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Representative Programs That Addressed Issues:

1. Health

On Second Thought GPB
April 10, 2018, 9am.

This is National Autism Awareness month. Research from the A.J. Drexel Autism Institute shows 
young adults with autism have higher rates of complete social isolation than people with other 
disabilities. One place to prevent that isolation is on the baseball field. GPB’s Leah Fleming spoke 
with the founder of a Georgia athletic program that’s designed to help teens and adults with autism 
and special needs.  Meanwhile, Asperger’s Syndrome is a neuro-biological disorder on the higher-
functioning end of the autism spectrum. Neurological disorders, as a rule, are not funny, but that 
doesn’t mean people who suffer from them are not. We revisited our conversation with the comedy 
troupe Asperger's Are Us, which disbanded earlier this year.

  
On Second Thought GPB
May 3, 2018, 9am.

At least one person has died and more than 100 people have fallen ill from E. coli following a recent 
outbreak in connection with romaine lettuce from Arizona. "Do not eat or buy romaine lettuce unless 
you can confirm it is not from the Yuma, Arizona growing region," says a statement from the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). "This includes any pre-packaged salads or salad mixes.” 
Dr. Patricia Griffin, chief of the enteric diseases epidemiology branch at the CDC, explained to guest 
host Leah Fleming how the recent outbreak happened and what consumers should be aware of when 
buying produce.

Also, we looked at how researchers at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) are 
using DNA technology to try and prevent future E. coli outbreaks.  The method is called genome 
sequencing and it could eliminate the guessing game when it comes to finding the source of E. coli 
outbreaks. With it, scientists can determine the exact food and location in which the contaminated 
produce originated.  Michael Doyle is a professor emeritus of food microbiology at the University of 
Georgia. Doyle told Leah Fleming exactly how genome sequencing will help both consumers and the 
food industry.

On Second Thought GPB
June 12, 2018, 9am.

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta says suicide is the 10th leading cause of 
death in the United States, and according to a new report, the number of people who take their own 
lives has risen substantially since 1999. Per the report, nearly 45,000 Americans age 10 or older took 
their own lives in 2016. Georgia alone saw a 16 percent increase in suicides from 1999-2016. 
Researchers and advocacy groups say more needs to be done to prevent these tragedies, which have 
drawn greater attention in recent days in light of the deaths of fashion designer Kate Spade and 
celebrity chef Anthony Bourdain. Both died of apparent suicides. Emory University professor Nadine 
Kaslow spoke with host Virginia Prescott about her research on suicide. Doreen Marshall of the 
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention also advised on how to discourage people from taking 
their own lives.

https://www.cdc.gov/ecoli/2018/o157h7-04-18/index.html
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/04/19/604036532/e-coli-outbreak-linked-to-romaine-lettuce-spreads-to-16-states
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/04/19/604036532/e-coli-outbreak-linked-to-romaine-lettuce-spreads-to-16-states
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/04/19/604036532/e-coli-outbreak-linked-to-romaine-lettuce-spreads-to-16-states
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/04/19/604036532/e-coli-outbreak-linked-to-romaine-lettuce-spreads-to-16-states
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/04/19/604036532/e-coli-outbreak-linked-to-romaine-lettuce-spreads-to-16-states
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/04/19/604036532/e-coli-outbreak-linked-to-romaine-lettuce-spreads-to-16-states
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/04/19/604036532/e-coli-outbreak-linked-to-romaine-lettuce-spreads-to-16-states
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/04/19/604036532/e-coli-outbreak-linked-to-romaine-lettuce-spreads-to-16-states
https://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2018/04/19/604036532/e-coli-outbreak-linked-to-romaine-lettuce-spreads-to-16-states
https://blogs.cdc.gov/publichealthmatters/authors/patricia-griffin/
https://futurism.com/foodborne-outbreaks-genome-sequencing/
http://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/health/ct-genetics-food-poisoning-20180430-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/health/ct-genetics-food-poisoning-20180430-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/health/ct-genetics-food-poisoning-20180430-story.html
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http://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/health/ct-genetics-food-poisoning-20180430-story.html
http://www.chicagotribune.com/lifestyles/health/ct-genetics-food-poisoning-20180430-story.html
http://www.caes.uga.edu/departments/food-science/people/faculty/michael-doyle.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vitalsigns/suicide/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/vitalsigns/pdf/vs-0618-suicide-H.pdf
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2. Education

On Second Thought GPB
April 2, 2018, 9am.

