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PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES 
 

 
 

The following programs that aired during the relevant reporting period regularly address local issues and concerns 

in the station's city of license and within its service area.  Specific episodes and segments of these programs and 

the issues they addressed are listed on the following pages. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Program Name 
Schedule 

(Day/Time) 

Brief Generic Description 
(Note whether local, syndicated or network) 

13WMAZ 
Eyewitness News 

M-F 5am - 7 am; 
Noon - 12:30 pm;  
5 pm - 5:30 pm; 
6pm - 6:30 pm;  
11 pm - 11:35 pm; 
Sat-Sun 7am - 9 
am; 6 pm - 6:30 
pm;  
11 pm - 11:35 pm 
 

Local newscasts produced by WMAZ-TV, which 
inform viewers on local issues. 

13WMAZ Close-Up 
Saturdays Noon - 
12:30 pm 

Local program produced by WMAZ-TV, which 
interviews community leaders on local issues. 

CBS 60 Minutes 
Sundays 7 pm - 8 
pm 

The program offers investigative reports, interviews, 
segments and profiles of issues and people in the 
news. 

CBS Face The 
Nation 

Sundays 10:30 am - 
11 am; 11:30 am - 
noon 

The program interviews newsmakers on the latest 
issues. 



 

 

 
 

LOCAL ISSUES ADDRESSED DURING THE QUARTER 
 

 
 

The following are local issues of concern to the community.  Programs that addressed these issues during 

this reporting period are listed on the following pages. 
 

 
 

Local Issue/Concern Brief description of local issue or concern 

Education School was in session during the Quarter. Bibb County’s new 
superintendent started work during the quarter. Graduation 
rates in Bibb County remain below the State average. In a 
Pew Study released last quarter, education ranked as the 
third highest topic that local residents follow closely. 
 

Crime and Public Safety A report released last quarter stated that Bibb county’s crime 
rose slightly in 2014. Personal and property crime both rose 
in Bibb County last year. 
The crime rate in Macon is higher than the Georgia average 
and higher than the national average crime rate. In a Pew 
Study released last quarter, crime ranked as the second 
highest topic that local residents follow closely. 
 

Government The Georgia General Assembly concluded its session during 
the quarter. The Macon-Bibb Consolidated government is in 
its second year. Bibb County and Houston County worked on 
fiscal budgets during the quarter. An election was held for 
the new mayor of Milledgeville. Early voting for the Special 
Election to fill State Representative Larry O'Neal's seat in 
Houston County started during the quarter. 

Health Healthcare is a major contributor to the area’s economy. 
Health issues are of high interest in the community.  
 

Military Robins Air Force Base is the area’s largest employer.  

Economy A r     A report released last June for the U.S. Conference of Mayors 
lists metro Macon as one of the slowest growing economies 
in the nation.  The new Tubman Museum was scheduled to 
open during the quarter. 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

ISSUE-RESPONSIVE   PROGRAMMING 
 
 

    I Local Issue: Education   

 
Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 4/2, 6/1 6pm and 
11pm 

5 minutes On 4/2, 13WMAZ reported that Fort Valley State 
president Ivelaw Griffith announced his resignation 
from the University. Griffith became president in 2013. 
The story reviewed current statistics for the University. 
Moody’s Investor's Service gave Fort Valley State 
University a BAA 1 rating last year, which is considered 
medium. Moody's said the rating was based on FVSU's 
declining enrollment, weak operating performance and 
minimal resources.  
Last September, the school said it was cutting dozens 
of jobs and leaving positions vacant due to a dramatic 
drop in enrollment. The school said they were facing a 
$7.1 million deficit. 
The school had 3,896 students in 2011; they projected 
around 2,400 last fall. 
 
On 6/1, 13WMAZ covered the announcement that, 
Fort Valley State University is waiving out-of-state 
tuition for students enrolling from Alabama, South 
Carolina, and Florida. The Georgia Board of Regents 
approved Fort Valley and 10 other schools to offer the 
waiver. For most students taking 15 credits, it means a 
difference of about $6,300 a semester. According to 
the University Systems of Georgia, FVSU's enrollment 
fell about 20 percent from 2013 to 2014. The program 
will be available for the next three school years. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 4/13 5pm 2 minutes A Rutland High School science teacher was named a 
finalist for 2016 Georgia Teacher of the Year.  
The Georgia Department of Education made the 
announcement that Brian Butler was one of 10 
statewide finalists for the honor.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 5/6 6pm 1 minute Two of Bibb County’s students were recognized as 
Gates Millennium Scholars. Dallace Francis of Mount 
de Sales and Nicole Wiggins of Central High were the 
two to win 250,000 dollars for school. In order to be 
considered both students needed to maintain a 3.3 
grade point average and demonstrate leadership 
abilities. 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 5/7, 5/8, 
6/9, 6/18 

5pm, 6pm 
and 11pm 

15 minutes 
total 

Several stories during the quarter focused on Bibb 
County’s new Superintendent Dr. Curtis Jones.  
 
May 7: 13WMAZ sat down with Curtis Jones for a one-
on-one interview. His message: progress takes time 
and teamwork. "We didn't get in this situation 
overnight, and it's not going to change overnight," he 
said. He was asked what it's going to take to rebuild 
faith in the Bibb County School System.  Jones said 
reliable transportation, stronger food and nutrition 
programs, and better management of finances and 
personnel are all key to progress, but it's also going to 
require stakeholders willingness to move beyond past 
administrations. "It's going to take a different 
behavior, expectations, and that's what we're going to 
work on," Jones said. "I think that's the one key, higher 
expectations of us and we're going to do our best to 
deliver. I just hope that when we do, people are going 
to be able to give us a chance."  
 
On May 8, The Bibb County School Board approved 
staffing changes recommended by Jones. Among the 
changes, Southwest High School got a new principal, 
and Ballard-Hudson Middle School a new assistant 
principal. Ed Judie, the system's chief student affairs 
officer, was replaced by Jamie Cassady. The new 
principal and assistant principal are Dexter Martin and 
Eclan David, both of whom came from Griffin-Spalding 
County, Jones' former school system. Board members 
were split on both positions. 
 
May 14: Coverage of the Bibb Association of Educators 

Awards. Educating Support Professionals and retiring 

staff were praised for their work and dedication. 

Speaker and superintendent Curtis Jones expressed his 

admiration for the values kept within the organization. 

"One of the goals I have is to change the culture. This 

part of the culture that does not change," Jones said. 

June 9: Report from the Bibb School Board meeting on 
exactly how charter schools should be included in a 
proposed ESPLOST. ACE's board chairman says the 
school's 760 students need different levels of financial 
support. That's because it costs more to educate some 
than others. He expects that number to jump to more 
than a thousand students next year, and says the 
school will need the money more than ever. School 
board members are split on which charter schools 
should be included in a potential SPLOST. Tom Hudson 
argued projects at ACE, Macon Charter Academy and 
Cirrus Academy should all be included. But Jason 
Downey said that since Cirrus has not partnered with 
the board and gets more money from the state, their 
projects should not be funded. The board did agree to 
ask for a revised proposal to include charter school 
projects. That's something Superintendent Curtis Jones 
says he's working with executive director of Capital 
Programs Jason Daniel to do. 

 
 
 
 



 

 

    On June 18, The Bibb County School Board passed their 
annual budget in a 5-2 vote, a total of $287 million, 
$186 million of that coming from the district's general 
fund. The two opposing votes came from Jason 
Downey and Tom Hudson, who previously raised 
concerns about charter school funding and minority 
participation. It was the first budget with Curtis Jones 
as superintendent. He says even though the district's 
finances may not be ideal, he thinks the right decisions 
were made for a successful fiscal year. 
 
"The budget is large, but it also has a fund balance, and 
the fund balance is about six percent of what we need, 
although our board policy does ask for about eight 
percent, but the board did give us a resolution a waiver 
so that we're able to operate. We're very thankful that 
the board allowed us to move forward," he said. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 5/8 6pm 3 minutes The Perry High School nutrition manager, Regina 
Williamson, received state recognition for her 
nutritious meals. The Georgia School Nutrition 
Association awarded her with the Manager of the Year 
title. The criteria is based on management, cafeteria 
environment, involvement, and community outreach.  
Along with all she does in the kitchen, she does just as 
much outside of it. Williamson goes into the 
classrooms to teach students about how to shop for 
the right foods at the grocery store so they can take 
the lessons home with them. 
She also works closely with athletes and the ROTC 
program to give them proper meal plans. 
Last year, after six students were informed they 
needed to lose weight as part of a routine health 
assessment, Williamson monitored their progress and 
gave them guidelines. By the end of the year, they 
each reached their goal. 
 
The second place winner was also from Houston 
County. Westside Elementary took the title for another 
stand-out nutritionist. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 5/12 6pm 2 minutes Due to a 5 million dollar fund being included in the 
2016 fiscal budget, Middle Georgia State College is 
getting a new academic building focusing primarily on 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Math initiatives. 
 
The STEM center will let the college add to labs to 
technology-based classrooms. It will be approx. 17,000 
square feet. Two web labs, a flexible lab space for 
various sciences, a nursing lab, cyber-security lab and a 
high-tech classroom will be enclosed in the building.  
Other areas will include space for the Office of 
Graduate Studies, faculty offices and student study 
areas. 
 
This STEM center will be on the Warner Robins campus 
near Robins Air Force Base.  



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 5/13 6pm 2 minutes Report on The Macon Charter Academy scheduled to 
open in August. This school will have an international 
focus. Monya Rutland, the academy's co-founder, says 
the school will have a global focus by offering the 
prestigious international baccalaureate program. 
 
"We're preparing our scholars for the world they will 
live in, not so much the world we're currently living in 
now, and we know the world they're living in will be 
more globally-centered and more globally connected," 
she said. 
 
The 45,000 square foot, two story main building, gym 
and church-turned-fine arts auditorium will house 
about 850 students, kindergarten through eighth 
grade. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 5/20, 5/24 6pm, 11pm 5 minutes New schools could be coming to Bibb County, if the 
proposed education SPLOST passes. Executive Director 
of Capital Programs, Jason Daniel took, 13WMAZ on a 
tour of Northeast High and Appling Middle School to 
find out why the Bibb County School District is looking 
at replacing those buildings and adding new 
technology across the board. Bibb schools are asking 
voters to continue the penny sales tax that ends in 
December.   
 
School leaders are projecting the SPLOST will bring 
$140 million over five years, enough to cover the costs 
of their projects. 
 
Daniel says Appling, built in 1958, needs nearly $10 
million worth of renovation. Northeast, constructed in 
1965, needs about $12 million. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 6/2 6pm 2 minutes Eight teachers from across central Georgia participated 
in a workshop run by NASA experts at Fort Valley State. 
Edward Hill, the dean of the school's college of 
education, invited NASA to train teachers who work 
closely with students.   
 
"Some simple, basic activities from NASA that they can 
take right back to their classroom to help spark the 
interest in STEM," said John Weis, a specialist from 
NASA's Marshall Space Flight Center in Huntsville, 
Alabama. 
 
He says the desire for science and engineering jobs 
drops once children get to middle school. He said 
getting kids interested in science, technology, 
engineering and math could guide them toward 
careers in those fields. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 6/10, 6/24 5pm, 6pm 5 minutes On June 10
th

, Middle Georgia State College began to 
make changes to the campuses as they prepare to 
become a University, first starting with changing over 
650 signs. Those cost about $300,000 and include a 
billboard on the interstate and campus entry signs, 
podiums, police cars, posters seals even aircraft for the 
five different campuses. 
 
Not everything old is out. The colors and mascot are 
staying, but everything MGSC will need the university 
label. But at its core, Chief of Staff Albert Abrams says 
the transition is about increasing enrollment. 
"Ultimately, we'd like to have 9,000 students on 
campus," he said. There are 8,000 students now. 
Raising the school's academic profile, giving its 
students more options, and providing an education 
that serves Central Georgia are also priorities. 
 
"Our goal is to have four new degrees in place within 
the next 18 months. One in information technology. 
These are Master's degrees. One in business, one in 
education, one in nursing, so those are the major tasks 
at hand," he said. 
 
The total transition cost, which administrators say is a 
moving target, will be offset by a $9 hike in tuition per 
credit hour for graduate students. 

    On June 24
th

, 13WMAZ reported that Middle Georgia 
State College will become a University, but it won't 
offer master's degrees this fall.  
According to a statement issued by the college, 
officials said the Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools Commission on Colleges (SACS-COC) denied 
the college's request to offer the graduate degree 
programs. 
 
"While this delays our ability to offer master's degrees 
this fall, it does not affect us moving forward as a 
university," the statement said. "The Board of Regents 
conferred that designation upon us three months ago, 
and we are proceeding with becoming a university on 
July 1." 
 
Since being notified of the denial, the statement said 
college officials discussed the situation with SACS-COC 
officials and were informed that the college didn't 
project a comprehensive graduate studies structure in 
all its documentation. 
 
The statement also said, "Our submission fell short in 
that regard, and we will reapply as early as this 
September. We certainly respect the role and views of 
SACS-COC and will work diligently to meet the 
requirements." 
 
University System of Georgia Board of Regents 
member Larry Walker of Perry called the denial "a 
bump in the road." Walker predicted Middle Georgia 
State officials will fix the problems and get the 
graduate programs operational soon. 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News  6/25 6pm 3 minutes The Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning 
kicked off its summer food service program in Baldwin 
County. The program provides free meals during the 
summer. 
 
Deidria Bolden, the assistant commissioner for the 
Department of Early Care and Learning, says more 
than 900,000 children qualify during the school year 
for a free or reduced price meal. She says the federally 
funded summer food service program gives kids access 
to meals year round. 
 
"It helps families who are on a budget and many 
families who are on a budget during the school year," 
she said. "It allows them to fill the gap for children to 
be able to have a healthy meal during the summer." 
 
Bolden says in 2014, the program served more than 
8.5 million meals across the state, including every 
county in Central Georgia. 

