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Radio

Top 5 Issues Addressed:

1. Politics

2. Discrimination / Race

3. Health

4. Education

5. Religion
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Representative Programs That Addressed Issues:

1. Politics

Political Rewind GPB
Every Wednesday, 2pm, and every Friday, 3pm.

GPB’s weekly discussion of all things politics, Political Rewind, focused on the Presidential race, 
including the Republican and Democratic Conventions along with hot state topics like Republican 
lawmakers wavering in their support of GOP nominee Donald Trump.  Host Bill Nigut and a rotating 
panel of political experts discussed the latest campaign news, polls, rumors and speculation, as well as 
happenings in state political races and preparations for future races.
 
  
On Second Thought GPB
August 1, 2016, 9am.

Democrats and Republicans gathered at their respective conventions this summer to nominate their 
choices for president. Georgia politicians had a front row seat at both conventions. Guest host Adam 
Ragusea recapped convention highlights with Emory University political science professor Andra 
Gillespie and discussed the role Georgia played.  Then, despite Bill Clinton's carrying Georgia in 
1992, Zell Miller and Roy Barnes holding the Governor's Mansion for the entire decade and senators 
Sam Nunn, Max Cleland, and Wyche Fowler Jr. representing the state in D.C., Georgia has been 
considered a red-majority state since the 1990s, but that may change. There are hundreds of 
thousands of people of color in Georgia who are not registered to vote. If they showed up on Election 
Day, they could change the result. We talked about the state of the state’s politics with Emory 
University political science professor Andra Gillespie and Daniel Franklin, a political science 
professor at Georgia State University.

On Second Thought GPB
August 22, 2016, 9am.

In Georgia, the contest to win a Senate seat is much more competitive than anyone predicted. 
Republican incumbent Johnny Isakson is just a few percentage points ahead of a relative unknown 
Democrat. And the independent, Allen Buckley, might force a runoff like he did a few years 
ago. Host Celeste Headlee talked with The Atlanta Journal-Constitution’s Washington Correspondent 
Tamar Hallerman about how the national election is influencing Georgia’s Senate race. 

2. Discrimination / Race

On Second Thought GPB
July 21, 2016, 9am.

On today’s program, guest host Adam Ragusea presented a story reported by GPB’s Bradley George, 
telling the tale of how more than a dozen African-American girls were held in a south Georgia 
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stockade for two months. The girls, aged 13 to 15, were imprisoned after a 1963 civil rights 
demonstration in Americus, Georgia.  None of them had told the story of their ordeal until now.  A 
black-and-white image of the young girls behind bars is going to be displayed at the new National 
Museum of African American History and Culture in Washington, D.C. 

On Second Thought GPB
July 28, 2016, 9am.

On today’s show, host Celeste Headlee looked back on the life of Savannah civil rights activist W.W. 
Law who passed away 14 years ago. He served as the president for the Savannah chapter of the 
NAACP from 1950 to 1976. Now the city of Savannah is archiving W.W. Law’s collection, which 
includes photographs, books, music, and letters. We talked about Law’s life and legacy with Luciana 
Spracher, the Director of Library and Archives for the City of Savannah, and former Savannah mayor 
Edna Jackson. Plus, we heard from another Georgia pioneer. 69 years ago, nine African-American 
police officers joined the Savannah Police Department. They were the first black officers in the state 
and came to be known as the “Original Nine.” John White was among them and was the first to take 
the oath. He looked back on that day and how things have changed since.

Also, African-American teen Jordan Davis was murdered in his car by Michael Dunn in 2012 after a 
dispute over loud music in Jacksonville, Florida. Davis was from Atlanta and his death ignited a 
national debate about racism and gun violence. Davis’s mother, Lucia McBeth, spoke at the 
Democratic National Convention about her son’s death as an advocate for ‘Mothers of the 
Movement.’ Filmmaker Marc Silver produced a film entitled “3 ½ Minutes: 10 Bullets,” which 
chronicles the tragic death of Jordan Davis. Celeste spoke with Lucia McBeth and Marc Davis about 
the social implications of guns and racial violence.        

