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Attached hereto are descriptions of issue-responsive programming broadcast by 

this station during the reporting period. 

 
The listed programs aired on the station during the reporting period on the days 

and times indicated. Each program regularly provides information or addresses current 

local issues of concern to viewers in the area where the station is located.



 

 

PROGRAMS THAT ADDRESS LOCAL ISSUES 
 

 
 

The following programs that aired during the relevant reporting period regularly address local issues and concerns 

in the station's city of license and within its service area.  Specific episodes and segments of these programs and 

the issues they addressed are listed on the following pages. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Program Name 
Schedule 

(Day/Time) 

Brief Generic Description 
(Note whether local, syndicated or network) 

13WMAZ 
Eyewitness News 

M-F 5am - 7 am; 
Noon - 12:30 pm;  
5 pm - 5:30 pm; 
6pm - 6:30 pm;  
11 pm - 11:35 pm; 
Sat-Sun 7am - 9 
am; 6 pm - 6:30 
pm;  
11 pm - 11:35 pm 
 

Local newscasts produced by WMAZ-TV, which 
inform viewers on local issues. 

13WMAZ Close Up 
Saturdays Noon - 
12:30 pm 

Local program produced by WMAZ-TV, which 
interviews community leaders on local issues. 

CBS 60 Minutes 
Sundays 7 pm - 8 
pm 

The program offers investigative reports, interviews, 
segments and profiles of issues and people in the 
news. 

CBS Face The 
Nation 

Sundays 10:30 am - 
11 am; 11:30 am - 
noon 

The program interviews newsmakers on the latest 
issues. 



 

 

 
 

LOCAL ISSUES ADDRESSED DURING THE QUARTER 
 

 
 

The following are local issues of concern to the community.  Programs that addressed these issues during 

this reporting period are listed on the following pages. 
 

 
 

Local Issue/Concern Brief description of local issue or concern 

Education Area schools were in session during the quarter. Questions 
continued to face Macon’s Charter Academy and issues with 
the school were reported last quarter. 

Crime and Public Safety A report released earlier this year stated that Bibb county’s 
crime rose slightly in 2014. Personal and property crime both 
rose in Bibb County last year. As the quarter closed, 28 
homicides occurred in Macon-Bibb in 2015. 
The crime rate in Macon is higher than the Georgia average 
and higher than the national average crime rate. In a Pew 
Study released earlier this year, crime ranked as the second 
highest topic that local residents follow closely.  
Terrorist attacks in Paris and San Bernardino, CA happened 
during the quarter. 

Government The Macon-Bibb consolidated government is in its second 
year. Local elections were held during the quarter and a state 
senator announced his decision to leave office.  
 
Presidential candidates for 2016 campaigned and held 
debates. 

Health Healthcare is a major contributor to the area’s economy. 
Health issues are of high interest in the community.  
 

Military Robins Air Force Base is the area’s largest employer.  

Economy A r     A report released last June for the U.S. Conference of Mayors 
lists metro Macon as one of the slowest growing economies 
in the nation.   

 

 



 

 

ISSUE-RESPONSIVE   PROGRAMMING 
 
 

    I Local Issue: Education   

 
Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/2 6pm and 
11pm 

 5 minutes Bibb County Superintendent Curtis Jones asked the 
Georgia Department of Education to come in and 
review the districts as part of his entry plan. He sat 
down with our Justin McDuffie to discuss some of their 
findings. One thing the review said Bibb Schools was 
doing well was their focus on implanting programs like 
PBIS or Positive Behavior Interventions and Support. 
They set the districts expectations for student 
behavior. "Last spring, we actually trained the middle 
schools and high schools currently this year we are in 
the process of training our middle schools, and so at 
the end of this year, we will be a large way towards 
having all schools trained in PBIS," Jones said. "PBIS is a 
way we believe we can improve the culture and 
improve the climate that you will see, so we're excited 
about what it can lead to if it works. Hopefully, we'll 
have more students come to school and we'll have 
better behavior and students, parents will be happier 
about the environment that they see." 
Another topic on Superintendent Jones' mind are the 
looming scores from the Georgia milestones test. That's 
Georgia statewide standardized testing system designed 
to help schools see how students and teachers are 
doing. Jones is eager to get the scores later this month 
to help prepare for this year's round of testing. 
"I think it's going to be a wake-up call for some students. 
I think some students that used to score at the very top 
will see themselves in the middle," Jones said. "I think 
some students that are in the middle are struggling are 
going to see they have to do better. At the end of the 
day, it's better. We're going to have a better definition 
of where we are with student learning and I think we're 
gonna have a better idea of what we need to do. So I'm 
excited about getting the results back. I think once you 
give us the results we can figure out what to do." 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/7, 10/16, 
11/2, 11/17, 
11/20, 12/4, 
12/9, 12/10, 
12/17, 12/18 
 

5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

40 minutes 
total 

Several reports continued to follow developments with 
Macon’s Charter Academy School. On 10/7 The Macon 
Charter Academy said they're already fixing problems 
found in a recent inspection. Last week, the state 
Department of Education put the eight-week-old 
charter school on probation. That came after Bibb 
County Superintendent Curtis Jones and a team of 
inspectors visited the school last month. Jones said 
they found education problems, such as lack of 
instructional materials or a school discipline plan. They 
also covered problems with the building sanitation, 
fiscal management, nutrition and safety, according to 
Jones. The state gave Macon Charter Academy a week 
to draw up an improvement plan and a month to fix its 
problems. The academy posted a six-page list of 
improvements in progress. 
The school, which opened in August, operates 
independently from the Bibb school district but 
receives public funding. Jones said he planned the 
September 25 inspection after hearing parents' reports 
that also included chaos in the cafeteria, unsanitary 
bathrooms missing hand soap, and safety concerns like 
unlocked doors. 
Academy co-founder Monya Rutland said the plan is 
still being worked on and updated. 
 
On 10/16 Bibb County charter schools reported to the 
Bibb Board of Education tonight to present their 
annual reports, including Macon Charter Academy. 
Boykins addressed many of those issues during his 
report to the board Thursday night. "Our challenge 
right now is we've got to stabilize. That's our number 
one focus, to stabilize across MCA as we work to get 
better. And so our next steps as we continue to 
improve the facilities and safety for our babies is 
continue to work with the district and the state," 
Boykins said. Macon Charter Academy has until 
November 6th to make improvements or could see 
further action from the Georgia Department of 
Education. 
 
An 11/2 report said the board running the troubled 
Macon Charter Academy was trying to cut ties with the 
school's founders. Monya and Charles Rutland founded 
the school, but they said since the school opened, they 
have not had an official role. Chairwoman Lonnicia 
Maxwell said on October 20th, the board voted to 
sever all ties to the Rutlands. Charles Rutland said he 
doesn't think it's the right time for the school to part 
ways. Since they don't have an official role, the 
Rutlands are wondering why they need to be let go. 
But Rutland said he would leave if it were best for the 
children In September, the state Department of 
Education placed the new school on probation after an 
inspection by Bibb Superintendent Curtis Jones found 
numerous violations. Rutland says that's due to the 
school's leaders failure to follow through on the plan 
set by him and his wife."I think in my readings of the 
probationary items they definitely reflect a departure 
from the original vision. I think there's a one-to-one 
relationship there," Rutland said. He said when they 
started MCA, they promised parents a better 
alternative, but he thinks school leadership is 
departing from that vision. "There's not enough clear 
delineation between Macon Charter Academy and the 
traditional public schools and many of the public 
school parents brought their children from, and they 
want that clear delineation," Rutland said.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News     
An 11/17 report covered a meeting at Macon Charter 
Academy. Some parents were angry after a board 
meeting that lasted less than five minutes, adjourned 
without giving them an opportunity to speak. "That's 
low down of y'all. Y'all are ridiculous," Carlon Smith 
said to board members as they walked out. The board 
convened to vote on the state's recommendation to 
hire outside management. The four members present, 
unanimously voted to reject that advice. "The choice 
was whether we get help from one of the ESP's, one of 
the turnaround companies," said Principal Ron 
Boykins. He says instead, the school will bring free help 
from the Charter School Association. "Their experts are 
going to work with us," said Boykins. "The behavior 
problem, the kids, what time they're eating lunch," 
said Faye Alexander. She was angry she couldn't 
express her concerns to the board, but P.T.O president 
Andrea Bridges says parents first need to get on the 
agenda to speak. 13WMAZ tried talking to board 
members, but they did not respond. 
 
An 11/20 report covered the Bibb School board 
meeting. Members heard from numerous people 
including parents and the Georgia Charter School 
Association, who talked about problems with the new 
startup charter school. According to an email sent to 
the Macon Charter Academy's board from the Georgia 
Department of Education last Friday, Louis Erste 
recommended that the board hire a turnaround team 
to fix the school's problem, but the board turned down 
that advice by a vote at a Monday meeting. A major 
concern for the Georgia DOE and the district is that the 
school isn't following through with the curriculum 
approved under its charter. The board also heard from 
outside groups hoping to help turn MCA around. 
Before Bibb County or the Department of Education 
terminate their charter the Macon charter academy 
has the opportunity to turn things around. The Georgia 
Charter School association and the DOE both have the 
same advice for the charter school 
"Its been our conclusion that they need to use a 
turnaround expert to guide them through this not that 
they'll always need one but just through this turbulent 
time," Georgia Charter School Association President 
Tony Roberts said. One of those companies is 
Renaissance schools who presented their services at 
the meeting. 
Superintendent Curtis Jones said they will call a special 
board meeting to hear from the Macon Charter 
Academy board after Thanksgiving break before 
making any decisions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News    On 12/4 Bibb County's school superintendent said he's 
concerned about a proposal to turn around the Macon 
Charter Academy. On Tuesday, MCA Principal Ron 
Boykins and board Chair Lonnicia Maxwell shared their 
plan to hire an executive school administrative 
manager. They want that person to help fix the 
operations problems at the school. They called former 
Bibb Deputy Superintendent Edward Judie to fill that 
role. Judie said he will do it for free. Bibb 
Superintendent Curtis Jones isn't sure their plan 
addresses concerns outlined by the state Department 
of Education. Superintendent Jones says he expects 
the Bibb board to make more recommendations to the 
school next week. 
 
On 12/9 a report focused on reports that the Georgia 
Charter School Association will no longer work with the 
school. The association offers consultation for schools 
needing help like MCA. According to a letter written on 
December 2 from Tony Roberts, President of the 
association, MCA has ignored their advice. Since the 
charter school opened in August, parents have 
complained about a lack of discipline, poor sanitation, 
and instruction. Last month, parents stormed after the 
board when leaders voted not to hire a consulting 
agency. Board Chair Lonnicia Maxwell says she's 
disappointed, but not surprised. By phone, Maxwell 
told us she doesn't know what this means for the 
future of the academy. 
 