13WMAZ Close Up 6/27 Noon 30 minutes George McCanless, President & CEO of the United Way 
of Central Georgia discussed the organizations 
community impact program to improve grade level 
reading and long-term impact on graduation rates. He 
talked about the need to invest in early childhood 
development and the Read2Succeed program. He 

discussed last year’s fundraising campaign to assist 
partner agencies in 14 counties and the goal to 
exceed last year’s $4.5 million campaign.  
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News Each 
Wednesday 
throughout 
the quarter 
(April-May) 

5pm  2:30 each 
week 

Each week during the school year, students 
participating in 13WMAZ’s Junior Journalist program 
help tell the stories of outstanding teachers in the 
community. Teachers are nominated by their students, 
and the Junior Journalists shadow a 13MWAZ reporter 
to help prepare the weekly report. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

   
  I Local Issue: Crime and Public Safety  

 
Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News Each 
Wednesday 
during the 
quarter 

11pm 1 minute 
each week 

Each week during 13WMAZ Eyewitness News at 11 p.m. 
13WMAZ airs a one minute public service 
announcement for Crimestoppers to ask for the 
community’s help in identifying suspects and  providing 
authorities information to help make an arrest. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 4/1 6pm 4 minutes A Cochran woman revealed that she was the victim of 
sex crimes as a child by her own father. She said, nearly 
40 years later, her estranged father's refusal to accept 
responsibility prompted her to try to build awareness for 
sex offenders that she says are hiding in plain sight. 
 
She decided to shed light on the past with a bright 
yellow billboard where her father lives. The story 
discussed the contents of the billboard and why the 
woman chose to display it for everyone to see. 
 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 4/4 Noon 30 minutes Warren Selby, Executive Director of Macon Regional 
Crimestoppers, discussed current activities of the 
program. He explained how the database works and 
how the program works. He talked about the anonymity 
of tips and how tips are handled. He discussed recent 
gang related crimes and efforts in law enforcement and 
the community to deal with gangs. He talked about 
efforts to reach school-age children and programs in 
schools. He also discussed prevention programs. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 4/7, 4/16,  
4/23, 4/25 

5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

15 minutes 
total 

Several reports examined an incident and investigation 
at Lake Tobesofkee. 
 
On April 4

th
, 13WMAZ reported that two fisherman were 

shot at on Lake Tobesofkee while fishing.  
 
"Several shots were fired at us, when I say several shots, 
this was seven to ten and it was coming so fast and they 
were so loud," Miles said. "The beam of light hitting 
from the gun towards us. It was really uncomfortable 
and we were scared for our lives in the situation." Miles 
said they immediately moved away from the cove and 
called police. He said when Bibb County deputies arrived 
they reassured the men they would find out who shot at 
them. An incident report from the Bibb County Sheriff's 
Office states that when deputies arrived at the home the 
shots allegedly came from, they asked the man they 
found there to speak with them. He declined and told 
them to come back later after he talked to his lawyer. 



 

 

    Smith was upset that deputies did not do more that 
night.  
 
 
4/16:  Bibb County Sheriff David Davis said he assigned 
two investigators assigned to the case full time. Davis 
said they were taking a closer look at the family that 
lived in the lakeside home where the shots apparently 
came from. He said he's reassigned two officers, who he 
said, mishandled the case. 
 
4/23: Basil Ghali who lived at the same lakeside home 
was charged with misdemeanor reckless conduct for 
firing shots at fishermen in Lake Tobesofkee. Sherriff 
David Davis was spoke at a press conference about his 
deputies’ actions the night of the shooting. He said that 
if the deputies would have followed through by getting a 
search warrant that night, Ghali might have been 
charged with aggravated assault. "A criminal case was 
jeopardized because of their inaction and this case has 
dragged on for more than a month," he said. Davis said 
those two deputies have been disciplined and 
transferred to jail duty, and supervisors on duty that 
night have also been disciplined. "The sheriff's office has 
let the community down," he said. "We will use this as a 
learning experience." 
 
4/25: 13WMAZ reported that Basil Ghali, was released 
from Bibb County jail on $27,700 bond. Ghali's charge 
was upgraded to aggravated assault. Another resident of 
the lake-front home at 124 Lotus Point Drive, Kinnan 
Ghali, was also arrested and charged with willful 
obstruction of law enforcement. He was released from 
the county jail after posting a $1,300 bond. 
 
Ghali plead guilty to the crime on July 5. 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News  4/10, 4/29, 
5/14, 5/20, 
6/17 

6pm, 11pm 15 minutes 
total 

On April 10, the Peach County authorities announced 
that they were looking for a man they believed broke 
into at least five homes and raped two women.  "In my 
20 years here, I've never seen anything like this," said 
Fort Valley Police Chief Lawrence Spurgeon. 
 
All of the break-ins happened within a couple of blocks 
of the Fort Valley State campus. 
 
The Fort Valley State Police added more police officers 
to the campus while the investigation was still ongoing. 
"We've increased our police presence, we've had off 
duty officers coming in extra duty, extra patrol," Fort 
Valley State Police Chief, Kenneth Morgan. 
 
He said the campus is regularly under 24-hour security 
and surveillance. But he said since the incidents, the 
department doubled its patrol cars at night from around 
three cars to about six. They also sent students alerts of 
the break-ins and rapes. 
 



 

 

    4/29: Law enforcement in Fort Valley investigated a new 
rape case, one attempted rape and five other break-ins. 
Peach County Sheriff Terry Deese said a Fort Valley State 
University student said she was raped by an intruder 
around 1 a.m. in her home.  Five other people reported 
break-ins between 3 and 5 a.m.  
 
In all those cases, Deese said, the intruder had the same 
description as the man involved in several earlier cases: 
He was dressed in black, had his face covered and 
carried a gun. 
 
5/14: The FBI and the Peach County Sexual Assault Task 
Force announced the reward of up to $10,000 for 
information leading to the arrest of the suspect. 
 
5/20: 13WMAZ reported that an arrest had been made 
and the suspect will face 19 charges in a series of break-
ins and attempted rapes in Peach County, according to 
District Attorney David Cooke. Fort Valley police chief 
Lawrence Spurgeon confirmed rape will be one of the 
charges against the man.  
 
The man was arrested after a woman told police he was 
pacing outside her apartment and looking suspicious. 
The man faces several charges from the arrest, including 
criminal trespass, prowling, possessing a gun while 
committing a crime and possessing tools while 
committing a crime. 
 
6/17: Judge Tillman Self denied bond. Prosecutor Cindy 
Adams argued against bond during the hearing, saying 
that the man charged was arrested for burglaries twice 
before in 2007 and 2009, and was on probation from a 
2009 case. His public defender said the man arrested 
denies all the charges against him, and that his client 
believes the real rapist is still free.  
 
According to Chief Lawrence Spurgeon, there were been 
no rapes reported since the man was arrested, and the 
number of break-ins that have occurred were low. 

13WMAZ Close Up 4/18 Noon 30 minutes Lee Robinson, Circuit Public Defender, discussed his 
duties. He also talked about his budget and staffing 
levels. He discussed mandatory minimum sentencing, 
Georgia’s prison population, criminal justice reform 
efforts, mental health, inmate re-entry programs and 
the sexual offender registration board. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 4/18 11pm 2 minutes The Warner Robins Police Department opened their 
firing range to the public, every Saturday of the month. 
Captain John Clay is the training commander for the 
police department he said, "We open our firing range, 
both the pistol and the rifle side for citizens to come out 
and shoot." Clay says there's not many firing ranges 
around central Georgia, so, they offer their facility to the 
public once a month from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
 
 
Clay explained why it's so important to know how to use 
your firearm, "Number one is for safety so they don't 
shoot themselves or somebody that they don't intend to 
shoot, but also if they're going to carry a gun for self 
defense, they need to know how to use it, how to put it 
into action, and what they need to do in order to defend 
themselves." 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 4/21 6pm 2 minutes Last December, 13WMAZ reported about a shooting 
death that took place in Wings Café in Macon. On April 
21, a sixth suspect was arrested in connection with the 
shootings.  
 

13WMAZ Close Up 4/25 noon 30 minutes Macon-Bibb Sheriff David Davis discussed recent cases 
in the news. The first topic addressed the recent arrest 
of deputies for selling confiscated drugs. He also 
discussed the investigation into shots fired at Lake 
Tobesofkee. The day following the taping of the show, a 
west Bibb County man was charged with misdemeanor 
reckless conduct for firing shots at fishermen in Lake 
Tobesofkee. On the night of the shooting, deputies went 
to the home where the shots were fired from, but left 
when a man in the home told them to come back the 

next day. Davis had been critical of the deputies 

handling of the incident that night. Other topics included 
a discussion related to high profile national cases with 
officers involved in killing unarmed black men, the local 
law enforcement and FBI teen program and citizens 
carrying weapons.  
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 5/8 6pm and 
11pm 

3 minutes Eight people were arrested and charged in an illegal-
gambling raid. All had their bonds set at $50,000.  
 
District Attorney, David Cooke, said all of them were 
charged with commercial gambling, and all but one were 
charged with keeping a gambling place. 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 5/13 6pm 2 minutes During National Police Week, some Houston County 
community leaders stepped into the shoes of Warner 
Robins Police officers.  
 
"Safety is the number one priority for us, and I really felt 
like I needed to understand what they do on a daily 
basis," says Houston County Schools superintendent, Dr. 
Mark Scott. "You realize how quickly a situation that 
appears very calm can turn very violent." 
 
As part of the experience, the trainee used vocal 
commands, and the people on the screen would 
respond accordingly. They were equipped with a fake 
pepper spray, Taser, and a gun. They had to decide 
whether or not to use force and what form they would 
take, all before the person on screen hurts the officer or 
someone else. 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 5/20 6pm 2 minutes A Bibb County deputy was arrested after being accused 
of striking a handcuffed women in the face. The 
Department said the deputy arrested the woman, 
placed her in the back of the vehicle and struck her in 
the face while putting on her seat belt. This happened in 
March. 
 
The officer was placed on desk duty while internal and 
criminal investigations were taking place. The deputy 
was fired from the sheriff’s office and was arrested for 
battery and violation of oath of office.  

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 5/28 6pm 1 minute Last year 13WMAZ reported on three Bibb deputies that 
were arrested and facing corruption charges after an FBI 
sting operation. On May 28, they were sentenced to 
three years of probation. There were accused of ripping 
off a drug dealer to sell the drugs to another dealer.  
 
The three deputies plead guilty in their trial in March. 
Under their plea deal with prosecutors, they got 
probation, but not prison time. They cannot own 
firearms or ammunition, and cannot work as law 
enforcement officers. 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 5/28, 6/2 5pm,6pm 5 minutes A state agency revoked the license of a Macon after-
school program where the director is accused of 
spanking a child with a belt. They said they found serious 
violations at the center, including corporal punishment 
used on at least eight children. State daycare rules 
prohibit that. 
 
The director of Motivating Youth was charged with 
battery for spanking the 8-year-old girl. 
 
Bright from the Start, the state agency that regulates 
child care and day care centers, investigated the claims. 
According to their report, seven other children, 
interviewed separately, said the director had hit them 
with a belt. 
 
 



 

 

    In August 2012, the program was cited for staff spanking 
children and calling them stupid. In July 2013, Bright 
from the Start revoked its licensed for repeatedly failing 
to supervise children properly. Motivating Youth agreed 
to make the changes and kept its license. 
 
6/2: The director’s attorney, Virgil Adams, told 13WMAZ 
that the director had parents' permission to spank 
children at his Macon after-school program.  
 
13WMAZ also reported that the director appealed the 
license revocation.  

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 6/1 6pm, 11pm 4 minutes Three men accused of running a real-estate scam sued 
county officials and others for $100 million, claiming 
they were victims of a racist conspiracy. They filed a 
federal lawsuit in U.S. District Court in Macon. The 
defendants include District Attorney David Cooke, Bibb 
County Sheriff David Davis, Superior Court Clerk Erica 
Woodford and others. 
 
The three men were accused of filing false claims on 
homes that they didn't own. All three were charged with 
making false statements. One, a Bibb County deputy, 
was fired and also charged with violating his oath as a 
law officer. 
 
Sheriff David Davis said the men are suspected of being 
members of "sovereign citizen movement groups," that 
have filed similar lawsuits elsewhere. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 6/8, 6/11, 
6/18 

5pm, 6pm 5 minutes On June 8
th

, the Houston County Sheriff's Office began 
to investigate more than $10,000 missing along with 
unauthorized credit card purchases from the Warner 
Robins American Little League after WRALL President 
Cliff Rushin and Treasurer Carrie O'Brien filed a report to 
the sheriff’s office.  
 
According to the report, former WRALL president Joseph 
Stella admitted using the card to buy things for his home 
and renovations. He and League Vice President of 
Softball Darin McDowell had WRALL credit cards in their 
possession. 
 
On June 11

th
, 13WMAZ reported that both the former 

president of the Warner Robins American Little League, 
Joseph Stella, and the vice president, Darin McDowell, 
turned themselves in to face the charges of stealing 
money from the league.  
 
McDowell was charged with six felony counts of theft by 
taking while Stella was charged with seven counts of 
fiduciary theft by taking.  
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News and 
CBS Special Reports 

6/18, 6/19,  
6/22-6/26 

5pm, 6pm, 
11pm and 
special 
report on 
6/26 

1 hour total 13WMAZ reported developments in the shooting at 
Emanuel AME Church in Charleston p.m. that killed nine 
people. Reports on 6/18 followed developments on the 
search for the suspect and his arrest. 
 
Also on 6/18 13WMAZ interviewed pastors from two 
local churches about the crime and their concerns about 
security in their own churches. 
 
During the week of 6/22, 13WMAZ reported about the 
debate among South Carolina lawmakers whether to 
remove the Confederate flag from state government 

grounds. 
 
13WMAZ also covered several local vigils held to pray 
for the victims of the shooting. 
 
On 6/26, 13WMAZ carried the CBS News Special Report 
as President Obama delivered the eulogy at the funeral 
of Reverend Clementa Pinckney. 

