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Issues and Programs List
Quarterly Report

 3rd Quarter 2013
[July – August – September]

Radio

Top 5 Issues Addressed:

1. Economy/Unemployment

2. Politics

3. Health

4. Education

5. Transportation
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Representative Programs That Addressed Issues:

1. Politics

GPB News Local
September 20, 2013, 5:44pm.  
  
GPB’s Ellen Reinhardt reported that the Georgia Democratic Party was in turmoil earlier this week 
when a top aide to Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed asked to see party ballots. Democrats held a special 
election in August in to replace previous state Party Chair, Mike Berlon, who resigned in June amid 
legal troubles.  Michael Sterling, an adviser to Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed, wants to review the ballots 
of the special election. He says he’s not alone, but he says the request has nothing to do with Reed. 
Sterling and Reed, however, backed Porter’s opponent, former state Senator Doug Stoner.  When the 
vote took place, some members protested the rules. The party’s bylaws require a paper ballot and a roll 
call vote. In a departure from protocol, the candidates agreed to scrap the roll call if the party agreed to 
make the votes public. But Sterling says the party hasn’t released the votes yet.  “If you don’t follow 
the roll call vote as mandated by the bylaws and charter, and you set a different policy in place, it’s 
important to follow that process,” he said in an interview

GPB News Local
September 25, 2013, 5:44pm.  Repeated September 26, 2013, 6:35am and 8:35am.

GPB’s Jeanne Bonner profiled the political future of Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed, who is widely 
expected to cruise to a second term in November. He faces two largely unknown competitors. And 
speculation has shifted to what he might run for next. Political experts say the answer could be the 
governor’s office or Congress but many questions remain.  When Reed launched his re-election 
campaign last month, he stressed he only wants to be mayor of Atlanta.   “I’m recommitting myself to 
Atlanta,” he said, standing on the steps of City Hall, an Art-Deco gem that’s served as Reed’s office 
since 2010.   “I don’t want any other job or to be doing any other thing.”  His current work place is a 
block from the place he spent 11 years as a lawmaker: the state Capitol.  Surrounded by supporters, 
Reed did let slip that not everyone was satisfied with his political career potentially ending in the 
mayor’s office.  “My mother is a little frustrated,” he told the crowd. “She believes I should be a 
Senator by now. But you know, she’s going to have to learn to live with disappointment.”  But while 
he’s vehemently denied higher aspirations, others say it’s a question of when, not if.

GPB News Local
September 27, 2013, 5:44pm.  
  
GPB’s Ellen Reinhardt reported that while the Georgia Republican party holds all statewide offices, 
the GOP is expecting a grueling fund-raising year between now and the 2014 election. Chairman John 
Padgett says the Georgia GOP plans to get in touch with more than a million people during the next 12 
months.  Padgett took over as state Republican party chair in May. He says he’s expecting a lot more 
fund-raisers this year because of all the candidates seeking office. The Republicans are facing a 
crowded primary.  There are five, possibly six candidates seeking the Republican nomination for 
Senate to take over the seat held by the retiring Saxby Chambliss. Congressmen Phil Gingrey, Jack 
Kingston and Paul Broun have entered the race, as have former Georgia Secretary of State Karen 
Handel and businessman David Perdue. Perdue is former Governor Sonny Perdue’s cousin. And 
Politico is reporting that Kelly Loeffler, a wealthy businesswoman who co-owns the Atlanta Dream 
WNBA team, is also considering entering the race. Then there are three open congressional races, and 
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of course the governor’s race. In addition to Governor Nathan Deal, Dalton Mayor David Pennington 
and State School Superintendent John Barge have announced they are seeking the GOP gubernatorial 
nomination.  Padgett says to ensure the party has enough money to fund all those races, a major effort 
is underway to boost membership

2.  Economy/Unemployment

GPB News Local
July 15, 2013, 6am, 6:35am, 7am, 8am, 8:35am.

