
1
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1st Quarter 2014

[January-February-March]

Radio

Top 5 Issues Addressed:

1. Politics

2. Health

3. Education

4. Transportation

5. Environment
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Representative Programs That Addressed Issues:

1. Politics

GPB News Local
January 6, 7, 8 and 9, 2014, 6:35am, 8:35am and 5:44pm each day.
  
For four consecutive days, GPB’s Joshua Stewart interviewed four of the leading Republican 
candidates for the U.S. Senate race to replace retiring Sen. Saxby Chambliss.  The Q-and-A’s featured 
Rep. Paul Broun, Rep. Phil Gingrey, Karen Handel and Rep. Jack Kingston.  Each candidate got to talk 
about why they deserved the nomination and what their goals would be if elected Senator from 
Georgia.

GPB News Local
February 6, 2014, 5:44pm.

GPB/Macon reporter Adam Ragusea did a feature report on the effect of last year’s Supreme Court 
ruling overturning parts of the Voting Rights Act of 1965.  The ruling struck down regulations that 
required jurisdictions with a history of discrimination at the polls (i.e. Georgia and most other states in 
the South) to get their local voting laws “pre-cleared” by the federal government.  So far, it appears the 
ruling has had its biggest effect on local elections.  Republicans in the state legislature have allegedly 
worked to change election dates to make it less likely for minorities and poor voters to turn out.  And 
challenging these changes has proven to be too costly for folks who have been affected.

2.  Health

GPB News Local
February 10, 2014, 6:06am, 7:00am, 8:00am.

GPB’s Joshua Stewart reported on efforts in the state legislature to introduce a bill that would allow a 
form of medical marijuana for Georgia children who suffer from seizures.  The kids would take 
cannabis oil that treats their symptoms without making them high.  The proposed bill is named after 
Forsyth 4-year-old Haleigh Cox, but her mom says the family won’t be waiting around to see if the bill 
passes.  The family is moving to Colorado so Haleigh can get treatment immediately.  A public hearing 
on the bill is scheduled for later this week.

GPB News Local
February 18, 2014, 5:44pm.  Repeated February 19, 2014, 7:35am.
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GPB’s Ellen Reinhardt reported on a bill that would allow the creation of smaller medical facilities in 
rural Georgia.  Since 2000, 8 rural hospitals have closed their doors, denying medical care to thousands 
of state residents.  State Sen. David Lucas of Macon is sponsoring a bill that would change the 
Certificate of Need rules which determine where certain healthcare facilities can be located in Georgia.  
His proposal would allow smaller facilities where doctors could stabilize seriously ill patients before 
sending them to larger facilities.

3. Education

GPB News Local
January 17, 2014, 6:35am and 8:35am.

GPB’s Joshua Stewart and GPB Capitol reporter Claire Simms discussed what the Governor’s 
proposal to add $547 million to the state’s education budget will mean to the state.  At least $150 
million will be needed just to pay for additional students in the state system.  The rest will help make 
up for cuts that have been made in recent years, which led to numerous teacher furloughs and cutbacks 
in the number of days of instruction for some state students.  Individual school systems will have the 
flexibility to decide how to use the additional funding.

GPB News Local
March 10, 2014, 5:44pm.

GPB’s Joshua Stewart sat down with the new President of Atlanta’s Morehouse College, Dr. John 
Silvanus Wilson.  In the interview, Dr. Wilson said he must strengthen Morehouse to help more young 
African-Americans succeed. He said that’s a continuation of the work he did in the White House as 
part of President Barack Obama’s administration, and it dovetails with the president’s recently 
announced “My Brother’s Keeper” initiative to offer more mentoring, support networks and skills to 
young black men.  “The function of a greater Morehouse, a Morehouse that is a beacon on a hill, is to 
capture the imagination of second graders, third graders, fourth graders, so that they will know that if 
they work hard, there’s a place they can go that is made especially for them,” Wilson said.  And once 
they get to campus, Wilson said that will involve figuring out ways to restore the close-knit community 
of Morehouse’s earlier days.

4. Transportation

GPB News Local
January 30, 2014, 6am, 7:30am, 8am, 4pm, 4:30pm, 5pm.

GPB’s Jeanne Bonner, Joshua Stewart and Ellen Reinhardt reported on the transportation problems 
caused by two inches of snow falling on metro Atlanta.  Gridlocked traffic caused hundreds of 
motorists to abandon cars and attempt to walk home.  Thousands of children were trapped at schools 
overnight with no way to get home.  And Gov. Nathan Deal admits the state may not have been as 
prepared as it should have been to handle the weather.  “The memory of being stuck in traffic will stay 
with people until November,” said DuBose Porter, chairman of the Democratic Party of Georgia. In an 
interview Wednesday, Porter took issue with everything from how workers were let out of their offices 
to Georgia’s lack of public transportation to the use of the National Guard.  “They were caught with 
their britches down,” he said. “We knew the storm was coming and obviously the state wasn’t 
prepared. We’re talking about two inches of snow and this is how we react.”



4

GPB News Local
March 28, 2014, 4pm, 5pm, 5:30pm. 

GPB’s Ellen Reinhardt spoke with Gordy Wright with the Georgia Department of Transportation about 
possible issues traveling on I-75 in Georgia this coming weekend.  Georgia is joining forces with five 
other states for what they’re calling the “I-75 Challenge.”  With heavy traffic expected from students 
and others traveling South from Michigan to Florida for Spring Break, Georgia State Patrol officers 
will be making additional efforts to catch impaired drivers to help cut down the number of traffic 
fatalities.  

5. Environment

GPB News Local
February 6, 2014, 5:30pm.  Repeated February 7, 2014, 6:06 and 7:30am.

GPB’s Jeanne Bonner reported on a proposed new law that would limit the ability of some farmers to 
access water near their property.  The bill would allow the director of the state Environmental 
Protection Division, in extreme drought conditions, to bar permit holders from accessing water that 
comes from additional flows of the Flint River and any of its tributaries in southwest Georgia.  The 
Flint flows from Peachtree City and runs 200 miles south to Bainbridge.  Supporters say the law would 
protect the environment and help quickly resolve disputes over water without a court fight, but 
opponents say the bill is government overreach and affects private property rights.

GPB News Local

February 24, 2014, 4:30pm and 6:00pm.  Repeated February 25, 2014, 6:06am and 8:00am.

GPB’s Ellen Reinhardt reported that an historic black church in Macon will face the wrecking ball 
after planning officials approved a demolition permit for Tremont Temple Missionary Baptist Church.  
The congregation no longer worships there and want to sell it to a Dunkin Donuts developer.  
However, the Historic Macon Foundation offered to buy the building instead and preserve it.  The 
congregation turned down that offer.  By a slim margin, the Planning Commission voted to allow the 
property’s sale to the commercial developer who plans to demolish the old church which served as a 
center for organization during Macon’s Civil Rights movement.


