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July 10, 2020

ISSUES
WQUD-FM addresses issues of concern to our local community on a daily basis, live on the air, with 
programming and public service announcements and free promotions for non-profit events. Issues that 
we faced in the second quarter of 2020 were as follows: 

Agriculture: Agriculture is a big part of our part of the Heartland here in the Quad Cities. Interviews 
with Ag industry leaders, daily moisture reports from 12-15 local communities via listeners when it rains 
or snows, and a farm and market report every weekday, three times during the AM drive daypart and 
twice during the PM drive daypart. 

Arts and Entertainment: To focus on local music and artists our station has a specialty program called 
the Local Lick Show from 12-3 pm every Saturday with local music only and guests who play live in 
studio. There is also a pre-recorded “Entertainment Calendar” that runs at least once per day part on 
Thursday-Sunday of every week. 

Charity: An aluminum can drive has been a mainstay for WQUD with locations for listeners to drop off 
cans and 100% of the proceeds from the cans have been donated to various Quad City and QC area non-
profit organizations. The drive has raised over $10,000 in just over four years.

Civil Unrest:  Tensions escalated nationwide with protests and rioting after the murder of George Floyd 
and we covered those with live interviews with three different area county sheriffs, who saw protests 
and rioting right here in the Quad Cities. 

Community:  In an effort to help listeners navigate these difficult times, WQUD reads a “Community 
Calendar” live on the air three times every weekday that includes non-profit organization events, public 
service announcements, and benefits. WQUD also donates to charities with various events every year 
and an ongoing aluminum can drive that sends proceeds to a different local charity roughly once a 
month. 

Covid 19: With the advent of the Covid 19 virus, WQUD altered its programming to engage in more 
interviews with local leaders and help listeners get news first hand concerning consequences from the 
virus and how it has affected daily life. 

Economy: As members of the Quad City Chamber of Commerce and with daily segments covering farm 
and market news in the Quad Cities area and beyond during the AM/PM drive dayparts, WQUD tackles 
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economic issues live on the air with a myriad of local industry leaders. Recently news coverage of job 
losses and gains through the pandemic have been regularly updated. 

Education: Quality education for our children is of the utmost importance and with the existence of 
Covid 19, remote and e-learning has been pushed to the forefront. 

Environment:  WQUD helps in protecting our environment with promotions and information for non-
profit organizations helping the environment like Living Lands and Waters, and reporting on 
environmental issues from flooding to  future development via news and interviews. 

Family Issues:  Complications from Covid 19 to civil unrest and kids not being in school have made 
raising children harder than ever and all the information we can share is vital. 

Health Care:  Millions lost health insurance along with the jobs during start of the pandemic and 
elective surgeries and regular doctor visits were largely put on hold. Health care was always an 
important issue but has become more important than ever in this last quarter. 

I-74 bridge: Continued progress, construction, and problems the states and contractors have faced 
during the construction of the new bridge are regular highlights during news features during the AM 
drive daypart. 

Local Government: Elections, board and city votes, and concerns with our schools have moved to the 
forefront in local news and we have conducted daily, weekly, and bi-weekly interviews with sheriffs and 
local politicians.

Mental Health: The opening of the psychiatric hospital in Bettendorf helped alleviate a much needed 
problem with lack of care in the Quad Cities but we now all face the mental health challenges of 
navigating the covid 19 virus and civil unrest that has sprung up both locally and nationally. 

Public Welfare: Food pantries have become a huge need and information on where and when people 
can get food is regularly shared on the station and the station’s social media outlets. 

Science and Technology: A focus on the future is regular discussion during interviews with industry 
leaders on the AM drive program and advances in space, launches, technologies, and space station 
sightings are highlighted on our live show from 6-10 pm.  

Tourism: A push to support local tourism with travel becoming riskier due to the Covid 19 virus and 
local events are routinely given the spotlight with our community calendar and interviews.  

Traffic: Bridge and metro traffic can bring people to a standstill and four AM drive traffic reports and 
five PM drive traffic reports are a regular part of weekday programming. 

Women’s Issues:  Gender inequality is an ongoing issue with women still battling to receive equal pay 
when they often also have to maintain a balance between their family and career. 

PROGRAMS
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Local Programming Section: 

This section lists regular segments on full-time live programming and special interviews and programs 
that detail the station’s local issue involvement and the ability to provide Quad Citians with first hand 
accounts from industry leaders, politicians, and public service workers like police and firefighters. WQUD 
treats local issues and the people facing them as a priority and here are some of those for this quarter. 