Georgia leads most of the nation in average student loan debt. Nearly 1.5 million Georgians owe an 
average of $30,000 in federal student debt. Defaulting on student loans hurts more than your credit 
score; it can also result in losing your professional license. In more than a dozen states, including 
Georgia, your license can be seized if you don't keep up with your loan payments. Guest host Tony 
Harris talked with Debra Curry, a college graduate and Georgia registered nurse who nearly lost her 
ability to practice because of this law. We were also joined by Stacy Cowley, a finance reporter for 
The New York Times. 

On Second Thought GPB
June 4, 2018, 9am.

The 1954 Supreme Court decision Brown v. Board of Education made segregation of America’s 
public schools illegal. But decades before Thurgood Marshall argued for Linda Brown's right to 
attend the all-white school closest to her house in Topeka, Kansas, lawsuits brought by little girls and 
young women chipped away at the foundations of segregated education. New research finds their 
grassroots efforts paved the way for the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People's (NAACP) legal battle to integrate schools nationally. Historian Rachel Devlin spent a decade 
uncovering and interviewing the women whose trailblazing role has long been neglected in history 
books. These hidden figures are the subject of her new book, "Standing at the Door: The Generation 
of Young Women Who Desegregated America's Schools." Devlin, a professor at Rutgers University 
in New Jersey and a scholar of race and gender, told new host Virginia Prescott she was shocked no 
Southern historian had made note of women and girls' outsize contributions to desegregation before.

We also heard from one of the women who was there: Charlayne Hunter-Gault. On Jan. 9,1961, she 
and Hamilton Holmes became the first two African-American students to attend the University of 
Georgia. Then-Gov. Ernest Vandiver, a staunch segregationist, called it the "saddest day" of his life. 
Hunter-Gault also spoke with us about how the media covered the civil rights movement. Hunter-
Gault chose to attend UGA because she wanted to major in journalism, and none of the black colleges 
or universities in Georgia offered a program at the time. She volunteered for The Red & Black, 
UGA's student newspaper, but couldn't any assignments because the city of Athens remained 
segregated. Instead, she spent weekends commuting to Atlanta to report on the student movement for 
The Atlanta Inquirer, an African-American newspaper Julian Bond and other student activists had 
founded. Hunter-Gault went on to become an award-winning journalist for CNN, NPR and PBS. Also 
joining us was Hank Klibanoff, former managing editor of The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
and Pulitzer Prize-winning author of "The Race Beat: The Press, the Civil Rights Struggle, and the 
Awakening of a Nation."  

On Second Thought GPB
June 12, 2018, 9am.

Morehouse College in Atlanta is one of the nation’s most renowned and distinguished historically 
black colleges. Tiago Rachelson, who is white, is one of them. His experiences at the HBCU, along 
with the reactions of black students at Morehouse and the Atlanta University Center, are documented 

