
WRAT and WJRZ-HD2 QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT, 1st QUARTER, 2021

The following is the Quarterly Issues Report for WRAT-FM for the 1st quarter of 
2021. The report includes a synopsis of all programs of importance that aired 
between 1/1/21 and 3/31/21

WRAT has identified the following issues of importance to its community of 
listeners:

Addiction:  A discussion of drug addiction in these times of COVID and the opioid 
crisis and what possible local efforts could be underway to help those in need.  

Black History Month:  A discussion of current and historical issues specifically 
highlighting the African American community

Charities and charitable giving:  Informing the local community on the issue of 
potential donation recipients of both time and finances for various local causes.   

Domestic Violence:  Violence between partners in the home is rising during the 
COVID pandemic.  Guests speak to the issue.

Education:  Child and adult issues having to do with learning and teaching.

Environment:  Issues surrounding the water and air quality of our local and world 
ecosystem for various reasons including recreation and its connection to the local 
economy

Family issues:  Topics dealing with creating successful, nurturing families in our 
listening area including housing, education, and more

Health and Well Being:  Discussions about the health and wellbeing of the various 
local population groups.

Homelessness:  A growing homeless community in Monmouth and Ocean 
counties puts a strain on local resources.

Law Enforcement:  Legal issues including historical legal cases and current 
criminal enforcement issues.



Local Business:  A discussion of how the local economy runs and what is being 
done to support local jobs, employment, and earnings.

Mental Health:  Keeping an eye and an ear on mental wellbeing and techniques 
and advice for locals to maintain positive life choices.

Personal Finance:  Planning for the future always involves finances for our local 
area.

Science:  Development in science can affect daily life, but how?

Women’s Issues:  News and information specifically geared for women

PUBLIC INTEREST PROGRAMMING ON WRAT

Viewpoints:  airs Sundays, 6:15-6:45AM.  A weekly magazine style program that 
addresses a wide variety of issues of concern to our listening audience. Length: 
30:00

She’s Got Issues:  airs Sundays, 7:15-7:45am.  A locally produced weekly magazine 
style program that addresses a wide variety of issues of concern to our listening 
audience.  Length:  varies due to content

WRAT Morning Rat Race:  Daily news broadcast at 6:20am covering current 
events and related discussion.  Local, national, and world events are covered in 
depth.  Runs 10 minutes per day, Monday through Friday.  Periodic interviews 
with state and local officials to discuss topics of local interest.

Beasley Media News Minute:  airs twice per day, Monday thru Friday, covering 
issues of local New Jersey interest.

Below is a sample of how WRAT’s programming addressed the issues listed:

Issue:  Homelessness DATE:  1/3/2021

Time:  7:15 to 7:39 Length:  25 of 27 minutes

GUEST: Geralyn Drury 



SYNOPSIS: Geralyn Drury is the Executive Director for Open Door of Freehold. 
Open Door is a non profit organization interfaith agency that provides emergency 
food, funding and mentoring to those in need. The mission of Open Door is to 
seek and aid all residents of NJ who are in need in order to achieve their goals of 
self sufficiency. 

Issue:  Mental Health DATE:  1/3/2021

Time:  6:15 to 6:25 Length:  10 of 30 minutes

Guests: Scott Lilienfeld, Professor of Psychology, Emory University, Atlanta, 
Georgia; James Fallon, neuroscientist at University of California-Irvine, author of 
The Psychopath Inside: A Neuroscientist’s Personal Journey Into the Dark Side of 
the Brain.

Synopsis: Who do you think of when you read or hear the word, psychopath? 
Rarely does anyone think of the mild-mannered neuroscientist next door. We 
speak to two experts about what the term actually means in the medical world, 
how it’s tested for in various people and why many people who have 
psychopathic tendencies are able to function in a non-violent, productive manner.

