-required list maintenance. GPB political reporter Stephen Fowler 
joined On Second Thought host Virginia Prescott to discusses why the move is raising eyebrows.
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2. Health

On Second Thought GPB
October 2, 2019, 9am.

Through her work as a rural physician, Dr. Keisha Callins addresses the bigger picture of maternal 
mortality in Georgia. Serving as the only OB-GYN for the 16 health clinics in the community health 
care systems in Georgia, Callins believes in taking a holistic approach to women’s health. She tells 
GPB Reporter Grant Blankenship in an audio profile, that maternal health care is often too narrowly 
focused on pregnancy and needs a broader scope on overall health. While teaching medical students 
at Mercer University, Callins is adamant that doctors should begin asking one question of the women 
in their care: “What are your plans of future fertility?” 

On Second Thought GPB
November 6, 2019, 9am.

Georgia is currently ranked third among states with most uninsured residents.  More than 1.4 million 
Georgians were without insurance in 2018. Governor Kemp announced the second of two healthcare 
waiver proposals to increase coverage on Monday. If approved, the waivers will allow the state of 
Georgia to remain compliant with the Federal Affordable Care Act — making changes to the health 
insurance market in the state without expanding Medicaid. Georgia is currently one of 14 states that 
have chosen to not fully expand Medicaid. To better understand the impacts on the proposed waivers 
on the health and pocketbooks of Georgians across the state, On Second Thought host Virginia 
Prescott sat down with Ariel Hart, health reporter for the Atlanta Journal Constitution, and Andy 
Miller, CEO and editor of Georgia Health News.

On Second Thought GPB
December 11, 2019, 9am.

People struggling with treatment-resistant PTSD may soon have a new course of care: MDMA. When 
used alongside psychotherapy, the synthetic substance in the drug more commonly known as ecstasy 
or molly is currently in phase three clinical trials. It’s even been given “breakthrough designation” by 
the FDA, a status reserved for treatments with significant potential to improve patient outcomes. But 
MDMA isn’t the only kind of party drug experiencing interest for therapeutic potential. Psilocybin, 
the active ingredient in "magic mushrooms", is being evaluated for its potential in alleviating 
depression. Guided ayahuasca trips are a growing trend, especially amongst Brooklyn and Silicon 
Valley elites.

Dr. Boadie Dunlop, director of the Mood and Anxiety Disorders Program at Emory University, and 
independent health journalist Will Stone joined On Second Thought host Virginia Prescott to talk 
about the growing interest in the therapeutic potential of psychedelic drugs – which is often 
misunderstood. “People think of MDMA, they think of ecstasy, and they think ‘Oh, you’re going to 
go in and have a fun party session,’” Stone explained. “These are really tough experiences where 
people are going back to these deep moments of trauma and working through it.” Stone shared details 
from his reporting on patients he interviewed for NPR and Kaiser Health News.

http://psychiatry.emory.edu/faculty/dunlop_boadie.html
http://www.psychiatry.emory.edu/PROGRAMS/Emoryclinicaltrials/index.html
https://www.npr.org/transcripts/746614170
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3. Race and Civil Rights

On Second Thought GPB
October 23, 2019, 9am.

Eric Garner. Michael Brown. Laquan McDonald. Freddie Gray. Anthony Hill. The list of officer-
involved deaths is long and the death of Atatiana Jefferson, who was killed when a Fort Worth, 
Texas, police officer fired into her bedroom window, has revived questions about training, law 
enforcement and consequences.

Here in Georgia, former DeKalb County police officer Robert Olsen is set to be sentenced on Nov. 1. 
He's been cleared of murder charges in the death of Anthony Hill but convicted of four other charges. 
These incidents keep on happening. And, today, we're exploring some of the efforts to stop that trend.

Cedric Alexander was DeKalb County director of public safety when Hill was killed. He's now a 
consultant and leading advocate for police reform. He and Chris Stewart, civil rights attorney who's 
represented several families of black men shot and killed by police, joined host Virginia Prescott for a 
conversation about the issues surrounding police-involved shootings.

On Second Thought GPB
October 28, 2019, 9am.

Many studies have shown how childhood experiences can have profound effects on physical and 
mental health later in life. Now, a new study from Georgia State University, is showing how racism 
affects children over time.