GPB/Macon’s Adam Ragusea reported on the second week of furloughs for thousands of civilian 
Department of Defense employees across Georgia.  In an interview with Georgia Congressman Austin 
Scott, Scott bemoaned sequestration while not laying the blame at either political party’s feet.  “This 
shouldn’t have happened,” he said.  “I’m sorry that it passed.  This is no way to run a government.”  
Scott was among a minority of Republicans who voted against the Budget Control Act of 2011, the law 
that set the stage for sequestration – across-the-board spending cuts that have affected all federal 
agencies.

GPB News Local
August 28, 2013, 4pm and 5pm.  Repeated August 29, 2013, 6am, 7am and 8am.

GPB’s Ellen Reinhardt reported that a state economic expert is predicting a slow economy for Georgia 
until 2014.  Dr. Rhajeev Dhawan, director of Georgia State University’s Economic Forecasting Center, 
says the global slowdown is tempering the growth of Georgia’s economy.   In his new prediction, 
Dhawan  says business won’t step up hiring until 2014.  Georgia's housing market is improving and 
auto sales are up. But Dhawan says the market for the state’s manufacturers is hurting because of 
China’s economic slowdown and tensions in the Middle East. He told a forum of business and political 
leaders on Wednesday that Georgia lost over 4,000 manufacturing jobs in 2013.

3. Health

GPB News Local
July 24, 2013, 4pm.  Repeated July 25, 2013, 6am, 7:35am, 8am.

GPB’s Joshua Stewart reported Georgia’s new Alzheimer’s task force meets for the first time Thursday 
to begin developing a plan so the state can adequately serve a growing number of residents and 
caregivers dealing with the disease.  State lawmakers created the Alzheimer’s and Related Dementias 
Task Force earlier this year after the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services published a 
national Alzheimer’s plan.  “As the legislation noted, this is a looming national health crisis, and it 
affects far more people than we realize: Not only people who have dementia themselves, but also their 
families and the organizations that may employ caregivers,” said Cynthia Haley Dunn, community 
affairs manager with the state Division of Aging Services.  The Alzheimer’s Association projects that 
160,000 Georgians will have the disease by 2025, a 45 percent increase from 2000.   Dunn has been 
organizing 50 advisors to the six-member task force, which will have a draft state plan for dealing with 
those swelling numbers by the end of the year.

GPB News Local
September 30, 2013, 5:44pm.  
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GPB’s Claire Simms reported on the importance of the state’s libraries to the start of the Affordable 
Care Act in Georgia.  Public libraries have been preparing themselves for what many believe could be 
a surge in visitors as online health insurance exchanges open under the Act. “In large swaths of 
Georgia, the only place you can get free internet is at your public library,” said Alan Harkness, director 
of the Chattahoochee Valley Libraries in Columbus.   But internet connectivity is not only an issue in 
more rural portions of the state.  “In the metro and in the urban areas, what can happen is that maybe 
there are bountiful resources, but are they available? Are they free? Are they something you know 
about?” emphasized Atlanta-Fulton Public Library System Interim Director Anne Haimes. “A lot of 
people who do not have internet access at home, who do not have a computer at home, will turn to the 
library first for information.”   Libraries, Haimes explained, are also one of the few places where 
employee can offer technical assistance to people who are not familiar with computers.

4. Education

GPB News Local
July 23, 2013, 6:35am, 8:35am.

GPB’s Joshua Stewart reported on a Georgia school district facing an issue involving online privacy.  
The Fayette County school district is facing a lawsuit this summer from a former student, raising 
questions about the privacy users of social media can expect online.  The answer: it depends.  Chelsea 
Chaney, now a University of Georgia freshman, wants $2 million because a school district employee 
downloaded a Facebook photo of her in a bikini and used it in a presentation to students and parents 
about social media.  She said she set the privacy options for the photo so only her Facebook “friends” 
and “friends of friends” could view it. Trying to control those options can matter.  “What that has 
bearing on is the level of control you’ve attempted to exercise over the use of whatever your material 
is, whether it’s textual content, or photo or video content,” said Derek Bauer, a partner at the McKenna 
Long & Aldridge law firm in Atlanta. “Certainly judges who are being asked to weigh in on the 
application of older, pre-technology privacy laws to social media are going to looking at what we call 
the ‘reasonable expectation’ that you have in the privacy of the information and how you’ve used it.”