On 12/10 the report focused on the vote to hire 
Renaissance School Services as the educational service 
provider will require a change to the schools 
charter. Associate State Superintendent Lou Erste, who 
oversees charter schools in Georgia says that vote by 
the Macon Charter Academy board will take place 
December 15. Since the charter is a three-way 
agreement between the school, the local school board 
and the state all parties have to agree to the charter 
changes. Bibb County will meet December 17 to 
consider the changes, followed by the state Board of 
Education January 13-14. Erste said that's the earliest 
action the state will take on MCA. 
 
Also on 12/10 reported The State Board of Education 
made a decision about Macon Charter Academy's fate. 
It decided to allow the school to keep its doors 
open. That decision came after the Macon Charter 
Board hired Renaissance School Services late 
Wednesday night. They are an education service 
provider that will help fix operational issues at Macon 
Charter Academy. The board originally voted against 
hiring the educational service provider last month, 
going against the state's recommendations. 
Bibb superintendent Curtis Jones thinks their decision 
to do what the state suggested will be a turning point 
for the school. The decision comes with a nearly 
$400,000 annual price tag and the contract with 
Renaissance will last for the next four years. That's the 
length of the Academy's current charter.  
 
 

http://download.gannett.edgesuite.net/wmaz/docs/macon-charter-letter.pdf
http://www.13wmaz.com/story/news/education/2015/11/17/angry-parents-storm-macon-charter-academy-board-members-after-meeting/75912666/
http://www.13wmaz.com/story/news/education/2015/11/17/angry-parents-storm-macon-charter-academy-board-members-after-meeting/75912666/
http://www.13wmaz.com/story/news/education/2015/11/17/angry-parents-storm-macon-charter-academy-board-members-after-meeting/75912666/


 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News    On 12/17 report that Macon Charter Academy called 
an emergency board meeting Wednesday night to 
appoint new board members and handle school 
business. According to interim chairman Edward Grant, 
retired university administrator Linda Smyth, attorney 
John Carey, pharmacist Wade Scott and Linda Carey 
were all appointed to the new board. During closed 
session, the new board members discussed personnel, 
real estate contracts and other issues. Members also 
discussed and ratified all the decisions made by the 
two member interim board. Members later heard a 
presentation from Renaissance School Services and 
amended the charter to allow them to hire an 
educational service provider to manage the school. 
Renaissance is an education service provider hired to 
help fix operational issues at Macon Charter Academy. 
The group voted to approve the management contract 
with Renaissance. That contract begins immediately. 
This comes just after four board members resigned last 
week. The newly appointed board is expected to meet 
again next month. 
 
On 12/18 The new leaders of Macon Charter Academy 
made their first appearance before the Bibb Board of 
Education Thursday evening. They came to the board 
requesting approval to amend their charter. That 
would allow them to hire an educational service 
provider to oversee operations of the school. But 
because the MCA board signed a contract with 
Renaissance School Services, that violates their 
charter. Now because of that contract, Bibb 
Superintendent Curtis Jones said there's nothing they 
could do. "If our board had decided to not vote to 
amend the charter, then I think that would have been 
a message to the state that we think the school needs 
to close now and that action did not happen," Jones 
said. Since the Bibb Board wouldn't act on the Macon 
Charter Academy's request to amend their charter, 
they removed their request for consideration. That 
contract initially runs through January at a price tag of 
$60,000. At that time, the board at MCA can choose to 
extend it for the next 4 years or could decide to close 
the school. Jones said the determination on the future 
of the school will probably be made in mid-February. 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/8 6pm 2 minutes The State School Superintendent made a stop in 
Forsyth Thursday morning at T.G Scott Elementary 
School. Richard Woods toured the school and says he 
wants to create more options for public school 
students in Kindergarten to twelfth grade. He spoke 
with Principal of T.G. Scott Elementary, Richard 
Bazemore, local school officials and teachers about 
improving the literacy rate, reducing the number of 
tests students take and making sure they're evaluated 
fairly. "Reducing the stress and the amount of tests we 
take in Georgia but also I think being at an elementary 
school, looking and trying to put the emphasis on 
reading and trying to improve our literacy scores," said 
Woods. 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=2&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi0kM_DpOPJAhVE7SYKHTOhAB0QFggiMAE&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.13wmaz.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2Flocal%2Fmacon%2F2015%2F12%2F11%2Ffour-macon-charter-academy-board-members-resign%2F77189714%2F&usg=AFQjCNEpr0MpnWYtdnMjKQRTSwAC2NYyJA&bvm=bv.110151844,d.cWw


 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/21 6pm 2 minutes Some Bibb County juniors at Northeast High got to 
brush up on the art of conversation with potential 
employers through several mock interviews at 
Northeast High. Students discussed their experience 
during the report. Employers included Robins Federal 
and the Fickling and Company real estate agency. 
Northeast plans to host another mock interview day in 
the spring, this time for its seniors. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/29 6pm 3 minutes For the second time this year, Georgia students will 
take the Milestones test. It's a test the state uses to 
measure whether public schools are improving. It 
replaces several standardized tests that students took 
previously. It's also an online test, and school systems 
are working to make sure they have the equipment 
and its students ready. While school districts are still 
waiting for last year's scores, many are already 
preparing for this year's test. Still, many districts and 
its students face many challenges. 
The State Department of Education released 
preliminary scores last month. It shows Georgia 
students are not competing well against other 
students nationally. In all four test subjects, about two-
thirds of Georgia students were not proficient. In 
English-Language Arts, 37.5 percent of students in 
grades three through nine were either proficient or 
distinguished. That leaves more than 62 percent of 
students in the "beginning" or "developing" categories 
and below their peers on a national level. Math scores 
are slightly worse with 36.5 percent students proficient 
or distinguished, and more than 63 percent of students 
"beginning" or "developing." 
Milestones scores for Science and Social Studies were 
even worse with only 35 percent of students proficient 
or better in science, while in social studies, 34 percent 
of students were proficient or better. 
 13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/17 6pm 3 minutes 

 
Paula Rotondo interviewed Mercer University's 
campus President Bill Underwood.  This fall marks 10 
years at the University for Underwood. Through the 
years, Mercer's footprint has expanded throughout the 
city and nation, but Underwood says the most 
significant thing he's done as president, is "put 
together a great team of people." Underwood has 
played a major role in raising the school's profile in 
sports, adding football, men's and women's lacrosse, 
and sand volleyball. "We don't really have anything 
else on the horizon, I think that's plenty," he says. 
Overall enrollment has grown 22 percent and Ph. 
D. programs have increased tenfold, rising 33 to 300. 
The interviewed also looked at Underwood’s impact on 
community development, including the College Hill 
Corridor, a neighborhood revitalization project focused 
on improving a two mile area surrounding  
Underwood also helped create the Center for 
Collaborative Journalism, aimed at giving students 
hands on news-gathering experience. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11/19 6pm 
 
 
 

3 minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Karli Barnett interviewed educators and parents about 
homework and some recent studies. The National 
Education Association has a "10-Minute Rule", which 
suggests 10 minutes of homework per grade level each 
night. That means about 20 minutes for second grade, 
no more than 30 minutes for 3rd grade, and so on. 
Research from the American Journal of Family Therapy 
shows many elementary school children received up to 
three times that. 
Eric Payne Houston County Schools' Assistant 
Superintendent of Teaching and Learning says he 
believes the reason for homework has shifted. "The 
purpose is more so, not to practice the skill, but to give 
the teacher a better understanding of if the students 
understand what they learned that day." 
He says the curriculum does not state how much 
homework should be assigned. "We just really 
encourage nightly reading, especially in the lower 
levels." Homework decisions are made at the school or 
by the teacher. "Whatever assignment we give them 
has a purpose behind it. It's meaningful," says Angie 
Battle, a fourth grade teacher at Langston Road 
Elementary. She says her homework philosophy has 
evolved in her 20 years of teaching. 
"I've come to find out rigor is not brought out by more 
work," Battle explains. "It's brought out by more 
concentrated work and more thought-provoking 
work." 
In other words, less quantity, but with a little more 
intensity. 
Now, students may have more advanced work, Battle 
says, largely due to advancements in technology. 
However, too much homework can have 
consequences. 
"There's a lot of lost sleep over homework and a lot of 
stress within the household and a lot of cutting back 
on other activities, such as eating a home-cooked 
meal," says Dr. Gena Connally, a clinical psychologist. 
Connally says homework is like exercise. If there is too 
much, the brain is simply going through the motions. 
"Moderation, I think, in homework assignments is the 
key." 
She also adds the work should be useful, rather than 
just busy work. 
There is no perfect amount of work. Homework varies 
depending on both the teacher and the student. 
Even though homework assignments help the teacher 
gauge students' progress, inform parents, and allow 
students to practice skills, experts say more is not 
always better. 
Georgia State Superintendent of Schools, Richard 
Woods, says he has noticed a correlation between 
more mandated standardized tests and more 
homework. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/24 5pm, 6pm 2 minutes Sacred Heart Catholic Church in Warner Robins is 
building a new school. Workers broke ground and 
recently began clearing the land. The construction, 
which includes the new school, social hall, and office 
buildings will cost about $9 million. About 170 
students are currently enrolled in preschool through 
8th grade. The new facility will accommodate almost 
twice as many students. They expect the three 
buildings to be completed by fall of next year and plan 
for students to be able to start classes there in January 
2017. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/8 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes Middle Georgia State University has been authorized 
by its accrediting agency to admit and register 
students for its new graduate degree programs. 
According to the school, the accreditation was 
announced at a recent meeting of the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on 
Colleges in Texas. The Master of Science in Information 
Technology has tracks in information security/digital 
forensics and health informatics. The Master of 
Science in Nursing prepares nurse practitioners in 
adult/gerontology and acute care. Both degrees are 
completely online. 
The Office of Graduate Studies will begin admitting, 
advising, and registering students immediately. The 
last day for provisional acceptance into the Spring 
2016 semester cohorts is January 7. Classes begin on 
January 11. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/17 5pm, 6pm 2 minutes Middle Georgia State hosted its first fall 
commencement and its first graduation ceremony as a 
university. Middle Georgia State gained university 
status in July. More than 200 graduates from the 
school's College of Education and College of Arts and 
Sciences walked across the stage Thursday morning to 
receive their diploma. Middle Georgia State also held 
another ceremony for graduates from the schools of 
aviation, business, health, sciences and information 
technology. 
 