Public Service Announcement Various April, 
May, 
June 

8 :60 spots PSA Ad Council – “Child Passenger Safety” encourages 
parents and caregivers to double check their car seats 
for their kids. 

Public Service Announcement Various April, May, 
June 

60   :30 spots 
 

TVB Project Road Block – “Bad Daters” encourages not 
to drink and drive.  

Public Service Announcement Various April, May, 
June 

11   :30 spots 
52   :60 spots 
 

Joyful Heart Foundation – “Anthem”, “Excuses”, 
“Speechless” helps to heal, educate and empower 
survivors of sexual assault, domestic violence and child 
abuse, and to shed light on the situation. 

Public Service Announcement Various April, May, 
June 

69   :60 spots 
 

National Crime Prevention – “Elderly” helps to address 
the causes of crime and violence and reduce the 
opportunities for crime to occur.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

    I Local Issue: Government  

 
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 4/14, 6/3 6pm 5 minutes 13WMAZ continued its ongoing coverage of the new 
Macon-Bibb government during the quarter.  
 
In April, Commissioners took the first steps in unanimously 
approving retirement packages for 360 eligible employees. 
The county leaders estimate that they will save up to $12 
million in salaries in next year's budget as they 
encouraged at least 200 eligible employees to retire early. 
The packages were one proposal by Mayor Robert 
Reichert to make budget cuts. The retirement packages 
include different multiplier percentages, which determine 
how much money an employee would receive in 
retirement. They vary depending on whether they worked 
for the former city or former county. 
 
 
13MWAZ reported that on June 3

rd
, Macon-Bibb officials 

said so far 115 people have applied to retire early under 
the county's early retirement incentive program, but more 
could apply by the July 31 deadline. 40 of those are 
firemen and more than 45 are in other county 
departments, Julie Moore, the county's budget manager 
said. 
 
The administration's goal was that 200 eligible employees 
would take the buyout, but officials said they're budgeting 
in fiscal 2016 as if only 93 will retire. Officials estimate $3 
million in salary savings, if about 100 people retire. 
 
Commissioner Virgil Watkins said instead of focusing on 
how many are leaving, he wants to know how many 
workers a department needs to run smoothly while not 
sacrificing services to taxpayers. 
 
"We're making some major cuts. So what actual 
differences will we see in operations?" he said. 
 
Some also worry the administration is over-estimating 
how much money the county will bring in next year by 
several million dollars. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 4/10 6pm 2 minutes 13WMAZ reported about a proposed ethanol pipeline in 
south Bibb County that has some people concerned about 
their health and their water. A ruptured jet-fuel pipeline 
contaminated domestic water wells in the area over thirty 
years ago. The Department of Transportation and county 
engineers have approved a new ethanol pipeline along 
Barnes Ferry Road, off Highway 247. 
 
Arthur Hubbard, former Bibb County Planning and Zoning 
commissioner, says he is uneasy, even though Epic's 
lawyer said the new pipeline will be safe. 
"Right now, with the ethanol coming in, we're already 
experiencing a problem with a fuel line being busted, and 
trying to clean it up," said Hubbard. "Before we can clean 
up one problem, we are having a problem added to that." 
 
People in the neighborhood said the company that now 
owns the old jet-fuel pipeline checks the groundwater 
monthly and there have been no recent problems. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 4/20 11pm 2 minutes Former Milledgeville Mayor Richard Bentley, accused of 
insurance fraud, turned himself into the Baldwin County 
sheriff’s office.  
 
According to a news release that was sent to 13WMAZ by 
the Georgia Insurance Commission, Bentley was arrested 
and charged with five counts of issuing fraudulent 
certificates of insurance and seven counts of 
misappropriation of insurance premiums. 
 
The release said that more than $34,000 dollars in 
premium money was misappropriated by Bentley, who 
owned Wilkerson Insurance Agency in Milledgeville. It also 
said that Bentley allegedly kept premium payments 
received from several customers for insurance coverage 
and transferred the money for his own use instead of 
sending it to the insurer. Bentley also issued fraudulent 
certificates of insurance to customers when they tried to 
purchase insurance through his agency. 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 4/21 and 
5/13 

6pm and 
11pm 

5 minutes On 4/21, senior citizens told Macon-Bibb County 
commissioners they're not moving to the Bloomfield 
Recreation Center without a fight. That's the building the 
county planned to renovate with $2.7 million in SPLOST 
money. Officials looked at several locations, including the 
Macon Health Club downtown, the empty Home Depot 
building off Eisenhower Parkway and Central City Park. But 
they told seniors some of those options weren't feasible 
and that an entirely new building would cost more than 
what's allotted in the budget. Renovating an existing 
building, such as the Bloomfield Recreation Center, and 
the old Gilead school next door, would allow for a better 
facility that included more amenities seniors asked for, 
officials said. The county has already approved spending 
more than $18,000 for architectural design plans to 
renovate the Bloomfield-Gilead Center. Seniors first 
started fighting for a new center last year, when the 
county built a new animal welfare center first. Former 
Bibb County Commissioner Lonzy Edwards addressed 
county officials, arguing seniors have contributed to the 
community their whole lives and deserve respect. 
Edwards argued the Bloomfield location would isolate 
seniors from medical facilities and that SPLOST documents 
say the money is allotted for a new senior center. 
 
 
On 5/13, 13WMAZ reported that Macon-Bibb County 
announced that they will set aside more than $8.2 million 
for a new recreation center in south Bibb on Hartley 
Bridge Road. It's a 120-acre plot of land with just as many 
ideas for what will land there. 
 
Some of that money has already been spent, but county 
leaders want the community to propose what they want 
built there with the remaining $7.6 million. 
The county commission will decide which items take 
priority after hearing what people think during three 
community meetings. 
 
The remaining $7.6 million will be used to build the first 
phase of the Sub South Recreation Center once 
community and county leaders decide what the most 
pressing priority is. 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 4/27 5pm 2 minutes 13WMAZ reported that Commissioner Virgil Watkins 
wants tighter regulations on establishments that promote 
gambling. He said that he is targeting stores or bars that 
have gaming machines and sell alcohol. 
 
Georgia law makes cash payouts from gaming machines 
illegal. Players can legally earn lottery tickets or store 
credit for gas and food, but not for alcohol or tobacco. 
 
"I consider these predatory businesses," Watkins told 
13WMAZ Monday. "It's a major addiction and folks in our 
county are spending lots of money on it." 
 
He proposed a resolution to the committee that would 
require establishments with four or more of those gaming 
machines and sell alcohol, to pay an annual fee. It'd cost 
$5,000 or 1 percent of wages from those machines, 
whichever is less. 
 
If county commissioners vote to pass the resolution, these 
types of businesses would be classified as "adult arcades" 
and would require a special license to operate gaming 
machines on-site. 
 
He says the revenue from license fees would be reinvested 
into special county agencies that help low-income 
residents with credit counseling and therapy for addiction 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 5/5 11pm 1 minute An ethics controversy between Macon-Bibb 
commissioners began over how the consultants who 
handle county retirement money were chosen.  
 
Several officials complained at an opening meeting that 
took place in early May saying that the selecting process 
that chose the company was "unethical" and designed to 
favor Independent Portfolio Consultants, a Florida-based 
consultant group. 
 
Macon-Bibb commissioners voted 7 to 2 last fall to hire 
IPC as the pension fund managers, after a bid process and 
after county manager Dale Walker recommended the 
company for the job. 

    Earlier, Mayor Robert Reichert vetoed a resolution that 
would have started another bid process for investment 
consultants for the county's pension funds. He said he felt 
that would create a negative impression to retirees and to 
the finance market. He also said he believes the company 
is doing "exceptional" work. 
 
Commissioner Larry Schlesinger, along with 
Commissioners Gary Bechtel, Bert Bivins, and Virgil 
Watkins, voted to override the Mayor's veto. That 
ultimately failed, as the five other commissioners voted to 
sustain the Mayor's veto. 



 

 

13WMAZ Close Up 5/16 Noon 30 minutes State Representative Allen Peake, District 141, discussed 
several issues. He talked about his recent loss to win the 
majority leadership in the State House and his future 
political plans. He also discussed the need for leaders from 
central Georgia in the General Assembly. He discussed a 
tax credit for people who invest in low income 
communities, possible creation of a Georgia Sports Fund 
Commission and the Religious Freedom Act. He said he 
believed the proposal will resurface in the General 
Assembly when legislators convene in January 2016.Peake 
said he supports religious freedom. But he said lawmakers 
will have difficulty carving out legislation that guarantees 
religious freedom, while making sure it doesn't open the 
door for discrimination against gays and others. "This has 
been a very difficult issue and one that's tough to 
address," Peake said. "I have a gay brother and I love him 
dearly and will love him 'til the day he dies, and I want to 
make sure that he's never discriminated against for his 
sexual orientation." Several states considered religious 
freedom laws earlier this year; Indiana's governor signed 
such a law but then said it needed changes. Proponents 
say the bill was needed to make sure government doesn't 
encroach on people's religious beliefs. Critics say the law 
could open the door to discrimination against gays and 
minorities. 

Peake said he does want legislation that would 
make sure religious people aren't required to 
be involved in activities that would violate their 
beliefs. 

 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 5/12 and 
5/19 

5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

 7 minutes Mayor Robert Reichert unveiled fiscal 2016's budget of 
$147 million, which has shrunk considerably from the 
current year. That's a $12 million cut from fiscal 2015. 
 
"We are asking our department heads and our employees 
to do more with less," Reichert told 13WMAZ. "They have 
been responsive to this point, which is why I am so proud 
of our department heads and all of our employees for 
being willing to put the shoulder to the wheel and push 
the wagon along. I think this budget can leave no doubt in 
anybody's mind that consolidated government is more 
efficient and more effective. We're able to avoid 
duplication and overlap." 
 
Under the proposal, most county departments and 
outside agencies will see a five percent funding cut. 
 
For example, funding for the Tubman African-American 
Museum and the Museum of Arts and Sciences is 
expected to drop from $237,500 to $225,625 each. 
 
During last year's budget process, there was controversy 
when Reichert's proposed budget slashed funding for 
outside agencies, such as for indigent care at the Medical 
Center Navicent Health, Paratransit Services, and for the 
Tubman African-American Museum and the Museum of 
Arts and Sciences. 
 
Despite the shrinking budget, Reichert said taxpayers 
won't be shortchanged. The county's five main focus areas 
are economic and community development, safe 
neighborhoods and communities, efficient and effective 
government, infrastructure improvement and quality of 
life. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 5/12 and 
5/19 

5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

 7 minutes The consolidation charter mandated a 20 percent cut over 
five years by fiscal 2018. County officials said they're 
ahead of schedule, having reduced the initial budget so far 
by 15 percent. 
 
On 5/19, 13WMAZ reported that Macon-Bibb leaders 
estimated they'll have to dip into their reserves by as 
much as $8 million to balance the current budget. County 
officials said they didn't bring in as much sales revenue or 
franchise fees as they had expected in fiscal 2015. 
 
Commissioner Virgil Watkins says though it's not ideal to 
cut into the $33 million the county has stored away in 
reserve funds, it could be worse. 
"Right now, it's not really a problem because we have the 
cash, but you think about what position that puts us in 5 
to 6 years from now," Watkins said. That's why Watkins 
said commissioners need to be cautious when working out 
Mayor Robert Reichert's proposed fiscal 2016 budget of 
$147 million. That's $12 million less than it was for fiscal 
2015. 
 
Reichert said he's hopeful new projects such as the 
Mercer lofts and retail, along with the Kumho tire plant, 
will increase sales revenue next year. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 5/19 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

4 minutes In a council meeting held in the middle of May, Mayor 
Randy Toms announced the Warner Robins preliminary 
budget proposal for the 2016 fiscal year. He said because 
they brought in more money in revenues last year, taxes 
will not go up if this budget is approved. There would also 
be a $100,000 increase to the city's group health fund. 
 
This year, the balanced $37.8 million dollar budget will 
have some moderate changes. One of those changes is a 
proposed 2 percent pay raise for full-time city employees. 
 
He predicted about a two percent increase in spending, 
but that will be offset from a surplus of money from last 
year. He also recommended a slight increase to the 
sanitation fund because of higher costs. In general, he said 
the city is in good shape financially. 



 

 

13WMAZ Close Up 5/30 Noon 30 minutes 
 

Milledgeville mayoral candidates Melba Burrell, Floyd 
Griffin Jr. and Gary Thrower appeared on the program. 
They discussed the performance of City Manager Barry 
Jarrett, transparency in city government and each 
discussed their plan for their first 90 days in office. 
 
They discussed the type of government structure needed 
in Milledgville, strong mayor weak council or weak mayor 
strong council. They talked about economic development 
and jobs and the proposed merger of Milledgeville and 
Baldwin County governments. 
 
James Sheppard says he wants to see more economic 
development in the place he's called home for more than 
fifty years. He also says consolidation is something he 
would like to see come to Milledgeville and Baldwin 
County.  "I think consolidation is a good thing," Sheppard 
said. "You know people have different opinions about it, 
but anytime we can save any kind of tax payer money, I 
really feel like that's a good thing." But how are the 
candidates planning to change the city? Melba Burrell says 
a transparent government and economic development is 
on her agenda." Economic development. We need jobs," 
she said. "I lost 30 percent of my business when we lost 
7,000 jobs, and that's been seven years ago. We have not 
regained that, and the reason we've not regained it is 
because our government is not working for the people." 
Former Milledgeville Mayor Floyd Griffin says he wants to 
provide the city with leadership to move the city forward 
and improve its reputation. He says his experience in 
politics is what sets him aside from the other candidates.  
"Help move Milledgeville forward and to improve the 
image of the community which has taken a hit over the 
last year or so," Griffin said. 
Businessman Gary Thrower says he has confidence in city 
council and its employees. If elected mayor, he will let 
them do their jobs. He says he doesn't have any political 
experience, but says that's exactly what the city needs.  
"Rebuilding what we've always had is a fairly good, 
trusting relationship with the community," Thrower said. 
"These people that I'll be working with are hardworking, 
honest people that I've known for my entire life. So we'll 
be building on those relationships." 
Burrell, Griffin and Thrower all agree that more jobs 
should be created and there should be transparency 
within the local government. Each of them want to be the 
one to help make that happen. 
 