Dr. Sierra Carter is assistant professor of psychology at GSU and co-author of a study finding that 
African American children who experience early life stress from racial discrimination are at elevated 
risk for accelerated aging and depression later in life.

Dr. Carter joined On Second Thought host Virginia Prescott to explain how the body reacts to chronic 
stressors like racism.

“Continuous exposure over time can wear and tear down body systems over time, leading to this 
premature, accelerated aging process that we see,” Dr. Carter explained. “Usually we have natural 
mechanisms where our body is reacting to stressors in a helpful way. But when it continuously has to 
work and recharge itself to battle different types of stressors, it’s never able to reach this calm balance 
on a continuous level.”
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4. Economy / Jobs

On Second Thought GPB
October 1, 2019, 9am.

An estimated 10,000 baby boomers reach retirement age each day. By 2030, one in five Americans 
will be a senior citizen. Yet fewer are retiring when turning 65, and, for many, traditional retirement 
is not financially feasible or desired. 

Ina Jaffe is a veteran correspondent for NPR covering aging in America. Her new series tackles the 
new realities of work and retirement for older Americans, sharing the personal stories of Americans 
faced with tough choices.

Jaffe found the decision to push off retirement comes from multiple places. “It’s not all cut and 
dried,” Jaffe said. “It’s not people working only because they need the money. It’s not people 
working just because they never want to stop doing what they’re doing because they love it. It’s really 
a combination of reasons.”

This five-part series premieres Wednesday Oct. 2, 2019, during Morning Edition and can be found 
online with more of Ina Jaffe’s work.

On Second Thought GPB
October 23, 2019, 9am.

It's been about 10 months since Gov. Brian Kemp took office — with a pledge to lift up rural 
Georgia.  Now, he has launched a Rural Strike Team, designed to boost economic development 
across the state. And he's embarked on a "Georgia Made" tour to highlight local companies and their 
successes. 

Kemp made one of those stops in southeast Georgia earlier this week for a ribbon-cutting at a chicken 
processing facility. GPB reporter Stephen Fowler sat down with Georgia's governor to learn more 
about his plans for the state.

5. Environment

On Second Thought GPB
November 5, 2019, 9am.

The capsized cargo ship the Golden Ray is still trapped in Georgia’s St. Simon Sound. The process of 
removing the ship is so complex it could take months or even a year. The wreckage has dealt a blow 
to the local economy since the port closed for four days after the accident, and charter boats continue 
to encounter oil leaked into the water. Meanwhile, that oil puts the sound’s delicate marsh ecosystems 
at risk.

https://www.npr.org/people/2100677/ina-jaffe
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On Second Thought host Virginia Prescott got an update with Rod Sullivan, a maritime lawyer and 
expert on vessel salvages; Emily Jones, GPB's reporter on the coast; and Doug Haymans from the 
Georgia Department of Natural Resources and the Unit Command that's salvaging the Golden Ray.

Sullivan theorizes the Golden Ray could be stuck in the sound for months or even a year and that the 
cost of the salvage could top half a billion dollars.

On Second Thought GPB
November 25, 2019, 9am.

Here’s a strange fact about Georgia: the state has no naturally occurring large lakes – just some small 
pockets that fill up when it rains.  What it does have is a wealth of creeks, streams and dams. It turns 
out some of those dams are failing and that their failures could bring dire – even catastrophic – 
consequences.  That’s according to data the Associated Press just released and that GPB’s Grant 
Blankenship has been analyzing. 

Through a series of open records requests and other inquiries, the AP identified 1680 high-hazard 
dams nationwide that it found to be in poor or unsatisfactory condition.  Georgia has more high-risk 
dams than any other states with almost 200 of them. 

The dams in Georgia are largely used for flood control, and, though regulators inspect them, it’s often 
up to their owners to make sure they’re in proper condition.  Grant found in his reporting that at least 
one dam owner, the City of Milton in north Fulton County, didn't even know they’re supposed to be 
keeping an eye on the structures.

Grant joined On Second Thought host Virginia Prescott to explain where the problematic dams in 
Georgia are and why they aren’t seeing more inspections and repairs.