Issue:  Science DATE:  1/3/2021

Time:  6:26 to 6:34 Length:  8 of 30 minutes

Guests: Janna Levin, professor, physics, astronomy, Barnard College of Columbia 
University, author, Black Hole Survival Guide.

Synopsis: Black holes have always intrigued and captured the imagination of 
millions since they were first theorized and coined by German physicist Karl 
Schwarzschild in 1916. For decades, scientists have worked to learn more about 
these mysterious objects in space. However, even today, there’s still much we 
have yet to learn.



Issue:  Law Enforcement DATE:  1/10/2021

Time:  6:15 to 6:26 Length:  11 of 30 minutes

Guests: Lois Gibson, forensic artist.

Synopsis: You’ve probably seen a black and white portrait of a suspect displayed 
online, broadcasted on TV, or even printed in a newspaper back in the day. But 
how exactly does a forensic sketch artist create such a detailed and accurate 
profile based off a single, hour-long witness interview? Lois Gibson, a longtime 
police sketch artist in Houston, joins Viewpoints this week.

Issue:  Law Enforcement DATE:  1/10/2021

Time:  6:15 to 6:28 Length:  8 of 30 minutes

Guests: Dr. Carlton Larson, historian, professor, American constitutional law & 
legal history, University of California – Davis School of Law, author, On Treason: A 
Citizen’s Guide to the Law.

Synopsis: To call someone a traitor or label an act as treasonous is a big claim. But 
what exactly does treason mean? What does it entail? We speak with 
constitutional law expert, Professor Carlton Larson about its limited use in 
modern courtrooms and the public’s perception of the law versus its actual scope 
and definition.

Issue:  

Issue:  Domestic Violence DATE: 1/10/2021

Time 7:15 to 7:36 Length:  21 of 23 minutes

GUEST: Zisa Belfer



SYNOPSIS: Zisa Belfer is the Vice president of Forever Your Overwatch, a non 
profit organization who provides safety measures and training for victims of 
domestic violence and violent crimes. Both issues have been on the rise during 
the Covid pandemic. 

Issue:  Health and Well Being DATE: 1/17/2021

Time:  7:15 to 7:39 Length:  24 of 26 minutes

GUEST: Monmouth County Sheriff Shaun Golden

SYNOPSIS: Sheriff Shaun Golden is the seventy-sixth sheriff of Monmouth County. 
His job includes overseeing Law enforcement communications, Special Operations 
and Corrections. Sheriff Golden also discussed the many efforts taken to help 
residents during the Covid pandemic. 

Issue:  Local Business 1/17/2021

Time:  6:15 to 6:23 Length:  8 of 30 minutes 

Guests: Lawrence Ingrassia, former business editor, deputy managing editor, The 
New York Times, author, Billion Dollar Brand Club.

Synopsis: While many small, neighborhood stores are fighting to keep their doors 
open, e-commerce giants like Amazon are seeing staggering growth. In fact, 2020 
was the most successful year-to-date for the company. The pandemic has forced 
millions to buy more items online or through curbside pick-up. So, how has this 
shift in shopping habits changed the retail game for good? Business journalist 
Lawrence Ingrassia joins Viewpoints this week to break down the evolving e-
commerce landscape.

Issue:  Womens Issues 1/17/2021



Time:  6:24 to 6:35 Length:  11 of 30 minutes 

Guests: Karen Abbott, historian, author, Liar, Temptress, Soldier, Spy 

Synopsis: We know so much about the men of the Civil War, but the courageous 
women of this time and their contributions are seldom shown in history books. 
Historian Karen Abbott decided to change that. She tells the story of several 
women who helped their respective sides during the Civil War. These women 
were not just nurses and aides, but endearing female soldiers and spies disguised 
and embedded in the fight.

Issue:  Charities and Charitable Giving DATE: 1/24/2021

Time:  7:15 to 7:36 Length:  21 of 23 minutes

GUEST: Major Steve Dittmer

SYNOPSIS: major Steve Dittmer is with the Salvation Army of New Jersey, Ocean 
County division in Toms River.  The mission of the Salvation Army is to provide 
assistance to feed the hungry, help Veterans, the homeless population and 
underserved and help provide assistance during natural disasters. 

