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Top 5 Issues Addressed:

1. Race

2. Politics

3. Crime

4. Education

5. Health
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Representative Programs That Addressed Issues:

1. Race

On Second Thought GPB
July 1, 2015, 9am.

GPB’s daily talk show, On Second Thought, discussed a new documentary about the shooting of an 
African-American teenager by a white man after a confrontation over loud music.  The documentary, 
“3-1/2 Minutes,” explores race relations through the tragedy of Jordan Davis’ death.
   
On Second Thought GPB
July 17, 2015, 9am.

Following the shooting of 9 African-Americans at a church in Charleston, South Carolina, Southern 
states have begun removing divisive symbols of the confederacy.  As a result, members of the Ku Klux 
Klan will rally to support the Confederate Flag .  The event is expected to attract tons of press, but 
there are doubts over the number of KKK members who would attend.  Is America’s most notorious 
hate group on its way out?  Host Celeste Headlee speaks with the Southern Poverty Law Center’s 
Mark Potok about the size, power and future of the KKK.

On Second Thought GPB
September 3, 2015, 9am.

The program looked into the mysterious death of African-American Georgia teenager Kendrick 
Johnson, who was found dead inside a rolled up mat in the corner of his high school gymnasium in 
Valdosta two years ago.  While the investigation into the death is still ongoing, a group representing 
current and former FBI agents recently asked the Justice Department to wrap up its federal 
investigation into the case.  Host Celeste Headlee got an update on the story from Colter Anstaett, 
Valdosta bureau chief for WALB-TV.

2.  Politics

Political Rewind GPB 
Every Friday, 3pm.
  
GPB political reporter Bill Nigut used his weekly political discussion program to discuss the 2016 
Presidential election.  Among the topics covered were the Republican candidate debates, visits to 
Georgia by the major candidates, poll results, Hilary Clinton’s strategy for Georgia, and a live report 
from the Atlanta-based Red State political gathering.

On Second Thought GPB
August 14, 2015, 9am.

GPB’s daily talk show, On Second Thought, explored the possibility that Georgia could become more 
of a battleground state in national elections in the years ahead.  Democrats in the state are hoping 
Georgia follows the trend of North Carolina, a state that turned blue for President Obama in 2008 and 
is now considered a battleground for both parties. The demographics in Georgia are shifting similarly 
to what North Carolina has experienced over the past decade, but is it enough to turn this red state 
purple?  Guest host Adam Ragusea talked to the Atlanta Journal-Constitution’s Washington 
correspondent Daniel Malloy to preview his piece on political lessons learned from the Tar Heel State.



On Second Thought GPB
July 27, 2015, 9am.

Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed’s term isn’t up for another two years, but there are already candidates in 
the race to replace him. Long campaigns may seem like just a normal function of the political process 
– just look at the 16 candidates in the GOP primary race for president. But in other countries, this isn’t 
the case. The UK’s campaign for seats in Parliament lasts just 6 weeks. Host Celeste Headlee spoke to 
Georgia Tech International Affairs Professor Alasdair Young about America’s political process and the 
pros and cons of a short campaign season.

3. Crime

On Second Thought GPB
July 7, 2015, 9am.

How often do fatal police encounters occur? No one knows exactly. Accessing the numbers and 
parsing the data is often left up to journalists, but it's no easy assignment.  Host Celeste Headlee looks 
at the situation and how difficult it is to get accurate numbers.

On Second Thought GPB
August 19, 2015, 9am.

The Cochran Firm in Atlanta has made a name for itself by taking on some high-profile cases. Many of 
their clients are families of victims of police killings – including John Crawford III and 92-year-old 
Kathryn Johnston, who was shot by police in her Atlanta home during a botched raid. Cochran Firm 
Managing Partner Shean Williams speaks with host Celeste Headlee about his ideas for reforming the 
criminal justice system and why police body cameras have made all the difference in the world in his 
ability to do his job.

4. Education

On Second Thought GPB
August 4, 2015, 9:00am.

A statewide education program in Georgia that serves about 5,000 students with disabilities is under 
fire by the U.S. Department of Justice for illegally segregating children from other students. In a 
strongly worded letter last month to the governor and attorney general, the DOJ says the state has also 
been isolating these children in run-down facilities and providing them with subpar education. Guest 
host Adam Ragusea spoke with ProPublica reporter Marian Wang, who’s been looking into the DOJ’s 
complaints and parent Natasha Hall, whose 10-year-old son is in the state program.

On Second Thought GPB
August 27, 2015, 9am.

School has started in Georgia, but many classrooms still need teachers. There is a shortage of teachers 
nationwide, particularly in areas like math, science, and special education, and the problem is expected 
to get worse. Host Celeste Headlee speaks with Georgia School Superintendent Richard Woods about 
the lack of credentialed teachers in the state and the impact it has in the classroom. 



On Second Thought GPB
September 1, 2015, 9:00am.

The Supreme Court is expected to make a major ruling on the issue of affirmative action in higher 
education. The court will revisit the case of a white, female student who was denied admission to the 
University of Texas at Austin. Her lawyers claim African-American and Latino students were admitted 
to the school, despite lower test scores. Host Celeste Headlee speaks with Dana Thompson Dorsey, an 
assistant professor of educational leadership and policy at the University of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill, about what affirmative action is and what the court’s ruling could mean for diversity in education.

The national conversation about affirmative action centers on the issue of race, but another disparity 
that’s often overlooked is gender. Trends show women outpace men in college attendance, but if 
college admissions were solely based on test scores, campuses would be overwhelmingly female. Host 
Celeste Headlee speaks with the Atlanta Journal-Constitution’s Maureen Downey about whether the 
public would produce the same outcry over gender-conscious college admissions as it does with race. 

5. Health

On Second Thought GPB
July 9, 2015, 9am.

When a child has to be admitted to the hospital, all a parent wants to hear is that everything is going to 
be OK.  When that promise is made and, perhaps, broken, a healthcare tragedy can feel like betrayal.  
On today’s program, host Celeste Headlee discusses what information hospitals should or should not 
disclose to patients.

On Second Thought GPB
September 22, 2015, 9:00am.

Hospitals across the US are in need of nurses, especially here in the South. The Bureau of Labor 
Statistics project the demand for nurses to grow by almost 22% by 2022. Some hospitals in Georgia are 
even offering generous signing bonuses – up to $10,000 – to recruit and hire new nurses. If unresolved, 
this shortage can have dire consequences to patient care. Guest host Adam Ragusea speaks with Irma 
Westmoreland of National Nurses United and Sandra Dunbar, Emory University’s Nell Hodgson 
Woodruff School of Nursing Associate Dean, about the factors behind the shortage and what’s being 
done to recruit and train more nurses. Plus, pancreatic cancer has a high mortality rate, with less than 
10% of patients alive after five years of diagnosis. This makes early detection efforts all the more 
important. A brand new method called the “brushing technique” is launching at a Macon hospital. 
Guest host Adam Ragusea speaks with gastroenterologist Dr. Joel Judah from Medical Center, 
Navicent Health on the new technique and how it could save lives.