Public Service 
Announcements on 
13WMAZ 

10/7 – 10/24 various 
times for 
PSAs 

30-second PSA 
aired 61 times 

PSA promoted a 5k event to benefit Woodfield 
Academy in Macon. The school is designed especially 
for students with Learning Differences. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News Each 
Wednesday 
throughout 
the quarter 
(August- 
September) 

5pm  2:30 each 
week 

Each week during the school year, students 
participating in 13WMAZ’s Junior Journalist program 
help tell the stories of outstanding teachers in the 
community. Teachers are nominated by their students, 
and the Junior Journalists shadow a 13MWAZ reporter 
to help prepare the weekly report. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
  I Local Issue: Crime and Public Safety  

 
Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News Each 
Wednesday 
during the 
quarter 

11pm 1 minute 
each week 

Each week during 13WMAZ Eyewitness News at 11 p.m. 
13WMAZ airs a one minute public service 
announcement for Crimestoppers to ask for the 
community’s help in identifying suspects and  providing 
authorities information to help make an arrest. 

CBS News Special Report 10/1 2:28pm and 
4pm 

8 minutes Breaking news coverage of the shooting at Umpqua 
Community College in Oregon 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/7 
 

6pm, 
11pm 

4 minutes  Macon rapper Sonny Spoon, whose real name is James 
Maxwell, was indicted as part of a federal drug 
operation that also netted 30 other suspects. U.S. 
Attorney Michael J. Moore announced the indictments 
saying that 31 people were charged with drug 
trafficking, firearms and money laundering. Federal 
agents, state and local authorities collaborated in the 
investigation that targeted large scale drug 
organizations in Macon, Moore said. Over the course of 
the investigation, authorities seized large amounts of 
cocaine, marijuana and cash. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/27, 
10/28, 
10/29, 
10/30, 11/2 

5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

20 minutes 
total 

Reports covered a shooting in Warner Robins. Sixteen-
year-old Ryan Skeen was in intensive care at Medical 
Center Navicent Health on with gunshot wounds to his 
neck, police told 13WMAZ. Officers arrested a 13-year-
old in connection to that shooting. He's being held at 
Crisp County Youth Detention Center charged with 
aggravated battery, aggravated assault, possession of a 
firearm by an underage person, possession of a firearm 
during the commission of a crime and possession of 
prescription pills, according to information released by 
police. 
10/28 : Ryan Skeen was declared legally dead, and the 
accused 13-year-old shooter was charged with murder. 
Houston County Coroner Danny Galpin has 
characterized Ryan Skeens condition as "brain dead." He 
tells us that the child is on a ventilator. 
10/28 Report that 13-year-old Kaden Chase Barefoot 
was charged with the murder of another Warner Robins 
teenager, Ryan Skeen, who was 16. 
10/29  13WMAZ interviewed former Houston County 
prosecutor Kelly Burke, who said it will be hard to 
convince jurors that a child of 13 years old planned to 
kill. He said, "Intent is a tough thing for any prosecutor 
in any case, but particularly as the perpetrator gets 
younger and younger, it just becomes tough because 
people sitting on the jury going, 'He's awful young to 
have that kind of intent.'" 
Burke agreed with the current District Attorney George 
Hartwig's decision to charge him as an adult. Burke said, 
"Superior court is going to have a wider range of things 
that could happen, some of which won't be pleasant to 
the youngster, versus juvenile court." Burke said 
superior court is more about what's best for the 
community where as juvenile court is what's best for the 
accused. 
 

http://www.13wmaz.com/story/news/local/warner-robins/2015/10/28/child-to-be-charged-with-murder-in-warner-robins-shooting/74738058/
http://www.13wmaz.com/story/news/local/warner-robins/2015/10/28/child-to-be-charged-with-murder-in-warner-robins-shooting/74738058/


 

 

     
10/30  13WMAZ’s Paula Rotondo  spoke to Barefoot's 
grandfather. He urged people to respect his family's 
privacy. "We feel sorry for the (Skeen) family," he said. 
"It's just tearing up two families." 13WMAZ also filed an 
open records request with the District Attorney's office. 
Its response stated they are not required to produce 
anything other than the initial police arrest report and 
initial incident report, but said they have yet to receive 
either one from police. Warner Robins Police have also 
not answered questions about whether Barefoot has a 
past record. They've declined to talk about whether 
they've learned a motive for the shooting or any 
connection between the two teenagers. 
 
11/2 Coverage of the funeral for Ryan Skeen. 
 
  

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/3, 11/4 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

10 minutes 13WMAZ reported developments as authorities 
searched for escaped inmate Jim Lowery. He escaped at 
11 a.m. in the morning and was captured around 10:20 
p.m. He was arrested without incident, the GBI says. No 
one was injured. The GBI said the inmate was shackled 
and double-cuffed when he escaped from a transport in 
Laurens County. Lowery was in jail charged with murder, 
felony murder and aggravated assault on a police officer 
and one count of felony fleeing and attempting to elude 
a police officer. 
 
On 11/4 the Treutlen Sherriff said that the deputy 
transporting Lowery did nothing wrong and explained 
how Lowery escaped. 

 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/4 6pm 3 minutes A 13WMAZ report revisited the case of Diane Fields. It 
has been one year since Diane Fields went missing from 
her East Dublin home. Her family still is looking for 
answers, and the GBI is still offering a $5,000 reward for 
information in the case. 13WMAZ discovered earlier in 
the week of the report, Fields was not on the GBI's 
online list of missing persons cases. The report 
interviewed the family, local law enforcement and the 
GBI. Police call her disappearance foul play, but so far, 

no one's been charged and they have not named a 
suspect. 

 



 

 

48 Hours: Paris Under Attack 11/14 8pm 1 hour 48 HOURS: “Paris Under Attack” (8:00–9:00p) - a special 
live edition of 48 HOURS reporting on the terrorist 
attacks in Paris, France on Friday, November 13. 
Includes segments on the attacks themselves; the 
politics of terrorism; security vulnerabilities in the U.S. 
and abroad; and the latest U.S. intelligence. (1) the 
latest information from Paris. (C: Scott Pelley). (2) 
concerns about future attacks, information about a 
suspected Belgium connection with the terrorists (C: 
Elizabeth Palmer). (3) a timeline of the attacks, from the 
soccer match to the restaurants and the concert hall. 
Interviewed: witnesses Stephen McCurry, Aurora 
Barrett. (C: Peter Van Sant). (4) foiled plots, the dark 
web, and the possibility of an attack like this happening 
in the United States. Guest: John Miller, former CBS 
News Correspondent, now NYPD Deputy Commissioner 
of Intelligence (from New York). (5) revelation that the 
attacks were coordinated for maximum carnage, 
targeting places celebrating the joys of life. Interviewed: 
Bernabed Moncef. (C: Allen Pizzey). (6) a report from 
Erbil, in northern Iraq, about the battle by Kurdish forces 
to take back the ISIS (ISIL)-held city of Sinjar. 
Interviewed: Amini Ibrahim, a Yazidi soldier. (C: Charlie 
D’Agata). (7) U.S. law enforcement is investigating and 
helping French authorities. U.S. officials concerned that 
ISIS (ISIL) tactics could be used here. Interviewed: Juan 
Zarate (CBS News Consultant). (C: Jeff Pegues). (8) the 
challenge of protecting so-called soft targets in U.S. 
cities: NFL stadiums, tourist destinations, shopping 
malls. Interviewed: Vincent Marra, former NYPD 
counterterrorism officer. (C: Erin Moriarty). (9) the 
impact of the attacks on the upcoming Democratic 
debate and how the focus has changed to include 
terrorism. (C: John Dickerson, Nancy Cordes). (10) the 
Republican reaction: Democrats have not been tough 
enough on terrorism and ISIS (ISIL) (C: Major Garrett). 
(11) the first coordinated ISIS (ISIL) attack in the West is 
a game-changer, presenting new exigencies and 
questions – including the new debate of security vs. 
privacy. Interviewed: Mike Morrell (CBS News Senior 
National Security Contributor). (C:  Norah O’Donnell). 
(12) the Democratic debate with John Dickerson. (13) 
post-attack Paris: residents unite against this act of 
barbarism by expressing their solidarity. Interviewed: 
Stephen Ventura, documentary producer. (C: Susan 
Spencer). (14) a profile of the band Eagles of Death 
Metal who were performing at the Bataclan Concert Hall 
when the attack there started. Interviewed: Steve 
Appleford, music journalist. (C: Tracy Smith). (15) the 
human cost of terror -- reminders of 9/11, and across-
the-world support for the French people. (C: Richard 
Schlesinger). (Anchor: Norah O’Donnell (NY); 
Correspondents: Scott Pelley, Elizabeth Palmer, Peter 
Van Sant, Allen Pizzey, Susan Spencer (Paris); Charlie 
D’Agata (Iraq); Jeff Pegues (Washington); John 
Dickerson, Nancy Cordes, Major Garrett (Iowa); Erin 
Moriarty (NY); Tracy Smith (Los Angeles) – Executive 
Producer: Susan Zirinsky) 
 
 



 

 

60 Minutes 11/15 7pm 15 minutes “The Paris Attacks” – a report on the terror attacks in 
Paris, France on November 13

th
. ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) 

claimed responsibility for the series of attacks which 
consisted of mass shootings, suicide bombings, and 
hostage-taking. At least 129 people are dead with 
hundreds more injured. Two survivors describe the 
scene of the shootings at Bonne Biere café, and the 
massacre inside the Bataclan concert hall during an 
Eagles of Death Metal concert, where most of the 
victims were killed. Includes interviews with: Mark 
Colclough, Danish psychotherapist witnessed Bonne 
Biere café shooting; Francois (he withheld his last name 
for his own safety), shot and survived Bataclan shooting; 
and Alain Bauer, criminologist and former security 
advisor to the French Government. (C: Scott Pelley - P: 
Michael H. Gavshon, Keith Sharman, David M. Levine, 
Guy Campanile, Michael Rey, Robert G. Anderson) 
 

CBS News Special Report 11/24 11:58am 1 hour Coverage of the press conference with President Obama 
and French President Hollande. 

CBS News Special Report 11/25 11:49am 11 minutes Coverage of President Obama’s statement on Homeland 
Security and the Thanksgiving holiday. 
 
 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/2 6pm 2 minutes Jacksonville, Georgia's police chief and his wife were 
arrested and charged with stealing a newspaper 
collection box. According to the G-B-I, officers arrested 
Charles Briley and his wife Ashley today. Mrs. Briley is 
also a certified police officer. The Brileys are each 
charged with one count of theft by taking, one felony 
count of false statements and writings, and one felony 
count of violation of oath by public officer. The GBI 
reports the Brileys took a newspaper collection box to 
their home, where they used it as a well cover. Oconee 
circuit district attorney Tim Vaughn requested the 
investigation. Jacksonville is in Telfair County, and is 
about 2 hours southeast of Macon. 

