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Radio

Top 5 Issues Addressed:

1. Politics

2. Race and Civil Rights

3. Health

4. Education

5. Economy / Jobs
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Representative Programs That Addressed Issues:

1. Politics

Political Rewind GPB
Every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday at 2pm.

GPB’s four-times-per-week discussion of all things politics, Political Rewind, focused heavily on the 
inauguration of new Governor Brian Kemp and the start of the state Legislative session. Host Bill 
Nigut and a rotating panel of political experts, including Atlanta Journal-Constitution Political Editor 
Jim Galloway, discussed the latest campaign news, polls, rumors and speculation, as well as 
happenings in state and local political races and preparations for future races.  National political news 
was also a major focus, including the first announcements of candidates for President in the 2020 
election.

On Second Thought GPB
January 11, 2019, 9am.

Today’s program examined the effect of the ongoing partial government shutdown on Georgia. 
Earlier in the week, President Donald Trump made a prime-time appeal to fund the border wall, 
which is the sticking point. On Wednesday, he walked out of a meeting with congressional leaders. 
Democrats said Trump threw a "temper tantrum." That impasse in Washington reverberates across 
Georgia, which is home to more than 71,000 civilian employees – around four percent of the federal 
workforce, according to the Office of Personnel Management. Many, like Transportation Security 
Administration employees, are working without pay. Others, including Federal Aviation 
Administration and Food and Drug Administration inspectors, National Park Service and Internal 
Revenue Service employees are furloughed until a resolution is reached. Georgia’s nine military 
bases and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta remain open, thanks to spending 
bills passed by Congress to fund the Pentagon and Health and Human Services. Georgia farmers, 
many already awaiting federal aid for crops devastated by Hurricane Michael, along with promised 
relief funds for those who lost markets due to retaliatory tariffs, are also affected. Host Virginia 
Prescott spoke with Mark Peele, who is a cotton grower and president of the South Georgia Gin 
Company in Berrien County. The Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, which approves all 
applications for existing businesses that want to distribute new labels of booze as well as businesses 
just starting up, is also closed. We spoke with Garrett Lockhart of Atlanta Brewing Company – the 
oldest craft brewery in Georgia – about what it could cost his business.

On Second Thought GPB
February 25, 2019, 9am.

Georgia is one of five states without a hate crimes law on the books; however, legislation proposed 
last week could change that.  Sponsored by State Rep. Chuck Efstration, a Gwinnett Republican, 
House Bill 426 would introduce enhanced penalties for hate crimes if signed into law. According to 
the most recent data from the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 27 such crimes were reported in 
2017.  A similar bill didn’t make it out of committee last year, despite wide support from law 
enforcement. Host Virginia Prescott spoke with that bill's sponsor, former State Rep. Meagan 

https://www.splcenter.org/20180415/hate-crimes-explained
https://www.reporternewspapers.net/2017/12/29/state-rep-hanson-introduce-hate-crimes-legislation/
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Hanson, about why that legislation was a priority for her. Rachel Glickhouse, partner manager for 
ProPublica's Documenting Hate project, also joined the conversation. 

2. Race and Civil Rights

On Second Thought GPB
January 21, 2019, 9am.

Today’s program focused on the celebration of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday. The National 
Center for Civil and Human Rights is commemorating what would have been Dr. King’s 90th 
birthday this year with a new permanent installation and new exhibit of drafts and notes and notes 
from some of Dr. King's most enduring speeches and sermons, including "I Have A Dream." Host 
Virginia Prescott spoke with Nicole Moore who is the manager of education and museum content for 
the center. She was part of the team that worked to curate this special exhibit called "The Meaning of 
Hope: The Best of the Morehouse College Martin Luther King, Jr. Collection." The exhibit opened in 
Atlanta January 19th. Prescott also spoke with Civil rights icon Xernona Clayton was both the 
organizer of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference and a close advisor to Martin Luther King 
Jr. She discussed how King would feel about today's civil rights movements.

Nearly a decade after his death in 1968, President Jimmy Carter awarded Dr. King the posthumous 
Presidential Medal of Freedom. GPB Podcast Director Sean Powers took us back to that day at the 
White House with an audio postcard.