 
 13WMAZ Close Up 6/6 Noon 30 minutes John Swint, chairman of the Bibb County Democratic 
Party, discussed his experience and a number of topics, 
including: efforts to end local party in-fighting under his 
leadership, preparing for 2016 elections, with a possible 
Hillary Clinton visit to Macon, Board of Elections proposed 
precinct reductions, a new group called Democrats of 
Middle Georgia, the challenges of a political party winning 
the White House more than eight consecutive years, and 
local U.S. House of Representatives races. 

 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 6/9, 6/16 6pm 3 minutes The Macon-Bibb County committee approved the fiscal 
2016 bidget and adopted a $147.6 million budget for fiscal 
2016, after the operations and finance committee 
approved the proposed budget 4-1. The budget eliminates 
the remaining half of the former city of Macon's property 
taxes and cuts the budget of most county departments by 
five percent each. 
 
But Commissioner Virgil Watkins, the only committee 
member who voted against the budget, says he's 
concerned the administration is over-estimating revenues 
by several million dollars. 
 
"I can't in good conscience vote for this budget," he said. 
"The administration doesn't seem to think [over-
projecting revenues is] that serious of an issue, that it's 
something that we will be able to easily work out in the 
coming months. I see it as a greater problem that has 
some long-term implications, not only for our city budget 
but for the quality of services we provide." 
 
County officials estimate they will have to use about $8 
million in savings to balance the current budget because 
they over-projected revenues in fiscal 2015. 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 6/10 6pm 3 minutes With a unanimous vote, the Macon-Bibb County Board of 
Elections reduced the number of voting precincts from 37 
to 33.In addition to those moves in the Godfrey area, the 
elections board moved the Glenwood Hills Church precinct 
to the Beulahland Bible Church precinct. 
 
In the Hazard area, the Macon Mall precinct moves to 
Middle Georgia State College. The North Macon 
Presbyterian Church precinct moves to the Mabel White 
Baptist Church precinct in the Howard area. 
 
The board originally proposed reducing the precinct 
number to 26. But it created an advisory committee to 
determine how voters felt about the proposal. The 
committee held two public hearings. Advisory Committee 
Chairman Quinton Tard told the board that everyone at 
the hearings opposed reducing the number of precincts. 
 
Board members said they decided to reduce the number 
of precincts after the Macon-Bibb consolidated 
government cut the board's operating budget. 

13WMAZ Close Up 6/13 Noon 30 minutes State Representative James Beverly discussed Board of 
Elections precinct reductions, efforts to improve the 
Eisenhower Parkway area, Georgia Court of Appeals 
judges, the gun carry law at Hartsfield-Jackson Airport, the 
Governor’s veto of the tax credit bill, the Religious 
Freedom Act and how colleges and universities handle sex 
cases. 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 6/15, 6/16 6pm and 
11pm 

3 minutes The Milledgeville mayoral race will be going to a runoff.   
Former Milledgeville Mayor Floyd Griffin and Businessman 
Gary Thrower received the most votes, but neither 
received the 50% needed to win. Griffin received 44%, 
Thrower got 33%, and in third place, Melba Burrell, who 
received 22%. 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 6/17 11pm 2 minutes 13WMAZ reported that Houston County is looking at a 
proposed $110 million budget for the next fiscal year 
which is $150,000 more than the 2015 budget.  
 
Commissioner Chairman Tommy Stalnaker said, "We are 
going to give the employees a three percent cost of living 
raise, and that is directly attributed to the cost savings the 
employees in the departments have created, not only in 
the current fiscal year, but in previous fiscal years that 
we're able to do that." 
 
"We're beginning to upgrade the 911 system, which is 
SPLOST dollars," he said. "The 2012 SPLOST set aside 
money for that, and that's going to be a $6-plus million 
improvement." 
 
The commission also agreed to pay Houston Healthcare 
for the building that used to be the old Houston Mall. 
 
The commission also plans to use one million dollars of 
reserve funds $1 million improvement for the Perry-
Houston County airport. 
 
 13WMAZ Close Up 6/20 Noon 30 minutes Candidates for the District 146 House seat, Shaw 
Blackmon, Kelly Burke, and Larry Walker III appeared on 
the program.  The candidates shared their views on a 
variety of topics including bringing industry to Houston 
County, open government, gun laws, a minimum wage 
increase, education funding and more. They debated the 
merits of a tax increase that starts July 1st, to fund state-
wide transportation improvements. Burke said, "The 
legislature, last year, switched us from a gas sales tax, 
excise tax formula to just an excise tax. A flat rate would 
have been 20 cents a gallon tax, equivalent to what were 
paying today. Come July 1st, instead of 20 cents, it's 26 
cents. Diesel 29 cents. I would repeal that, go back and 
look at better ways to fund DOT, to fund our 
infrastructure, besides a six cents a gallon gas tax." Burke 
said repealing the tax would be the first bill he would file, 
if elected to the seat. Larry Walker III said, "I think that's 
fruitless to talk about repealing the transportation bill. It's 
not going to happen. The governor supported it. The 
Republican governor, the Republican speaker, the majority 
of the Republicans in the Senate and House supported it. 
It's not gonna be repealed. It's fruitless to talk about 
repealing it. We do need good transportation in Georgia 
for safety and economic development. My job if elected 
will be to make sure Houston County gets its fair share of 
transportation funds to continue improving our 
infrastructure."  Walker said he did not have a "first bill" in 
mind at this time, if elected. 
 



 

 

    In response to the question about House Bill 170, 
Blackmon said, "I think it would be very difficult to see the 
kind of return that is desired out of the increase in taxes. I 
would not have voted for that tax increase. It was not 
smart. With respect to the repeal that Mr. Burke has 
spoken about, I think there's a better way to do it. We can 
look at comprehensive tax reform, maybe look at places 
like Tennessee and Florida that don't have a state income 
tax, and see if we can do something about that, and make 
our state more competitive to business and industry in 
general." Blackmon said one his first priorities would be 
reducing the size of government. He suggested taking five 
laws off the books, for every new law that is passed. 

Election Day is Tuesday July 14th. 

 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 6/22 6pm 1 minute Thanks to a partnership between county and city leaders, 
part of the Old Houston Mall will become a new voting 
precinct. The new location will allow voters to go to the 
same place to vote in both city and county elections. 
 
The space was originally bought by Houston Healthcare to 
use exclusively by the hospital, but it expanded to serve 
more of Houston County. 
 
"The county would like to contribute to that so they can 
continue to have the voting precinct and use it for other 
county purposes," explains Sonny Watson, Chairman of 
the Houston County Health System Board of Trustees. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 6/29 11pm 2 minutes Georgia’s supreme court reinstated the Gordon city 
attorney stating that the mayor of Gordon had no right to 
hire a new city attorney after some city council members 
tried to fire the previous one. This was the second time in 
June the court ruled on Gordon politics and Mayor Mary 
Ann Whipple-Lue.  
 
The ruling said last year's vote to fire City Attorney Joseph 
Boone, who held the job for 35 years, was invalid. 
 
Opponents accuse Whipple-Lue of mishandling city money 
and personnel records and holding illegal meetings. 
Whipple-Lue said she's done nothing wrong and that she's 
been targeted because she's a black woman. 

     
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.legis.ga.gov/Legislation/en-US/display/20152016/HB/170
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Program Date Time Duration Description 

     

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 4/10 6pm 2 minutes Several Central Georgians laced up their running 
shows to support those living with multiple sclerosis. 
The annual Multiple Sclerosis Walk is designed to 
bring hope and support to the local MS community. 
One young Central Georgia resident, Brittney Foster, 
who was diagnosed with this disease, along with her 
mother has started a support group so that other kids 
and teens living with MS can support each other after 
receiving an MS diagnosis. 
 
Sue and Brittany walked in the MS walk to bring hope 
and attention to the unpredictable disease. Funds 
from the race went to help the more than 2.3 million 
people living with MS worldwide. 

CBS Religion and Culture 
Special 

4/19 6:30 a.m. 30 minutes “Faith, Hope & the Burden of Addiction” – an 
interfaith special examining how the nation’s 
prescription drug and heroin epidemic is affecting 
communities in America, and what can be done to lift 
the shame and stigma of addiction. According to the 
Centers for Disease Control, there are more deaths 
from opioids in this country than from car accidents 
and gunshot wounds. (1) Michael Botticelli, Director of 
the White House Office of National Drug Control 
Policy, discusses the Obama administration’s efforts to 
reduce illicit drug use as it moves from the cities to 
the suburbs.  (2) Scientific advances of the last twenty 
years have changed how we understand addiction as a 
chronic brain disease. Dr. David Gastfriend, CEO of 
Treatment Research Institute (TRI), in Philadelphia, 
PA, and Dr. Kathleen Meyers, a TRI Senior Research 
Scientist, explain why legal and illegal drugs of today 
are especially dangerous in the hands of young people 
and why more efforts around prevention and 
intervention are needed. (3) Rev. Richard Cizik, 
President of the New Evangelical Partnership for the 
Common Good in Washington, D.C., lost his 23-year-
old son to a heroin overdose in December 
2013. Today, Rev. Cizik shares his story to raise 
awareness about the vulnerability of young people to 
illicit drug use and believes the faith community could 
be doing more to help reduce the stigma of addiction. 
(4) In Scituate, MA, a grassroots coalition was formed 
in response to the opioid epidemic in young adults. (5) 
Meghann Perry, a native of Scituate, discusses her 18-
year struggle to overcome an addiction to heroin. 
Clean for the past five years, she credits her recovery, 
in part, to connecting with her spiritual self and 
community. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Special 4/26 11:30 am 90 minutes 13WMAZ produced and aired a 90-minute program 
for the St. Jude Dream Home Giveaway. The program 
was the finale of a three month fundraiser for St. 
Jude. The program highlighted the work of St. Jude, 
featured interviews with local families and the work 
being done to fight childhood cancer. The prizes were 
also part of the excitement of the show. Shannon 
Glover was the grand prize winner of the Giveaway for 
the dream house on Houston Lake Country Club. 
 
All total, Central Georgians gave over $700,000 to 
support St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 5/13, 5/26 6pm and 
11pm 

5 minutes On May 13
th

, WMAZ reported that some Milledgeville 
doctors expressed concern over the future of their 
Oconee Regional Medical Center. That's after 
Navicent Health agreed to help manage the hospital 
back in October because of Oconee's financial 
troubles. 
 
"Navicent has told us and and our board has reflected 
exactly what Navicent has said, that they're going to 
decrease our bed census to about 40 beds a day," King 
said. "By the way they are projecting themselves, they 
are decreasing our service lines." Oconee announced 
about a dozen layoffs. King said those layoffs show 
that Navicent is not helping the hospital move 
forward. 
 
However, David Groseclose, the chairman of the 
hospital board, says Navicent is working with them to 
improve Oconee, not take over. "The feeling was to 
maintain the local control of the community hospital 
that this was the best approach we could take," said 
Groseclose. 
 
Groseclose blamed the hospital's financial problems 
on more than $18 million in uncompensated medical 
care in 2014. Groseclose said they've laid off about 75 
people over the last two years. Oconee Regional has 
75 patient beds, 566 employees, and an annual 
budget of about $70 million. 

    5/26: The Oconee Regional delivered a statement 
regarding the CEO resignation. CEO Jean Aycock told 
the board she would resign after some financial 
problems that lead to layoffs at the hospital.  
 
Dr. Anil Puri said Oconee Regional Medical Center CEO 
Jean Aycock's resignation tells people that their 
messages are getting through. 
"I think that her resignation sends a strong message," 
Puri said. "It sends a strong message to the people of 
this community that their voice is important, their 
health care is important and their voice will be heard." 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 6/19 Noon, 5pm, 
6pm 

5 minutes A free clinic hosted by the Georgia Mission of Mercy 
and Georgia Dental Association was held in Central 
Georgia. More than 600 dentists took part in the clinic 
and around 1,200 volunteers also helped with 
greeting people and translating. 
 
"This morning, I got here at about 3:00 and there were 
already at least a thousand people in line," said Dr. 
Jimmy Cassidy, "Our goal is to treat 1,000 patients a 
day for two days." 
 
The groups have hosted two clinics before in 2011 and 
2013 in the Atlanta area. This was their first time in 
Central Georgia. 
 
The clinic offered fillings, root canals, and even some 
oral surgery.  

Public Service Announcement Various April, May, 
June 

20     :30 spots PSA America Cancer Society - “Unfunded Research” 
raises awareness for research for cancer. 

Public Service Announcement Various April, May, 
June 

65    :60 spots PSA America Diabetes Association – “One Step At A 
Time” raised awareness for diabetes in America. 

Public Service Announcement Various April, May, 
June 

25  :30 spots PSA Alzheimers – “Alzheimers Awareness” raises 
awareness for Alzhemier’s disease.  

Public Service Announcement Various April, May, 
June 

31  :30 spots PSA Ad Council – “Autism Awareness/ Truck” raises 
awareness of and increases parental knowledge about 
the prevalence of autism.  

Public Service Announcement Various May, June 54  :60 spots PSA American Heart Association – “Stroke” raises 
awareness for those who may be at risk of a stroke. 

Public Service Announcement Various May, June 43  :60 spots PSA American Heart Association – “Heart Disease” 
raises awareness for those women who may be at risk 
of heart disease. 

Public Service Announcement Various May, June 21  :30 spots PSA American Red Cross – “K Barnes” raises 
awareness for the American Red Cross. 

Public Service Announcement Various April, May, 
June 

20  :30 spots PSA Ad Council – “High Blood Pressure” raises 
awareness of the consequences of living with high 
blood pressure. 