On Second Thought GPB
September 19, 2016, 9am.

Today’s program focused on Smithsonian Magazine and its “Black in America” issue honoring the 
opening of the Smithsonian's National Museum of African-American History and Culture. Host 
Celeste Headlee talked with editor-in-chief Michael Caruso about the issue, and the future of activism 
via social media. Plus, Pulitzer Prize-winning poet and Emory University professor Natasha 
Trethewey read her poem “We Have Seen.” The poem was inspired by the 53rd anniversary of the 
16th Street Baptist Church bombing which killed four young girls.

Then, we talked with Georgia Democratic Congressman John Lewis and Pulitzer Prize-winning 
journalist Isabel Wilkerson. They both contributed articles to this month's issue of Smithsonian 
Magazine. In the issue, Lewis recalled his time as part of the Freedom Riders, while Wilkerson 
wrote about the history of the Great Migration in which six million black people left the South for 
other parts of the country.

Finally, the Smithsonian’s National Museum of African American History officially opened this 
week. The museum features relics that chronicle the history, community, and culture of African-
American life. But the creation of the museum was no easy task. We talked with author Tonya 
Bolden, who documented the process in her book, “How To Build A Museum.” Also, Clark Atlanta 
University African-American studies professor Daniel Black and Smithsonian Magazine editor-in-
chief Michael Caruso joined the conversation. 
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3. Health

On Second Thought GPB
July 1, 2016, 9am.

Today’s entire program celebrated the 70th birthday of The Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention in Atlanta with a remote broadcast. On this show, host Celeste Headlee revisited some of 
their best conversations about issues that the CDC studies -- like the harsh realities of secondhand 
smoke and the effectiveness of smoking regulations in Georgia.

A new microneedle patch designed at Georgia Tech could make it easier than ever for people to 
protect against measles. The tiny patch is administered with just the press of a thumb to the skin.  
Could this be a game changer for vaccines? We learned more about the technology from Georgia 
Tech’s Mark Prausnitz and Rebecca Martin, director of the CDC’s Global Immunization Division. 

We also looked at a recent CDC study that examined the connection between bars and violence.  The 
report focused on one Atlanta neighborhood – Buckhead – and found that a decrease in the 
concentration of bars and other on-site drinking premises there led to a decrease in crime. Should that 
affect how urban city planners lay out neighborhoods? Bob Brewer, the head of the CDC’s alcohol 
program, explained whether that should affect how urban city planners lay out neighborhoods. 

In addition, we met the CDC’s “disease detectives,” an elite group of public health professionals who 
have to apply to be accepted into the center’s two-year program. We talked with two members of the 
class of 2015 as they begin their work: Rebekah Stewart Schicker and Saleena Subaiya.  

And we took a look at smoking rates in Georgia.  First, the good news – smoking is on a steady 
decline in Georgia. But other “emerging products” like e-cigarettes and hookahs are on the rise, 
especially among youth, and that’s not so good news. Also, bars and restaurants in the state are 
finding loopholes to keep their businesses smoker-friendly. What’s the state of tobacco usage in 
Georgia, and what are the most effective ways to keep young Georgians from picking up the habit? 
Host Celeste Headlee talked to Brian King with the Office of Smoking and Health at the Centers for 
Disease Control and Dr. Terry Pechacek from Georgia State University’s School of Public Health.

On Second Thought GPB
August 15, 2016, 9am.

A new collection at Emory University sheds light on the HIV/AIDS crisis of the 1980s by showcasing 
photos by an Atlanta photographer. Billy Howard documented dozens of people who were HIV 
positive and asked them to write a reflection on their photograph. Host Celeste Headlee spoke with 
Howard about the collection, and we heard from one of his subjects, who explains why he waited a 
decade before taking his anti-retroviral medication. And according to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, Atlanta is the fifth-highest metro area for new HIV diagnoses. We checked in with 
AID Atlanta executive director Nicole Roebuck about the high infection rates. 
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On Second Thought GPB
September 8, 2016, 9am.

