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Representative Programs That Addressed Issues:

1. Politics

Political Rewind GPB
Every Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday at 2pm.

GPB’s four-times-per-week discussion of all things politics, Political Rewind, focused heavily on the 
administration of new Governor Brian Kemp and the wrap-up of the state Legislative session. Host Bill 
Nigut and a rotating panel of political experts, including Atlanta Journal-Constitution Political Editor 
Jim Galloway, discussed the latest campaign news, polls, rumors and speculation, as well as 
happenings in state and local political races and preparations for future races.  Georgia’s passage of a 
“heartbeat” bill that effectively ends abortions in the state was a major topic, including how it might 
affect the increasingly-important film industry in the state. National political news was also a major 
focus, including the continuing announcements of candidates for President in the 2020 election.

On Second Thought GPB
April 17, 2019, 9am.

As peak tornado season bears down on the Southeast, On Second Thought looked at who gets aid 
after disasters. A recent NPR investigation found federal emergency money has been a political 
football for both parties. Research from Carnegie Mellon and other sources shows how much people 
affected by disasters get can depend on how their districts vote. Host Virginia Prescott spoke with 
Robert Benincasa, a producer for NPR Investigations. He researched and reported on the thousands of 
disaster buyouts Federal Emergency Management Agency or FEMA didn't want people to see.

The bigger picture here is that disasters are getting more common and there's more opportunities for 
people to apply for aid. So, we looked at a particular aid program called the buyout program. It's 
where the government steps in and buys a property like a house so that it never experiences another 
disaster again [or] another insurance claim [and] no one there will ever be in harm's way again. The 
government comes in and pays the homeowner or the property owner the market value of that house 
prior to the disaster. And so, we asked FEMA for the database of these properties that they refused, 
and NPR sued FEMA and got the database of properties after a federal lawsuit.

We found that most of the buyouts happened in zip codes or neighborhoods where the population was 
more than 85% white and not Hispanic. Now, this is out of step with the national population, which is 
62% white and not Hispanic. So, this, to us, sort of mirrored the existing inequities in the economy 
along racial lines. White households are more likely to own a home in the first place. They're more 
likely to have positive equity in that home, which is important. If you want to take advantage of a 
buyout, you must be able to financially survive that process so that when you get the money from the 
buyout you can pay off your mortgage on the house and move on. So, what we saw this as [was] 
mirroring those inequities across households on racial lines in the country.

     On Second Thought GPB
April 30, 2019, 9am.

Following a recent visit to the border with Mexico, President Donald Trump said the United States is 
"full." "Can't take you anymore," Trump said. "I'm sorry. Can't happen, so turn around. That's the way 
it is." Fact checkers were quick to counter that declaration. They cited an aging and shrinking 
workforce, as well as America's slowing population growth, which is now at its lowest level since 
1937. And cities like Atlanta and Macon are nowhere near capacity, according to Tim Keane and Josh 
Rogers. 

https://www.npr.org/2019/03/05/696995788/search-the-thousands-of-disaster-buyouts-fema-didnt-want-you-to-see
https://www.npr.org/people/139680683/robert-benincasa
http://twitter.com/realDonaldTrump/status/1115057524770844672
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YEEceSbQ3pQ
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/04/09/upshot/trump-america-full-or-emptying.html


Keane, who is commissioner of city planning for the city of Atlanta, told On Second Thought host 
Virginia Prescott his aim is to increase Atlanta's population from 485,000 to 1.2 million over the next 
"generation of growth." "The city's way closer to empty than full," Keane said. "Cities are better with 
more people, and the problems that we face that are the most difficult problems – let's mention 
mobility and affordability for instance – are easier to address with more people." 

Rogers, who is president and CEO of the public-private partnership NewTown Macon, is also 
working to reverse decades of suburbanization and population decline in middle Georgia. "Density 
solves almost every other problem," Rogers said. "That's certainly how we're designing ourselves 
now – is to be enticing for a walkable neighborhood and a high quality of life in a dense, downtown 
area."