Issue:  Education DATE:  1/24/2021

Time:  6:15 to 6:25 Length:  10 of 30 minutes

Guests: Taylor Good, 3rd Grade Teacher, Manheim Township School District; 
Trenton Goble, former teacher and principal, vice president, K-12 product 
strategy at Instructure, author, Reclaiming the Classroom: How America’s 
Teachers Lost Control of Education and How They Can Get It Back.

Synopsis: It’s been ten months since many schools across the nation shifted to 
online learning. Students, parents, and everyone working within education have 
braved the many challenges of learning within a pandemic. With vaccine 



distribution underway, many within the field are seeing the light at the end of the 
tunnel and the eventual return to classrooms hopefully later this year. We speak 
with two education experts about the changes happening in the field as 
technology plays a bigger role.

Issue:  Mental Health Date:  1/24/2021

Time:  6:26 to 6:35  Length:  9 of 30 minutes

Guests: Rich Cohen, hockey dad, author, Pee Wees: Confessions of a Hockey 
Parent.

Synopsis: The world of youth sports can be incredibly stressful. Long practices, 
hefty investments, and increasingly selective teams can add up to parents pushing 
their kids to the brink. We speak with Rich Cohen, a hockey dad, about the 
modern pressures of the competitive sport and why some parents end up caring 
more about the sport than their own kid does. 

Issue:  Addiction DATE: 1/31/2021

Time:  7:15 to 7:37 Length:  22 of 24 minutes

GUEST: Nicole Federici

SYNOPSIS: Nicole Federici is the founder of RAFTS, which stands for Recovery 
Advocates For The Shore. This non profit organization in Manasquan is a non 
clinical, peer based recovery program community organization that provide 
resources and support to individuals and their familes impacted by substance use 
and related disorders. They hold in house meetings, family education, peer 
recovery coaching, telephone recovery and sober living assistance. 

Issue:  Personal Finance Date:  1/31/2021



Time:  6:15 to 6:25 Length:  10 of 30 minutes

Guests: Erin Lowry, personal finance expert, author, Broke Millennial Talks 
Money: Scripts, Stories and Advice to Navigate Awkward Financial Conversation.

Synopsis: Between the internet, radio, podcasts, and books, there’s a wide 
breadth of information out there on how to get your finances in order. But 
sometimes the mixed advice and confusing explanations can lead to complete 
inaction. This week, we speak to a personal finance expert about the starting key 
steps you can take to build your financial future and prepare for any unforeseen 
emergencies.

Issue:  Environment Date:  1/31/2021

Time:  6:26 to 6:34 Length:  8 of 30 minutes

Guests: Dr. Friederike Otto, German climatologist, associate professor, Global 
Climate Science Program, University of Oxford, associate director, Environmental 
Change Institute, University of Oxford, author, Angry Weather: Heat Waves, 
Floods, Storms, and the New Science of Climate Change. 

Synopsis: The field of attribution science studies extreme weather events in order 
to uncover what role man-made climate change plays in the severity or likelihood 
of each disaster. We speak to renowned climatologist Dr. Friederike Otto to 
better understand the reasonings behind attribution science and the implications 
this research has on science, global politics, and climate litigation.

Issue:  Mental Health Date:  2/7/2021

Time:  6:15 to 6:24 Length:  9 of 30 minutes

Guests: Kenneth R. Rosen, senior editor, correspondent, Newsweek, author, 
Trouble: The Failed Promise of America’s Behavioral Treatment Programs. 



