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Top 5 Issues Addressed:

1. Economy / Unemployment

2. Politics

3. Education

4. Environment

5. Transportation



Representative Programs That Addressed Issues:

1.  Economy / Unemployment

GPB News Local
January 17, 2012, 6, 7, 7:30 and 8:30am

GPB Capitol Reporter Jeanne Bonner reported that Gov. Nathan Deal decided to use zero-based 
budgeting for ten percent of state programs for the first time.  Zero-based budgeting boosters say it 
roots out government waste because it doesn’t automatically renew program funding from the previous 
year.  The state last used zero-based budgeting in the 1970’s but discontinued the procedure because of 
the amount of data generated in the budgeting process.  Thomas Lauth, a dean at the University of 
Georgia, says using the procedure for only a fraction of state departments makes it feasible and can 
result in significant cost savings.

GPB News Local
March 13, 2012, 6, 7:30, 8 and 8:30am.

GPB’s Joshua Stewart reported Georgia companies continue to feel optimistic about their hiring, 
forecasting more growth between April and June.  A new survey from staffing firm Manpower shows 
18 percent of Georgia employers expect to hire in the coming months and 6 percent plan layoffs. Both 
numbers are an improvement over the previous quarter.  Manpower’s Rob Persiano said financial, 
telecom and manufacturing companies are showing growth, but soft spots remain.

2. Politics

GPB News Local
January 23, 2012, 7am, 8:30am, 4pm and 5pm.

GPB Capitol Reporter Jeanne Bonner reported on the legislative agenda of Georgia Democrats.  The 
group says they are drafting several bills aimed at making state government more responsive and 
transparent.  House Democrats want a commission to study tax subsidies. They also want to require 
lenders to file a court complaint and notify homeowners before foreclosing.  And they’re targeting last 
year’s immigration bill. They want to suspend E-Verify, a federal program employers use to vet 
workers’ immigration status.  A federal court has blocked parts of the law, but not the E-Verify 
provision.  Rep. Stacey Abrams, the House Minority Leader, says the law is bad economic policy.

GPB News Local
February 8, 2012, 6:30am, 7am, 8am, 4:30pm, 5:30pm and 6pm.

GPB Capitol Reporter Jeanne Bonner reported that House lawmakers have rejected a proposed change 
to the state constitution that would have given Georgia lawmakers the power to create special charter 
schools.  The amendment failed 110-62. It needed the support of two-thirds of legislators in the House 
of Representatives to pass.  The legislation from Republican Rep. Jan Jones responded to a state 
Supreme Court ruling that found a lawmaker-created commission that created about a dozen charter 
schools was unconstitutional.  The ruling did not affect charter schools approved by local school 
districts.

http://press.manpower.com/category/archives/georgia


3. Education

GPB News Local
January 6, 2012, 6:30am and 8am.

GPB’s Orlando Montoya reported State University System Chancellor Hank Huckaby wants to merge 
eight state college campuses into four to save money.  His proposal would consolidate the following 
campus pairs:  Waycross College and South Georgia College in Douglas; Augusta State College and 
Georgia Health Sciences University in Augusta; Middle Georgia College in Cochran and Macon State 
College; and Gainesville College and North Georgia College and State University in Dahlonega.  The 
physical campuses would remain, but faculty and staff could be cut and students could have to study in 
new, possibly farther-off locations.  Distance learning over the Internet would be encouraged.

GPB News Local
November 7, 2011, 5 and 6.  Repeated November 8, 2011, 6:30, 7 and 8am.

GPB’s Josephine Bennett reported that Mercer University is opening a new medical school campus. 
Mercer already has medical schools in Macon and Savannah. The third site will be in Columbus.  
Twenty-four Mercer students will begin clinical rotations this summer at St. Francis Hospital and the 
Medical Center in Columbus. Recruitment of faculty is already underway.  Macon-based Mercer limits 
medical school applications to Georgia residents in order to address a growing shortage of doctors, 
particularly in rural parts of the state. Dr. William Bina is the Dean of Mercer’s Medical School.

4. Environment

GPB News Local
January 23, 2012, 6am, 7am, 8am, 8:30am.