 

 

Public Service Announcement Various April, 
May, June 

93 :60 spots 
36  :30 spots 
3     :15 spots 

PSA Special Olympics – “Champions Together” shows 
the movement pioneered by a powerful youth 
community that believes in creating communities of 
acceptance, dignity, empowerment and joy every day 
for people with intellectual disabilities around the 
world. 

Public Service Announcement Various April, 
May, June 

76 :60 spots PSA St. Jude Research Hospital – Raises awareness for 
childhood cancer and the top hospital that treats 
cancer in children 

Public Service Announcement Various April, May,  
June 

49   :60 spots 
 

PSA Do Great Campaign – “Do Great” addresses the 
essential elements of support for those who have 
cancer. 

Public Service Announcement Various May 75  :30 spots 
 

PSA Ronald McDonald Run – A run to raise awareness 
for the Ronald McDonald house in Macon. 13WMAZ 
sponsored this event. 

Public Service Announcement Various April, May 4    :30 spots 
30  :60 spots 
 
 

PSA March of Dimes – Promoting a walk for a 
foundation that helps babies with illnesses. 

Public Service Announcement Various April, May 123   :30 spots 
 

PSA Relay for Life – Promoting a walk/race for the 
American Cancer Society. 13WMAZ sponsored all of 
the Relay for Life events in Central Georgia. 

Public Service Announcement Various April, May 6      :30 spots 
 

PSA Stand Up to Cancer – Raising awareness for 
cancer research. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 I Local Issue: Military  

 
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

60 Minutes 4/5 7pm 15 minutes “Homeland Security” – an interview with U.S. 
Homeland Security Secretary Jeh Johnson, fourteen 
months into his tenure. Topics include: the rise of 
homegrown terrorism and the threat of domestic 
recruitment for ISIS (ISIL); 2015 study of the 
department; his decision to order a drone strike which 
killed Anwar al-Awlaki, an American-turned-terrorist in 
Yemen; overseeing an array of 22 federal agencies; and 
the 9/11 attacks in which he personally witnessed the 
destruction of the World Trade Center. Also includes 
an interview with Clark Evans, the former inspector 
general of the Department of Homeland Security. (C: 
Lesley Stahl – P: Richard Bonin) 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 4/17 6pm 2 minutes An update to a Local Supplement Agreement to the 
Master Labor Agreement was signed between Robins 
Air Force Base and the American Federation of 
Government Employees Local 987. The document, last 
updated in 1982, and was a culmination of nearly three 
years of negotiations from management and labor 
teams from across Robins. 
 
"This gives us a chance from both union and 
management at Robins to realize that we have more in 
common than we have things that divide us - we have 
a common interest," said Steve Stant, AFGE Local 987 
vice president of maintenance and 561st Aircraft 
Maintenance Squadron mechanic. 
 

60 Minutes 4/19 7pm 15 minutes “A Crime Against Humanity” – a report on the August 
2013 Sarin nerve gas attack on Syrian residents in the 
suburbs of Damascus which U.S. authorities estimate 
killed over 1,400 civilians, including many children. The 
rockets delivering the gas were types used by the 
Syrian army and launched from land held by the 
dictatorship under Syrian President Bashar al-Assad. 
No one has been held responsible. Includes interviews 
with: Kassem Eid, resident of Moadamiyah who shared 
video from the attack; Scott Cairns, chemist and lead 
inspector for the Organization for the Prohibition of 
Chemical Weapons; and unidentified eyewitnesses of 
the attack. (C: Scott Pelley – P: Nicole Young, Katie 
Kerbstat) 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 4/23 6pm 3 minutes 13WMAZ went “Behind the Lines” to visit the Air Force 
Reserve’s Video Production Unit to see the many ways 
they share their mission and message.  
 
Winfred Johnson directs real interviews from their fully 
equipped studio. Those can reach around the world, 
through military TV and online networks. 
 
"I been in places where people will never get to go, 
and a video camera got me there," Johnson said. 
 
He says he has shot classified clips and documentaries 
for military eyes only. Johnson has traveled the world 
to places like Tokyo, Turkey, Iraq and more. He filmed 
concerts performed for the troops. 13WMAZ tagged 
along on a few of those Operations Seasons Greetings 
tours. Military budget cuts ended them several years 
ago. 
 
Msgt. Chance Babin, shoots most of his stories, 
profiling airmen and their missions inside the United 
States. "We want everybody to know our story." That's 
a big job with only a handful of Air Force Reserve 
reporters throughout the U.S.," he said. 
 
Babin is a man of many talents, filming for TV, 
snapping still photography and writing for Reserve 
magazine, "The Citizen Airmen." 
 
The magazine goes out to 74,000 reservists, Babin said. 
The Production Unit puts out the news and 
information the Air Force reserve needs now, and 
equally as important, preserves their history through 
print and pictures. The Air Force Reserve production 
shop provides training to Airmen from across the 
country. The only similar set-up is a combat camera 
wing located at Hill Air Force Base in Utah. 

60 Minutes 4/26 7pm 20 minutes “The Battle Above” – a report on the US Air Force’s 
Space Command (AFSPC) and its task of launching and 
protecting the satellites in space on which our daily life 
and national security have come to depend.  With no 
worldwide agreement regarding a code of conduct for 
space operations, the Chinese tested an anti-satellite 
weapon two years ago. Now AFSPC, with billions of 
dollars from the Pentagon, is making new satellites 
more maneuverable to evade attack and also more 
resistant to jamming. Includes interviews with: General 
John Hyten, Commander, AFSPC; Colonel Bill Cooley, 
Director of Global Positioning Systems (GPS) at the 
Space and Missile Systems Center; Lieutenant Colonel 
Todd Benson, Commander, 2nd Space Operations 
Squadron; Lieutenant General Jay Raymond, 
Commander, Joint Functional Component Command 
for Space; Brian Weeden, technical adviser to the 
Secure World Foundation; and Deborah Lee James, Air 
Force Secretary. (C: David Martin – P: Andy Court) 



 

 

60 Minutes 5/3 7pm 12 minutes “The Lesson of War” – a report on the effects of the 
ongoing conflict between Gaza and Israel upon the 
children who live amid the fighting, which began in 
1947. Last summer, Israel and the Palestinians of Gaza 
led by Hamas, fought their bloodiest war since 1967. 
More than 500 children in Gaza died, and the child 
survivors of both sides are feeling scared, anxious, and 
withdrawn. Includes interviews with: Rachelle 
Fraenkel, mother of Naftali Fraenkel, 16-year-old 
Israeli boy who was kidnapped and shot by Palestinian 
terrorists; Scott Anderson, deputy director in Gaza of 
the U.N. Relief and Works Agency; Dr. Jim Gordon, 
psychiatrist assisting both sides of the conflict and 
founder and director of The Center for Mind-Body 
Medicine; Azar Jendia (through translator), child in 
Gaza; and Ahmed Karim Audha, Gaza civilian 
(translated by Scott Pelley). (C: Scott Pelley – P: Ashley 
Velie) 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 5/7 6pm 3 minutes Robins workers in the F-15 shops reached a milestone. 
 
After more than a year of changing the way they make 
repairs, they're not only producing more aircraft, but 
producing them on time.  
 
The F-15 maintenance workers are known as the Eagle 
Keepers. They are the men and women who tear 
down, build-up and return to flight the F-15s at Robins. 
 
But for several years, they didn't return enough of 
them to the Air Force fleet. For 22 months none, as in 
zero, went back to service on-time. 
 
Air Logistics Complex Commander Brigadier General 
Walter Lindsley said, "For the first time since 2009, we 
produced eight F-15s in the month of April. Two of 
those actually yielded on time. Two were on time start 
to finish. They made it all the way through the machine 
for the first time in 22 months." 
 
Base leaders identified best practices for F-15 repairs 
and the metrics to measure progress last year. 
 
Then in January, workers started following that path. 
They meet at the beginning and end of every shift, so 
every team member knows the game plan. 
 
Lindsley said, "Now, you have not only the 
management fully understanding what the plan of 
attack is and synchronizing to that plan, but you have 
the entire professional workforce, technical team 
doing so." 
 
Lindsley says the Eagle Keepers set a goal of continuing 
to produce eight F-15s each month, with each one 
passing through the cycle in 24 days. 



 

 

13WMAZ Close Up: Robins 
Air Force Base 

5/9 and 
5/10 

5/9 noon; 
5/10 
5:30pm 

30 minutes 
each 

13WMAZ produced and aired a 30 minute special to 
update the community on Robins Air Force Base. The 
Base is the area’s largest employer. The episode 
featured interviews with Brigadier General Walter 
Lindsley. One key topic was the workforce and delivery 
times. Robins workers in the F-15 shops reached a 
milestone.  After more than a year of changing the way 
they make repairs, they're not only producing more 
aircraft, but producing them on time. 

Lindsley said, "For the first time since 2009, we 
produced eight F-15s in the month of April. Two of 
those actually yielded on time. Two were on time start 
to finish. They made it all the way through the machine 
for the first time in 22 months." Base leaders identified 
best practices for F-15 repairs and the metrics to 
measure progress last year. Then in January, workers 
started following that path. They meet at the 
beginning and end of every shift, so every team 
member knows the game plan. 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 5/29 6pm 3 minutes 13WMAZ went “Behind the Lines” to see how The 
Robins Air Force Base Elite Guards thwart attacks and 
handle controversies directed at their duties. 
 
Before dawn or until after dusk, the two-dozen elite 
guard members stand on the lookout. Their antennas 
are attuned to anything out of the ordinary. 
"If a driver is doing anything suspicious or doesn't 
belong here," Sgt. John Duffin said. They intercept the 
constant flow of cars, about 6,000 a day, with warm 
welcomes. 
 
The gate guards came under fire a few years ago for 
appearing unapproachable and unprofessional. A year 
ago, the guard revamped, retrained and opened more 
lanes during peak times. They also started short shifts; 
6.5 hours instead of eight. 
 
They see their welcomes as just a level below security 
in importance. "A lot of people come on base and 
don't realize they wouldn't be able to work on base, if 
there weren't people up here protecting them," Taylor 
said. They stand ready for what each arrival may bring, 
whether that requires a gun or a greeting. 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 6/25 6pm 2 minutes The Robins Air Force Base welcomed a new 
commander. The passing of the flag served as the 
passing of the torch from Colonel Chris Hill to Colonel 
Jeff King. He is now the installation and 78th Air Base 
Wing as installation commander. He served as 
commander of the 18th Maintenance Group at the 
Kadena Air Base in Japan. 
 
After two years of service at Robins Air Force Base, Hill 
is going to work at the Pentagon. Now, King will lead 
about 5,000 people who provide different services 
including medical, civil engineering, communications, 
and security. 
 
"We will build on the outstanding relations we have 
with our local community, as well as the management 
and labor relations," King said. "We will focus on 
supporting our mission partners here on Robins Air 
Force Base. Lastly, of course, we are going to spend a 
lot of time working with the 78th Wing and taking care 
of those airmen and their families. Every airplane 
counts, the folks here at team Robins get that." 
 
 

Public Service Announcement Various January, 
February, 
March 

126 :60 spots 
 

PSA Wounded Warrior Project – “At Ease” and “Step 
Up” shows support for wounded veterans. 

Public Service Announcement Various April, May, 
June 

200 :60 spots 
 

PSA Veteran Affairs – Offers support for our veterans. 



 

 

    I Local Issue: Economy  

 

 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 4/1, 4/8, 
4/15, 4/22, 
4/29, 5/6, 
5/13, 5/20, 
5/27, 6/3,  
6/10, 6/17,  
6/24 
 
 
 

5pm 3 minutes 
each week 

Each Thursday on Eyewitness News at 5pm, a 
representative from the Georgia Department of Labor 
discusses job openings in central Georgia. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 4/1 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes After being closed for more than a year for 
renovations, the more than 200-acre Amerson River 
Park was finally ready to reopen to the public. 
13WMAZ toured the $5.5 million project. It included 
the addition of a river overlook, picnic pavilions, 
restroom facilities, canoe take-outs, paved walking 
trails and more. Eventually, if community leaders can 
raise enough money within the next five years, the 
plan is to connect the park to the Ocmulgee Heritage 
Trail. 
 
Josh Rogers, executive director of NewTown Macon, 
said many private partners raised an additional $3.5 
million for the current upgrades to the park. Much of 
that money was donated by the Peyton Anderson 
Foundation. It was a local match, after former U.S. 
Representative Jim Marshall received the $5.5 million 
in congressional funding. Rogers said he expects the 
park will become a major Macon attraction. 
 
 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 4/3 6pm 2 minutes The town of Perry formed a sports council with a 12-
member voluntary board that will actively go after fun 
events to show off the area and bring recognition to 
town known for dogwoods. Also, with a beginning 
budget of $3,000, they've created a sports council. The 
folks in Perry say sports can dump money into the area 
coffers 
 
"We're looking at things such as the Color Run or the 
Spartan Race or tennis tournaments," Sandi Smeltzer 
from the Perry Area Convention and Visitors Bureau 
said. "Well, we just want to have some skin in the 
game. There's the Georgia High School that could bring 
high school events here." 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 4/7 11pm 2 minutes Macon-Bibb commissioners voted to give the company 
that runs the Macon Centreplex $377,000 in extra 
funds. The county, facing major financial cuts in its 
fiscal 2015 budget, had carved out $800,000 for the 
year for the facility. 
 
General Manager Mark Butcher told commissioners 
the Centreplex needed more money to keep running 
through the end of the fiscal year. Butcher says they've 
doubled their revenue compared to last year but 
needed the extra money to keep them in a profit 
margin, not facing losses. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 4/7 6pm 2 minutes Macon-Bibb leaders voted unanimously to swap land 
with Mercer University. It's a deal that gives the county 
several properties, including Mercer's intramural 
fields, which will be used for the Second Street 
connector project. Meanwhile, Mercer gets the senior 
center on Adams Street, which is nearly embedded 
within its campus.  
 