We also spoke with Sonia Hirt, dean of the College of Environment and Design at the University of 
Georgia. Hirt joined On Second Thought to explain the cultural attitudes that inform the president and 
other Americans' perception that the U.S. as "full," despite the country's relative low population 
density. "For a very long time, the American promise ... was somewhat inherently related to the idea 
of space – that the individual family would have more space than they could have in other countries," 
Hirt told On Second Thought. "American metropolitan areas are of lower density than those anywhere 
else in the industrialized world.

       2. Health

On Second Thought GPB
April 22, 2019, 9am.

From waiting rooms across the country to the floor of the U.S. Capitol, healthcare is one of the 
biggest issues for American voters. One of the main challenges in Georgia is access to doctors and 
pharmacies alike, especially in rural parts of the state. And then there's cost of care. According to the 
Commonwealth Fund, a quarter of Americans report not filling prescriptions they cannot afford.

Some individuals, organizations and policy makers aim to improve healthcare equity, access and 
affordability. On today’s show, On Second Thought explored some innovative solutions, starting with 
a nonprofit that distributes surplus prescription drugs to low-income people. Kiah Williams and 
Adam Kircher are two of the co-founders of SIRUM, which also operates the Georgia-based Good 
Pill Pharmacy. They joined On Second Thought host Virginia Prescott to talk about their work.

On Second Thought GPB
April 25, 2019, 9am.

According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, there have been more than 200,000 
opioid-related deaths in the United States over the last two decades. Georgia has some of the 
nation's hardest-hit counties. White users have largely been the face of the epidemic, but the problem 
affects every demographic.  What does the expansion of availability — both in pharmacies and the 
street — mean for addressing the problem? And how does addiction and treatment look different for 
minority communities? Don Tyus is director of the Substance Use Treatment and Prevention Division 
at Morehouse School of Medicine’s Southeast Addiction Technology Transfer Center. She joined 
host Virginia Prescott to discuss the epidemic and its impact on minority communities. Sam 
Snodgrass, a recovered opioid addict who is now an addiction counselor, also joined the conversation.

On Second Thought GPB
May 10, 2019, 9am.

Healthcare costs make up almost a fifth of spending in the U.S. economy, and they’re the number one 
cause of personal bankruptcies. It’s well known that doctor’s visits and medical procedures are 
expensive, but it turns out they can be especially pricey in some parts of Georgia. Reporting 

https://www.atlantaga.gov/government/departments/city-planning
http://www.newtownmacon.com/
https://ced.uga.edu/directory/faculty_profiles/hirt_sonia/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/wonk/wp/2016/01/20/americas-emptiest-places-42-of-the-land-1-of-the-people/?utm_term=.57fd8a74810a
https://www.sirum.org/
https://www.goodpill.org/
https://www.goodpill.org/
https://www.gpbnews.org/post/georgia-gets-103-million-combat-opioid-crisis


from Georgia Health News shows the state has higher medical costs than most others, and metro 
Atlanta is pricier than most other cities.  Though insurance helps, the office of Georgia Insurance 
Commissioner Jim Beck says it has deemed valid dozens of complaints for denied coverage and other 
grievances.  Georgia Health News editor Andy Miller delved into the price tags with On Second 
Thought host Virginia Prescott. For instance, for an echo-cardiogram routine heart test, Atlanta 
stacked up 15th among 50 states in terms of the average price. It’s somewhere around $290. And 
there's tremendous difference if you can get a rabies vaccine through a public health department. It 
can be a lot lower than what you could get at an emergency room. But patients often are told, “Look 
you need to go to the emergency room.” And those prices can be extremely high [and] well over 
$10,000. Miller also said there are a number of reasons why Atlanta healthcare prices are above 
average. One, is “the hospital market has really consolidated and these big hospital systems, through 
these consolidations... that these mergers gain a lot of power in terms of their negotiations with health 
insurers. And they'll tell a health insurer, “Look you need us in our network. You're going to have to 
meet our price.” I think that's one thing going on. Another thing is there are certain hospitals that 
every insurer wants in their network because they have this great reputation among consumers and 
consumers won't pick a network without that hospital. So, I think that's going on as well.”

On Second Thought GPB
May 10, 2019, 9am.