The program also looked at For Keeps, a shop for rare and classic black books which recently opened 
on Auburn Avenue in Atlanta. Owner Rosa Duffy talked about wanting to make the shop a 
community space to explore the history of black literature and publishing. 

On Second Thought GPB
February 19, 2019, 9am.

In 1832, playwright and performer Thomas Dartmouth Rice used theatrical make-up to create a 
supposedly black character. The character's name was Jim Crow. That name later came to represent a 
system of extra-judicial terror and racial segregation laws that ended in 1965, but a recent political 
crisis in Virginia shows dressing up in blackface did not. A poll published by "The Washington 
Post" has Virginians split over whether Gov. Ralph Northam should resign after a photo from his 
1984 Medical School yearbook surfaced. It shows a character in blackface next to a person wearing a 
Ku Klux Klan hood. Last week, a Pew Research Center poll found about 34 percent of all Americans 
say, "Dressing up in blackface is always or sometimes acceptable for a Halloween costume." More 
recently, Italian fashion house Gucci announced it will step up its diversity hiring as part of a long-
term plan to build cultural awareness at the luxury fashion company following an uproar over a 
sweater that resembled blackface. Given Georgia's difficult past with race relations, could it end up 
with its own blackface scandal? Alexis Clark has done research on the history of blackface and recent 
scandals involving public officials. The journalist and Spelman graduate spoke with On Second 
Thought host Virginia Prescott about the origins of blackface and recent controversy related to the 
topic. Clark is also author of "Enemies In Love: A German POW, a Black Nurse, and an Unlikely 
Romance."

On Second Thought GPB
March 8, 2019, 9am.

https://projects.propublica.org/graphics/hatecrimes?utm_campaign=sprout&utm_medium=social&utm_source=twitter&utm_content=1484664454
https://www.civilandhumanrights.org/
https://www.civilandhumanrights.org/
https://twitter.com/TrumpetAwardsPR
https://www.instagram.com/forkeepsbooks/
https://www.instagram.com/antylc/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Thomas_D._Rice
https://www.washingtonpost.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/02/11/about-a-third-of-americans-say-blackface-in-a-halloween-costume-is-acceptable-at-least-sometimes/
https://journalism.columbia.edu/faculty/alexis-clark
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0744R4GMX/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B0744R4GMX/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
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GPB's series, "Macon Conversations," brings together folks from different backgrounds to have 
honest conversations about race. Tonja Khabir and Katie Powers were a part of the series. Khabir is 
the executive director of the Griffith Family Foundation, which provides grants to programs in the 
Macon community. Powers is the founder of Macon Book 'Em, a nonprofit that provides books to at-
risk communities.

Khabir and Powers joined On Second Thought to discuss their experiences on the series, their 
understandings of privilege and how they have conversations about race with people in the nonprofit 
world. Khabir encouraged white people to examine their privilege and have conversations with their 
families and communities. "In order to dismantle the system [of racism], white people have to do the 
work," said Khabir. Powers also encouraged people to listen and learn from other people's 
experiences.

3. Health

On Second Thought GPB
January 8, 2019, 9am.

Tobacco use is the No. 1 preventable cause of death in the United States, and while e-cigarettes are 
marketed as tools to help smokers quit, public health advocates fear they may be getting a new 
generation hooked. Whatever the source, Georgia offers little state-funded support to help break the 
habit. A new report from top public health groups ranks the state 47th nationwide in funding 
programs that help smokers quit and prevent people from using tobacco. Host Virginia Prescott spoke 
with John Schachter, director of state communications for the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids, 
which released the report with, among other groups, the American Cancer Society, the American 
Heart Association and the American Lung Association. He told us what the state spends tobacco 
prevention and cessation programs is less than one percent of what the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention recommend. Georgia State University School of Public Health Dean Michael Eriksen, 
who previously directed the CDC's Office on Smoking and Health, also explained where the MSA 
money has gone and elaborated on the challenges of addressing what health officials call the e-
cigarette epidemic.

