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Top 5 Issues Addressed:

1. Politics

2. Health

3. Race/Law Enforcement

4. Transportation

5. Economy

Javascript:ClickThumbnail(45)


Representative Programs That Addressed Issues:

1. Politics

Political Rewind GPB 
Every Friday afternoon from 3 to 4pm.
  
GPB political reporter Bill Nigut continued his weekly discussion series to talk about the latest issues, 
rumors, polls and speculation in politics.  Using a weekly panel of political reporters and campaign 
operatives, the panel has discussed the important U.S. Senate race between Democrat Michelle Nunn 
and Republican David Perdue as they tangled to succeed retiring Republican Senator Saxby 
Chambliss.  The Georgia Governor’s race also attracted a lot of attention as Jason Carter, the grandson 
of former President Jimmy Carter, faced incumbent Republican Nathan Deal in a race that has proven 
to be much closer than many predicted.  The program examined those races in detail prior to the 
election and digested the election results after the votes were counted.

Two-Way Street GPB
November 22, 2014, 4pm, repeated  November 23, 11:00am.

GPB’s Bill Nigut profiled former Gov. Carl Sanders who passed away that week at age 89.  Sanders 
played a key role in helping President Johnson get the Civil Rights Act of 1964 passed and took 
unpopular stands as Governor of Georgia during that era, helping lead the post-segregation new South.

All Things Considered NPR       
November 3, 2014, 4pm, repeated at 6pm

All Things Considered host Robert Siegel discussed the mid-term elections with political reporter Don 
Gonyea.  They discussed the importance of voter turnout for both of the major political parties.  Non-
presidential elections generally see the number of voters drop by 25% -- with older, white voters more 
likely to turn out.  That generally benefits Republicans.  They also discussed how Georgia’s Senatorial 
election could drag into January if Michelle Nunn can force a runoff with David Perdue as many 
predict.

2.  Health

On Second Thought GPB
December 3, 2014, 9am.

GPB’s new daily talk show, On Second Thought, discussed a new FDA requirement that mandates that 
fast food restaurants, movie concession stands and even vending machines list the calorie counts of the 
food they sell.  Is this a good idea or more government meddling?  Host Celeste Headlee discussed the 
topic with Connie Crowley, a nutritionist and health specialist with the University of Georgia 
Extension Service, Jeff Parker, a marketing professor at Georgia State University, and Pat Warner a 
Vice President with Georgia-based Waffle House restaurants.



Two-Way Street GPB
November 8, 2014, 4pm, repeated November 9 at 11am.

GPB’s Bill Nigut led a discussion on moral and ethical considerations surrounding the prevention and 
treatment of Ebola.  For example, Zmapp, a potentially life-saving Ebola drug has been in such short 
supply only a very limited number of patients can receive the drug.  Who should get it?  Who should 
not?  What factors should weigh into that decision?  Bill’s guest is Dr. Paul Wolpe, Director of the 
Center for Ethics at Emory University.

On Second Thought GPB
October 23, 2014, 9am.

Host Celeste Headlee held a fascinating discussion with Dr. Kimberly Pringle, who just returned from 
Sierra Leone as a representative of the Centers for Disease Control.  She talked about dealing with the 
Ebola crisis – saying the disease was like nothing else.  Dr. Pringle said she had one rule in dealing 
with Ebola – “touch no one.”  The disease spreads through direct human contact.

3. Race / Law Enforcement

On Second Thought GPB
November 25, 2014, 9am.

After a grand jury in Ferguson, Missouri, announced that it would not indict Officer Darren Wilson for 
the killing of teenager Michael Brown, protests took place in Atlanta and other cities around the 
country. Host Celeste Headlee talked about the situation with Atlanta Journal-Constitution reporter 
Ernie Suggs and WXIA-TV reporter Blayne Alexander, who have been reporting on the events in 
Ferguson. Celeste also spoke with Larry Stewart, an associate professor of criminal justice at Savannah 
State University.

On Second Thought GPB
November 11, 2014, 9am.

The Reverend Martin Luther King Jr. was known for his preaching, his politics, his passion. But PBS 
and public radio host Tavis Smiley believes there is more to be told. Smiley has a new book called 
“Death of a King: The Real Story of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s Final Year."  Host Celeste Headlee 
discussed the book and more with Smiley.

Political Rewind GPB
December 5, 2014, 3pm.

GPB’s Bill Nigut led a discussion on the decision by Grand Juries in Ferguson, Missouri, and Staten 
Island, New York, not to indict law enforcement officers involved in the deaths of young black males.  
Panelists included Republican advisor Eric Tanenblatt, Democratic consultant Tharon Johnson, 
columnist Jackie Gingrich Cushman and Atlanta Journal-Constitution political writer Jim Galloway.



4. Transportation

On Second Thought GPB
November 13, 2014, 9:00am.

The Atlanta Beltline's eastside trail opened years ago and people say it’s brought crowds and 
developers. Now, construction has begun on the Westside trail. At the groundbreaking, Mayor Kasim 
Reed answered critics who say the Beltline’s benefits aren’t spread equally across the city.  Host 
Celeste Headlee talked about the Beltline project with Jair Sweatman (the chairman for neighborhood 
planning unit K), and Kay Wallace (an activist and resident of the Westend neighborhood).

Two-Way Street GPB
October 25, 2014, 4pm, repeated October 26, 11am.

Host Bill Nigut discussed recent developments regarding driverless cars.  Four states have now 
licensed driverless test vehicles, Google continues to develop its driverless car, and here in Georgia, 
Georgia Tech has built and continues to refine a car that was part of the U.S. Military’s DARPA 
challenge, which encouraged universities and other institutions to build prototypes for driverless 
vehicles.  Dr. Michael Hunter, a Georgia Tech expert on traffic control and highway planning, 
discussed the challenges of driverless vehicles and the possibility that one day, Atlanta commuters 
could send their vehicle home after arriving at work!

5. Economy

On Second Thought GPB
December 10, 2014, 9am.

Host Celeste Headlee discussed “Should Georgia raise its minimum wage?”  Only three states have a 
minimum wage that’s lower than the federal standard of $7.25. Georgia is one of them. We looked at 
the economics of raising the minimum wage. Guests included Karen Bremer of the Georgia Restaurant 
Association, Tom Smith of Emory University and Sasha Tomic of Mercer University.

Two-Way Street NPR
November 29, 2014, 4pm, repeated November 30, 11am.

Host Bill Nigut devoted the entire hour to profiles of two of Georgia’s most dynamic entrepreneurs:
Clark Howard and Jeff Hillimire.  Howard built a media empire around his deep knowledge of 
consumer issues and his on-air persona of being a regular guy driven by a passion for helping 
consumers get the most for their money.  His syndicated radio program airs on more than 200 stations, 
he appears regularly as a commentator on Fox Business Channel and is the author of 10 books of 
consumer advice.  Hillimore founded a web development and digital marketing agency that quickly 
attracted some of the biggest clients, including Coca-Cola, Home Depot and UPS.  When he sold that 
company to a much-bigger marketing firm, he became a multi-millionaire before age 30.  He now is 
president of a company that builds game apps for phones and tablets.