Earlier this month, The Atlanta Journal-Constitution reported that 17,000 poor, elderly or disabled 
Georgians had lost their Medicaid benefits. The Georgia Department of Community Health said their 
accounts were terminated for not responding to renewal notices. Now, the AJC reports state officials 
have revealed the full number of people slated to lose Medicaid is closer to 30,000. Approximately 2 
million Georgians receive Medicaid benefits. Many of the 17,000 already dropped – and their lawyers 
say they never received those notices. Now they're fighting to get their benefits back. Host Virginia 
Prescott spoke with reporter Ariel Hart, who broke the story for the AJC. Alisa Haber, a staff attorney 
at the Georgia Senior Legal Hotline, also joined the conversation. She assists seniors all over the state 
in applying for and renewing their Medicaid benefits.

3. Race and Civil Rights

On Second Thought GPB
April 24, 2019, 9am.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., Chadwick Boseman, Oprah Winfrey and Spike Lee are all graduates of 
historically black colleges and universities. For more than a century, HBCUs provided the foundation 
for countless dynamic and influential leaders. Now, some academic finance experts predict that a 
quarter of those schools could be gone within 20 years. There are nine HBCUs in Georgia. Morris 
Brown College could make that number increase if they're successful regaining accreditation. They're 
seeking accreditation nearly a decade after losing it due to a financial mismanagement scandal. On 
Second Thought invited race and culture reporter Ernie Suggs to talk about the background and 
threats HBCUs face. Suggs collaborated with education reporter Eric Sturgis on an Atlanta Journal-
Constitution series about the health of HBCUs. They also launched a podcast called HBCU Journeys. 

Meanwhile, town and gown tensions are high at the University of Georgia as the end of the school 
year nears. Amid national conversations about the historical role of U.S. colleges and universities in 
slavery, community leaders and a group of faculty are calling on UGA to do more to address its own 
slave past. But in a letter to the editor of UGA's student newspaper, The Red & Black, UGA president 
Jere Morehead said the university had "carefully considered all aspects" of a memorial constructed in 
2018 to recognize and honor the legacy of individuals who were enslaved in Athens during the 19th 
century. On Second Thought host Virginia Prescott spoke about the situation with Red & Black city 
news editor Sofi Gratas, who's been covering the story. We also heard from University of Alabama 
professor Hilary Green, who has studied and leads tours about the legacy of slavery at her university 
– possibly the first in the country to acknowledge and apologize for its role in slavery in 2004.

https://www.georgiahealthnews.com/2019/05/verma-atlanta-talks-tv-drug-prices-rural-health-georgia-waivers/
https://www.georgiahealthnews.com/2019/05/atlanta-health-care-prices-high-end-national-report/
https://www.georgiahealthnews.com/2019/05/atlanta-health-care-prices-high-end-national-report/
https://www.georgiahealthnews.com/2019/04/state-finds-valid-complaints-health-insurers/
https://www.georgiahealthnews.com/2019/04/state-finds-valid-complaints-health-insurers/
https://www.ajc.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/exclusive-georgia-cutting-off-medicaid-for-000-patients/BVkxukL3aenklu1FZN93VJ/
https://www.ajc.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/exclusive-georgia-cutting-off-medicaid-for-000-patients/BVkxukL3aenklu1FZN93VJ/
https://www.ajc.com/news/state--regional-govt--politics/000-more-georgians-could-lose-medicaid-benefits/BIkckqMu4qfWkqDtXcLcLP/
https://www.ajc.com/news/local-education/morris-brown-college-seek-accreditation/mHUWzdYJ0r2nAOA7BeXWuM/
https://www.ajc.com/staff/ernie-suggs/
https://www.ajc.com/news/eric-stirgus/u84u2PkcxCOBAQR1Bvx9SP/
https://www.ajc.com/news/listen-the-hbcu-journeys-podcast/DkfIJZbam9jE8bpLT6J2iI/
https://www.redandblack.com/uganews/community-organizers-ask-uga-to-address-history-of-slavery-in/article_1fadba16-5bb2-11e9-a571-e34c2096c2c7.html
https://www.redandblack.com/uganews/community-organizers-ask-uga-to-address-history-of-slavery-in/article_1fadba16-5bb2-11e9-a571-e34c2096c2c7.html
https://www.redandblack.com/opinion/letter-to-the-editor-uga-s-president-morehead-defends-university/article_b7071748-5c81-11e9-8680-5bcc316bd8ca.html
https://www.redandblack.com/uganews/uga-franklin-college-committee-alleges-intimidation-of-faculty-regarding-baldwin/article_3e89d816-657b-11e9-8ea3-e72fe7a7b8b1.html
http://hgreen.people.ua.edu/
http://hgreen.people.ua.edu/walking-tours.html
http://www.nbcnews.com/id/4759657/ns/us_news-life/t/university-alabama-apologizes-slave-past/#.XMCo4-hKiUl


