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2nd Quarter 2016

[April – May - June]

Top 5 Issues Addressed:

1. Politics

2. Education

3. Health

4. Discrimination / Race

5. Crime
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Representative Programs That Addressed Issues:

1. Politics

Political Rewind GPB
Every Wednesday, 2pm, and every Friday, 3pm.

GPB’s weekly discussion of all things politics, Political Rewind, focused on the Presidential race and 
hot state topics like the Governor’s vetoes of Religious Liberty and Concealed Carry on Campus bills.  
Host Bill Nigut and a rotating panel of political experts discussed the latest campaign news, polls, 
rumors and speculation, as well as happenings with the Georgia Legislature and live coverage from the 
state Republican convention in Augusta.
 
  
On Second Thought GPB
April 5, 2016, 9am.

The 2016 election season has already altered the way we look at politics, much in part to the meteoric 
rise of GOP front-runner Donald Trump.  But for some minority voters, the chaos of the current 
political scene leaves them feeling disconnected with the political parties they’ve always known.  On 
today’s program, host Celeste Headleee discussed this situation with Demetrius Minor, a long-time 
black Republican who recently renounced his party affiliation and former political consultant Omkari 
Williams-Hill.

On Second Thought GPB
April 27, 2016, 9am.

Donald Trump’s political rallies have been anything but dull in recent months.  Supporters and 
protestors have attended the gatherings in large numbers and their interactions have often turned ugly.  
Violence at Trump-sponsored events has been frequent, including several instances of protestors 
being assaulted by Trump supporters.  Because these events are considered private events that are 
hosted by Trump’s campaign, the rules inside his rallies are much stricter than many people realize.  
Host Celeste Headlee sat down with Atlanta Journal-Constitution political reporter Jim Galloway to 
discuss the particulars of Trump’s private rallies and how they greatly differ from public political 
events.

2. Education

On Second Thought GPB
April 26, 2016, 9am.
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The growing need for teachers in Georgia has led the Savannah-Chatham school district to rely on an 
often overlooked education program.  Alternative Pathways to Teaching allows anyone with a 
bachelor’s degree to earn a teaching certificate while serving as an interim teacher. The program has 
ushered in hundreds of new teachers to the Savannah school system.  Host Celeste Headlee talked 
with Stephen Routh, a teacher who earned his certificate using the program, about his late life career 
shift. We also talked to Heather Bilton, a talent acquisition officer in the county, about the inner 
workings of the certificate program and how it’s impacting Georgia.

On Second Thought GPB
May 25, 2016, 9am.

It's high school graduation season. That means there are a lot of proud parents across Georgia this 
week. And some of them are also hurting for cash after senior year fees cleared the bank. It can be 
expensive to be a high school senior these days – from graduation robe rental to yearbooks to class 
trips. So when does a free education stop being free? Host Celeste Headlee talked about the price of 
earning a diploma these days with Patricia Seaman, senior director of the National Endowment for 
Financial Education, and counselor Dawn Mann of Harrison High School in Cobb County.

On Second Thought GPB
May 10, 2016, 9am.

Immigration is a major issue in this year's presidential race, and it's a personal one for a lot of 
Georgians.  20-year old Valentina Emilia Garcia Gonzalez is undocumented.  She was born in 
Uruguay and grew up just outside of Atlanta. She is finishing up her first year at Dartmouth College, 
where she is microbiology major on the pre-med track. Today’s “On Second Thought” featured a 
commentary from Gonzalez who says she struggled with college admissions and scholarships in 
Georgia because of her immigration status. 

3. Health

On Second Thought GPB
April 19, 2016, 9am.

Georgia Tech Research Scientist Charlene Bayer is pioneering a new method for early cancer 
detection. No radiation, no fancy machines, just an inexpensive breathalyzer that can detect 
carcinogens caused by both lung and breast cancer. Bayer explains to host Celeste Headlee how to 
use the technology and how it can be applied on a larger scale in the future.

On Second Thought GPB
May 11, 2016, 9am.

http://higherednotdebt.org/blog/beyond-borders-name-valentina-emilia-garcia-gonzalez
http://ssc.chbe.gatech.edu/bayer.html
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A recent story published in the University of Georgia student newspaper “The Red and Black” claims 
the university placed a student on interim suspension after she attempted suicide. The action, 
according to the article, made the “situation worse by creating further isolation, depression and 
anxiety." Is there a better way to deal with cries for help from members of a school population?  Host 
Celeste Headlee talked about options for colleges with attorney Scott Schneider and Victor Schwartz, 
Medical Director for the Jed Foundation, an organization dedicated to preventing suicide among 
college and university students.

On Second Thought GPB
May 31, 2016, 9am.

Heart disease and cancer are the top two killers in this country, but the third leading cause of death in 
the U.S. might surprise you. It's medical errors. Between 210,000 and 440,000 patients die each year 
following a surgical error, according to researchers at Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine. 
Today, host Celeste Headlee talked with Marty Makary, who led the study and says the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention needs to change the way it tracks these deaths. We also heard 
from Emory University medical ethicist John Banja and Louisiana surgeon Gerard Gianoli, who share 
their input on the findings.