"I think it'll have a strong impact on our economics and 
spur some economic growth," county commissioner 
Virgil Watkins said. "The goal was to connect our 
businesses to the college campus." 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 4/7 6pm 2 minutes After years of stalled progress on Filmore Thomas Park 
off Log Cabin Drive, plans for designs are expected to 
take place. Macon-Bibb commissioners voted to move 
forward with design plans on the park, which 
supporters say has been on the county's back-burner 
throughout several administrations. 
 
Harold Thomas, the son of the late Filmore Thomas, 
says the Bellevue community has been fighting for 
work to restart on the park for years. 
"After we had the dedication, a big pile of dirt was put 
on it, and then it got forgotten," Thomas said. 
 
The park improvements were included in the 2011 
SPLOST, approved by Bibb County voters.  
 
Commissioner Al Tillman, who pushed for work on the 
park, said it will include state-of-the-art pavilions, 
basketball courts, walking trails and a stream. 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 4/15 6pm 2 minutes The Perry Library finished with their renovations. The 
$2.4 million renovation started last summer. It's 
funded through state bonds and $800,000 from 
Houston County's special purpose local options sales 
tax or SPLOST. 
"Our children's area has been greatly expanded," said 
J. Sara Paulk, the director of the Houston county public 
library system. "We'll be able to have children's 
programs at the same that we could have a meeting 
room and have other groups meet here." She said that 
wouldn't be possible in the old building, which had 
roof problems and drainage issues. It was also not 
handicapped-accessible. 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 4/20 11pm 2 minutes Macon Action Plan put together a strategy to create a 
parking management system for downtown Macon.  
Alex Morrison, Urban Development Authority 
Executive Director, said studying parking behaviors and 
turnover rates is the first step in solving the problem. 
"Understand how the flow works and to see if there 
aren't ways to turn the parking which we have into a 
better asset for businesses," said Morrison. 
 
He said they want to make sure people know that 
there aren't just spaces on the street, but there are 
parking garages in the downtown area as well. He said 
only about 35% of the parking garages are full during 
the day. "Several of the decks are free and available 
and monitored. If safety was a concern, most of them 
do have surveillance," said Morrison. 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 5/5 5pm 1:30 The annual economic outlook showed that Houston 
county is outperforming other central Georgia counties 
as far as economic growth. Warner Robins specifically 
is showed a spike in business. 
 
A new partnership between the Robins Regional 
Chamber of Commerce and the organization SCORE 
shows their interest in promoting business. "We 
provide free advice to aspiring entrepreneurs as well 
as existing small business owners," says the director, 
Arthur Slotkin. 
 
Gloria Williams, a permit technician in Warner Robins 
says in 2014, between January and April, there were 31 
commercial building permits issued for new offices and 
retail stores. This year, there were 39. That's about a 
26 percent increase. 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 5/12 5pm 2 minutes 13WMAZ reported that Macon-Bibb County is facing 
another hurdle in how to address or shut down its 
landfill, which failed its most recent inspection. During 
its April 22nd inspection, environmental workers from 
the Department of Natural Resources rated the landfill 
a 70 score, down from 90 a few months ago. It needed 
a 75 to pass. 
 
The DNR says during its inspection, workers found 
multiple, recurring violations, including uncovered 
trash, inadequate cover, inadequate erosion control 
measures, lack of soil, wrong signage and at least three 
leachate outbreaks. They also found a methane gas 
well was missing an air control valve and was sucking 
air into its system. 
 
Officials had to explain why the violations were 
recurring. Last year, the landfill was hit with a $50,000 
fine for multiple violations. 
 
 The Tubman Museum: The 

Long Journey Home 
5/15 5:30pm 30 minutes 13WMAZ produced and aired at 30 minute special on 

the grand opening of the new Tubman museum. 
The special reviewed the history of the museum in 
Macon. The grand opening of the new building has 
taken many years. The first museum opened more 
than 30 years ago. The special also looked at the 
struggles to build the new facility. In 2001, city leaders 
broke ground on a new, bigger spot for the Tubman 
museum, but they did so without raising the needed 
funds. Over time, private donations and taxpayer 
dollars just didn't provide enough money to finish the 
multi-million dollar building in a timely fashion. The 
new Tubman Museum is nearly six times the size of the 
old, expanding from 8,500 square feet to 49,000. 
While the new museum dwarfs the other one in size, 
the budget grew at a less substantial chunk, from 
$724,000 last fiscal year to $915,000 in the new one.  
The special also provide a glimpse at some of the 
exhibits. The next planned exhibit for the museum digs 
deeper into Macon's musical heritage. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News  5/28 6pm 2 minutes Downtown Macon expected to get a face-lift due to a 
new redevelopment project proposal. MMI Capital and 
Thorton Realty Co. want to collaborate on a $50 
million development plan for downtown Macon. 
 
The proposed development includes a block located 
between First and Second streets and Poplar and Plum 
Streets. It would include a hotel, residences, retail 
space, a restaurant and a parking structure. The 
release states the parking structure will possibly break 
ground in early 2016 and the rest of the project will 
follow.  
 
A majority of the proposed development will be new 
construction. The first hotel planned is a national 
branded, limited-service hotel of almost 120 rooms. 
The condominium project would hold between 120 
and 140 units, and the release also says the parking 
structure should hold 575 parking spaces. 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 6/5 5pm,6pm 2 minutes Spokesman Chris Floore said Macon-Bibb is receiving a 
$14 million bond that will go toward tackling blight. 
 
He says they expect to reach their goal of 125 
demolished houses this year. 
 
Bibb County has been struggling with blight that is not 
going away. City officials can't keep up with the 
number of abandoned, dilapidated houses. According 
to the Macon-Bibb tax assessor's office, since 2012 the 
abandoned home's value has dropped from over 
49,000 dollars to a little over 18,000, which is a 
difference of about 57 percent.  
 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 6/8 6pm 1 minute 13WMAZ reported that the planning and zoning 
commissioners are considering getting rid of the 
county's Design Review Board. That's a volunteer 
group that has acted as consultants for decades to 
developers working with historic buildings. 
 
"They make sure that designs are historically 
appropriate in our historic districts," explains Alex 
Morrison, who is with both Urban Development and 
Historic Macon. 
 
He says those organizations work closely with the 
board to make sure older buildings are preserved and 
new buildings respect traditional features in historic 
neighborhoods. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 6/8 6pm 2 minutes Report looked at reasons business owners along the 
Eisenhower corridor could be paying more for property 
taxes each year as part of a 6-year business plan to 
improve the area. County officials said they got the 
majority of owners along the corridor to agree to an 
extra tax. 
 
Officials estimate the Middle Georgia Education 
Corridor Business Improvement District will generate 
about $330,000 a year for improvements along the 
corridor between the Macon Mall and I-475. 
 
The plan includes beautification efforts with trash and 
debris removal, increased patrol at night and on the 
weekends, and better branding as an education and 
business hub. 
 
The mall will pay up to $20,000 more in property taxes 
per year under this plan and that it's taken two years 
to get others along the corridor to agree. 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 6/17 6pm 2 minutes A plastics-packaging company plans to locate a 
manufacturing facility in Macon that will create 115 
jobs and invest more than $68 million in the 
community in the next five years, Macon Economic 
Development Commission officials announced.  
 
The commission said First Quality Packaging Solutions, 
LLC, plans to locate its flagship manufacturing facility in 
Macon. The company plans to "design, develop and 
manufacture innovative plastic packaging for the retail 
food, food service and healthcare market segments," 
officials said. 
 
First Quality Packaging Solutions is a member of the 
privately held First Quality group of companies that are 
headquartered in Great Neck, New York. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 6/18 5pm 1 minute 13WMAZ reports that the federal government is giving 
Macon-Bibb County $400,000 to assess pollution sites 
and plan the cleanup. 
 
Federal Environmental Protection Agency officials 
came to Macon to award the grant. The program is 
aimed at cleaning up polluted "brownfield" sites to get 
them ready for development. 
 
The grant includes $200,000 to assess sites polluted by 
petroleum and $200,000 for sites contaminated by 
other hazardous substances. According to the EPA, the 
money will help Macon-Bibb assess eight to 10 sites, 
organize community involvement and plan the 
cleanups. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

CBS FACE THE NATION   Sundays 10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. - noon 
 
04/05/15 Guests: Dr. Ernest Moniz, United States Secretary of Energy (1); Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Senate 

Armed Services Committee (2); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (3) (6); Margaret Brennan, CBS 
News State Department Correspondent (3) (6); David Sanger, The New York Times (3); Jeffrey Goldberg, 
The Atlantic (3) (6); former Senator Rick Santorum (R-PA) (4); Sarah Warbelow, Human Rights Campaign 
(5); Ruth Marcus, The Washington Post (6); Tracy Wolfson, sideline reporter, CBS Sports (7) 

 Guest Moderator: Norah O’Donnell, Co-Host, CBS THIS MORNING 
 1) Topics include: reaction to Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s criticism of the nuclear deal 

reached between the P5+1 (China, France, Russia, The United Kingdom, the United States, and 
Germany) and Iran / restrictions in place to assure that Iran is complying with the agreement / questions 
regarding the timeline of the removal of sanctions against Iran / Iran’s role as the chief destabilizer in 
the Middle East 

 2) Topics include: criticism of the nuclear deal reached between the P5+1 and Iran / disparagement of 
President Obama’s leadership and foreign policy skills / belief that Congress will require any deal 
negotiated with Iran to come to Congress for review / opinion that a new president, “without the 
baggage of Barack Obama”, would be better suited to negotiate a deal with Iran 

 3) Topics include: the nuclear deal reached between the P5+1 and Iran / Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu’s criticism of the nuclear deal / chief concern of the Gulf States regarding the nuclear deal 
with Iran / various criticism of the Obama administration 

 4) an interview with former Senator Santorum on the religious freedom law in Indiana, questions 
surrounding a possible run for president, and why Mitt Romney lost the last presidential election  

 5) an interview with Ms. Warbelow on the details and negative impact of the religious freedom law, 
proposed religious freedom bills in other states, and the role of the tech community in securing laws to 
offer nondiscrimination protection 

 6) Topics include: the nuclear deal reached between the P5+1 (China, France, Russia, The United 
Kingdom, the United States, and Germany) and Iran / impact of the nuclear deal on the relationship 
between the United States and Israel / Obama administration’s focus on Iran / criticism of the deal from 
potential 2016 Republican presidential candidates / response from the Gulf States to the deal / 
invitation from the Obama administration to the Gulf States for a meeting at Camp David / role of 
Congress in easing sanctions against Iran; religious freedom laws in Indiana and Arkansas / upcoming 
decision from the Supreme Court on same-sex marriage 

 7) a look at the April 6th men’s national college basketball championship game in Indianapolis, featuring 
the Duke University Blue Devils and the University of Wisconsin Badgers 

 
 
04/12/15 Guests: U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry (1); Senator Rand Paul (R-KY), Republican Presidential 

Candidate (2); Senator Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) (3); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (4) (6); 
Reince Priebus, Chairman, Republican National Committee (5); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal, 
CBS News Contributor (6); Susan Page, USA Today (6); John Heilemann, Bloomberg Politics (6); David 
Ignatius, The Washington Post (6) 

 1) Topics include: response to personal criticism from Republican Senator John McCain regarding the 
nuclear deal with Iran / President Obama’s response to Senator McCain / the nuclear deal reached 
between the P5+1 (China, France, Russia, The United Kingdom, the United States, and Germany) and 
Iran; removing Cuba from the list of nations that sponsor terrorism; review process regarding the e-
mails Hillary Clinton turned over to the State Department 

 2) Topics include: the nuclear deal reached between the P5+1 and Iran; position on immigration reform 
/ support for the Republican Party and belief that it is attempting to be more inclusive; criticism of 
Hillary Clinton; Senator Paul’s greatest challenge as a candidate / clarification of his position on ending 
all foreign aid, even for Israel 

 3) Topics include: Senator Klobuchar’s upcoming book; support for U.S. policy change on Cuba; reaction 
to Senator McCain’s personal criticism of Secretary Kerry; thoughts on Hillary Clinton’s soon to be 



 

 

announced presidential campaign 
 4) Bob Schieffer’s announcement that Mr. Dickerson, CBS News Political Director, will be replacing him 

later this summer as the new moderator of FACE THE NATION 
 5) Topics include: latest Republican political advertisement criticizing Hillary Clinton, in anticipation of 

her upcoming announcement of her candidacy / criticism of Mrs. Clinton, pertaining to donations from 
foreign countries to the Clinton Foundation, the use of a private e-mail server while she was Secretary of 
State, and the claim that she paid her female staff less than others; advantage for Democratic 
candidates, based on the electoral map; what Hillary Clinton needs to do, in order to improve her 
standing with Republicans 

 6) Topics include: poll results indicating that Mrs. Clinton is viewed unfavorably in battleground states / 
Jeb Bush’s video criticizing Mrs. Clinton / Ms. Noonan’s critique of the way Mrs. Clinton will be 
announcing her candidacy; impact of the nuclear deal reached between the P5+1 and Iran on the 
campaign for president; thoughts on Senator Paul and his presidential aspirations / other possible 
Republican contenders for president; reaction to Mr. Schieffer’s decision to retire 

 
04/19/15 Guests: Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL), Republican Presidential Candidate (1); former Governor Martin 

O’Malley (D-MD) (2); Senator Joe Manchin (D-WV) (3); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (4); 
David Catanese, U.S News and World Report (4); Nancy Cordes, CBS News Congressional Correspondent 
(4); Dana Milbank, The Washington Post (4); April Ryan, American Urban Radio Networks (4) 

 1) Topics include: reasons why Senator Rubio wants to be president / position on immigration reform / 
thoughts on potentially running against his friend and mentor, former Governor Jeb Bush / criticism of 
Hillary Clinton / challenges for the next president; current situation in the Middle East and its impact on 
the American homeland / the nuclear deal reached between the P5+1 (China, France, Russia, The United 
Kingdom, the United States, and Germany) and Iran; climate change; views on gay marriage and 
whether or not homosexuality is a choice 

 2) Topics include: former Democratic Governor O’Malley’s possible entry into the presidential race / 
reasons why he would be a better president than Mrs. Clinton / expression of respect for Mrs. Clinton / 
opinion that additional Democratic contenders would be beneficial for the whole process 

 3) Topics include: support for the nuclear deal reached between the P5+1 and Iran; support for Hillary 
Clinton as the best prepared to be president; announcement of his decision to run for re-election for his 
seat in the Senate 

 4) Topics include: the presidential campaigns of Republican Senator Ted Cruz and Democratic candidate 
Hillary Clinton / lack of Democratic challengers to Mrs. Clinton / “the Clinton machine” / public interest 
in former Governor O’Malley as a possible Democratic candidate / thoughts on the way Mrs. Clinton 
announced her campaign for presidency, as well as her subsequent trip to Iowa / Mrs. Clinton’s mode of 
transportation – the “Scooby-Doo” van / the Clinton legacy; Jeb Bush’s position within the Republican 
Party / the Bush legacy; impact on Mrs. Clinton’s campaign of her use of a private e-mail server while 
she was Secretary of State and the donations from foreign countries to the Clinton Foundation; 
questions surrounding the possible candidacy of former Arkansas Governor Mike Huckabee / Republican 
presidential candidates 

 5) FACE THE NATION Flashback topic: a somber anniversary – twenty years since the Oklahoma City 
bombing – one of the worst terrorist attacks the United States has ever seen. 