GPB’s Orlando Montoya reported State environmental regulators are proposing stricter limits and 
more monitoring for a Screven County textile factory being sued over last year's massive fish kill in 
the Ogeechee River.  The Environmental Protection Division is seeking public comment on a draft 
permit for King America Finishing.  The permit would allow the company to discharge chemicals such 
as and formaldehyde into the river.  But EPD Assistant Director Jim Ussery says, there are new 
proposals that make the draft permit different from the existing one.  "They have to certify annually 
that they have not changed their process at all," Ussery says. "So this will be one of the the tightest 
permits in the state, probably the tightest permit in the state."

GPB News Local
December 20, 2011, 4:30 and 5:30pm.  Repeated December 21, 2011, 6:30, 7 and 8am. 

GPB’s Sasha Horne reported the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission approved the final construction 
permit for work to begin building two new nuclear reactors at Plant Vogtle in Waynesboro.  The 
commission voted 4 to 1 to issue the building permits. The lone dissenting vote came from the NRC’s 
chairperson citing safety concerns stemming from the 2011 Fukushima disaster in Japan.  Anti-nuclear 
groups have filed a lawsuit challenging Vogtle over concerns that its design is too similar to the ones 
damaged at Fukushima.  At a news conference in Atlanta, the CEO of Southern Company Tom 
Fanning addressed those concerns.  “We are some 130 miles from the coast line, we are 220 feet above 
sea level, we are not in a seismic sensitive area, and as I said before, the technology that we are putting 

http://www.gpb.org/news/2012/02/09/groups-plan-to-sue-over-nuclear-vote
http://www.gpb.org/news/2012/02/09/groups-plan-to-sue-over-nuclear-vote


into place is the newest safety technology in the nuclear industry today,” Fanning said.  The Vogtle site 
is about 30 miles south of Augusta. According to a study by the University of West Georgia, the $14 
billion project is expected to generate more than 200,000 jobs across the region. Most of them will be 
in construction. The new units could be operational as early as 2016.

5. Transportation

GPB News Local
March 5, 2012, 6am, 7:30am.

GPB’s Joshua Stewart reported it looks like the end of the road for a proposed highway from Savannah 
to Knoxville. Few viable routes and a lack of interest could be the end of the idea.  A newly released 
feasibility study from the Federal Highway Administration identified four possible routes for the 3rd 
Infantry Division Highway, which is commonly called Interstate 3.  Officials rejected two of those and 
the northern portion of a third because they traveled through protected areas and difficult mountainous 
terrain. The remaining options would cost between $700 million and $6 billion to construct.  “I don’t 
think we’ll give up on watching it and monitoring it for however long it takes, but I think it ultimately 
is not going to be built,” said Terry Miller, chairman of grassroots organization WaysSouth, which has 
been fighting the highway.  The report said neither Georgia’s nor Tennessee’s transportation  
departments have shown much interest in the project.  Miller said the money for the new highway 
could be better spent.

GPB News Local
February 13, 2012, 5pm.  Repeated February 14, 2012, 6:30am, 7:30am, and 8:30am.

GPB’s Susan Kemp and Orlando Montoya reported that Amtrak officials say more Georgians got on 
and off their trains last year than any year before.  Amtrak's Georgia ridership broke 200,000 
passengers for the first time in 2011. Georgia Association for Railroad Passengers President Steve 
Vogel says, all five Georgia stations are posting increases.  "We're seeing them at every stop," Vogel 
says. "Jesup, for instance, down near Savannah had a 13% increase, which was rather significant. The 
two trains that run through Atlanta, pretty much running at capacity, still managed to squeeze out a 2% 
increase."  This comes as Amtrak expects major cuts in federal funding.  Vogel says, the cuts don't 
match the demand.  "It is sort of ironic. People obviously want to ride trains or the ridership wouldn't 
continue to increase," Vogel says. "But it's something that apparently is very visible by itself and 
makes a convenient target for budget cutters."

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/section_1927/3rd_infantry_highway/report_to_congress/
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/planning/section_1927/3rd_infantry_highway/report_to_congress/
http://www.wayssouth.org/about/