4. Discrimination / Race

On Second Thought GPB
April 22, 2016, 9am.

On April 23rd, several white power groups were scheduled to descend on Stone Mountain, Georgia to 
hold a joint rally. The event garnered attention from anti-white power groups, who will also be 
attending the rally in protest. And in Rome, Ga., The National Nazi Party will hold their annual 
meeting on the same night. The groups then planned to meet up in Paulding County where a cross 
burning was advertised. Atlanta Journal-Constitution watchdog reporter Chris Joyner joined us to 
discuss the two different events and whether Georgia has become a hot-bed for white nationalist 
groups. 

On Second Thought GPB
May 20, 2016, 9am.

The nationwide debate concerning transgender bathroom access finally made its way to Georgia. A 
policy issued from the White House stated that school systems that deny transgender youths access to 
the facilities of their choice could lose federal aid as a result. Host Celeste Headlee chatted with 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution reporter Eric Stirgus about the mandate and what effect it may have on 
Georgia schools.

On Second Thought GPB
May 16, 2016, 9am.

http://www.redandblack.com/uganews/forced-out-pushed-off-campus-by-university-policy-suicide-prone/article_c2767b4a-0ccb-11e6-8eec-8f88e5bd1c7d.html
http://www.redandblack.com/uganews/forced-out-pushed-off-campus-by-university-policy-suicide-prone/article_c2767b4a-0ccb-11e6-8eec-8f88e5bd1c7d.html
http://www.redandblack.com/uganews/forced-out-pushed-off-campus-by-university-policy-suicide-prone/article_c2767b4a-0ccb-11e6-8eec-8f88e5bd1c7d.html
http://www.redandblack.com/uganews/forced-out-pushed-off-campus-by-university-policy-suicide-prone/article_c2767b4a-0ccb-11e6-8eec-8f88e5bd1c7d.html
http://www.redandblack.com/uganews/forced-out-pushed-off-campus-by-university-policy-suicide-prone/article_c2767b4a-0ccb-11e6-8eec-8f88e5bd1c7d.html
https://www.laborlawyers.com/sschneider
https://www.jedfoundation.org/about/staff
http://www.propublica.org/article/how-many-die-from-medical-mistakes-in-us-hospitals
http://ethics.emory.edu/people/Faculty/John_Banja.html
http://earandbalance.net/our-physicians/gerard-j-gianoli-md/
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The Democratic Party has evolved and been molded over generations. Bates College lecturer 
Christopher Petrella says one photograph of Bill Clinton campaigning for president at Stone 
Mountain in Georgia paints a narrative of the Democratic Party’s history of discrimination. In a 
recent article, Petrella explored the correlation between white supremacy and modern-day Democrats. 
Host Celeste Headlee discussed this with Democratic strategist Howard Franklin and political 
consultant Omkari Hill-Williams.

5. Crime

On Second Thought GPB
April 15, 2016, 9am.

Recently, several high profile on-campus crimes in Georgia have created a stir amongst the state’s 
biggest schools. For example, Georgia State University students have endured a number of disturbing 
crimes over the past months, including two robberies at gunpoint inside the school’s library. With 
Governor Deal currently deciding whether to pass new campus-carry legislation, is crime on the rise 
for Georgia colleges? Host Celeste Headlee talked to Atlanta Journal-Constitution education editor 
Chris Quinn about campus crime in Georgia and the difference between urban and rural college crime 
statistics.

On Second Thought GPB
April 28, 2016, 9:00am.

Gov. Nathan Deal signed a bill into law this week that could expedite processing of rape kits in 
sexual assault cases. Every 107 seconds from now, someone will be sexually assaulted in the 
U.S, according to federal data analyzed by the Rape, Abuse & Incest National Network. Host Celeste 
Headlee spoke with Atlanta artist Jessica Caldas who is getting beyond the numbers and statistics 
by taking to the city's streets with a piece of chalk and an important message. She marks the ground 
with an X every 107 seconds to represent those affected by sexual violence.

On Second Thought GPB
June 9, 2016, 9:00am.

A recent report from the Associated Press has revealed that a staggering number of law enforcement 
agencies across the country have failed to report data concerning hate crimes. 2,700 agencies reported 
no hate crimes between 2009-2014.  Here in Georgia, DeKalb, Fulton, and Gwinnett counties were 
missing years’ worth of data. Host Celeste Headlee spoke with Associated Press reporter Christina A. 
Cassidy to talk about her report, how law enforcement handles hate-based incidents and what exactly 
constitutes a hate crime.

http://revcom.us/i/429/BillClinton-Stone%20MtnAP_920303067-600.jpg
https://bostonreview.net/us/christopher-petrella-stone-mountain-white-supremacy-modern-democratic-party
http://www.fox5atlanta.com/news/132875089-story
http://rainn.org/statistics
http://jessicacaldas.com/