 



 

 

CBS News Special Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CBS News Special Report 
 
 
 
CBS News Special Report 
 
 
CBS News Special Report 

12/2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12/3 
 
 
 
12/4 
 
 
12/6 

2:45pm – 
5:20pm and 
6:18pm – 
6:30pm 
 
 
 
 
11:05am – 
11:17am 
 
 
2:18pm – 
2:44pm 
 
8:00pm – 
8:18pm 

2 hours and 
45 minutes 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13 minutes 
 
 
 
26 minutes 
 
 
18 minutes 

A CBS News Special Report aired as developments 
unfolded in the shooting in San Bernardino. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Live coverage of President Obama’s press conference on 
the shooting in San Bernardino. 
 
 
New developments on the suspects in the shooting in 
San Bernardino. 
 
Live coverage of President Obama’s address to the 
nation. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/7 
 

5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

8 minutes 13WMAZ filed several local reports following the 
shootings in San Bernardino. 
A 12/7 report detailed that Shannon Johnson was one of 
the 14 people killed during the attack in San Bernardino. 
A 1988 graduate of the private school Windsor 
Academy, he spent his senior year of high school in 
Macon. Claire Davis sat down with his classmates to 
learn more about the man they call their very own hero. 
The four classmates gathered to reflect on their fallen 
classmate, Shannon Johnson. Co-captain of the 
cheerleading squad in 1988, Amy Stokes says Johnson 
was like a big brother. "It did not surprise any of us at all 
that it happened the way it did with him trying to 
protect someone else," said Stokes. 
 
12/7/15 
Imam Zarif Shamsid-Deen was interviewed about Islam 
after the shooting in San Bernardino. He leads prayer at 
the Masjid Warith Deen Mohammed mosque on 
Bloomfield Road in Macon. "We feel sad, we feel hurt," 
said Shamsid-Deen, "We feel the injustice, and wrong 
just like any right-minded human being." He believes 
more scrutiny is placed on Islam when shootings involve 
Muslims as opposed to shootings involving other 
religions. Shamsid-Deen says the violent acts of some 
extremists groups go against the religion of Islam and 
should not shape the views on Muslims in America. 
"Muslims shouldn't be mistreated because of the act of 
somebody that's...I think these people are disturbed, 
they're not balanced," he said. Shamsid-Deen says he's 
always felt accepted by the Macon community, and that 
he personally has never felt persecuted for his beliefs. 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/14, 
12/18, 
12/19, 12/21 

5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

20 minutes 
total 

12/14 Multiple reports covered the death of a Macon 
girl following a drive-by shooting Macon. 
Police say Tashuntis Roberts, 14, was inside of her 
home. A witnesses who was sitting on a porch at a 
nearby home reported seeing a car go down the street, 
turn around, and stop in front of the home. A person got 
out of the car and fired several shots at the home. It was 
reported that an earlier incident involving the child's 
brother could have lead to the shooting, according to 
the news release. 
12/16 Following the death of 14-year-old Ta’Shuntis 
Roberts, Karli Barnett spoke with a coach and a 
volunteer group about the case and violence in the city. 
This year, there have been 24 homicides in Macon. They 
discussed what they're doing to positively influence 
young people. Coach Jesse Hicks of Central High School 
has been in education for over two decades and says it's 
devastating to see young people involved in crime, or a 
victim of one. Hicks says, as an educator, adults need to 
take a more proactive role. His goal is to have lessons in 
the locker room translate to his players' lives. Hicks says 
by forming relationships, students have someone to 
keep them accountable. Frank Dixon is a member of 
Macon Peace Keepers.  The group addresses gangs, 
youth crime, and other violence through events to 
promote peace in the community. "We've tried to target 
areas that are high crime and just be a positive 
influence" Dixon explains. "You got people who know 
exactly who it was that did it and won't say anything," 
notes fellow Peace Keeper, Faye Alexander. "That's sad." 
On 12/18 friends and family released balloons in 
remembrance of Ta'Shuntis Roberts. The balloon release 
was at Southwest High School, where the teen was a 
freshman.  
On 12/19 a report covered the funeral of Ta'Shuntis 
Roberts. "She was the nicest girl you could ever talk to," 
says her friend Dsiree Newton. "She just made me 
happy," adds her friend Hailey Neal. It was with heavy 
hearts the two came to say goodbye to "Tootie," as they 
called her.Another one of Roberts' close friends spoke at 
the podium."I will never see my best friend again on 
earth," she said, unable to hold back the tears. 
Roberts was a freshman at Southwest High school. She 
participated in cheerleading and flag line. One of  
The service was not just a time of mourning. Those who 
attended sang songs of praise, because they say Roberts' 
spirit is still with them."God needed an angel," Newton 
says. "She's their angel now." 
12/21 
Ta'Shuntis Roberts' death has sparked conversations in 
Macon about what the community can do to curb the 
violence. The Macon Peacekeepers and other community 
leaders gathered in the Bloomfield neighborhood, not far 
from where Roberts was killed, to rally for peace Sunday. 
They held signs and walked through the neighborhood, 
talking to residents about the issues. Faye Alexander with 
Peacekeepers said they're taking their streets back. The 
Peacekeepers plan to hold similar rallies in other Macon 
neighborhoods. 
12/21 
U.S. Marshal's arrested Terrance Hampton and charged 
him with murder and five counts of aggravated assault 
in the Dec. 13 shooting death of Ta'Shuntis Roberts.  

 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News  12/22 6pm, 11pm 4 minutes Baldwin County Sheriff Bill Massee is looking to round 
up some able bodies to assist his office in times of need. 
He posted on the sherriff’s office Facebook page 
Thursday that he will soon be posting a link on the page 
for willing volunteers to apply to join his "posse." "I am 
establishing a sheriff's posse to assist us during any time 
of crisis in our county," Massee wrote in the Facebook 
post. "The basis of a posse comes from the term Posse 
Comitatus which literally means 'power of the 
community.' I have always believed that local law 
enforcement is only as good as the people in the 
community that support us and assist us in our service." 
Massee's post mentioned turbulent times in the country 
in which it, "seems like on a daily basis something 
extraordinary happens in our country," he stated. "Even 
though we live in a small jurisdiction, we are not 
immune to a tragic event." Massee said Baldwin County 
could be a possible target with its three colleges and 
being a major "seat of employment in the Oconee area." 
Massee said his department is currently training for 
active shooter scenarios, but a larger event could leave 
him shorthanded. "We, like many smaller counties do 
not have adequate personnel or necessary equipment 
like larger areas," he stated in the Facebook post. "We 
are especially weak in manpower numbers and in the 
event of a major catastrophe we would have to call on 
our community for assistance." Massee said his plan is 
to hold quarterly meetings and training with his deputies 
and posse so "each are well acquainted and understand 
each other's roles while working together in these 
critical times," he said. 
 

Public Service Announcement Various October, 
November, 
December 

34  :30 spots 
 

TVB Project Road Block – “Bad Daters” encourages not 
to drink and drive.  

Public Service Announcement Various October, 
November, 
December 

16  :60 spots 
 

Joyful Heart Foundation – “Anthem”, “Excuses”, 
“Speechless” helps to heal, educate and empower 
survivors of sexual assault, domestic violence and child 
abuse, and to shed light on the situation. 

Public Service Announcement Various October, 
November, 
December 

35  :60 spots 
 

National Crime Prevention – “Elderly” helps to address 
the causes of crime and violence and reduce the 
opportunities for crime to occur.  

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  Local Issue: Government  
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/6, 
10/14, 
10/26, 
10/27, 
11/8, 
11/17, 
12/1, 12/8 
 

5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

20 minutes 
total 

Several reports covered developments after State Senator 
Ross Tolleson announced his decision to step down due to 
health reasons. Tolleson of Perry has been in the state 
senate since 2003. Tolleson said he's in the early stages of 
Alzheimer's Disease. Tolleson, a Republican, says he'll 
leave his seat Nov. 1. His District 20 represents Bleckley, 
Laurens and Pulaski counties as well as most of Houston 
County. 
Following the announcement, 13WMAZ covered the 
political race to fill his open seat. 
On 10/14 13WMAZ reported two more candidates, Brooks 
Keisler and Jon Martin, had joined the race which included 
Larry Walker Jr., Michael Reece and Vivien Childs. 
On 10/26 13WMAZ’s Randall Savage reported on the 
candidacy of Perry businessman Michael Reece. Reece, 54, 
had brushes with the law at ages 17, 25, and 32. He 
doesn't have a criminal conviction since 1992, and on 
March 25, 2014, the State Board of Pardons and Paroles 
granted Reece a pardon for all his offenses. According to 
Pardons and Paroles records, Reece's pardon also included 
restoration of all civil and political rights and the right to 
bear arms. With his eyes on the future and politics, Reece 
also acknowledges his past. "Somebody don't have to let 
their past predict their future," Reece said. "They can take 
what they learn from the past, turn it around, and be an 
outstanding young citizen for the community. They can 
raise three fine children, put them through college, build 
businesses here, employ people who need second 
chances, just like I did." 
According to Pardons and Paroles records, Reece's legal 
problems began in Cherokee County in 1978. He was 
charged with theft by taking, two counts of arson, three 
counts of theft of a motor vehicle and two counts of 
burglary. He was sentenced to 10 years with 5 years to 
serve with the remainder on probation. He was also 
ordered to pay $461 restitution.  "My past is there. It's 
public record," Reece said "I've been transparent about it, 
you know. I hate it. I regret it. But ever since then, I've just 
put the past behind me and moved on and moved 
forward." 
After receiving support from friends and officials, Reece 
submitted his request or a pardon to Pardons and Paroles. 
"I had some very strong people behind me that have 
known me for 30 years," Reece said. "I had two sheriffs 
from two different counties write letters. I had a United 
States Attorney General and I had a judge. They all 
confirmed my character." 
A pardon is an official act of forgiveness, and, according 
Pardons and Paroles spokesman Steve Hayes, it is granted 
only in exceptional cases. 
In FY 15, Hayes says 374 pardons were given. 
 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News    
 

 
On 10/27 James Pettis joined the race. 
 
On 11/8 13WMAZ covered a meeting featuring five of the 
six candidates. Candidates fielded questions at Centerville 
City Hall. The questions covered several issues that 
included special tax breaks, casino gambling and medical 
marijuana. 
 
