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Issues and Programs List
Quarterly Report
2nd Quarter 2014

[April – May – June]

Radio

Top 5 Issues Addressed:

1. Politics

2. Health

3. Education

4. Guns & Crime

5. Environment
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Representative Programs That Addressed Issues:

1. Politics

GPB News Local
April 11, 2014, 4:30, 5:30 and 6pm.  April 12, 2014, 8:04, 9:04 and 11:04am.
  
GPB Capitol Reporter Jeanne Bonner reported on the upcoming annual conference of Georgia Young 
Democrats in Columbus.  With young voters generally staying home during non-Presidential elections, 
the group is working to improve young voter turnout if they hope to defeat incumbent Republican Gov. 
Nathan Deal and/or win the open Senate seat being vacated by Republican Saxby Chambliss.  
Generally, older voters lean Republican and younger voters lean Democrat.  However, Jeanne reported 
that some recent polls show Deal doing better than 38-year old challenger Jason Carter among young 
voters.

GPB News Local
April 21, 2014, 5:44pm

GPB/Macon reporter Adam Ragusea did a feature report on the surprising name that will be on the 
Republican ballot for state Senate in Middle Georgia – John F. Kennedy.  Not only does the candidate 
share the name of the famous Democratic President – his campaign artwork is reminiscent of the 
former President’s 1960 campaign.  While John Flanders Kennedy is young and charismatic, like the 
former President, he says he is a tried-and-true conservative and has been all of his life.  And while 
getting conservatives to vote for a “JFK” in 2014, it should be noted the Georgia went for the original 
“JFK” in 1960.

GPB News NPR       
April 7, 2014, 6:10 and 8:10am.

NPR’s Carrie Johnson reported from Georgia on Voting Rights.  Election season is getting underway 
in states all over the country, and voting rights advocates worry some of those places may move to 
disenfranchise minorities by exploiting a Supreme Court ruling.  That ruling last June blew up a 
system that had forced states with a history of discrimination to win federal approval before making 
election changes.  Now, legal groups are responding by training a new generation of activists to sue. 
Consider this recent gathering of a few dozen lawyers and community activists on the 28th floor of an 
Atlanta skyscraper.   A thick fog obscured the towers along Peachtree Street, but people like Robert 
Adams Jr. said their purpose was clear.  "I was invited by the president of the NAACP," Adams told 
NPR. "I'm one of the district coordinators for Georgia. We're always in the struggle and the fight, so 
I'm here to get some more training; training is always good."  Laughlin McDonald, director of the 
ACLU Voting Rights Project, has watched elections in Georgia since not long after Congress passed 
the Voting Rights Act in 1965. Last year, a divided Supreme Court gutted part of that law, throwing 
into chaos a system that had required Georgia and eight other states to ask for federal permission 
before making any election changes.  McDonald, one of the lawyers teaching the session, told the 
audience he's noticed a difference.  "We know that in Georgia it is having a negative impact in some of 
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the jurisdictions, and one of them is Augusta-Richmond County," McDonald said.  Before the Supreme 
Court ruled, the county planned to move up its elections from November to July. But the Justice 
Department objected to that plan, arguing it would depress black turnout. After the Supreme Court 
ruling, the county no longer had to ask for permission, so the change was made.  Already, the Atlanta 
Journal Constitution has found African-Americans are underrepresented in local governments across 
the state.

2.  Health

GPB News Local
April 10, 2014, 5:44pm

GPB’s Adam Ragusea reported on Gov. Nathan Deal’s attempts to help save Georgia’s rural hospitals.
The rural hospital crisis has become a political football in recent months. Republicans blame it on 
Obamacare. Democrats blame Governor Deal for not expanding Medicaid.  Jimmy Lewis, a lobbyist 
for Georgia’s small hospitals, says the main problem has been the state’s massive cuts in Medicaid 
reimbursements going back to 1999. Those are the payments the state gives healthcare providers for 
treating the poor and the disabled.  “We’ve cut the reimbursements on an annual basis about $1.5 
billion, and that has reduced the per capita healthcare payments in the state of Georgia to Georgia 
being about number 47 or 48 on the list of payments,” said Lewis.  To deal with the problem, Gov. 
Deal proposed two ideas for advancing medical marijuana in Georgia, after a bill that would have done 
that died. A few weeks ago, the governor directed his community health commissioner to do 
something for rural hospitals. Nine of them have closed in Georgia since 2000, leaving whole 
communities without quick access to emergency care.

GPB News Local
June 6, 2014, 6:35 and 8:35am.