GPB News Local
August 7, 2013, 6am, 7:35am, 8am.

GPB/Macon’s Adam Ragusea reported that incoming Fort Valley State University President Ivelaw 
Griffith worries that the state’s historically black colleges and universities need to broaden their focus. 
The new president of one of Georgia's three historically black public universities says that identity 
needs to change.  Ivelaw Griffith is coming to Fort Valley State University from York College in 
Queens, New York, where he served as provost. The City University of New York outpost is also 
predominantly black.  During a recent interview in his new office, Griffith said HBCUs have played a 
special role in helping Americans forge "a more perfect union," as envisioned in the preamble to the 
U.S. Constitution. But, he added, "over time, the people with whom the more perfect 'union-ing' needs 
to happen have not been only blacks."  Historically black schools need to broaden their focus to serve 
all under-served student populations, Griffith said, mentioning Hispanics in particular, as well as 
whites lacking economic or cultural status.  Griffith is also planning an aggressive push to court 
international students, both to enrich campus life and to address more practical concerns. Enrollment at 
FVSU has fluctuated widely in recent years, but recruiting abroad will help with that, he said.

     5. Transportation

GPB News Local
July 31, 2013, 6:35am, 5:44pm.
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GPB’s Claire Simms reported on the status of transportation issues approved by some Georgia voters 
last year.  Exactly one year ago Georgia voters went to the polls to cast their ballots and decide the fate 
of the state’s Transportation Investment Act (TIA). The act allowed each of the state’s 13 regions to 
decide whether to implement an additional penny sales tax for transportation, which was commonly 
referred to as T-SPLOST. Only three regions voted in favor: the Heart of Georgia, which is south of 
Macon, the River Valley, which includes Columbus, and the Central Savannah River Area, which 
includes Augusta. Those regions have already seen the tax pay dividends.  Diane McShane lives in 
Evans, the Columbia County seat, just northwest of Augusta. She walks her two small dogs, Half Pint 
and Jose, every day. Earlier this summer, the county added a brand new sidewalk connecting 
McShane’s subdivision to two others further down the road.  “I run in the morning, use it then and I 
walk the dogs all the time and I use it then,” said McShane. “I think it’s safer and it’s certainly a lot 
easier.”  The sidewalk was just the beginning for Columbia County. Pre-construction Engineer Ronnie 
Hutto said his departments has also been working on adding flashing pedestrian signals near high-
traffic crosswalks and repaving area streets.

GPB News Local
September 4, 2013, 4pm, 5pm, 6pm.  Repeated September 5, 2013, 7am, 8am.

GPB’s Claire Simms reported the Georgia Department of Transportation broke ground on the first 
major regional project of the Transportation Investment Act, or TIA. The initiative is commonly 
known as TSPLOST. The road project will widen U.S. 27 in Randolph County, just south of 
Columbus. The area is part of the River Valley region, one of just three regions in the state that voted 
in favor of implementing the special transportation sales tax in July 2012.  “It’s really a good project 
for the first project out of the gate for the TIA program,” explained TIA Administrator Mike Dover 
with the DOT. “I think it exemplifies the fact that we can get these projects, even if they’re off the 
shelf—if they’re in different stages of delivery, that we can get them ready and get them out the door.”
The River Valley Regional Commission ranked the U.S. 27 improvements above of any other project 
in the region and the DOT had already done most of the legwork to get it started.   “This project was 
basically shovel-ready when the Transportation Investment Act was passed last July,” explained 
Dover. The project will cost about $31 million and is scheduled for completion in July 2016. Some 
other projects, however, might not happen as quickly as planned because of a lag in tax revenues.