On 11/17 13WMAZ covered a candidate forum at Middle 
Georgia State in Warner Robins. In the hour and a half 
panel discussion, the six hopefuls fielded questions 
ranging from religious freedom and taxes to gambling and 
education. One of the hot topics was education reform. 
 
On 12/1 13WMAZ covered Election Day and provided 
results of the race, along with other races in central 
Georgia. Larry Walker III won without a runoff. 
 
12/18 coverage of the swearing in ceremony for Larry 
Walker III. 
 13WMAZ Close Up 10/3 noon 30 minutes Gary Bechtel, Macon Bibb Commission, District 1, 
appeared on the program. He discussed next year’s 
election, with the mayor and all commission seats up 
during the election. He also talked about his plans to seek 
re-election. Bechtel discussed the issue of the drone 
debate for the city. Other topics included 
Confederate memorials in downtown Macon; City finances 
and meeting 20 percent reduction; 
Minor league baseball proposals; Macon blight; Casinos in 
Georgia; and a possible TSPLOST. 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 10/10 noon 30 minutes Ross Tolleson, State Senator, District 20 appeared on the 
program. He started by discussing his resignation and his 
health. He also talked about his most important 
accomplishments and disappointments. He discussed 
chairing the Natural Resources and Environment 
Committee and state water regulations and requirements. 
He also discussed being Vice Chair of the Rules 
Committee. Other Issues discussed included the Religious 
Restoration Act, Pastor Protection Act and medical 
marijuana in Georgia. 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 10/31 noon 30 minutes State Senator David Lucas of Macon appeared on the 
program. Issues discussed included his visit to Cuba, 
Confederate symbols, eliminating state income tax, 
increasing state sales tax, education reform, casino 
gambling for the state, the Religious Reformation Act and 
the Pastor Protection Act. 

 
 

 



 

 

CBS News Special Report 10/2 3:55pm 57 minutes Coverage of President Obama’s news conference. Topics 
included the economy, Russia’s involvement in Syria and 
gun violence in America. 

60 Minutes 10/11 7pm 25 minutes “President Obama” – an interview with President Barack 
Obama, recorded in the Roosevelt Room of the White 
House on Tuesday, October 6. Among the topics 
discussed: Russia’s military mission in Syria led by 
President Vladmir Putin in support of Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad; strategy in dealing with terrorist 
organizations in the Middle East including ISIS (ISIL) and al 
Qaeda after the failed program that attempted to train 
and equip Syrian rebels; presidential primary campaigns; 
Donald Trump; Hillary Clinton and her use of a private e-
mail server; Vice President Joe Biden’s possible run for 
president; and his thoughts about his last fifteen months 
in office. (C: Steve Kroft – P: L. Franklin Devine, Maria 
Gavrilovic, Michael Karzis) DOUBLE LENGTH SEGMENT 
 

60 Minutes 10/25 7pm 15 minutes “Vice President Biden” – an interview with Vice President 
Joe Biden and his wife, Dr. Jill Biden, recorded at their 
official residence on the grounds of the Naval Observatory 
on Saturday, October 24 after the vice president 
announced on Wednesday that he would not seek the 
Democratic presidential nomination. Together, they 
discussed the reasoning behind the decision to not run for 
president or any future political office, and the death of 
their son Beau Biden to brain cancer in May. Separately, 
Joe discussed: how he wants to influence the Democratic 
Party; Hillary Clinton; Donald Trump; and what he would 
like to get done in his last fifteen months in office. (C: 
Norah O’Donnell – P: Michael Radutzky, Guy Campanile) 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/3 11pm 10 minutes 13WMAZ provided election results across from races 
across central Georgia. Key races included mayoral races 
in the cities of Forsyth, Jeffersonville, Irwinton, 
Montezuma and Soperton. Bibb County voters approved 
an e-SPLOST to fund improvements in security and 
technology in Bibb County schools and voters in 
Milledgeville and Baldwin County rejected an amendment 
to consolidate the Milledgeville and Bibb County 
governments.  
 
 
 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/4 6pm, 11pm 4 minutes Report that Monroe County's 17,000 property owners 
received incorrect property tax bills. Tax Commissioner 
Lori Andrews said the millage rate listed on those bills is 
lower than the real one.The bills were sent out October 
15 with a millage rate of $10.831 per thousands. The 
correct rate: $13.816. Andrews said, "We basically just 
rushed through it. We were in a hurry and trying to get 
the tax bills out. We had the entities just wanting to get 
these tax bills out and we just we rushed through it is the 
bottom line," she said. Andrews blamed it on a 
miscommunication between her office and Manatron, the 
company that compiles their tax data. Now the county 
could face a fee of their own, the cost of re-sending about 
17,000 correct bills. A mistake that could cost more than 
$8,000. 
 

CBS News: Democratic 
Presidential Debate 

11/14 9pm 2 hours CBS NEWS: DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE - live 
coverage of the 2016 Democratic presidential debate, 
featuring candidates Hillary Clinton, Bernie Sanders and 
Martin O’Malley.  Principal Moderator: John Dickerson.  
Panelists: Nancy Cordes, CBS News Congressional 
Correspondent; Kevin Cooney, anchor, KCCI-TV, Des 
Moines, Iowa; Kathie Obradovich, political columnist, Des 
Moines Register. Origination: Drake University, Iowa.  
Correspondent Major Garrett discusses the response to 
the debate on Twitter. 
 60 Minutes 11/15 7pm 15 minutes “The Speaker of the House” – an interview with 
Republican Representative Paul Ryan, the newly elected 
Speaker of the House, at his home in Janesville, Wisconsin. 
Among the topics discussed: his relationship with 
President Barack Obama; reasons for becoming Speaker; 
the loss of his father at age 16; a lack of a residence in 
Washington, DC, and how he sleeps in his office; his 
immigration and tax plan; and entitlement programs. Also 
includes an interview with Paul’s wife, Janna Ryan. (C: 
Scott Pelley – P: Robert G. Anderson, Aaron Weisz) 
 13WMAZ Close Up 11/21 noon 30 minutes Elaine Lucas, Interim GABEO President, Macon Bibb 
Commissioner, appeared on the program. 
She discussed the GABEO regrouping and rebuilding goals, 
the tenure of future GABEO officers and a possible move 
of the headquarters to Macon. She discussed Kendrick 
Johnson’s death. She also discussed voting rights efforts 
and encouraging people to vote. 
 CBS News Special Report 12/18 2:05pm – 

2:58pm 
54 minutes Live coverage of President Obama’s news conference. The 

President’s opening remarks looked back at the year. He 
fielded questions on tracking terror threats, Guantonomo, 
challenges in the Middle East, legislative priorities for 
2016, the climate deal signed in Paris and criminal justice 
reform. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/21 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

5 minutes For the first time, public transportation is available to 
people in Warner Robins. A 2012 Transit Feasibility study 
indicated many people wanted to use buses to get to 
doctor's appointments and shopping centers. An idea that 
has taken a backseat for years is now taking off. "It's been 
a long time coming, but we got it now," says Oscar Mason, 
with the Warner Robins Housing Authority. 
They have taken it upon themselves to provide the city 
with this service. The transit system includes two buses 
that make 23 stops on weekdays. The report covered the 
schedule and information for people interested in the 
service. 
The transit system is paid for by the housing authority, 
and it will cost about $70,000 per year. 
 
 
 
  
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/1, 
12/10, 
12/16, 
12/23 
 

5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

15 minutes 
total 

Reports covered a debate on whether the Mayor should 
have the power to fire department heads in the Macon-
Bibb government. 
On 12/1 seven people that had served as interim directors 
throughout the Macon-Bibb government, were all 
officially given the department head positions. Last week, 
Mayor Robert Reichert gave his recommendations to 
commissioners on who should fill the positions. Almost all 
commissioners agreed except for Bert Bivins, who voted 
against the appointments. Bivins says he felt that he and 
other commissioners were left out of the decision, but 
Mayor Reichert says that wasn't the case. 
 
On 12/10 a report focused on a possible change coming to 
the charter for Macon-Bibb County. In a 6-2 vote, 
commissioners voted to alter part of the local 
government's charter. They want to change the part that 
says the mayor can fire a department head without input. 
The majority of commissioners want to ask state 
legislators to allow commissioners to appeal the 
firings. Macon-Bibb Commissioner Elaine Lucas co-
sponsored the resolution. She said department leaders 
need protection. "It's not about who is serving," she said. 
"It's about the position of mayor having too much power 
over the livelihood and the future of all department 
heads." Commissioners Mallory Jones and Gary Bechtel 
voted against the resolution. Bechtel said department 
heads should know the risks before taking on a new title. 
"The performance of the department heads is what should 
determine whether they keep their position or not, and 
not some kind of appeal process because I believe it can 
be a crutch," he said.   
 
Coverage of the Macon-Bibb Commission meeting on 

12/16, revealed there were some disagreements over the 

process of firing department heads. A new resolution 

passed that would create an opportunity for appeals for 

department heads, but Mayor Robert Reichert promises 

to veto it. "If they don't perform up to expectations of the 

Mayor, then I think the Mayor needs to have the authority 

to dismiss them," said Reichert. He says department heads 

understand their jobs do not come with job security. 

Commissioner Lucas says their position should come with 

job security given the amount of responsibilities 

department heads hold. "They would have a fair playing 

field. They would have at least an appeal of their 

termination, and I think that's only fair if we're going to do 

right," said Lucas. 

 

On 12/23 Macon-Bibb Mayor Robert Reichert vetoed a 
council resolution aimed at limiting his power to fire 
department heads. "The current system is working, and 
there is no reason to make this significant change and 
potentially cost us our forward momentum,' Reichert said. 
It would take seven commissioners out of nine to overturn 
Reichert's veto. 

 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/1, 12/2 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

15 minutes 
total 

Several reports covered Donald Trump’s campaign speech 
in Macon. Trump talked more than an hour on November 
30 to thousands of people who gathered at the Macon 
Coliseum to hear him discuss his campaign issues. 
 

13WMAZ Close Up 12/1 Noon, 5pm, 
6pm 

5 minutes Report alerted viewers to the application process for the 
federal program that helps low-income people pay their 
winter utility bills. The Macon agency that runs that 
program in Bibb County changed the process, so people 
would not camp out overnight for a spot in line. The 
report covered qualifications and the application process. 
 

