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1.  Economy / Unemployment

GPB News Local
July 9, 2012, 6, 7 and 8:30am and 4:30 and 5:30pm.

GPB’s Joshua Stewart reported on new government accounting rules that will show public employee 
pension funds are less-well funded than previously believed.  However, the new rules will have a 
minimum impact on Georgia.  While a new analysis by the Boston College Center for Retirement 
Research shows pension funds across the country are only half-funded using the new standards, instead 
of 3-quarters funded as the old requirements showed, Georgia’s retirement system is currently 85 
percent funded.

GPB News Local
August 6, 2012, 6, 7, 7:30 and 8:30am.  

GPB’s Ellen Reinhardt reported that Georgia is receiving a 750-thousand dollar grant over the next 
two years to help returning veterans find jobs.  The Labor Department indicates Georgia could have as 
many as 80-thousand veterans looking for work in the next few years, thanks to the end of America’s 
mission in Afghanistan and military budget cuts.  The money from the federal Labor Department will 
go to improve programs Georgia already has in place to help veterans looking for work.

2. Education

GPB News Local
September 19, 2012, 5:45pm.  Repeated September 20, 2012, 6:35 and 8:35am.

GPB Macon reporter Adam Ragusea told the story of an outside investigation that showed widespread 
underreporting of disciplinary problems in Bibb County schools.  Anonymous teachers told the 
Telegraph of Macon that they routinely send disruptive kids to the office only to have them sent right 
back without consequence.  Others say they have been discouraged from reporting problems.  Bibb 
County’s Deputy Superintendent for Student Affairs, Ed Judie, stands by the administration’s 
discipline policy which says it’s better to keep troubled students in the classroom if at all possible.

GPB News Local
July 23, 2012, 6am, 6:30am, 7:30am and 8am.

GPB’s Ellen Reinhardt reported on the Technical College System of Georgia’s efforts to attract more 
international students.  College officials say international students pay four times the tuition rates of 
Georgia students which generates an additional 780-thousand dollars a year.  Sparky Reeves, President 
of South Georgia Technical College, told GPB many countries are in need of training for blue collar 
workers and he feels Georgia has a credible niche to serve those students.



3. Politics

GPB News Local
August 9, 2012, 6:35am, 8:35am, 5:45pm.

GPB Coastal Reporter Orlando Montoya presented a feature story on longshot political candidates in 
this important election year.  He profiled Lesli Messinger, a Southeast Georgia Democrat running for 
the seat of Congressman Jack Kingston, who hasn’t faced a serious challenger in two decades.  One 
political consultant says such underdogs really believe they can win because they have a deep, abiding 
belief in their message.  However, if they don’t have enough funds to let voters hear their message, it’s 
difficult to get votes.  Longshots do point to the campaign of former Georgia Governor Sonny Perdue.  
Perdue was considered a longshot who was outspent 7 to 1 in his 2002 gubernatorial race.  Yet, despite 
polls showing him down by 11 points, he was able to pull the big upset.

GPB News Local
August 1, 2012, 7am, 8am.

GPB’s Orlando Montoya reported on the results of the July 31st primary in the 12th Congressional 
District.  There will be a runoff between the top two vote-getters in the Republican primary to decide 
who will face incumbent Democrat John Barrow in November.  While Lee Anderson knows he will be 
in that runoff, it’s still too close to call between Wright McLeod and Rick Allen who each gathered 
around 25% of the primary vote.  A recount may be needed to determine which candidate will face 
Anderson on August 21st.

4. Environment

GPB News Local
August 1, 2012, 5:45pm.  Repeated August 2, 2012, 6:35 and 8:35am.

GPB’s Ellen Reinhardt presented a feature story on the latest in the fight over water from Georgia’s 
Lake Lanier.  A recent court ruling affirmed an earlier decision that allows Atlanta to get drinking 
water from the lake over the objections of the governments of Florida and Alabama.  The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers is now updating its water control manuals that will lay out exactly how much water 
Atlanta can use for drinking and recreation and how much must be set aside to go downstream to 
Alabama and Florida.  The Corps will hold public hearings to allow folks to weigh in on the various 
needs for the water from Lanier.

GPB News Local
July 9, 2012,  6am, 7am, 8am, 4:30pm and 5:30pm. 

GPB Macon reporter Josephine Bennett reported on a new solar energy array in Upson County, which 
is the first in a projected series of solar projects for Georgia Power.  The one megawatt facility makes 
enough electricity to power 300 homes.  It’s the first of four projects being built by two private 
companies contracted to sell electricity to Georgia Power.  By 2015, those projects should be 
producing 50 megawatts of power for the state.



5. Transportation

GPB News Local
July 30, 2012, 5:45pm.  Repeated July 31, 2012, 6:35am and 8:35am

GPB’s Parker Wallace reported on the most controversial item on the upcoming statewide primary 
ballot, the TSPLOST or Transportation Special Purpose Local Option Sales Tax.  The controversial tax 
has prompted campaigns both for and against the penny tax for transportation improvements.  The state 
of Georgia has been divided into 12 regions, and voters in each region will vote independently on the 
tax for their area.  While some people are against any type of tax increase, business owners along the 
state’s borders are afraid a 1 percent tax increase might drive shoppers to adjacent states to make 
purchases at lower tax rates.  Proponents of the tax, however, believe it’s the best option to improve a 
rapidly decaying transportation infrastructure.

GPB News Local
July 16, 2012, 4pm, 5pm and 6pm.  Repeated July 17, 2012, 6:30am, 7am, 8am and 8:30am.

GPB’s Joshua Stewart reported that an endangered bat is the latest potential setback for a planned road 
that would offer better interstate highway access to Rome and Cartersville.  Residents of Rome have 
worked for over 25 years to give them a direct connection to I-75 near Cartersville.  The project has 
been held up for years because of court cases filed by owners of property where the road has been 
proposed.  Opponents of the current proposed road say the rare Indiana bat could be living in its path.  
They have already complained that the road cuts through Dobbins Mountain in Bartow County which 
threatens an historic manganese mine, the habitat of the Cherokee darter fish and several endangered 
plants.