 
 
04/26/15 Guests: Holly Williams, CBS News Foreign Correspondent (1); Orla Fagan, United Nations Office for the 

Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (2); Chris Skopec, International Medical Corps (3); Representative 
Elijah Cummings (D-MD) (4); William Bratton, Police Commissioner, City of New York Police Department 
(5); John Miller, Deputy Commissioner, Intelligence & Counterterrorism, New York Police Department 
(NYPD), former CBS News Senior Correspondent (5); Tony Perkins, Family Research Council (6); Evan 
Wolfson, Freedom to Marry (7); Ruth Marcus, The Washington Post (8); John Dickerson, CBS News 
Political Director, (8); Kimberley Strassel, The Wall Street Journal (8); Peter Baker, The New York Times 
1) a report from Nepal on the current situation there, after a magnitude 7.8 earthquake hit that country 



 

 

yesterday  
 2) a telephone interview from Bangkok on the relief efforts underway to assist the earthquake victims in 

Nepal 
 3) an interview with Mr. Skopec on the response from the International Medical Corps and what people 

can do to help 
 4) Topics include: the protests in Baltimore following the death of Freddie Gray, who died last Sunday 

from a spinal injury sustained while in police custody / reasons why the protests turned violent / 
response from the local, state, and federal level / support for the investigation into the death of Mr. 
Gray  

 5) Topics include: status of the internal investigation into the death of Eric Garner, who died after police 
placed him in a chokehold during his arrest / advice for police departments across the country / 
dramatic improvement in the crime situation in America / current relationship between the police and 
New York City Mayor Bill DeBlasio / factors influencing relations between police departments and 
African-Americans; most recent terrorist threat from al Qaeda against American military personnel 

 6) an interview with Mr. Perkins highlighting the reasons behind some Americans’ opposition to gay 
marriage, in light of the Supreme Court argument scheduled for April 28th  

 7) an interview with Mr. Wolfson highlighting the reasons why Americans should support the freedom 
to marry, in light of the Supreme Court argument scheduled for April 28th 

 8) Topics include: impact of the same-sex marriage issue for the Republican candidates in the 2016 
presidential campaign / the Supreme Court argument scheduled for April 28th; relationship between 
money and politics, most notably the donations from foreign countries to the Clinton Foundation while 
Mrs. Clinton was Secretary of State. 

 
05/03/15 Guests: Wyatt Andrews, CBS News National Correspondent (1); Cornell William Brooks, President, 

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) (2); State Senator Catherine Pugh 
(D-MD) (3); Seth Doane, CBS News Correspondent (4); Representative Paul Ryan (R-WI) (5); Tavis Smiley, 
Host, Tavis Smiley, PBS (6); Sherrilyn Ifill, NAACP Legal Defense Fund (7); Ramesh Ponnuru, National 
Review (7); Julianne Malveaux, Economist (7); Michael Gerson, The Washington Post (7); Michele Norris, 
Host and Special Correspondent, National Public Radio (NPR) (7) 

 1) a report from Baltimore on the current situation there, after Friday’s announcement from the state’s 
attorney Marilyn Mosby, charging six police officers in the death of Freddie Gray 

 2) an interview with Mr. Brooks on the situation in Baltimore, the death of Freddie Gray, racial profiling, 
and the federal End Racial Profiling Act  

 3) an interview with Senator Pugh on the situation in Baltimore, the need to lift the curfew, support for 
the demonstrations, criticism of the misplaced violence, and the need to better train police officers 

 4) a report from Kathmandu, Nepal on the relief effort and current conditions in that country, a week 
after the earthquake 

 5) Topics include: lessons to be learned from the situation in Baltimore / Senator Ryan’s tour of 
impoverished American communities / actions that the federal government could take to attack the root 
causes of poverty / Senator Ryan’s thoughts on poverty and the “American dream”; his work with the 
Obama administration on the Trade Promotion Authority (TPA) and the need to increase trade to Asia 

 6) Topics include: role of poverty in the current situation in Baltimore / belief that Dr. Martin Luther 
King’s warning of the triple threat that impacts American democracy -- racism, poverty, and militarism – 
is still in play / praise for Senator Ryan for talking about the issue of poverty, but criticism of the 
Republican tradition of criticizing, but offering no solutions when it comes to job creation / belief that 
President Obama “has had a sort of hands-off approach to a hands-up crisis” 

 7) Topics include: causes of the current situation in Baltimore / concern over the use of violence by 
some protesters / today’s decision to lift the curfew in Baltimore / reaction from faith-based institutions 
/ poor relationship between the police and black communities / thoughts on improving police training / 
Toya Graham, the Baltimore mother who was seen on video physically removing her son and disciplining 
him for participating in the riots / lessons to be learned from the situation in Baltimore / actions that the 
federal government could take to attack the root causes of poverty / Senator Ryan’s evolution and 



 

 

newfound commitment to fighting the war on poverty / the work of Mitt Romney’s father, George 
Romney, in the Nixon administration 

 
 
05/10/15 Guests: former Governor Mike Huckabee (R-AK), Republican Presidential Candidate (1); Senator Bernie 

Sanders (I-VT), Democratic Presidential Candidate (2); Newt Gingrich, Republican Strategist (3); 
Stephanie Cutter, Democratic Strategist (3); John Heilemann, Bloomberg Politics (4); Susan Page, USA 
Today (4); Ron Fournier, National Journal (4); Mark Leibovich, The New York Times Magazine (4) (5); 
Jarrett Bell, USA Today Sports (5) 

 1) Topics include: Mr. Huckabee’s proposals for conquering terrorism / clarification that the United 
States is at war with radical Islam and jihadism, not Islam; plan for saving Social Security; reaction to 
criticism for his participation in infomercials for questionable products, particularly one for a diabetes 
cure not supported by the medical community   

 2) Topics include: what it means to be an independent Socialist / Senator Sanders’ choice to run as a 
Democrat in the Democratic primary process / opinion that he can beat Hillary Clinton / his decision to 
not have a Super PAC / reasons why he is a better choice than Mrs. Clinton 

 3) Topics include: how the 2016 election differs from the 2012 election for the Republicans / prediction 
that Hillary Clinton will be the Democratic nominee / lack of a substantial Democratic challenger at this 
time / role of Super PACs / advice for candidates hoping to win in 2016 / lessons to be learned for 
Democrats and Republicans from the recent elections in the United Kingdom / role of foreign policy in 
the upcoming election 

 4) Topics include: lack of a clear frontrunner for the Republicans / opinion that Mrs. Clinton is the 
“prohibitive favorite to be the Democratic nominee” / ethics problems facing former Arkansas Governor 
Huckabee / criticism of Mr. Huckabee for his handling of the question from Mr. Schieffer regarding the 
diabetes infomercial / the conservative Christian vote / potential Republican candidates Jeb Bush and 
Chris Christie / Democratic candidates Hillary Clinton and Bernie Sanders 

 5) Topics include: last week’s report on “Deflate-gate” -- whether or not the New England Patriots 
deliberately deflated footballs they used against the Indianapolis Colts in the AFC Championship game in 
January 2015 – and speculation regarding the potential punishments to be levied against Tom Brady and 
the New England Patriots 

 
 
05/17/15 Guests: Robert Sumwalt, National Transportation Safety Board (1); Senator Bob Casey (D-PA) (2); Robert 

Gates, former Secretary of Defense, author, “Duty: Memoirs of a Secretary at War” (3) (6); Governor 
Scott Walker (R-WI) (4); Representative Devin Nunes (R-CA), Chairman, House Permanent Select 
Committee on Intelligence (5); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal, CBS News Contributor (7); David 
Ignatius, The Washington Post (7); Frank Rich, New York Magazine (7) 

 1) an interview with Mr. Sumwalt on the most recent developments in the investigation of the May 12th 
derailment of Amtrak 188 -- a train bound for New York City that derailed in the Port Richmond 
neighborhood of Philadelphia, killing 8 and injuring over 200 people 

 2) Topics include: possible role of speed in the derailment of Amtrak 188 / call to implement and deploy 
positive train control, technology that can override human error / possibility of a Congressional 
investigation into the derailment of Amtrak 188 

 3) a brief excerpt of Bob Schieffer’s interview with Mr. Gates, in which he expresses his poor opinion of 
the presidential candidates for their lack of finesse regarding foreign policy 

 4) Topics include: important role of foreign policy in the upcoming presidential election / criticism of 
President Obama’s foreign policy decisions / Governor Walker’s foreign policy credentials / questions 
regarding the Iraq war; Governor Walker’s statement declaring Ronald Reagan's ending of the 1981 air 
traffic controller strike as the most significant foreign policy decision to date; criticism of the 
negotiations with Iran over its nuclear capabilities; plan to announce whether or not he will be entering 
the presidential race by the end of June 

 5) Topics include: details on the weekend raid in Syria by US Special Forces, resulting in the death of a 



 

 

ISIS (ISIL) leader / the fight against ISIS (ISIL); June 1st release of five members of the Taliban, who were 
released from Gitmo as a prisoner exchange for Bowe Bergdahl last summer, from confinement in Qatar 
/ belief that the prison facility at Guantanamo Bay (Gitmo) should remain open; support for the pending 
trade agreement in Congress 

 6) Topics include: nuclear deal with Iran; praise for Hillary Clinton as Secretary of State / controversy 
surrounding Mrs. Clinton’s use of a private e-mail server when she was Secretary of State / questions 
surrounding foreign governments making donations to the Clinton Foundation while she was Secretary 
of State / question of Mr. Gates possibly voting for Mrs. Clinton for president; support for the trade 
pacts and President Obama’s position regarding them; suggestion regarding the role of U.S. troops in 
defeating ISIS (ISIL); level of dysfunction in Washington, DC 

 7) Topics include: former Governor Jeb Bush’s discomfort in answering questions regarding the Iraq War 
/ Hillary Clinton’s avoidance of the press as she campaigns for the Democratic nomination / focus on 
foreign policy during this campaign / Republican field of candidates; recent events involving the police 
and black Americans / impact of the current state of race relations in America on the campaign; 
President Obama’s recent summit with Arab leaders; divisions within the Democratic Party regarding 
the trade agreements 

 
05/24/15 Guests: Jericka Duncan, CBS News Correspondent (1); Clarissa Ward, CBS News Foreign Correspondent 

(2); Senator John McCain (R-AZ), Senate Armed Services Committee (3); Representative Adam Schiff (D-
CA), Ranking Member, House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence (4); David Rohde, Reuters (5);  
Rajiv Chandrasekaran, author (5); Peter Arnett, author, “Saigon Has Fallen” (6); David Hume Kennerly, 
Politico (6); Bill Plante, CBS News Senior White House Correspondent (6); Laura Palmer, author, 
“Shrapnel in the Heart: Letters and Remembrances from the Vietnam Veterans Memorial” (6) 

 1) a report from Cleveland, OH on the current situation in that city after yesterday’s acquittal of Officer 
Michael Brelo in the shooting deaths of Malissa Williams and Timmy Russell 

 2) a report on the past week’s victories in Iraq and Syria by ISIS (ISIL) 
 3) Topics include: criticism of President Obama’s strategy against ISIS (ISIL) / call for more American 

troops on the ground; the deal with Iran to limit their nuclear capabilities; the Iraq War; thoughts on the 
current field of Republican candidates for president / questions surrounding Hillary Clinton’s 
accomplishments during her tenure as Secretary of State 4) Topics include: analysis of the current 
situations in Iraq and Syria / the war against ISIS (ISIL) / call for bringing the Sunnis into the Iraqi 
government and military / belief that ISIS (ISIL) poses a threat to America’s homeland security; failure of 
Congress to extend the Patriot Act, the National Security Agency’s (NSA) surveillance program 

 5) Topics include: ISIS (ISIL) as a threat to America’s national security / sense of discouragement amongst 
White House senior officials that President Obama’s strategy against ISIS (ISIL) is not working / what is 
needed from Iraq in order to strengthen the fight against ISIS (ISIL) 

 6) Topics include: how the Vietnam War changed as it progressed / role of photography in portraying 
the war / the fall of Saigon / reminisces of the war from each of the reporters participating in the 
roundtable discussion / impact of the war on each of the four panel members / lingering perception that 
the press somehow lost the Vietnam war for the United States / stringent restrictions now in place for 
covering combat / Mr. Kennerly’s work with then-President Gerald Ford / parallels between Vietnam 
and the current situation in Iraq / dangers of covering the Middle East, as compared to the relative 
safety of Vietnam / impact of the Vietnam war on the American consciousness 