Suicide is the second leading cause of death among 15 to 29-year-olds in the United States. A 2018 
study from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention shows suicide rates increased by 16 
percent in Georgia between 1996 and 2016. Tech giant Facebook wants to help prevent suicide with 
artificial intelligence. This, after a string of suicides that were live-streamed on the social media 
platform in recent years. Atlanta musician and activist, Larry Harris, Jr. joined On Second Thought to 
speak about his personal experience with suicide attempts. Technology Reporter, Natasha Singer also 
joined the conversation. Singer specializes in consumer privacy for “The New York Times.”

The CDC reports that Georgia has had one of the highest flu rates in the country during this winter. 
Georgia has seen more than 400 flu-related hospitalizations since the start of flu season in September, 
according to the Georgia Department of Public Health. Andy Miller, editor of Georgia Health News, 
joined On Second Thought host Virginia Prescott to discuss flu trends in the state and how to prevent 
illness until peak flu season ends in February.

On Second Thought GPB
February 11, 2019, 9am.

Breast cancer is the second leading cause of cancer deaths among Georgia women. The good news is 
more than half of deaths linked to the disease were prevented in the U.S. over the past three decades; 
however, there's a big racial gap in Georgia. African-American women are more likely to die from 
breast cancer than non-Hispanic white women. The American Cancer Society released these findings. 
Carol DeSantis is the lead author of the study and spoke with On Second Thought host Virginia 

https://www.gpbnews.org/post/macon-conversations-tonja-khabir-and-katie-powers
https://www.griffithfamilyfoundation.com/
http://maconbookem.org/
http://www.gpbnews.org/post/report-georgia-ranks-47th-nationwide-smoking-prevention-cessation-efforts
http://www.gpbnews.org/post/georgia-suicides-facebook-aims-help-mental-health
http://www.gpbnews.org/post/cdc-reports-georgia-has-one-highest-flu-rates-country
https://www.cancer.org/search.html?q=ACS%20Report%20African%20Americans%E2%80%99%20Cancer%20Death%20Rates%20Continue%20to%20Drop,%20Reducing%20Disparities%20for%20Some%20Cancer%20Types
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Prescott about the latest statistics. Janice McKenzie-Crayton also joined the conversation. McKenzie-
Crayton is a three-time breast cancer survivor and chair of Komen Atlanta's Sisters of Promise.

On Second Thought GPB
March 11, 2019, 9am.

Data from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention show Georgia has the highest rate of new 
Human Immunodeficiency Viruses (HIV) infections proportionate to population. The problem is 
especially severe in metro Atlanta. President Trump is proposing $291 million in funding to end HIV 
transmissions in the United States by 2030. On Second Thought  wanted to know how realistic this 
goal was, so Dr. Carlos del Rio from the Emory School of Public Health joined host Virginia Prescott 
to discuss the initiative and how it affects Georgia. Dr. del Rio is the chair of the department of global 
health. He's also co-director of the Emory Center for AIDS research.

4. Education

On Second Thought GPB
January 23, 2019, 9am.

Amid the stress of college finals last semester, two Georgia Tech students died by suicide. National 
data indicate the problem is not unique to one school. Suicide is the second-leading cause of 
death among college student, and about 1 in 12 students has a suicide plan, according to the National 
College Health Assessment. Georgia Tech has been working to address mental health concerns on 
campus, allocating millions of dollars to expand resources. Third-year student Collin Spencer has 
advocated for those efforts as director the Mental Health Student Coalition. He joined On Second 
Thought host Virginia Prescott in studio for a discussion about campus culture and changes he hopes 
to see before graduating. Barry Schreier, director of the University Counseling Service at the 
University of Iowa and communications committee chair for the Association of University and 
College Counseling Center Directors, also joined the conversation. He explained the national scope of 
this problem and told us why exactly students are more stressed, depressed and anxious now than 
ever before.

On Second Thought GPB
February 18, 2019, 9am.

