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Radio

Top 5 Issues Addressed:

1. Politics

2. Health

3. Education

4. Economy

5. Race
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Representative Programs That Addressed Issues:

1. Politics

Political Rewind GPB 
Every Friday afternoon from 3 to 4pm, starting July 11. 2014.
  
In a big election year, GPB political reporter Bill Nigut has begun a weekly discussion series to talk 
about the latest issues, rumors, polls and speculation in politics.  Using a weekly panel of political 
reporters and campaign operatives, the panel has discussed the important U.S. Senate race between 
Democrat Michelle Nunn and Republican David Perdue as they tangle to succeed retiring Republican 
Senator Saxby Chambliss.  The Georgia Governor’s race has also attracted a lot of attention as Jason 
Carter, the grandson of former President Jimmy Carter, faces incumbent Republican Nathan Deal in a 
race that has proven to be much closer than many predicted.

GPB News GPB
August 8, 2014, 6:00am, repeated at 8:00am.

GPB Anchor Bradley George reported on a new Political Action Committee which is asking both U.S. 
Senate candidates to reject anonymous donations to their campaigns.  Jim Greer, co-founder of the 
Counter PAC, says he’s particularly concerned about so-called “Super PAC’s” which can raise 
unlimited amounts from companies and individuals without naming their contributors.  Greer says he 
doesn’t think money in politics is a bad thing as long as it’s transparent.  So far, neither candidate in 
the Senate race has agreed to sign the group’s pledge rejecting such funds.

Weekend Edition NPR       
September 28, 2014, 8:00am, repeated at 10:00am

Weekend Edition host Linda Wertheimer spoke with NPR national political correspondent  Mara 
Liasson about how American air strikes against ISIS in Libya and Syrian has improved President 
Obama’s poll numbers and the implications for the upcoming mid-term elections.  With control of the 
U.S. Senate in the balance, Liasson says she believes any improvement in the President’s fortunes will 
have a positive affect on slim Democratic chances to retain Senate control.  She sees Kansas and 
Georgia as two typically-red states where a Democrat could win election.

2.  Health

GPB News GPB
September 15, 2014, 5:44pm

GPB’s Michael Caputo reported on a popular nightclub in Macon that banned smoking and which has 
stirred up debate over whether local governments and businesses should try to help the health of 
citizens.   City leaders in Macon toyed with the idea of banning smoking in certain business 
establishments, but backed off at the last minute.  Now, the owner of the Hummingbird Stage and 
Taproom believes the time is right to ban smoking at his business.  And Tim Oblegoner believes other 
similar businesses will follow suit.  Eric Bailey of the Cancer Action Network, which is affiliated with 
the American Cancer Society says local governments have to take the responsibility for banning 
cigarettes in bars and restaurants if the state won't. Without a uniform standard, Bailey said, patrons 
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and workers will always deal with two set of standards governing exposure to secondhand smoke.  A 
Macon-Bibb city official says the issue may be debated again, but he prefers a voluntary smoking ban 
rather than legislation.

All Things Considered NPR
August 21, 2014, 4 and 6pm.

NPR’s Rob Stein reported that two U.S. missionaries who caught the deadly Ebola virus in Liberia 
have been discharged from an Atlanta hospital after fully recovering. They were the first known Ebola 
patients flown to the U.S. for treatment. Both received an experimental drug called ZMapp, but it 
remains unclear what role that treatment played in their recovery.  Doctor Bruce Ribner who led the 
team that treated both of these patients repeated several times that bringing them in the first place and 
releasing them now posed absolutely no danger to the public. They tested these patients repeatedly and 
there was no evidence of the virus in their bodies. He also said that there is evidence from previous 
outbreaks in Africa that patients are no longer contagious after they've reached this point in their 
recovery.  Many Georgians had expressed concerns when the two Ebola patients were brought to 
Atlanta for treatment.

Two-Way Street GPB
July 12, 2014, 4pm.