     
I Local Issue: Health   

 
Program Date Time Duration Description 

     

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/20 5pm 3 minutes Six years ago, the American Cancer Society lashed out 
against a federal task force that suggested most 
women could wait to get mammograms until age 50, 
instead of age 40, the age that other groups 
recommended beginning breast cancer screening. 
Delaying mammograms, the cancer society said, 
would lead more women to die. Now, in a move that 
reflects changing attitudes about cancer screening, 
the American Cancer Society is itself recommending 
fewer mammograms. In guidelines released Tuesday, 
the society said that women at average risk of breast 
cancer should begin annual mammograms at age 45 -- 
five years later than it had previously recommended. 
The society said it reached this conclusion after 
carefully weighing both the benefits and harms of 
mammograms for younger women, whose risk of 
breast cancer is much lower than that of older 
women. By age 55, women can transition to being 
screened every other year. That's because breast 
cancers tend to grow more slowly after menopause, 
making it safe for women to be checked less often, 
according to the guidelines, published online Tuesday 
in JAMA, formerly the Journal of the American 
Medical Association. In another major change, the 
society said doctors no longer need to perform breast 
exams during women's checkups, given the fact  
that these exams have never been shown to save lives 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/6 5pm, 6pm 5 minutes A nonprofit called the Leapfrog Group looked at safety 
at more than 2000 hospitals nationwide. They used 
information from the hospitals themselves to set 
grades based on how well they protect patients from 
errors, injuries, accidents, and infections. And they 
graded them from A to F. Coliseum,Coliseum 
Northside, Perry Hospital and Fairview Park in 
Dublin all received As. Moving down the list, Houston 
Medical Center received a B, and Medical Center 
Navicent Health in Macon and Oconee Regional 
Medical Center in Milledgeville both got Cs. The study 
covered only hospitals with more than 100 beds. 
Based on the number of A-rated hospitals, the 
study ranked Georgia hospitals 10th-best in the 
nation. 
 13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/12 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes Navicent Health announced it's partnering with 
Mercer University through a program aimed at 
creating new problem solving strategies The Center 
for Disruption and Innovation will focus on improving 
service delivery, research, and cost. Navicent's CEO 
Doctor Ninfa Saunders said more specifically Mercer 
medical students will work to find solutions to 
decrease wait times, and increase the efficiency of 
patient care. Saunders said the medical students will 
help by bringing in fresh and innovative ideas for 
Navicent. Saunders said they hope the research will 
lead to the creation of new products and services. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/30 5pm 2 minutes Claire Davis reported on a group of group of Mercer 
University students working to educate people about 
AIDS.  December 1st was World AIDS Day. According 
to AIDS.gove, 35 million people worldwide are living 
with HIV.  The LGBT group at Mercer known 
as Common Ground hosted their first free HIV testing 
clinic with the North Central Health District.  
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/9 6pm 3 minutes A report on organ donation. The report profiled Trine 
Engebretsen, a third-year surgical resident at the 
Medical Center Navicent Health. She's also an organ 
transplant recipient. "When you come in as a patient 
for whatever reason, we're gonna do everything we 
possibly can for your care and to do everything we can 
for you and your family," said Engebretsen. She says 
only when a person cannot be saved will organ 
donation be discussed. She also says it's important for 
people to consider the procedure because the results 
are priceless. "All of this is possible because of donors. 
I wouldn't be here, my husband wouldn't be here, our 
two children wouldn't be here," said Engebretsen, "So 
I just really encourage everyone to please talk about 
organ donation." She says it's important for interested 
donors to talk to their family about their decision. 
According to the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services, one organ donor can save up to 8. 
 

http://www.hospitalsafetyscore.org/h/coliseum-medical-centers?findBy=city&city=Macon&state_prov=GA&agree=undefined&rPos=0&rSort=distance
http://www.hospitalsafetyscore.org/h/coliseum-medical-centers?findBy=city&city=Macon&state_prov=GA&agree=undefined&rPos=0&rSort=distance
http://www.hospitalsafetyscore.org/h/coliseum-northside-hospital?findBy=city&city=Macon&state_prov=GA&agree=undefined&rPos=550&rSort=distance
http://www.hospitalsafetyscore.org/h/perry-hospital?findBy=city&city=Macon&state_prov=GA&agree=undefined&rPos=891&rSort=distance
http://www.hospitalsafetyscore.org/h/fairview-park-hospital?findBy=city&city=dublin&state_prov=GA&agree=undefined&rPos=134&rSort=distance
http://www.hospitalsafetyscore.org/h/fairview-park-hospital?findBy=city&city=dublin&state_prov=GA&agree=undefined&rPos=134&rSort=distance
http://www.hospitalsafetyscore.org/h/houston-medical-center?findBy=city&city=Macon&state_prov=GA&agree=undefined&rPos=550&rSort=distance
http://www.hospitalsafetyscore.org/h/houston-medical-center?findBy=city&city=Macon&state_prov=GA&agree=undefined&rPos=550&rSort=distance
http://www.hospitalsafetyscore.org/h/medical-center-of-central-georgia?findBy=city&city=Macon&state_prov=GA&agree=undefined&rPos=0&rSort=distance
http://www.hospitalsafetyscore.org/h/medical-center-of-central-georgia?findBy=city&city=Macon&state_prov=GA&agree=undefined&rPos=0&rSort=distance
http://www.hospitalsafetyscore.org/h/oconee-regional-medical-center?findBy=city&city=Macon&state_prov=GA&agree=undefined&rPos=891&rSort=distance
http://www.hospitalsafetyscore.org/h/oconee-regional-medical-center?findBy=city&city=Macon&state_prov=GA&agree=undefined&rPos=891&rSort=distance
http://www.hospitalsafetyscore.org/your-hospitals-safety-score/state-rankings
http://www.hospitalsafetyscore.org/your-hospitals-safety-score/state-rankings
http://www.hospitalsafetyscore.org/your-hospitals-safety-score/state-rankings


 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/16 6pm 3 minutes Many hospitals, including two in Macon and Tifton, 
are using a system that lets patients get checked out 
from 100 miles away. The Medical Center Navicent 
Health is one of many hospitals taking part in 
"telemedicine," or videoconferencing with special 
instruments. The Macon hospital and Tift Regional 
Medical Center in Tifton started using the technology 
in August. The technology is currently only used by 
Navicent Health's pediatric GI Center. The hospital 
hopes to expand the system to other departments, 
starting with pediatric endocrinology. 
 
 
 
 

Public Service Announcement Various October, 
November, 
December 

8   :30 spots PSA America Cancer Society - “Unfunded Research” 
raises awareness for research for cancer. 

 
Public Service Announcement 

Various October, 
November, 
December 
 

71    :60 spots PSA America Diabetes Association – “One Step At A 
Time” raised awareness for diabetes in America. 

Public Service Announcement Various October, 
November, 
December 

76  :60 spots PSA American Heart Association – “Stroke” raises 
awareness for those who may be at risk of a stroke. 

Public Service Announcement Various December 88  :30 spots PSA American Red Cross – promoted local blood 
drives in Central Georgia.  

Public Service Announcement Various October 48 :60 spots 
 

PSA Special Olympics – “Champions Together” shows 
the movement pioneered by a powerful youth 
community that believes in creating communities of 
acceptance, dignity, empowerment and joy every day 
for people with intellectual disabilities around the 
world. 

Public Service Announcement Various October, 
November, 
December 

139  :60 spots PSA St. Jude Research Hospital – Raises awareness for 
childhood cancer and the top hospital that treats 
cancer in children 

Public Service Announcement Various July, 
August, 
September 

30    :60 spots 
 

PSA Concussion Prevention – addresses concussions in 
youth sports 

 I 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 Local Issue: Military  
 
 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/16, 
11/23 

5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

5 minutes 10/16 
Report covered the announcement that the chief 
operating officer of 21st Century Partnership is 
stepping down in November. Chrissy Miner is joining 
the Museum of Aviation in Warner Robins. The 21st 
Century Partnership is a nonprofit with the mission of 
ensuring the long-term viability of Robins Force Air 
Base and the entire Middle Georgia region. Miner had 
served in the position since January 2013. 
 
On 11/23 13WMAZ reported Lieutenant General 
Charlie Stenner was stepping down as President and 
Chief Executive Officer of the 21st Century Partnership. 
He joined the Partnership in August 2014. Chairman of 
the board, Rob Brooks, said, as far as he knows, 
General Stenner is retiring. Brooks says this will not 
slow down the work of the Partnership, because 
General Stenner and Minor are both working on a 
transition plan to make the process as smooth as 
possible. At this point, Brooks says a new leader has 
not been chosen, but over the next few weeks, the 
Board will help in planning who will assume interim 
and, eventually, long-term leadership. 
 13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/29 6pm 3 minutes In a “Behind the Lines” report, Lorra Lynch Jones 
reported on the people in the prop shop that help 
keep C-130 Hercules airplanes flying people and 
supplies all around the world to support the military. 
About 100 people grind metal in Robins prop shop, but 
it's the only place in the entire Department of Defense 
this work happens. Prop mechanics pump out about 30 
props each month. "We are an overhaul facility," Kyle 
Barrett, another prop mechanic, said. "We take it 
down to the bare metal." "The props come in dirty and 
damaged," Barrett said. "These have probably been in 
Afghanistan, you know, the elements out there. 
Nothing but sandstorms." Mechanics like Barrett use a 
hydraulic robot called an Ultra Boss, to blast away 
build-up on the blades. Other mechanics scour the 
pumps and pistons that power the entire prop. They 
check parts for cracks by dipping them in green goo 
that glows under ultraviolet light. Imperfections could 
become fatal flaws for airmen in the field. The 
overhaul process of the prop takes about a month, but 
the high-level, hands-on work pays off. If it's work on 
props for a C-130 plane, it has to happen at Robins Air 
Force Base. The Robins prop shop recently took on 
work to repair propellers for P-3 airplanes flown by the 
Navy. They hope to attract additional workload as the 
military consolidates because of budget constraints. 
 