https://wallethub.com/edu/best-and-worst-states-for-student-debt/7520/
https://studentloanhero.com/featured/do-student-loans-affect-credit/
https://studentloanhero.com/featured/do-student-loans-affect-credit/
https://studentloanhero.com/featured/do-student-loans-affect-credit/
https://studentloanhero.com/featured/do-student-loans-affect-credit/
https://studentloanhero.com/featured/do-student-loans-affect-credit/
https://studentloanhero.com/featured/do-student-loans-affect-credit/
http://https/www.wsbtv.com/news/2-investigates/defaulting-on-student-loans-could-cost-you-your-job-under-little-known-state-law/704625689
http://https/www.wsbtv.com/news/2-investigates/defaulting-on-student-loans-could-cost-you-your-job-under-little-known-state-law/704625689
http://https/www.wsbtv.com/news/2-investigates/defaulting-on-student-loans-could-cost-you-your-job-under-little-known-state-law/704625689
http://https/www.wsbtv.com/news/2-investigates/defaulting-on-student-loans-could-cost-you-your-job-under-little-known-state-law/704625689
http://https/www.wsbtv.com/news/2-investigates/defaulting-on-student-loans-could-cost-you-your-job-under-little-known-state-law/704625689
http://https/www.wsbtv.com/news/2-investigates/defaulting-on-student-loans-could-cost-you-your-job-under-little-known-state-law/704625689
https://twitter.com/StacyCowley
https://www.history.com/topics/black-history/brown-v-board-of-education-of-topeka
https://www.biography.com/people/linda-brown-21134187
https://www.biography.com/people/linda-brown-21134187
https://www.biography.com/people/linda-brown-21134187
https://www.biography.com/people/linda-brown-21134187
https://www.biography.com/people/linda-brown-21134187
https://www.biography.com/people/linda-brown-21134187
https://www.biography.com/people/linda-brown-21134187
http://history.rutgers.edu/faculty-directory/462-devlin-rachel
https://www.amazon.com/Girl-Stands-Door-Generation-Desegregated/dp/1541697332
https://www.amazon.com/Girl-Stands-Door-Generation-Desegregated/dp/1541697332
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/arts-culture/charlayne-hunter-gault-b-1942
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/hamilton-holmes-1941-1995
http://crdl.usg.edu/cgi/crdl?action=retrieve;rset=002;recno=8;format=_video
https://www.redandblack.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DbgRbhuk2Rs&t=639s
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/surviving-school-desegregation-and-finding-hope-in-never-again
https://www.newyorker.com/news/news-desk/surviving-school-desegregation-and-finding-hope-in-never-again
http://twitter.com/charlaynehg
http://twitter.com/charlaynehg
http://twitter.com/charlaynehg
http://twitter.com/charlaynehg
http://twitter.com/charlaynehg
http://twitter.com/charlaynehg
http://twitter.com/charlaynehg
http://twitter.com/charlaynehg
http://twitter.com/charlaynehg
http://twitter.com/charlaynehg
http://twitter.com/charlaynehg
http://twitter.com/charlaynehg
https://twitter.com/hankklibanoff
http://www.pulitzer.org/winners/gene-roberts-and-hank-klibanoff
https://www.amazon.com/Race-Beat-Rights-Struggle-Awakening/dp/0679735658/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1528142303&sr=1-1&keywords=the+race+beat
https://www.amazon.com/Race-Beat-Rights-Struggle-Awakening/dp/0679735658/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1528142303&sr=1-1&keywords=the+race+beat
http://www.morehouse.edu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M7yBuNffuGc
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in a new documentary series on VICE.com. It’s called “Minority Reports." The producer, Lee Adams, 
told host Virginia Prescott why he chose to tell this story, and how the presence of non-black students 
at HBCUs could change what have historically been safe spaces for black students. “Minority 
Reports” begins airing June 19th on VICE.com.

3. Politics

Political Rewind GPB
Every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday at 2pm,

GPB’s three-times-per-week discussion of all things politics, Political Rewind, focused heavily on the 
continued controversies of the Trump administration and Georgia’s Gubernatorial and other primary 
contests.  Host Bill Nigut and a rotating panel of political experts, including Atlanta Journal-
Constitution Political Editor Jim Galloway, discussed the latest campaign news, polls, rumors and 
speculation, as well as happenings in state and local political races and preparations for future races.  
The leadup and results of the state’s May 22nd primary was a major focus.

      On Second Thought GPB
April 30, 2018, 9am.

Across the country, record numbers of women are running for elected office in this year’s midterms 
— and a lot of them are running for the first time. In Georgia, the highest-profile race is the 
Democratic race for governor, which is pitting Stacey Abrams against Stacey Evans. Elsewhere in the 
state, more women are running for legislative seats than in years past. Since 2016, the number of 
women seeking state Senate seats has increased by 40 percent and the number seeking spots in the 
state House is up about 20 percent. For Democrats especially, the 2018 midterms are a huge 
opportunity, with the party vying for spots in 121 spots (the most since 2004). Many of those 
candidates are first-timers, many are in historically red districts and many are women. To break down 
the shift and what it’s like to be a female candidate in this political climate, guest host Leah Fleming 
spoke with Sarah Riggs Amico, who’s running for lieutenant governor; state Sen. Kay Kirkpatrick 
and State Reps. Bee Nguyen and Mary Margaret Oliver.

       On Second Thought GPB
May 16, 2018, 9am.