A.D. in the Morning is on from 6-10 am every weekday morning and features national news on the top 
of the hour (7, 8, 9 am) and local news at the bottom of the hour (730, 830, 930 am) . It’s a hybrid news 
talk and music show that includes segments featuring local musicians, farm and market report, and 
traffic during the 7 and 8 o’clock hours. Breaking news, emergency declarations, and the latest from our 
local municipalities are also featured. 

Live interviews with various public officials were already normal but have become more frequent with 
the ongoing Covid 19 pandemic.  

Whiteside County Sheriff John Booker has joined the show live everyday at 705 am since the start of the 
pandemic to cover the latest in local news concerning the Covid 19 virus testing, cases, and outbreaks, 
as well as public safety, protests, and general good will in these trying times. The interview averages 
about 10 minutes per day. 

Here is a list of the other interviews from this quarter with a summary of topics covered:

Friday, April 3: At 9 am Jason Norton, senior VP of Dutrac Community Credit Union talked about the stay 
at home order affecting the economy and how banks like his would be doing business moving forward 
as banking was declared an essential business. 8 minutes in length

Tuesday, April 7: At 8 am Quad City River Bandits owner Dave Heller talked about the virus and how it 
could affect the upcoming baseball season, their part time and full time employees,  and events they 
could possibly be holding there instead. 10 minutes in length

Tuesday, April 7: At 830 am Illinois District 71 Representative Tony McCombie came on the show to get 
information out on PPE shortages, the slow development of the unemployment process for the state of 
Illinois, and the state of District 71 with schools and most businesses closed. 8 minutes in length 

Tuesday, April 14: At 9 am River Bend Food Bank CEO Mike Miller talked about the jump in need at area 
food banks and got out pertinent information for where and when people could get food as well as the 
process at which they could pick up the food in grab and go boxes safely. 8 minutes in length

Wednesday, April 15: At 8 am Scott County Health Department Director Ed Rivers talked about the 
county’s response to the pandemic, PPE shortages, and the importance for people to quarantine. 11 
minutes in length

Thursday, April 16: At 830 am Illinois District 71 Representative Tony McCombie discussed reactions to 
the schools being shut down and if or when they would be re-opened. McCombie also highlighted where 
our area was on positive cases and if a stay at home order really made sense for District 71. 9 minutes in 
length. 
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Thursday, April 16: At 9 am Jay Connor, the CEO of Learning Ovations let everyone know they had a free 
program for people to try to help with home schooling and helping kids keep up with e-learning with 
schools shuddered due to the Covid 19 pandemic. 6 minutes in length

Wednesday, April 22: At 830 am Veterans Car Club of the Quad Cities representative Edwin Hildebrand 
talked about their upcoming event with four drop off locations in order to collect PPE and hygiene 
products for the local Iowa National Guard Unit, which was set to deploy at the end of the May. 5 
minutes in length.

Friday, April 24: At 830 am Kirby Wynn from Mississippi Valley Blood Center discussed how people could 
still give blood in a safe manner to keep blood banks supplied for emergency surgeries and the near 
future if elective surgeries were allowed to restart. 8 minutes in length 

Monday, April 27: At 8 am financial analyst Doug Weir with the Bettendorf Financial Group talked about 
the shrinking economy and the hopes that the markets would have a V-shaped recovery while jobs may 
be looking at more of a U-shaped recovery in the Quad Cities and throughout the nation. 8 minutes in 
length

Tuesday, April 28: At 830 am Illinois District 71 representative Tony McCombie covered the latest with 
the state and the nation on quarantine and the economic impact of the quarantine. Governor Pritzker’s 
response was also discussed and compared to other governors and situations across the nation. 9 
minutes in length

Thursday, April 30: At 8 am Kristin Bogdonas, an educator for nutrition and wellness at the University of 
Illinois Extension office let us know healthy habits to follow with both diet and exercise during the 
pandemic quarantine. 10 minutes in length

Wednesday, May 4: At 8 am Scott County Sheriff Tim Lane joined the show live to talk about the 
county’s response to Covid 19, PPE availability, and the safety of prisoners in the Scott County Jail. 7 
minutes in length

Wednesday, May 6: At 830 am owner of Renewal by Anderson franchise Sam Heer talked about the 
effects of the pandemic on the construction industry and the window business specifically. 8 minutes in 
length.  

Monday, May 11: At 830 am Unity Point Health President and CEO Bob Erickson talked about the Covid 
19 pandemic, hospitalizations and trends in their health system, as well as ways to combat the virus. 
Erickson also discussed topics covering elective surgeries and doctor visits. 

Wednesday, May 13: At 8 am Clinton County Sheriff Rick Lincoln discussed how Clinton County was 
handling a partial re-opening of bars and restaurants as well as efforts in the county to combat the virus. 
7 minutes in length. 