State lawmakers are hoping to bring changes to homeschool reporting in Georgia. This, after two 
children were found dead and buried behind their family's home in Effingham County. The body of 
14-year old Mary Crocker was discovered in December 2018. Her brother, Elwyn Crocker Jr., had 
been 14 when he had died two years prior. Both children were pulled out of public school to be 
homeschooled.  The Crocker case prompted some state legislators in the area to research issues of 
homeschooling and abuse. Georgia representative Bill Hitchens is one of those lawmakers. Hitchens 
is a Republican representing Rincon, just north of Savannah. He joined On Second Thought host 
Virginia Prescott to talk about the case. Samantha Field is a policy advocate and board member for 
The Coalition For Responsible Home Education. Field joined the conversation from NPR 
headquarters in Washington, D.C.

As President Trump continues his fight to build a southern border wall, he has used a potential 
extension of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) program to try to sway Democrats 
toward his fiscal plan.  Now, the future of that program is unclear. That political uncertainty 
permeates life at Atlanta's Freedom University. It provides college prep and leadership development 
classes for undocumented students in Georgia. On Second Thought invited Freedom University 

https://komenatlanta.org/
https://www.cdc.gov/hiv/statistics/overview/index.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/budget-fy2020.pdf
https://sph.emory.edu/faculty/profile/#!cdelrio
https://www.ajc.com/blog/get-schooled/three-student-deaths-devastate-the-georgia-tech-community/nMS4C4D4a232kTkjSKQVsK/
https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/statistics/suicide.shtml
https://www.nimh.nih.gov/health/statistics/suicide.shtml
https://www.acha.org/
https://www.acha.org/
https://www.news.gatech.edu/2018/12/13/tech-announces-plan-hire-additional-mental-health-professionals
https://www.ajc.com/blog/get-schooled/why-student-mental-health-georgia-tech-and-other-schools-worsening/nPgVz1SP7dFoElq7ye9b9J/
https://counseling.uiowa.edu/about/staff/barry-schreier/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/02/well/preventing-suicide-among-college-students.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/07/02/well/preventing-suicide-among-college-students.html
https://www.savannahnow.com/news/20190209/experts-say-homeschooling-ripe-for-abuse-law-changes-considered-after-two-effingham-children-found-buried
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bill_Hitchens
http://samanthapfield.com/about-2/


6

executive director Emiko Soltis to speak about the university and its mission. DACA recipients 
Arizbeth Sanchez and Raymond Partolan also joined the conversation.

5. Economy / Jobs

On Second Thought GPB
January 28, 2019, 9am.

Today’s program explored the effects of the recession on employment, especially with workers over 
the age of 55. Carl Van Horn, professor of public policy at Rutgers University, and Bruce Smith, 
director at the recruiting firm J-Curve, joined the conversation with host Virginia Prescott. Jenny 
Cater, who had first-hand experience with job searching at this stage of her career, also shared her 
experiences.

On Second Thought GPB
February 18, 2019, 9am.

Millions of Americans are teetering on the brink of poverty, according to a new report from 
Prosperity Now that says 40 percent of all U.S. households – and 57 percent of households of color –
 could be knocked over the edge by one unexpected medical expense, lost paycheck or job loss. That 
financial instability is mirrored in housing insecurity, and, while homelessness in Atlanta is on the 
decline, Fulton County remains by far the highest among the national benchmark counties, according 
to the Department for Housing and Urban Development. 

As a professor of social work at Georgia State University, Elizabeth Beck researches the roots of 
homelessness. Beck is co-author of "The Homelessness Industry: A Critique of U.S. Social Policy." 
She joined On Second Thought host Virginia Prescott for a discussion about the past, present and 
future of homelessness in Atlanta and America. Cathryn Marchman, executive director of Partners for 
HOME, which coordinates the City of Atlanta's continuum of care for individuals experiencing 
homelessness, joined the conversation as well.

http://fortune.com/2019/01/29/americans-liquid-asset-poor-propserity-now-report/
https://performance.fultoncountyga.gov/stat/goals/r6x8-2ipj/ccuj-axfx/t3nt-a52q
https://news.gsu.edu/2018/11/26/new-book-the-homelessness-industry-a-critique-of-us-social-policy/
https://partnersforhome.org/
https://partnersforhome.org/