Georgia Tech researchers are trying to put a dent in schizophrenia's effect on the brain. Two 
biomedical engineers there have developed a tool to simulate the brain's reaction to schizophrenia. 
About one percent of Americans live with the condition, which means it's not as common as 
depression. Still, it’s more common in movies and TV shows. So for some of us, what we know about 
the disorder mostly comes from the silver screen. For our series “Break It Down,” host Celeste 
Headlee looked at the actual meaning of schizophrenia with help from Emory University professor 
Robert Cotes. 

4. Education

On Second Thought GPB
July 29, 2016, 9am.

Today’s program focused on The Georgia Department of Education’s release of its second year of 
Georgia Milestones test scores. While there were improvements, some students had trouble just 
taking the test. Host Celeste Headlee talked with The Atlanta Journal-Constitution’s Maureen 
Downey, who writes the “Get Schooled” blog, on what the results show and whether the tests are the 
best way to measure how well students are learning.

On Second Thought GPB
September 1, 2016, 9am.

The U.S. Department of Justice sued Georgia last week for allegedly segregating and mistreating 
thousands of public school students who are enrolled in a statewide program called GNETS. The 
program serves students with behavior-related disabilities. Today we revisited our conversation about 
the GNETS program with journalist Marian Wang and parent Natasha Hall, whose son is in the 
program. 

Then, a new report says Georgia’s HOPE Scholarship program will run out of money by 2028 – the 
year today’s pre-K students will start college. Nearly two million students have received HOPE since 
the program began in 1993, and 98 percent of the freshman class at UGA will be getting either HOPE 
or Zell Miller scholarships. Host Celeste Headlee talked with Nancy Badertscher, who authored the 
report “Georgia’s HOPE Scholarship: A victim of its own success?” about the effect this will have on 
students and the state.  And, Mercer University President Bill Underwood told students last week that 
the role of the university is not “to shield you from ideas and opinions that you find disagreeable or 
even that you find deeply offensive.” His speech comes as a national debate over “safe spaces” and 
“trigger warnings” took place on campuses across the country. Celeste Headlee spoke with him about 
what he said and whether there are limits to freedom of speech. Then, the University of Georgia 
recently created two new fellowship programs to recruit the most promising graduate students. The 
fellowships will waive tuition and provide at least $20,000 a year for research that aligns with the 
needs of Georgia's economy. But is graduate school worth the cost? We talked about the return-
investment on graduate and doctoral programs with University of Georgia Graduate School Dean 
Suzanne Barbour and Andrew Hanson, and senior analyst at Georgetown University Center on 
Education and the Workforce. 

On Second Thought GPB
August 18, 2016, 9am.
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The teacher wage gap is wider than ever, according to a new report by the Economic Policy Institute. 
The report found public school teachers earned 17 percent less than other college graduates – the 
difference was only 2 percent back in 1994. The gap is especially severe in Georgia, which has the 
eighth widest pay gap in the nation. Today, host Celeste Headlee spoke with Lawrence Mishel, the 
president of the Economic Policy Institute, about teacher salaries. 

5. Religion

On Second Thought GPB
July 15, 2016, 9am.

Earlier this week, an anti-Muslim activist in Augusta posted a video of himself armed and making 
violent threats outside of an Islamic community center in the city. That kind of hate-filled rhetoric is 
exactly what Imam Mohammed Jamal Daoud of Augusta tries to work against. Host Celeste Headlee 
talked with him about his outreach to educate the public about Islam. 

On Second Thought GPB
July 20, 2016, 9:00am.

A significant demographic change occurred in the past eight years since Barack Obama first ran for 
president in 2008. White Christians went from making up 54% of the country to comprising less than 
half. This decline is important in understanding today's political landscape, according to Robert 
Jones. Jones is the CEO of the Public Religion Research Institute and author of the new book, "The 
End of White Christian America." Host Celeste Headlee spoke with Jones about the political and 
social implications of this demographic shift.  We also talked about how the decline of white 
Christians impacts political and social policies in the South. 