Ian Garvey didn’t know very many Donald Trump supporters before he met Tim Huff. Huff had 
never met a transgender person. Two weeks before Trump became president, Garvey was randomly 
placed in Huff’s dorm room at Oglethorpe University. On Second Thought intern Monique Bandong 
told the story of the two unlikely friends on today’s program. Huff explained why he was a Trump 
supporter, coming from a low-income area in Valdosta, and wanting a change in government.  
Garvey, meanwhile, had to explain how he was born female but now identifies as transgender. Both 
were wary of each other at first but learned to accept each other.  Garvey, now 22, wants to address 
homelessness, job discrimination, access to healthcare and other issues that LGBTQ youths face in 
his future activism.  Meanwhile, Huff has spent the last year recovering from a car accident, with the 
help of a service dog and Garvey’s support. Huff, 19, is on track to graduate with a business degree 
and non-profit minor; he wants to bring industry back to Valdosta and support his hometown. “You’ll 
find that you might have more in common with the other person than you think,” Garvey says. “Tim 
and I both want to uplift our communities, but we have different ways of going about it.”

https://www.vice.com/en_us
https://www.vice.com/en_us
https://www.vice.com/en_us
https://www.vice.com/en_us
https://www.vice.com/en_us
https://www.vice.com/en_us
https://www.vice.com/en_us
https://www.vice.com/en_us
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4. Immigration

On Second Thought GPB
April 16, 2018, 9am.

Last week, the U.S. Department of Justice announced it would halt its Legal Orientation Program, 
which provides legal advice and information to detained immigrants. The DOJ has also suspended a 
telephone helpline. The Southern Poverty Law Center says this isn't the only obstacle immigrants face 
when it comes to legal assistance. In a new lawsuit, the SPLC claims federal immigration officials 
make it difficult for detainees to communicate with their attorneys. In the lawsuit, the Southern 
Poverty Law Center calls out two Georgia detention centers as part of the problem. SPLC legal 
director Lisa Graybill and immigration lawyer Hiba Ghalib talked with guest host Adam Ragusea 
about immigrants' access to legal assistance.  

On Second Thought GPB
May 9, 2018, 9am.

Police aren't required by law to collaborate with U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement on 
immigration control. Athens-Clarke County recently joined at least seven other Georgia communities 
that refuse to honor ICE detainers. That’s when ICE asks local jails to hold people they’ve booked 
until ICE agents can come get them. It’s a different story elsewhere in Georgia, a recent investigation 
found. According to an article reported by On Second Thought's Adam Ragusea and his journalism 
students at Mercer University's Center for Collaborative Journalism, some cities and counties eagerly 
cooperate with ICE. We heard more about that investigation of Houston County immigration 
enforcement practices from Adam and his student Vanessa Alva. Alva is a journalism and political 
science major at Mercer University. She's also an immigrant pursuing her own path to citizenship.

On Second Thought GPB
May 31, 2018, 9am.

In a bid to end the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program, Alabama and six other 
states recently filed a lawsuit against it. The Obama-era program protects about 700,000 young 
immigrants from deportation. In Georgia, there are roughly 24,000 DREAMers, a term that describes 
undocumented immigrants whose family brought them to the United States as children, and who have 
grown up in the U.S. Valentina Emilia Garcia Gonzalez is one of them. We first met Gonzalez last 
year, when she was a student at Dartmouth College in New Hampshire. She joined us again to talk 
with host Virginia Prescott about the effects of her immigrant experience on her mental health.

In addition, Belisa Urbina is the executive director of Ser Familia, a Georgia-based group that 
provides counseling and support for Latino families who live here. Urbina explained how mental 
health affects the immigrant experience, especially for undocumented immigrants.

And Emory University professor Marie Marquardt has closely followed the battle over DACA. She’s 
an immigration activist who brings her activism to young adult fiction. We replayed an interview with 
her from earlier this year to discuss her latest book, “Flight Season.”