 

 

60 Minutes 10/25 7pm 30 minutes “Inside The Air War” – a report on the 14-month-old 
air war against ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) from inside the 
military operations floor at Al Udeid Air Base in Qatar. 
Every plane flying over Iraq and Syria is being tracked 
from here. 60 MINUTES cameras capture a B-1 
bomber, in real-time, striking a car-bomb factory with 
secondary explosions indicating explosives were inside. 
The air war costs the U.S. $10 million a day, launching 
aircraft from bases in Kuwait, Qatar, the United Arab 
Emirates, Jordan and Turkey. The estimated number of 
enemy fighters remains unchanged, twenty to thirty 
thousand, because ISIS has been able to replace the 
dead with new recruits. Includes interviews with: 
various American air crew flyers (unidentified due to 
potential death threats); Lieutenant Colonel David 
Haworth; and Lieutenant General Charles Brown, 
commander of the air war. (C: David Martin – P: Mary 
Walsh) 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/3 6pm 2 minutes Col. Jeff King, Commander for the 78th Air Base Wing 
at Robins Air Force Base, said about 400 jobs will be 
created or filled in the next year. King said the Warner 
Robins Air Logistics Complex planned to hire about 200 
people to meet requirements for existing workload in 
the depot. He said most of those jobs would be for 
mechanics. In addition, King said the installation would 
hire about 200 support personnel. He said they would 
fill vacancies in areas such as labor relations and 
software support. He said while Robins will be hiring, 
they are also working under increasingly tight budget 
constraints. King said they are cutting back the base 
recycling program, looking for ways to save when it 
comes to maintenance and creating more public-
private partnerships. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/7 11pm 2 minutes Military veterans were celebrated in Jones County. This 
was the 11th year of the ceremony, which took place 
in the Knox Civic Center. Veterans marched inside to a 
round of applause, then stood to be recognized as 
their branch's song was played. The crowd watched 
interviews conducted with Jones County vets, detailing 
their experiences overseas. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/11 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

10 minutes 
 

13WMAZ covered Veterans Day events across the 
area. Reports included Veterans gathering out in front 
of Warner Robins City Hall for a service sponsored by 
the Disabled American Veterans Chapter 33. It began 
as motorcycle groups thundered down Watson 
Boulevard. Service members from all walks of life and 
their families made up the crowd. At the event, older 
veterans were praised for their service, future military 
members were encouraged, and those who gave the 
ultimate sacrifice were remembered. 
 
Karli Barnett profiled one Houston County boy wants 
to send some tokens of appreciation overseas. His goal 
is to make as many care packages as he can to send to 
the troops. The Warner Robins High School freshman 
says he wanted to provide a little relief to the those 
who are working hard, fighting for our freedom. This is 
the first time he has put these gifts together, but when 
he was brainstorming ideas for his Eagle Scout project, 
he knew he wanted it to benefit men and women in 
the Armed Forces. "My grandfather's been in the Air 
Force and served in Vietnam," Hall says. "My stepdad 
was a marine that served in Iraq for the Iraqi 
Freedom." And he plans to follow in those footsteps 
one day. "I want to join the Air Force when I've 
graduated school. It runs through all our blood." 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/24 6pm, 11pm 4 minutes U.S. Sen. David Perdue visited Robins Air Force Base 
Tuesday and came away impressed with the dedicated 
workforce and its devotion to accomplishing the 
mission. In a news conference afterwards, Perdue 
called the lack of funding for the Joint Surveillance 
Target Attack Radar System "a poster child for 
bureaucratic malfeasance." Perdue said there are 16 
aging JSTARS aircraft with a "tremendous mission 
around the world." The senator said he's hopeful the 
funding for upgrading will be there "such that we 
cannot delay but actually find a way to accelerate it to 
deal with this gap that we have in terms of mission 
capability." Stressing his impression with the Robins 
workforce, Perdue said the workers contribute daily 
toward the Air Force's overall mission of helping keep 
America safe. He also discussed some congressional 
issues including the need for a balanced federal budget 
and the elimination of the national debt, which he said 
has reached eighteen trillion dollars. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/27 6pm 3 minutes A profile of the workers in the Robins Air Force Base 
cafeteria. They feed over 10,000 people a day at the 
cafeteria and around the Base. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/12 5pm, 6pm 3 minutes Riverside Cemetery held a ceremony Saturday to 
honor veterans who paid the ultimate sacrifice. 
Wreaths Across America provides wreaths for fallen 
heroes laid to rest in cemeteries all over the 
country. Riverside held an hour-long wreath laying 
ceremony, where an evergreen wreath was placed on 
the graves of servicemen. All of those wreaths come 
from donations. The ceremony paid tribute to all 
branches of the military, as well as prisoners of war 
and those missing in action. There are about 4000 
veterans in the cemetery. When Riverside Cemetery 
first started the ceremony, they placed 36 wreaths. 
Now, in its third year, enough was donated to place 
400 wreaths. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/13 6pm, 11pm 3 minutes 
The Department of Defense has officially approved the 

next step toward funding new planes to the JSTARS 

unit at Robins Air Force Base. The Office of the 

Secretary of Defense has approved, what's called, 

"Milestone-A" in the Air Force's plan to purchase new 

planes for the Joint Surveillance Target Attack Radar 

System, known as JSTARS. Last month, Congressman 

Austin Scott, who is a member of the House Armed 

Services Committee, and 60 other members of 

Congress wrote a joint letter to Secretary of Defense 

Ash Carter, urging approval of new planes for the 

JSTARS fleet. The next step is budgeting process in 

March for FY17. 
 13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/22 6pm, 11pm 2 minutes A Georgia native is among the six service members 
killed in a suicide bombing in Afghanistan. Chester 
McBride died in the attack on Monday. McBride's 
family says that he was a graduate of Statesboro High 
School and Savannah State University, where he was a 
football standout. Officials said the group died when 
an attacker rammed a motorcycle loaded with 
explosives into their patrol in a village near Bagram Air 
Base. The Taliban has claimed responsibility. 
 

Public Service Announcement Various October, 
November, 
December 

135 :60 spots 
 

PSA Wounded Warrior Project – “At Ease” and “Step 
Up” shows support for wounded veterans. 

Public Service Announcement Various October, 
November, 
December 

80 :60 spots 
 
 

PSA Veteran Affairs – Offers support for our veterans. 



 

 

     I Local Issue: Economy  

 

 

Program Date Time Duration Description 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 7/2, 7/9, 
7/16, 7/23,  
7/30, 8/6, 
8/13, 8/20, 
8/27, 9/3, 
9/10, 9/17, 
9/24 
 
 
 

5pm 3 minutes 
each week 

Each Thursday on Eyewitness News at 5pm, a 
representative from the Georgia Department of Labor 
discusses job openings in central Georgia. 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/12-10/16 5pm, 6pm, 
11pm 

15 minutes Daily coverage from the Georgia National Fair in Perry. 
More than a half million people visited this year's 
Georgia National Fair setting a new record. 
Since its opening in June 1990, the Agricenter in 
Perry has attracted about 18 million people 
generating an estimated economic impact in 
excess of $1.5 billion. 

13WMAZ Close Up 10/24 noon 30 minutes Jessica Walden, Director of Communications for the 
College Hill Alliance discussed the Walden family music 
legacy in Macon and Alan and Phil Walden being in the 
Music Hall of Fame. She discussed the goals of the 
College Hill Alliance and the Connect Home project. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/22 6pm, 11pm 3 minutes The Georgia Department of Labor announced Thursday 
that Metro Warner Robins' unemployment rate for 
September was 6.1 percent, down two-tenths of a 
percentage point from 6.3 percent in August. The rate 
in September 2014 was 7.3 percent. The rate declined 
as employers created more jobs, according to a DOL 
news release. The number of jobs in Warner Robins 
increased by 300, or 0.4 percent, in September to 
69,500. The job gains came mostly in local and state 
government, the news release states. The 
unemployment rate is Metro Macon also declined. It 
was 6.3 percent in September, down two-tenths of a 
percentage point from 6.5 percent in August, 
according to the news release. The rate in September 
2014 was 7.5 percent. Metro Gainesville had the 
lowest area jobless rate at 4.7 percent, while the Heart 
of Georgia-Altamaha region had the highest at 7.5 
percent, according to the DOL. 
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/28 5pm, 6pm 2 minutes About 80 manufacturing jobs are coming to 
Milledgeville. A company called Chemtex opened a 
plant in the Columbia Center, off Highway 441. Matt 
Poyner with the development authority of 
Milledgeville and Baldwin County says this is the 
county's first major industrial announcement in about 
7 years. Chemtex produces plastic equipment used for 
oil spill clean-ups. He said the new Georgia plant will 
produce product for the entire Eastern seaboard. 
Chemtex has already hired about a dozen people and 
are ready to take on more employees right away. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 10/29 6pm, 11pm 2 minutes A report informed viewers about how they can learn 
more about open positions and employment with the 
Macon-Bibb County Fire Department and the Bibb 
County Sheriff's Office through an event cooordinated 
by the county Human Resources Department and 
Macon-Bibb District 9 commissioner Al Tillman. 
Macon-Bibb Fire Chief Marvin Riggins says the Fire 
Departments recently had a number of firefighters 
retire, leaving opportunities for recruiting. Bibb Sheriff 
David Davis says the sheriff's office will be hiring for 
both civilian office positions as well as uniformed 
deputy jobs. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 11/13 5pm, 6pm 2 minutes More than 150 jobs will return to Eatonton when the 
former Horton Homes manufacturing plant reopens. 
The company was once Putnam County's largest 
employer, but shut down earlier this year. A Texas 
company, Legacy Homes, recently bought the Horton 
site. Terry Schwindler, the county's development 
director, says Legacy plans to start production in 
January if the old factory buildings pass inspection.  
 



 

 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/7 6am 3 minutes The Central Georgia Workforce Development Program 
helps people gain access to training, education and 
placement for all types of jobs. It is a federally funded 
program that has exceeded 7 out of 9 performance 
measures in providing assistance to workers and 
employers alike, making it arguably one of the best in 
the state. The local Director, Shaknita Davis said, "It is 
our job and responsibility to understand what 
workforce trends are, what skills are needed from local 
industry and employers and make sure job seekers on 
the other side, know what skill sets are needed and 
then help them acquire those skill sets in order to 
meet the employer need as well as their need to find 
employment." 
Davis went on to explain that the program strives to 
break down any barriers for both employers and 
employees. "We assist them with tuition, books, fees, 
licenses, child care, transportation, any type of barrier 
that would hinder them from being able to obtain 
those skills that are needed." 
And this year the program qualified for a grant of over 
$1.9 million this year, allowing them to venture into 
job training, working with several local companies. 
 

13WMAZ Eyewitness News 12/4 6pm 2 minutes The Bare Bulb coffee shop announced Tuesday that it 
would close its doors, unless they raise $60,000 by 
January 31. Manager Dena Douglass Hobbs says the 
non-profit coffee shop was formed five years ago by 
The Presbyterian Church, as a space where young 
people and families could feel at home. Next to the 
shop is another space they opened where non-profits 
can host events for free, and others can rent out, but 
the money just isn't flowing in. "We're not making as 
much profit as a normal coffee shop would," Hobbs 
said. "People are coming to stay and be a part of this 
space but not necessarily buying as much product." 
Several benefit concerts and events are already 
underway. Later in the month the coffee shop 
announced it would have to close. 
 