 
05/31/15 Guests: former Governor Jeb Bush (R-FL) (1); John Brennan, Director, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA)   
                             (2); John Dickerson, CBS News Political Director (3); Dan Balz, The Washington Post (3); Peggy Noonan,  
                             The Wall Street Journal, CBS News Contributor (3); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (3) 
 1) Topics include: belief that the nation’s security will be in danger if National Security Agency (NSA) 

surveillance program -- the Patriot Act -- is allowed to expire; threat posed by ISIS (ISIL) / need for a 
strategy that is both military and political in Iraq / potential role of American troops in Iraq / call for 
better training of the Iraqi military / criticism of the Obama administration’s policy in the Middle East; 
reaction to accusations that Mr. Bush is violating campaign laws / Mr. Bush’s unwillingness to declare his 



 

 

candidacy for president; thoughts on immigration reform / opinion that President Obama’s executive 
actions on immigration are unconstitutional; raising the retirement age for Social Security; thoughts on 
the donations from foreign countries to the Clinton Foundation while Mrs. Clinton was Secretary of 
State; potential impact of his brother, former President George W. Bush, on Mr. Bush’s possible 
candidacy for president / difficulties faced by family members of a political candidate / promise of a 
forthcoming decision regarding his candidacy  

 2) Topics include: call for Congress to extend the Patriot Act, the National Security Agency’s (NSA) 
surveillance program / ramifications should the NSA’s resolution to collect information expire / belief 
that the nation’s security will be in danger if National Security Agency (NSA) surveillance program -- The 
Patriot Act -- is allowed to expire / terrorism continues to be the main threat to U.S. security / concern 
over the threat posed by ISIS (ISIL); current relationship with Israel; support for President Obama’s 
Middle East policy / gains made by ISIS (ISIL) in Iraq and Syria / what needs to be done to defeat ISIS 
(ISIL); negotiations to try to limit Iran’s nuclear power capabilities; June 1st release of five members of 
the Taliban, who were released from Gitmo as a prisoner exchange for Bowe Bergdahl last summer, 
from confinement in Qatar 

 3) Topics include: today’s Senate session, where members hope to deal with the looming deadline to 
extend the Patriot Act, the NSA’s surveillance program / the alternative USA Freedom Act, passed by the 
House of Representatives / Republican presidential candidate and Kentucky Senator Rand Paul’s 
opposition to the Patriot Act / ramifications should the NSA’s resolution to collect information expire; 
the “cavalcade of presidential candidates” / former Governor Jeb Bush’s position on immigration; how 
Hillary Clinton’s campaign will change after the announcement scheduled for June 13th, formally 
launching her candidacy / yesterday’s announcement from former Governor Martin O’Malley (D-MD) of 
his 2016 presidential bid 

 
 
06/07/15 Guests: Governor Chris Christie (R-NJ) (1); Mayor Bill de Blasio (D-New York City) (2); Representative 

Michael McCaul (R-TX), Chairman, House Homeland Security Committee (3); former Governor Rick Perry 
(R-TX), Republican Presidential Candidate (4); Susan Page, USA Today (5); Ron Fournier, National Journal 
(5); Nancy Cordes, CBS News Congressional Correspondent (5); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine (5) 

 1) Topics include: reaction to Hillary Clinton’s claim that some Republican governors, including Governor 
Christie, are making it harder for young and minority people to vote; criticism of the new law that strips 
the National Security Administration (NSA) of its authorization to collect phone metadata records in 
bulk; potential 2016 bid for president / concerns for voters regarding New Jersey’s economy and 
Governor Christie’s unpredictability; criticism of the Obama administration’s handling of the economy; 
drug rehabilitation / pledge to reverse course on the federal government’s permissiveness towards 
states that have legalized marijuana; recent change from formerly supporting, to now opposing the 
Common Core 

 2) Topics include: Governor Christie’s reaction to Mrs. Clinton’s assertion regarding Republican 
governors and voting rights within their states / voting restrictions in New York City and State; details of 
Mayor de Blasio’s thirteen-point progressive plan for Democrats, which includes raising the minimum 
wage, as well as other solutions to income inequality; ongoing efforts to thwart another terrorist attack 
in New York City 

 3) Topics include: massive data breach involving the records of four million current and former federal 
government employees / opinion that the Chinese government is behind the cyber-attack; recent 
terrorism threat in Boston, involving a self-radicalized individual wanting to behead police officers; 
worldwide need to close security gaps for foreign fighters hoping to travel to Iraq and Syria and then 
back to Europe or the United States; ninety-five percent failure rate for Transportation Safety 
Administration (TSA) airport screeners in detecting dangerous and forbidden materials 

 4) Topics include: how this campaign for president will differ from Mr. Perry’s previous run / opinion 
that current and former governors have executive experience, which sets them apart from other 
presidential candidates / criticism of President Obama; time spent studying foreign policy; income 
inequality / call to regulate Wall Street; reaction to Mrs. Clinton’s assertion regarding some Republican 



 

 

governors, including former Governor Perry, are making it harder for young and minority people to vote 
 5) Topics include: current and possible Republican presidential candidates Rick Perry and Chris Christie / 

impact of Republican presidential candidate Rand Paul’s recent opposition to the Patriot Act on his 
campaign; Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton’s claim that some Republican governors are 
making it harder for young and minority people to vote / strategy behind Mrs. Clinton taking on the 
issue of voting rights / Democratic presidential candidates Bernie Sanders and Martin O’Malley 

 
06/14/15 Guests: Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT), Democratic Presidential Candidate (1); Senator Lindsey Graham 

(R-SC), Republican Presidential Candidate (2); Robby Mook, Clinton Campaign Manager (3); Mark 
Halperin, Bloomberg Politics (4); Ruth Marcus, The Washington Post (4); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street 
Journal, CBS News Contributor (4); Robert Costa, The Washington Post (4) 

 1) Topics include: large crowds attending Senator Sanders’ campaign stops; reasons for his opposition to 
the Obama-endorsed trade policy, the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) / differences between his and 
Mrs. Clinton’s position on the TPP, as well as other key issues; Citizens United Supreme Court decision / 
Senator Sanders’ decision to only accept small donations and not have a Super PAC / corrupt campaign 
finance system 

 2) Topics include: Senator Graham’s desire to put more U.S. troops in Iraq, in spite of resistance from 
military leaders / criticism of President Obama’s military strategy in Iraq and Syria; opinion that any 
other Republican running for president -- except for Rand Paul -- would be better in terms of foreign 
policy than Hillary Clinton; recent comment from former 2012 Republican presidential nominee Mitt 
Romney that embracing self-deportation was his biggest campaign mistake / Senator Graham’s embrace 
of a comprehensive approach to immigration reform; how Mr. Graham’s experience as a senator sets 
him apart from the other candidates with gubernatorial experience; Senator Graham’s bachelor status 

 3) Topics include: poll results indicating that voters have a trust issue regarding Hillary Clinton; Mrs. 
Clinton’s position on the issue of trade / reaction to the perception that she has been on the sidelines 
regarding key issues, such as a potential trade bill; Mrs. Clinton’s lack of access to the press; praise for 
Mrs. Clinton as a “fighter” 

 4) Topics include: yesterday’s campaign rally for Mrs. Clinton on Roosevelt Island in New York City / 
Republican reaction to yesterday’s rally / poll results indicating that voters have a trust issue regarding 
Mrs. Clinton / Mrs. Clinton’s decision to include insights and details into her background, especially 
stories about her mother, in yesterday’s speech / differences in the campaign styles of Mrs. Clinton and 
Senator Sanders / possible strategy behind the perception that Mrs. Clinton has been reluctant to take a 
stand regarding key issues, such as a potential trade bill; state of the Jeb Bush campaign, in anticipation 
of tomorrow’s announcement that he will seek the GOP nomination; the Marco Rubio campaign; the 
Scott Walker campaign; impact of the Bush legacy on Jeb Bush; appeal of Ohio Governor John Kasich / 
potential candidacy of New Jersey Governor Chris Christie 

 
 
06/21/15 Guests: Jeff Pegues, CBS News Justice Correspondent (1); Senator Tim Scott (R-SC) (2); Cornell William 

Brooks, President, National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) (3); Mary Ellen 
O’Toole, former FBI Senior Profiler, George Mason University (4); Sherrilyn Ifill, NAACP Legal Defense 
Fund (4); Clarissa Ward, CBS News Foreign Correspondent (5); Representative Devin Nunes (R-CA) (6); 
David Ignatius, The Washington Post (7); Gwen Ifill, co-anchor, “PBS NewsHour”; moderator, 
“Washington Week” (7); Michael Gerson, The Washington Post (7); Hugh Hewitt, host, “The Hugh 
Hewitt Show”, author, “The Queen: The Epic Ambition of Hillary and the Coming of a Second ‘Clinton 
Era’” (7) 

 1) a report from Charleston, South Carolina, on the investigation into Wednesday’s shooting at Mother 
Emanuel African Methodist Church, where a gunman shot and killed nine people during an evening Bible 
study class 

 2) Topics include: reaction to gunman Dylann Roof’s manifesto, stating that there is not enough racism 
in the world / positive reaction from the diverse population of Charleston and South Carolinians / what 
the Confederate flag represents / calls for the Confederate flag to be removed from state buildings / 



 

 

opinion regarding President Obama’s wish to strengthen gun control laws 
 3) Topics include: Wednesday’s shooting at Mother Emanuel African Methodist Church in Charleston, SC 

/ need to address the level of hate crimes and racist ideology in the United States / call for vigorous 
investigation and prosecution of hate groups / the Confederate flag / incredible level of forgiveness 
displayed by the victims’ family members toward the shooter 

 4) Topics include: criminal profile of Dylann Roof and his crime / evidence of the rise of right wing 
extremist groups in America, first mentioned by former Homeland Security Janet Napolitano in her 2009 
report / warning signs / call for leadership in Congress and law enforcement to fight this form of 
domestic terrorism  

 5) a report from Yemen on the current situation there, as the Saudi Arabian-led coalition continues to 
bomb the country, with the goal to push out the Houthi rebel forces, whom the coalition views as a 
proxy for Iran 

 6) Topics include: significance of Yemen in the war against terrorism; U.S. drone strike that killed the 
number two in command for al Qaeda / high threat level from ISIS (ISIL) sympathizers in the United 
States / concerns over the ability to secure the July 4th holiday / use of social media by ISIS (ISIL) / 
opinion that Wednesday’s shooting at Mother Emanuel African Methodist Church in Charleston could 
qualify as domestic terrorism from a layman’s point of view 

 7) Topics include: U.S. drone strike that killed the number two in command for al Qaeda / significance of 
Yemen in the war against terrorism; Wednesday’s shooting at Mother Emanuel African Methodist 
Church, where a gunman shot and killed nine people during an evening Bible study class / incredible 
level of forgiveness displayed by the victims’ family members toward the shooter / the Confederate flag 
/ issue of violence against African-Americans / level of gun violence in America versus that of other 
nations / opportunity for Republican and Democratic candidates to discuss seriously violence and racism 

 
 
06/28/15 Guests: Chad Griffin, Human Rights Campaign (1); Russell Moore, Southern Baptist Convention (2); 

Representative Paul Ryan (R-WI), Chairman, Committee on Ways and Means (3); Representative Elijah 
Cummings (D-MD) (4); Representative Trey Gowdy (R-SC) (5); Governor John Kasich (R-OH) (6); Peggy 
Noonan, The Wall Street Journal, CBS News Contributor (7); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (7); 
April Ryan, American Urban Radio Networks (7); Reihan Salam, National Review (7) 

 1) Topics include: Friday’s landmark decision by the U.S. Supreme Court to overturn same-sex marriage 
bans, legalizing same-sex marriage across the United States / battles ahead to secure full and 
comprehensive nondiscrimination protections / acknowledgement that there are still people who do not 
support same-sex marriage and LGBT rights 

 2) Topics include: Friday’s landmark decision by the U.S. Supreme Court to overturn same-sex marriage 
bans / opposition to the ruling for religious reasons / Roe v. Wade analogy / legal options / need to hold 
to First amendment protections for people of faith 

 3) Topics include: reaction to the Supreme Court’s ruling on the Affordable Care Act (“Obamacare”) and 
President Obama’s declaration that “Obamacare” is now the law of the land / need for a Republican to 
win the 2016 election / advice for 2016 presidential candidates / opinion that the Affordable Care Act 
(“Obamacare”) is unfixable; agreement with President Obama on his trade policy, the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership (TPP) 

 4) Topics include: support for the removal of the Confederate flag / call to address racial disparities and 
inequalities / current situation in Baltimore, a few months after the death of Freddie Gray, who died 
from injuries sustained while in police custody and the subsequent protests / messages contained within 
President Obama’s eulogy for the Reverend Clementa Pinckney 

 5) Topics include: recent revelation that former Secretary of State Hillary Clinton did not turn over all of 
her e-mail records relating to Benghazi / reaction to criticism from the Clinton campaign that 
Republicans on the Benghazi committee are inventing a scandal / possibility of asking current Secretary 
of State John Kerry to testify 

 6) Topics include: problems with the Affordable Care Act (“Obamacare”) / the pushback from 
conservatives when Governor Kasich accepted Medicaid money / importance of taking care of all people 



 

 

/ disappearing value of empathy in America; Friday’s landmark decision by the U.S. Supreme Court to 
overturn same-sex marriage bans / reaction from conservatives to the ruling; Governor Kasich’s possible 
2016 presidential run 

 7) Topics include: Friday’s landmark decision by the U.S. Supreme Court to overturn same-sex marriage 
bans / President Obama’s evolution from formally opposing to now supporting same-sex marriage; a 
divided Supreme Court / the Supreme Court’s ruling on the Affordable Care Act (“Obamacare”); 
anticipated litigation regarding same-sex marriage from the religious community; lack of a Republican 
alternative to the Affordable Care Act (“Obamacare”); changes in President Obama’s temperament / 
President Obama’s eulogy for the Reverend Clementa Pinckney / need for conservatives to connect with 
minority voters. 

 