GPB’s Adam Ragusea reported on a middle Georgia Republican State Representative who will try 
again to legalize medical marijuana.   Earlier this year it appeared the state might partially legalize 
medical marijuana. It didn't happen, but state Rep. Allen got involved in the issue after he met a little 
girl in his district who suffers from debilitating seizures. Some doctors believe a non-intoxicating 
cannabis oil could help. There already exists a 1980 law in Georgia that legalizes medical marijuana as 
a treatment for cancer and glaucoma. “We were trying to piggyback off that legislation and add seizure 
disorders to the diagnoses that could be obtained,” Peake said. His bill received broad bi-partisan 
support until other lawmakers tacked on an unrelated amendment that would have required Georgia 
insurers to cover certain autism treatments

3. Education

GPB News Local
May 15, 2014, 4:30 and 5:30pm

60 years after the historic Brown versus the Board of Education ruling that was supposed to 
desegregate the nation’s schools, some educators say true integration looks as unattainable as ever. 
GPB’s Adam Ragusea reported that one of them is Cindi Chance, Dean of the College of Education at 
Georgia Regents University in Augusta.  Blacks and whites living in separate neighborhoods has 
resulted in de facto school segregation across the south, she said.  "People tend to live in communities 
where they feel comfortable, with people like themselves," Chance said. "We've proved beyond a 
shadow of a doubt that busing is not the answer to integrate schools."
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GPB News Local
April 21, 2014, 4, 4:30, 5 and 6pm.

GPB’s Ellen Reinhardt reported on new Georgia school testing results which show that the state’s 
elementary and middle school students are doing better, but high school test scores fell slightly.  The 
results come from a new school grading system that replaces “No Child Left Behind” measurements, 
called the College and Career Ready Performance Index or CCRPI. State Superintendent John Barge 
says a more-rigorous algebra test is one reason high school scores dropped 1 point.

4. Guns & Crime

GPB News Local
May 28, 2014, 4:30 and 5:30pm.

GPB’s Adam Ragusea reported on a Florida court ruling that may will have an effect on Georgia.  
Advocates for prisoners and the disabled are calling a new U.S. Supreme Court decision one of the 
most important for their cause since 2002 – and one that could have immediate ramifications for 
Georgia’s death penalty.  In 2002 the court made it clear in a Virginia case that no state may execute 
the intellectually disabled. Tuesday’s ruling in a Florida case picks up where Atkins v. Virginia left 
off, making it a little clearer who counts as intellectually disabled.  For the first time, the justices said 
that a state has to consider more than an arbitrary IQ cut-off. Florida has, until now, refused to review 
any evidence about a defendant’s purported intellectual disability unless she/he scored 70 or below on 
an IQ test.  But for advocates of prisoner’s rights, including Mercer University law professor Sarah 
Gerwig, the Florida decision is also a breakthrough in the way the justices discuss the topic of 
intellectual disability itself.

GPB News Local
April 23, 2014, 4, 4:30, 5, 5:30, and 6pm.  Repeated April 24, 2014, 6:06, 6:30, 7 and 8am.

GPB’s Ellen Reinhardt and Jeanne Bonner reported on Governor Nathan Deal’s signing of a sweeping 
gun bill that expands the places where people can carry firearms in Georgia. “The Safe Carry 
Protection Act,” more commonly known as the “guns everywhere” bill, will allow licensed gun owners 
to carry firearms in many churches, bars, and government buildings.  With a crowd of more than 100 
gun rights supporters, the bill signing ceremony in Ellijay had the feel of a campaign event.   For 
House Speaker David Ralston, whose district includes Ellijay, it was.  “This is the apple capitol of 
Georgia,” said Ralston. “And yes, this is a community where we cling to religion and guns.  During the 
ceremony, Gov. Deal said he was putting into law a gun bill that heralds “self-defense, personal 
liberties, and public safety.”

5. Environment

GPB News Local
May 8, 2014, 4:30 and 5:30pm.

GPB-Savannah reporter Emily Jones had a story in which environmental groups said Southern 
Company wants to take too much water from the Savannah River for two new nuclear reactors at Plant 
Vogtle. The power company is asking for a permit to withdraw up to 74 million gallons a day.  The 
Georgia Environmental Protection Division is holding a public hearing on the permit request.  

http://www.gpb.org/news/2014/04/22/georgia-governor-signs-%E2%80%98unprecedented%E2%80%99-gun-bill
http://www.gpb.org/news/2014/04/22/georgia-governor-signs-%E2%80%98unprecedented%E2%80%99-gun-bill
http://www.gpb.org/news/2014/04/15/capitol-confusion-when-does-georgia%E2%80%99s-gun-expansion-begin
http://www.gpb.org/news/2014/04/15/capitol-confusion-when-does-georgia%E2%80%99s-gun-expansion-begin
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Georgia Power spokesman Brian Green says the figure amounts to one percent of the normal volume 
of the river and is comparable to the amount used at Vogtle’s existing reactors.  But environmental 
advocates say it’s too big a share for one company. Sara Barczak of the Southern Alliance for Clean 
Energy says removing that much water will hurt people and industries that rely on the river.

GPB News Local                     
June 27, 2014, 4:30 and 5:30pm.  Repeated June 28, 2014, 8:04 and 11:04am.

GPB-Savannah reporter Emily Jones had a report on a new study ranking the Savannah River third in 
the country for the amount of toxic discharge released into its water.  More than 5 million pounds of 
waste were discharged into the river in 2010, according to the report from Environment Georgia.  
Tonya Bonitatibus of Savannah Riverkeeper says officials have been working on a pollution reduction 
plan for several years. But she says little has changed in the meantime.  “What we’ve got on this river 
is we’ve still got a large amount of pollution going in, we’ve got permits that expired five, six years 
ago, and it’s the status quo.”  The EPA has called for a 90% reduction in discharge for the Savannah 
River in Georgia and South Carolina.