Thursday, May 14: At 930 am Veterans Car Club representative Edwin Hildebrand gave news and details 
on a PPE and hygiene drive for troops from the Iowa National Guard that was set to deploy in the end of 
May. 5 minutes in length. 
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Friday, May 15: At 830 am Illinois State Senator Neil Anderson talked about the effect of the virus on his 
constituents as well as how first responders and fire fighters were dealing with the pandemic and the 
changes it had brought to their jobs. Anderson is also a full time fire fighter. 10 minutes in length. 

Friday, May 15: At 9 am Courtesy Car City owner Dale Zude talked about customers being able to shop 
online, by appointment, and the re-opening of their stores. Zude also gave an update on where the auto 
industry with car production. 

Monday, May 18: At 830 am Genesis Health System CEO Doug Cropper gave information on the Quad 
Cities PPE situation, numbers of Covid-19 hospitalizations as well as the latest trends in numbers in the 
Illinois and Iowa Quad Cities. 10 minutes in length. 

Wednesday, May 20: At 8 am Sandy Crock from Quad City Dudes Moving Company discussed moving 
trends for Iowa and Illinois and how much the pandemic had accelerated the moving industries amount 
of business. 6 minutes in length 

Thursday, May 21: At 9 am TBK Sports Complex manager Dave Stow let us know about the sports 
complex’s re-opening, as well as upcoming events and tournaments and what that meant for the Quad 
Cities as it emerged from lockdown. 

Tuesday, May 26: At 8 am financial analyst Doug Weir from the Bettendorf Financial Group went over 
the latest on the pandemic economy and what he saw coming in the future pending test results and 
how they would affect investing. 8 minutes in length.  

Tuesday, May 26: At 830 am Illinois District 71 Representative Tony McCombie gave an update on the 
Illinois unemployment situation and how residents of the state were dealing with the lockdown 
restrictions in Illinois versus the restrictions in bordering Iowa, where they were less. 10 minutes in 
length.  

Wednesday, May 27: At 830 am Illinois District 109 Representative Darren Bailey discussed his lawsuit 
against Governor Pritzker concerning the governor’s emergency declarations and his removal from the 
state house for not wearing a mask. 12 minutes in length 

Wednesday, May 27: At 9 am River Bend Food Bank CEO Mike Miller talked about the needs of area 
food banks in the wake of the pandemic and how people could contribute to the food banks or where 
they could go to get food. Miller also filled us in on the government’s response to the pandemic and 
how many more people were in need of food. 

Thursday, May 28: At 9 am Downtown Davenport Partnership executive director with the Quad 
Chamber of Commerce Kyle Carter talked about Davenport bouncing back from the Covid 19 virus and 
upcoming events in the city. 8 minutes in length

Friday, May 29: At 8 am Clinton County Sheriff Rick Lincoln detailed the latest events in his county 
concerning civil unrest and the Covid 19 virus positive cases. 10 minutes in length

Tuesday, June 2: At 830 am, Illinois District 71 Representative Tony McCombie gave updates on the 
unemployment situation in the state of Illinois as well as the latest in phases and developments around 
the state and in the district concerning the pandemic.  12 minutes in length
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Wednesday, June 3: At 730 am, Luke Sandrock and Gerard from the Cornerstone Agency, Inc. relayed 
what they had learned about the pandemic’s effect on the agriculture and insurance industries and how 
they were seeing its effects on business. 6 minutes in length. 

Wednesday, June 3: At 830 am, Albany police chief Wyatt Heyvaert recounted what he had seen during 
the recent protests and riots in Freeport, Illinois, where he was called to assist in an emergent situation 
with civil unrest in the city. 

Monday, June 8: At 8 am, Financial analyst Doug Weir from Bettendorf Financial Group talked about the 
current state of the economy and recent and ongoing economic stimulus packages that were in the 
process of being distributed, including the Paycheck Protection Program and their impact on the 
economy. 9 minutes in length.  

Thursday, June 11: At 8 am, Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center representative Kirby Wynn talked 
about the need for blood donations with elective surgeries having been recently resumed and the Quad 
Cities being in need of blood.  9 minutes in length. 

Friday, June 12: At 830 am, White House campaign strategist and national news correspondent Mica 
Mosbacher and District 71 Representative Tony McCombie did a round table interview to discuss the 
national and local reaction to the pandemic and how it could affect this year’s upcoming election. They 
also covered Illinois governor Pritzker’s reactions to the pandemic and they compared with other states. 
20 minutes in length. 

Friday, June 12: At 9 am, Riverboat Twilight captain Kevin Stier talked about their service and providing 
some local tourism for local people with a ride on the historic Mississippi River as well as how their 
industry has been affected economically by the pandemic. 6 minutes in length. 