Synopsis: Each year, thousands of young adults are sent to long-term, in-patient 
behavioral centers that are seen as the last resort for troubled teens. Their 
parents often sign off on this treatment because they believe that this ‘tough 
love’ route is the only answer to turning things around. Journalist and author, 
Kenneth R. Rosen joins Viewpoints this week to share his own adolescent 
experience at three of these centers and the long-term damage this type of 
treatment can wreak on young minds.

Issue:  Law Enforcement Date:  2/7/2021

Time:  6:25 to 6:35 Length:  10 of 30 minutes

Guests: Kate Winkler Dawson, author, American Sherlock: Murder, Forensics, and 
the Birth of the American CSI.

Synopsis: Today, the field of forensic science is one of the most important tools 
that investigators have in cracking a case. From forensic geology to DNA analysis 
to ballistics, analyzing the science behind each crime is crucial. To better 
understand its beginnings, we go back to the twentieth century to shed a light on 
Edward Oscar Heinrich – an innovative man who made many contributions to 
early forensic science in the U.S.

Issue:  Charities and Charitable Giving DATE: 2/7/2021

Time:  7:15 to 7:36 Length:  21 of 23 minutes

GUEST: Brian Fitzgerald

SYNOPSIS: Brian Fitzgerald is the CEO of Easter Seals NJ. The mission of this 
nonprofit organization is to enrich the lives of people with disabilities and special 
needs, and those who care for them. They provide opportunities to live, learn, 
work, and play in their communities. 



Issue:  Science DATE:  2/14/2021

Time:  6:15 to 6:25 Length:  10 of 30 minutes

Guests: David Brown, writer, author, The Mission.

Synopsis: The Jupiter moon, Europa is 390 million miles away from Earth. In 2025, 
the NASA Europa Clipper mission launches and is estimated to arrive in Jupiter’s 
orbit by 2031. Why Europa? Underneath its radiated surface, the icy moon is 
believed to host a vast ocean similar to Earth’s that has ample conditions for 
complex life. Author David W. Brown joins Viewpoints this week to shed some 
light on the Jovian moon and some of the challenges that came with the lengthy 
approval of this deep space mission.

Issue:  Education Date:  2/14/2021

Time:  6:26 to 6:35 Length:  9 of 30 minutes

Guests: Kelly Rigg, 8th-grade math teacher, Ephrata Area School District, Ephrata, 
Pennsylvania.

Synopsis: As some schools return back to in-person learning, we take a look at a 
few of the ways teaching has changed this year, including new safety precautions 
and the use of continued e-learning technology. Kelly Rigg is an eighth-grade 
teacher in Ephrata, Pennsylvania, and shares what’s it’s been like to be back 
teaching in the classroom full-time during a pandemic.

Issue:  Health and Well Being DATE: 2/14/2021

Time:  7:15 to 7:36 Length:  21 of 23 minutes

GUEST: Joseph Roth

SYNOPSIS: Joseph Roth is president and CEO New Jersey Sharing Network. NJSN is 
a non profit organization responsible for the recovery and placement of donated 



organs and tissue for those in need of a life saving transplant. Nearly four 
thousand New Jersey resident are currently waiting for a transplant.

Issue:  Black History Month Date:  2/21/2021

Time:  6:15 to 6:25 Length:  10 of 30 minutes

Guests: Dr. Scott Ellsworth, lecturer, Department of Afroamerican and African 
Studies, University of Michigan, author, Death in a Promised Land, The Ground 
Breaking: An American City and Its Search for Justice.

Synopsis: In the early 1900’s, the Greenwood District in Tulsa, Oklahoma was 
commonly referred to as the ‘Black Wall Street’. It was a predominantly African 
American town that was booming due to the nearby discovery of oil. It was a 
wonderful place to live, work and raise a family – but that all changed on May 31, 
1921. In a matter of hours, the town was burnt to ashes and it’s estimated that up 
to 300 people were murdered. Historian Scott Ellsworth tells the largely untold 
story of the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre.