https://www.splcenter.org/news/2018/04/04/splc-sues-dhs-unconstitutionally-blocking-detained-immigrants-access-lawyers
https://www.redandblack.com/athensnews/breaking-clarke-county-sheriff-will-no-longer-enforce--hour/article_d796c95a-3f62-11e8-96b3-87095cdecacd.html
https://www.ice.gov/detainer-policy
http://ccj.mercer.edu/
https://twitter.com/vanessa__Alva
http://files.www.iwj.org/resources/state-by-state-daca-fact-sheets/DACA_Fact_Sheets/Georgia_DACA.pdf
https://www.texasattorneygeneral.gov/files/epress/File-Stamped_Complaint.pdf?cachebuster:64
https://www.adl.org/education/educator-resources/lesson-plans/what-is-the-dream-act-and-who-are-the-dreamers
https://www.adl.org/education/educator-resources/lesson-plans/what-is-the-dream-act-and-who-are-the-dreamers
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https://www.adl.org/education/educator-resources/lesson-plans/what-is-the-dream-act-and-who-are-the-dreamers
https://www.adl.org/education/educator-resources/lesson-plans/what-is-the-dream-act-and-who-are-the-dreamers
https://www.adl.org/education/educator-resources/lesson-plans/what-is-the-dream-act-and-who-are-the-dreamers
http://gpbnews.org/post/cost-removing-daca-georgia
http://gpbnews.org/post/cost-removing-daca-georgia
http://gpbnews.org/post/cost-removing-daca-georgia
http://gpbnews.org/post/cost-removing-daca-georgia
http://gpbnews.org/post/cost-removing-daca-georgia
http://twitter.com/MarieFMarquardt?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
http://www.amazon.com/Flight-Season-Novel-Marie-Marquardt/dp/1250107016?SubscriptionId=AKIAIXFKFJI6IH6DO5KQ&amp;tag=kirkus-20&amp;linkCode=xm2&amp;camp=2025&amp;creative=165953&amp;creativeASIN=1250107016
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5. Race / Civil Rights

On Second Thought GPB
April 4, 2018, 9am.

On today’s program, we paid tribute to Martin Luther King Jr., who was killed 50 years ago. In 
August 1967, King spoke in Atlanta at the annual convention of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference. Less than a year later, he was killed in Memphis, Tennessee. Guest host Tony Harris 
spoke with Xernona Clayton, an advisor to King and one of the conference planners. 

Meanwhile, Georgia Congressman John Lewis is a civil rights leader, a principled politician and a 
graphic novelist. We talked to him about his three-part graphic memoir, "March," which chronicles 
his life during the civil rights movement. 

We also listened to a rare 1961 interview with King. King spoke with Eleanor Fischer, a reporter with 
the Canadian Broadcasting Corporation, who later worked for National Public Radio. In the 
interview, he speaks about facing racial prejudice while growing up in Atlanta. 

Historian Jason Sokol's new book "The Heavens Might Crack" explores the public’s reaction to 
King's death. We talked with the author about the different ways people responded to the 
assassination of the civil rights icon. 

And, in 1977, President Jimmy Carter posthumously awarded King the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom. King's wife, Coretta Scott King, accepted the award on his behalf. On Second Thought 
producer Sean Powers took us back to that day at the White House.

On Second Thought GPB
April 5, 2018, 9:00am.

The U.S. Supreme Court issued its historic ruling Brown v. the Board of Education more than six 
decades ago. Linda Brown, the namesake of that landmark court case, died March 25th. She was 
76. With Brown v. Board, it became illegal to separate public school students by race. But since the 
landmark ruling, many schools in the South have resegregated, according to a report from the Civil 
Rights Project at the University of California, Los Angeles. The study also found Latino student 
enrollment surpassed black enrollment for the first time. Guest host Tony Harris spoke about the 
resegregation of southern schools with Erica Frankenberg, associate professor of education at Penn 
State University, Belisa Urbina, executive director of Ser Familia, and Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
education reporter Maureen Downey.

Meanwhile, while researching their Macon school’s history last summer, Wesleyan College students 
made a startling discovery: Wesleyan has close historical ties to racism, slavery and even the Ku Klux 
Klan. Their discovery came just months after racist graffiti was found on a dorm room wall at the 
college. Harris talked with Wesleyan College history professor Karen Huber and Dallas Morning 
News interactive editor Dana Amihere about how schools can address their problematic pasts. 

http://kingencyclopedia.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/encyclopedia/enc_southern_christian_leadership_conference_sclc/
http://kingencyclopedia.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/encyclopedia/enc_southern_christian_leadership_conference_sclc/
http://kingencyclopedia.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/encyclopedia/enc_southern_christian_leadership_conference_sclc/
http://kingencyclopedia.stanford.edu/encyclopedia/encyclopedia/enc_southern_christian_leadership_conference_sclc/
http://nationalsclc.org/
http://nationalsclc.org/
http://nationalsclc.org/
http://nationalsclc.org/
http://nationalsclc.org/
http://nationalsclc.org/
http://nationalsclc.org/
http://nationalsclc.org/
http://nationalsclc.org/
http://nationalsclc.org/
http://nationalsclc.org/
http://www.trumpetfoundation.org/xernona-clayton/
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00CTBU3NC/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RMwz447wKe4
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B073P4JWL8/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
http://time.com/4850856/martin-luther-king-medal-freedom/
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