Monday, June 15: At 9 am, Rhythm City Casino general manager Mo Hyder informed us of the 
challenges for the casino industry during the pandemic as well as how the casino was handling re-
opening, keeping people safe, and getting its employees back to work. 8 minutes in length.

Wednesday, June 17: At 830 am, Courtesy Car City owner Dale Zude highlighted what was going on in 
the auto industry with sales and the availability of some vehicles vs. others as well as potential long term 
effects of the pandemic on the industry. 8 minutes in length. 

Thursday, June 18: AT 8 am, Gemologist and Necker’s Jewelry  owner Dave Necker talked how the 
Covid-19 economy had affected his business, how they were conducting business with stay at home 
restrictions and without, and gave opinions about the state of Iowa’s handling of the Covid-19 crisis.  10 
minutes in length. 

Monday, June 22: At 8 am, Financial analyst Doug Weir from Bettendorf Financial Group discussed the 
local and national economy as well as job losses, unemployment benefits, and where people could find 
safe places to invest money.  8 minutes in length. 

Wednesday, June 24: At 830 am, Resource conservationist Dave Harrison from the Whiteside County 
Soil and Water Conservation Department discussed bears and how people should handle the situation if 
they came face to face with a bear after a brown bear wandered through our listening area, crossing 
from Iowa to Illinois. 7 minutes in length. 
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News on the Hour: 

A daily summary of national and local news with details on things like local county and city board votes, 
the number of new cases of Covid 19 in area counties, and the latest from our local politicians and how 
they are dealing with the issues the state and nation are currently facing. The recorded segment runs at 
the top of the hour every weekday from 11 am until 10 pm. 

 Public Service Announcements

WQUD strives to help as many organizations as it can with live PSAs, live interviews, recorded ads, and 
social media posts that promote their events or promotional awareness of the particular organization. 

The Community Calendar: 

The Community Calendar is read live on WQUD every weekday during the AM Drive (approx. 920 am), 
PM Drive (approx.. 420 pm), and Evening (approx.. 840 pm) dayparts and it is comprised of community 
events, non-profit fundraisers and benefits, and ways to help the community out from blood donations 
to food bank locations. The Community Calendar has been a staple for our station for the last four years 
and continues to grow and length and awareness amongst our listeners and beyond. 

In this quarter, the community calendar provided live PSAs, running around 10 sec each, three times 
every weekday for the following charities, organizations, and municipalities during times they had 
scheduled events or awareness promotion. 

Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center: WQUD urged people to give blood and make an appointment 
to donate during the Covid 19 crisis by going to www.bloodcenter.org or calling 309-797-3415. 

RiverBend Food Bank: Donation information at riverbendfoodbank.com and finding local food pantries 
and the time when food could be picked up. 

Port Byron Farmer’s Market: time, date, and location and urging to shop fresh and shop local

Geneseo Farmer’s Market: time, date and location and urging to shop with your local vendors

Davenport Freight House Farmer’s Market: time, date, and location and shopping local craft and food 
vendors

Clock’s Pride Paddle at Loud Thunder Park Forest Preserve kayak fundraiser with time, date, location, 
and sign up information

Pack the Bus School Supply Drive at Genesis East Campus in Davenport with time, date, location 
information.. 

Painting fundraiser to benefit the Buffalo Bill Museum and the Crane and Pelican Café in Leclaire, Iowa 
with time, date, location and sign up information. 

http://www.bloodcenter.org
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DeWitt Family Movie Night in the Park for a free movie for the community with time, date, location

Fulton City Wide Garage Sales with time, date, location 

Fun in the Sun Car Show by Clinton Area Rod Club at HyVee in Clinton, Iowa, with time, date, location 
and sign up information.

WQUD Can Drive with locations of drop off points in Hampton and Erie, the total amount raised and 
what organization will be benefitting from the latest container that was emptied. 

River Benders Cycling Group breakfast ride event with time, date, location

Walk to end Alzheimers event at the TaxSlayer Center in Moline time, date, location and sign up 
information

JDRF One Walk information and this year’s cancellation. WQUD has hosted the walk at Blackhawk 
College in Moline the last three years and helped raise money for JDRF by selling sneakers and 
promoting the event on the air. WQUD helped JDRF raise money this year with live PSAs urging 
donations to help them overcome the loss of their largest fundraising event of the year. 

St. John’s Lutheran Center for Early Learning School Carnival time, date, location information

Veterans Car Club monthly events with time, date, location, and sign up information along with what 
veterans groups they are raising money for with the car show. Edwin Hildebrandt also does a live 
interview before each show or event the Veterans Car Club of the Quad Cities has. 