Issue:  Culture Date:  2/21/2021

Time:  6:26 to 6:34 Length:  8 of 30 minutes

Guests: Tim Harford, economist, journalist, author, The Data Detective: Ten Easy 
Rules to Make Sense of Statistics. 

Synopsis: How often do you skim a headline and feel like that’s all you need to 
know? Or gather your daily news from a Twitter or Facebook feed? Economist & 
journalist Tim Harford joins Viewpoints this week to share the impacts of 
sensationalized or one-sided information and how we can all become more 
inquisitive consumers of content. 



Issue:  Charities and Charitable Giving DATE: 2/21/2021

Time:  7:15 to 7:26 Length:  11 of minutes

GUEST: Ester Jordan

SYNOPSIS: Ester Jordan is a member of the Long Branch based non profit 
organization Kick Cancer overboard. The mission of Kick Cancer overboard is to 
provide free cruises to families that have been afected by cancer. They also 
fundraise to support individuals and families battling cancer. 

Issue:  Family Issues DATE: 2/21/2021

Time:  7:27 to 7:40 Length:  13 of 25 minutes

GUEST: MaryBeth Bull

SYNOPSIS: Mary Beth Bull is the Director of Development for Big Brothers/Bid 
Sisters of Coastal and Northern New Jersey. This non profit organization creates 
and supports one-to-one mentoring relationships. Their vision is that all youth 
achieve their full potential. MaryBeth discussed online fundraising in order to 
continue to provide important youth programs. 

Issue:  Family Issues DATE: 2/28/2021

Time:  7:15 to 7:37 Length:  22 of 24 minutes

GUEST: Kristine Novakowski

SYNOPSIS: Kristine Novakowski is the executive Director of Northern Ocean 
Habitat for Humanity. They are currently accepting applications for families for 
two new homes being built. The Covid pandemic delayed the build, however they 



are currently resuming the homes and repairing omes for the underserved in their 
communities. 

Issue:  Environment Date:  2/28/2021

Time:  6:27 to 6:37 Length:  10 of 30 minutes

Guests: Andrea Pitzer, journalist, author, Icebound: Shipwrecked at the Edge of 
the World.

Synopsis: Over the last two decades, Arctic melt has increased by about 60 
percent. It’s estimated that if all of the glaciers and ice caps were to disappear 
into the ocean, sea level would rise by 230 feet, wiping out all of the coastal cities 
and towns around the globe. Journalist and author, Andrea Pitzer shares the 
history of Arctic exploration and how the landscape has changed over time – but 
not for the better.

Issue:  Personal Finance Date:  3/7/2021

Time:  6:15 to 6:24 Length:  9 of 30 minutes

Guests: James Rickards, economist, lawyer, author, The New Great Depression: 
Winners and Losers in a Post Pandemic World.

Synopsis: How has a year-long pandemic affected the U.S. economy? Will it 
bounce back as more people get vaccinated or will there be long-term 
ramifications? Economist James Rickards joins Viewpoints this week to share his 
insights on the post-pandemic economy.

Issue:  Charities and Charitable Giving DATE: 3/7/2021 and 3/14/2021

Time:  7:15 to 7:39 Length:  24 of 26 minutes



GUEST: Michael Dominick, John Hurley

SYNOPSIS: Our guests are Michael Dominick, Director of Communications for 
Make A Wish New Jersey, and John Hurley, Franchise owner of Jersey Mike's 
Subs. Make A Wish NJ is a non profit organization creating life changing wishes for 
children with critical illnesses. They are partering with Jersey Mike's Subs for the 
Month of Giving, in which customers are invited to come to their restaurants and 
donate to Make A Wish NJ. On March 31st, one hundred percent of total sales go 
to Make A Wish NJ.

Issue:  Mental Health Date:  3/14/2021

Time:  6:15 to 6:25 Length:  10 of 30 minutes

Guests: Dana Caspersen, mediator, teacher, author, Changing the Conversation: 
The 17 principles of conflict resolution; Dr. Judith Wright, author, coach, 
corporate consultant, founder, Wright Graduate University for the Realization of 
Human Potential.