On Second Thought GPB
April 2, 2019, 9am.

Airbnb has faced various lawsuits and allegations that guests and hosts of color are less likely to 
successfully book a reservation. A Harvard Business School study in 2016 looked into those claims. 
The study found that people with African American-sounding names were 16% less likely to be 
accepted as Airbnb guests. The NAACP is partnering with Airbnb to prevent user bias on the home 
rental platform. The organization also wants to promote Airbnb as an economic opportunity in 
communities of color in Atlanta. GPB reporter Ross Terrell followed the story and joined On Second 
Thought host Virginia Prescott to discuss the partnership.

On Second Thought GPB
June 10, 2019, 9am.

In 1965 the Rev. James Reeb was attacked and savagely beaten on the streets of Selma, Alabama. 
Days later, Reeb died of head injuries in a Birmingham hospital. Three white men were tried for the 
murder of the white Unitarian minister from Boston. All were ultimately acquitted, and no one was 
ever convicted. More than 50 years later, Alabama journalists Andrew Beck Grace and Chip Brantley 
returned to that cold case. The details they discovered, about the murder and how the South 
remembers its history, are the subject of NPR's new podcast, White Lies. Grace and Brantley 
joined On Second Thought host Virginia Prescott from WBHM in Birmingham to discuss the case 
and the podcast.

4. Education

On Second Thought GPB
April 9, 2019, 9am.

The University of Tennessee is making a big promise: Starting in 2020, the system will offer free 
tuition to qualifying low-income students enrolling at its Knoxville, Chattanooga and Martin 
campuses. The program, called UT Promise, is the first of its kind among public universities in the 
South. UT Interim President Randy Boyd, a first-generation college graduate himself, is the architect 
of the program. Boyd joined On Second Thought from WUOT in Knoxville to explain why Tennessee 
is making this promise, how the university will fund it and how other Southern states could follow 
suit. He told host Virginia Prescott, "I think our biggest challenge in our state is our culture: a culture 
of low expectations," Boyd says. "That culture assumes by many parents that ... they could never 
afford to send their children to school. We're hopeful that we can begin to let them know that if your 
child will work hard academically to earn the right to come in, money won't be a barrier."

On Second Thought GPB
May 21, 2019, 9am.

Georgia’s high school graduation rate has increased over the past several years. For the third year in a 
row, the state’s graduation rate is above 80%. That’s according to the Georgia Department of 
Education. On Second Thought host Virginia Prescott spoke with two Atlanta mentors. Next 
Generation Men and Women executive director Phil Olaleye gave us some insight about his youth 
program. Next Generation Men and Women is an education nonprofit focused exclusively on helping 
students in Title I high schools in Atlanta. The nonprofit will receive a grant from Ambitous X as part 
of the "Ambitious Ideas Challenge." Ambitious X will also give grants to nine other organizations 
that are dedicated to transforming Atlanta neighborhoods. Kimberlin Bolton also joined the 
conversation. Bolton is the operations director at re:imagine ATL. The program connects students 
with resources and mentorship to amplify their voices in media.