GPB’s Bill Nigut led a discussion on how the AIDS epidemic is skyrocketing in Atlanta’s 
core. Today, thanks to new medications, HIV infections and AIDS are no longer the death sentence 
they once were. That may be the reason AIDS has fallen out of the media spotlight. But that doesn’t 
mean the virus has gone away. In Atlanta, HIV infection in some neighborhoods is skyrocketing, 
nearing the same level as some African nations.  Taking part in a discussion of the issue were: Dr. 
Patrick Sullivan, epidemiologist at Emory University who has been one of the leaders in gathering data 
revealing the widespread rates of HIV infection in Atlanta and around the country;  Nina Smith 
Bankhead, Vice President of Research and Education at AID Atlanta; and 
Alicia Philipp, President of the Community Foundation of Greater Atlanta.

3. Education

GPB News GPB
September 11, 2014, 5:44pm.

GPB’s Jeanne Bonner reported on how education has taken center stage in Georgia’s gubernatorial 
race. Gov. Nathan Deal and his Democratic opponent Jason Carter are both speaking at an upcoming 
educational forum.  Each fancies himself the education candidate. But educators are sometimes wary 
when politicians here in Georgia or in Washington wade into the debate on schools. That’s because 
they say schools – and students – often get left behind.  In some ways, it was inevitable that education 
take the spotlight this election year.  Gov. Deal made overhauling the state’s college scholarship 
program a key achievement of his first year in office. Carter, a state Senator, has led efforts to fix 
where he thought Deal’s overhaul failed. He recently picked up an endorsement from the Georgia 
Association of Educators.  Undoubtedly, how Georgians feel about education will influence the 
eventual winner of this important race.

GPB News GPB
August 25, 2014, 5pm

GPB’s Rickey Bevington reported on a proposed curriculum change which could help Georgia high 
school students get credit and fulfill requirements by learning computer coding.  Gov. Nathan Deal 
said he’s asking the State Board of Education to allow computer programming classes to satisfy 
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mandatory math, science and foreign language requirements.  Deal said business leaders told him 
there’s a demand for professionals who know how to code.  Board of Education members say they 
support the change but can’t act on it immediately.

4. Economy

Two-Way Street GPB
May 28, 2014, 4:30 and 5:30pm.

GPB’s Bill Nigut interviewed and profiled Atlanta's Power Financial Couple: Jeff Sprecher & Kelly 
Loefler, who have become the highest-profile married couple in Atlanta. He is the Atlanta businessman 
who made and won an audacious bid to buy the NY Stock Exchange. She works with him in the 
business but is also a principal owner of the WNBA’s Atlanta Dream.

GPB News GPB
August 28, 2014, 5:44pm.

GPB’s Rickey Bevington reported on an event that pumps an estimated 42-million dollars into 
Atlanta’s economy – Dragon Con.  It’s the Southeast’s largest sci-fi, fantasy, gaming and comic book 
convention.  Cliff Tunnel, a local patent attorney, has been attending Dragon Con since 2006.  He was 
originally reluctant to attend for the first time, but a friend convinced him to not only go, but also to 
dress up as a comic book character.  Since then, he has created at least twenty costumes to wear at the 
annual weekend gathering which attracts over 60,000 people.

5. Race

GPB News GPB
August 25, 2014, 5:44pm

The shooting death of an 18-year old African-American boy by a Missouri law enforcement officer 
touched off days of protests and demonstrations across the country.  GPB’s Rickey Bevington reported 
on a weekend protest in downtown Savannah, where former state representative Jesse Blackshear 
recalled the civil rights protests of the 1950’s and 60’s.  In addition, Atlanta mayor Kasim Reed 
reminded protestors that the feelings of Michael Brown’s family should be taken into account.  He said 
he hoped the investigation of the shooting would be transparent.

All Things Considered NPR
September 10, 2014, 4 and 6pm.

NPR’s Audie Cornish spoke with sports reporter and blogger Nubyjas Wilborn about the racial divide 
among sports fans, sparked by the resignation of Atlanta Hawks co-owner Bruce Levinson over a 
racially offensive email he sent.  In addition, the team’s general manager made racially-charged 
comments about a Sudanese player.  Wilborn said “there are a lot of people in Atlanta who are upset, 
because quite honestly, Bruce Levenson's e-mail basically said there aren't enough affluent African-
Americans in Atlanta to carry a season-ticket base. And I think that's malarkey to be quite frank. There 
are plenty of them. The question is do you provide an exciting enough product?”  Wilborn said the 
situation is different with the Atlanta Falcons, the city’s NFL team.  He says once the Falcons signed a 
high-profile black quarterback in Michael Vick, both white and black fans felt included in the sports 
experience.