Synopsis: Conflict is part of life, but it doesn’t have to be a completely negative 
experience; it can be an opportunity for personal growth and forging deeper 
relationships. We speak with two experts who specialize in studying conflict to 
better understand how to resolve disagreements with a spouse, family member, 
or with colleagues in the workplace.

Issue:  Mental Health Date:  3/14/2021

Time:  6:26 to 6:34 Length:  8 of 30 minutes

Guests: Dr. Angela Duckworth, psychology professor, University of Pennsylvania, 
scientific director, Character Lab, author, The Power of Passion and Perseverance.

Synopsis: Life has many challenges – but it’s how you respond to these obstacles 
that truly matter. Characteristics like passion, perseverance and grit can all factor 



into the end result and can make all the difference rather than focusing on pure 
talent or intelligence. 

Issue:  Environment Date:  3/21/2021

Time:  6:15 to 6:23 Length:  8 of 30 minutes

Guests: Dr. John Nielsen-Gammon, Texas State Climatologist, regents professor, 
atmospheric sciences, Texas A&M University; Dr. Friederike Otto, climatologist, 
associate professor, global climate science program, University of Oxford. 

Synopsis: The wintry storm that crippled the entire state of Texas last month is 
estimated to cost 195 billion dollars in damages and has already been linked to 
dozens of deaths due to prolonged exposure of extreme cold. For several days, 
millions of Texans were left without heat in their homes, no running or clean 
water and food shortages. What factors fed into this statewide failure? Is this a 
weather pattern that will happen more frequently as the climate shifts?

Issue:  Mental Health Date:  3/21/2021

Time:  6:24 to 6:34 Length:  10 of 30 minutes

Guests: Cal Newport, associate professor, computer science, Georgetown 
University, author, World Without Email: Reimagining Work in an Age of 
Communication Overload.

Synopsis: On average, it's estimated that the typical worker receives one email 
every six minutes. This constant stream of emails and instant messages 
throughout the day continuously pulls people away from their main tasks and 
leads to workout burnout. And the pandemic – with more people working from 
home – has only made this worse. Computer science and communication expert, 
Cal Newport joins us this week to break down the main issues and possible 
solutions.



Issue:  Health and Well Being DATE: 3/21/2021

Time:  7:15 to 7:39 Length:  24 of 26 minutes

GUEST: Dan Regenye

SYNOPSIS: Dan Regenye is the Public Health Coordinator and Health officer for 
the Ocean County Health Department. The main focus of the Health Department 
has been Covid Vaccine availability. Since late December, thousands of residents, 
including health department workers and first responders have been vaccinated. 
There is a special emphasis on the senior population and Covid testing is ongoing 
at several locations in Ocean County.

Issue:  Family Issues Date:  3/28/2021

Time:  6:28 to 6:37 Length:  9 of 30 minutes

Guests: Kayleen Schaefer, writer, author, But You’re Still So Young: How Thirty 
Somethings Are Redefining Adulthood. 

Synopsis: Whatever age you are, there’s always certain pressures to hit life 
milestones by set periods. It can mean moving out, getting married, having a 
family or even retiring by a ‘normal’ age. We discuss why these external pressures 
shouldn’t feed into personal decisions and how today’s generations and the 
challenges they face greatly differ from those of their parents or grandparents.

Issue:  Family Issues DATE: 3/28/2021

Time:  7:15 to 7:38 Length:  23 of 25 minutes

GUEST: Casey Duffy



SYNOPSIS: Casey Duffy is the Assistant Director for the nonprofit prganization 
Homes Now, Inc. located in Brick. The primary mission of Homes Now is to focus 
on constructing and monitoring affordable quality housing and enhancing the 
lives of many, including Veterans, Individuals with physical and mental disabilities, 
survivors of domestic violence and income restricted families.  