https://www.newyorker.com/business/currency/how-airbnb-makes-it-hard-to-sue-for-discrimination
http://www.benedelman.org/publications/airbnb-guest-discrimination-2016-09-16.pdf
http://nymag.com/intelligencer/2016/06/competing-startups-with-the-same-name-want-to-fix-airbnbs-race-problem.html
http://nymag.com/intelligencer/2016/06/competing-startups-with-the-same-name-want-to-fix-airbnbs-race-problem.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/08/us/airbnb-black-women-police.html
https://www.npr.org/2019/04/30/718647599/the-murder-of-the-rev-james-reeb
https://apps.npr.org/white-lies/
https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/education/2019/03/14/university-of-tennessee-launching-free-college-tuition-program/3139831002/
https://www.tennessean.com/story/news/education/2019/03/14/university-of-tennessee-launching-free-college-tuition-program/3139831002/
https://news.tennessee.edu/2019/03/14/ut-promise-scholarship/
https://president.tennessee.edu/biography/randy-boyd/
http://www.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-and-Policy/communications/Pages/PressReleaseDetails.aspx?PressView=default&pid=644
http://www.gadoe.org/External-Affairs-and-Policy/communications/Pages/PressReleaseDetails.aspx?PressView=default&pid=644
https://www.nextgenatl.org/
https://www.nextgenatl.org/
http://ambitiousx.org/
http://www.reimagineatl.com/


5. Economy / Jobs

On Second Thought GPB
April 15, 2019, 9am.

It's Tax Day, and unless you got an extension, you have until midnight to get all your tax forms filled 
out and filed. And then hope that you don't get audited. But if you live in the South, your chances of 
being audited are apparently greater. ProPublica published a map showing where the highest rates of 
IRS audits happen, and that distinction belongs to southern rural areas. That's because of concerted 
efforts by the IRS to audit recipients of the Earned Income Tax Credit, one of the country's largest 
anti-poverty programs. Paul Kiel covers business, the IRS and taxes for ProPublica. He joined On 
Second Thought host Virginia Prescott from NPR in New York to explain the effects of these audits.

On Second Thought GPB
June 17, 2019, 9am.

Organizers and city leaders are still puzzling out why a job fair at the Anderson Conference Center in 
Macon recently saw an unexpectedly large turnout. More than 3,500 job hunters stood in a line a mile 
long, and some continued to wait hours after the fair technically closed.  This all happened amidst 
reports of low unemployment rates for the county and state.

Employers such as Amazon proved a huge draw, and the size of the crowd came as a surprise not 
only for the job hunters but also the officials running the event. 

Stephen Adams is executive director of the Macon-Bibb County Industrial Authority, the entity 
charged with attracting new businesses and employers to the county. He joined On Second 
Thought host Virginia Prescott to talk work opportunities in Macon and how the infrastructure of the 
county is ready for new industry. On Second Thought also spoke with Alex Camardelle of 
the Georgia Budget & Policy Institute. The GBPI is dedicated to nonprofit, nonpartisan research and 
analysis. Camardelle explained how measuring unemployment might not paint an accurate economic 
picture — and how that misinterpretation can adversely affect policy decisions.

On Second Thought GPB
June 18, 2019, 9am.

Augusta’s economy is booming bigtime.  The metro area’s GDP has increased more than $1.5 billion 
since 2015.  It’s outpacing national growth and on track to eclipse the statewide rate. That good news 
follows decades of struggle.  Sea Stachura has been reporting on the turnaround for GPB.  She 
told On Second Thought host Virginia Prescott the growth is tied to the city’s emerging cyber security 
field.  Sea elaborated on her reporting about the Georgia Cyber Center in Augusta.  She talked about 
how Augusta landed the lucrative facility and what it's meant for the city.

https://projects.propublica.org/graphics/eitc-audit
http://www.gpbnews.org/post/macon-mile-long-line-jobs?fbclid=IwAR1eSnglN3dAfJ8dL_sD2ZTJ2JnK2vwvrpXC6kZBbAOzqoyGBvSxYLWnqko
http://www.gpbnews.org/post/macon-mile-long-line-jobs?fbclid=IwAR1eSnglN3dAfJ8dL_sD2ZTJ2JnK2vwvrpXC6kZBbAOzqoyGBvSxYLWnqko
https://mbcia.com/
https://gbpi.org/
http://www.seastachura.com/about-me/
https://www.gpbnews.org/post/cyber-boom-driving-downtown-augusta-growth
https://cybercenter.georgia.gov/