 

Public Service 
Announcement 

October, 
November, 
December 

Various 17 :60 PSAs PSA offered viewers information on counseling for 
debt problems. 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

CBS FACE THE NATION   Sundays 10:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. and 11:30 a.m. - noon 
 
10/11/15 Guests:  Donald Trump, Republican Presidential Candidate (1); Dr. Ben Carson, Republican Presidential 

Candidate (2); Representative Mick Mulvaney (R-SC) (3); Robert Costa, The Washington Post (4); Ben 
Domenech, The Federalist (4); Ron Fournier, National Journal (4); Ruth Marcus, The Washington Post 
(4); Holly Williams, CBS News Foreign Correspondent (5); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (6); 
Thomas Donilon, former National Security Adviser, Obama administration (6) 

 1) Topics include: opinion of Republican Representative Paul Ryan and how he would do as Speaker of 
the House; what Republicans need to do regarding the upcoming debt ceiling vote; reaction to House 
Speaker John Boehner’s recent statement that there are false prophets in the Republican Party; use of 
military power; proposed foreign policy regarding Syria / Russian President Vladimir Putin; support for 
the Second Amendment / position regarding gun control; Mr. Trump’s interpretation of recent poll 
results indicating that 60% of registered voters question say that he is not honest or trustworthy / plans 
for the Trump business empire should he become president 

 2) Topics include: opinion of Republican Representative Paul Ryan and how he would do as Speaker of 
the House / current conditions among Republicans in the House of Representatives; Dr. Carson’s new 
book, “A More Perfect Union” / defense of the Second Amendment / his statement about the likelihood 
of Hitler being able to accomplish his goals would have been greatly diminished if the people had been 
armed / opinion that the intent of the Second Amendment is to protect the people from an overly 
aggressive government; the upcoming debt ceiling vote 

 3) Topics include: thoughts on Republican Representative Paul Ryan as a possible candidate for Speaker 
of the House of Representatives / Representative Mulvaney’s support for Representative Dan Webster 
of Florida for Speaker of the House; low approval rating for the way that Republicans are running the 
House of Representatives / upcoming debt ceiling vote 

 4) Topics include: Republican Representative Paul Ryan as a possible candidate for Speaker of the House 
of Representatives / level of dysfunction amongst Republicans in the House of Representatives; high 
level of public interest in the Democratic and Republican candidates for president / campaigns of 
Republicans Donald Trump, Jeb Bush, Ben Carson, and Ted Cruz / low poll numbers for leading 
candidates Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton regarding honesty and trustworthiness / Mrs. Clinton’s 
position change on the Trans-Pacific partnership / upcoming Democratic presidential debate   

  5) a report on yesterday’s two suicide bomber attacks during a peace rally in Ankara, Turkey 
 6) Topics include: yesterday’s bomb attack at peace rally in Turkey; failure of the US train and equip 

policy in Syria / Russia’s intentions and military intervention in Syria 
 



 

 

FACE THE NATION (continued) 
 
10/18/15 Guests: Representative Trey Gowdy (R-SC) (1); Representative Elijah Cummings (D-MD) (2); David 

Axelrod, Democratic Strategist (3); Bob Woodward, The Washington Post (4) (5); Mark Halperin, 
Bloomberg Politics (4); Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic (4); Nancy Cordes, CBS News Congressional 
Correspondent (4) 

 1) Topics include: reaction to criticism that the committee investigating the September 11, 2012 attack 
on a US facility in Benghazi, Libya is politically motivated and desires to discredit Hillary Clinton / 
differences between this investigation and the previous seven committees investigating the events in 
Benghazi / new information gleaned from the current investigation / what Representative Gowdy hopes 
to uncover from former Secretary Clinton’s upcoming testimony / Senator Bernie Sanders comments 
about Mrs. Clinton’s e-mails during the Democratic debate / assertion that the committee still does not 
have all of Mrs. Clinton’s e-mails 

 2) Topics include: Representative Cumming’s reaction to Representative Gowdy’s positions put forth 
during his interview / belief that Mrs. Clinton’s upcoming testimony before the Benghazi committee is 
“political football” and an affront to the families of the four dead Americans / opinion of Mr. Gowdy / 
Mrs. Clinton’s responsibility for what happened in Benghazi / importance of moving from “politics to 
policy”, so that any security issues can be addressed 

 3) Topics include: Mrs. Clinton’s upcoming testimony before the House Select Committee on Benghazi / 
her performance in the Democratic debate / Senator Bernie Sanders’ campaign / ongoing speculation 
concerning Vice President Joe Biden’s possible entry into the Democratic presidential race 

 4) Topics include: Mrs. Clinton’s upcoming testimony before the House Select Committee on Benghazi / 
ongoing speculation concerning Vice President Biden’s possible entry into the Democratic presidential 
race / Senator Sanders’ campaign; quarrel between Republican presidential candidates Jeb Bush and 
Donald Trump over former President George W. Bush’s legacy and responsibility for 9/11 / fund raising 
between the Republican candidates; Republican Representative Paul Ryan as a possible candidate for 
Speaker of the House of Representatives 

 5) Topics include: Mr. Woodward’s new book, “The Last of the President’s Men”, about Alexander 
Butterfield -- a key player in the fall of the Nixon White House 

 
10/25/15 Guests: Donald Trump, Republican Presidential Candidate (1); Governor Chris Christie (R-NJ), Republican 

Presidential Candidate (2); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections Director (3); Nancy Cordes, CBS News 
Congressional Correspondent (3); Representative Devin Nunes (R-CA), Chairman, House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence (4); Representative Adam Schiff (D-CA), Ranking Member, House 
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence, House Select Committee on Benghazi (5); Susan page, USA 
Today (6); Mark Leibovich, The New York Times Magazine (6); Robert Costa, The Washington Post (6); 
Reihan Salam, National Review (6) 

 1) Topics include: recent poll results from Iowa, where Mr. Trump is tied with rival Dr. Ben Carson / 
clarification of his recent comments about Dr. Carson while campaigning; Mr. Trump’s reaction to fellow 
candidate Jeb Bush calling him a demonizer; how he would handle the upcoming debt ceiling vote and 
balancing the budget 

 2) Topics include: criticism of Hillary Clinton for Benghazi and her perceived refusal to be held 
accountable; criticism of the Republican-controlled Congress / the upcoming debt ceiling vote and 
balancing the budget; criticism of President Obama for being AWOL and unable to work with 
Republicans and Democrats / opinion that President Obama encourages lawlessness and justifies the 
“Black Lives Matter” movement 

 3) CBS Battleground Tracker: Iowa, New Hampshire, and South Carolina poll results for Democratic 
candidates Hillary Clinton and Senator Bernie Sanders / last night’s Jefferson Jackson Dinner in Iowa for 
Democrats; how voters are thinking about Republican candidates Ben Carson, Donald Trump, Ted Cruz, 
Marco Rubio, and Jeb Bush 

 4) Topics include: upcoming leadership change in the House of Representatives / assumption that 
Wisconsin Representative Paul Ryan will be the next Speaker of the House; Hillary Clinton’s testimony 



 

 

before the House Select Committee on Benghazi; recent death of a US Special Forces service member in 
Iraq during a raid 

 5) Topics include: assumption that Wisconsin Representative Paul Ryan will be the next Speaker of the 
House; Mrs. Clinton’s testimony before the House Select Committee on Benghazi / response to 
Governor Christie’s claim that Mrs. Clinton refused to be held accountable for Benghazi / what then-
Secretary of State Clinton knew the night of the Benghazi attack and the “conflicting streams of 
intelligence” concerning the incident 

 6) Topics include: Hillary Clinton’s testimony before the House Select Committee on Benghazi / Vice 
President Joe Biden’s decision not to run for president / Democratic presidential candidate Senator 
Bernie Sanders’ speech at the Jefferson Jackson Dinner in Iowa; probability that Wisconsin 
Representative Paul Ryan will be the next Speaker of the House; Mr. Trump’s comments concerning Dr. 
Carson’s Seventh Day Adventist religion / Republican poll results and the campaigns of Mr. Trump, Dr. 
Carson, Mr. Bush, and Mr. Rubio 

 
 
11/01/15 Guests: Allen Pizzey, CBS News Correspondent (1); Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL), Republican Presidential 

Candidate (2); Representative Paul Ryan (R-WI), Speaker of the House of Representatives (3); 
Representative Steny Hoyer (D-MD), Democratic Whip (4); Jonathan Martin, The New York Times (5); 
Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic (5); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal, CBS News Contributor (5) (6); 
Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine (5) 

 1) a report from Cairo, Egypt on the latest developments in the crash of a Russian airliner in the Sinai 
Peninsula early Saturday, killing all two-hundred and twenty-four people aboard 

 2) Topics include: news that the United States is sending special operations forces into Syria / Russia’s 
involvement in Syria; questions from opponents regarding Senator Rubio’s perceived lack of experience 
and how it would translate to the presidency; reaction to criticism from fellow Republican presidential 
candidate Jeb Bush, considered by many to be Senator Rubio’s mentor  / interaction between Senator 
Rubio and Mr. Bush during the most recent debate; reaction to criticism that the Senator is spending too 
much time away from the Senate in order to campaign 

 3) Topics include: belief that the country is on the wrong track, but that his initiatives will help to get it 
back on track; refusal to work with President Obama on immigration, as he feels that the president can’t 
be trusted on that issue / desire to reform the tax code and “Obamacare” (Affordable Healthcare Act); 
four steps to get the Republican party back on track; how Representative Ryan will approach his new 
leadership position / how his new position will impact his private life and vice versa 

 4) Topics include: how Speaker Ryan will be different than his predecessor John Boehner; call for a more 
bipartisanship atmosphere in the House of Representatives / Speaker Ryan’s refusal to tackle 
immigration reform and his desire to reform the tax code and the Affordable Healthcare Act 
(“Obamacare”); reaction to Speaker Ryan’s promise to go home to Wisconsin every weekend; thoughts 
on Republican presidential candidate and Senator Marco Rubio; Democratic contenders for the 
presidency 

 5) Topics include: Republican presidential campaign of Senator Marco Rubio / criticism from fellow 
Republican presidential candidate Jeb Bush during the most recent debate / questions from opponents 
regarding Senator Rubio’s perceived lack of experience; state of Jeb Bush’s campaign / campaigns of Ted 
Cruz, Donald Trump, and Ben Carson; news that the United States is sending special operations forces 
into Syria; Speaker Paul Ryan as the new face of the Republican party; state of the Democratic race for 
president 

 6) Topics include: Ms. Noonan’s new book, “The Time of Our Lives”, a collection of her speeches and 
columns / work with President Ronald Reagan / speech written for President Reagan after the 
Challenger disaster / Ms. Noonan’s creative process 

 
  



 

 

 
FACE THE NATION (continued) 
 
 
 
11/08/15 Guests: Donald Trump, Republican Presidential Candidate (1); Dr. Ben Carson, Republican Presidential 

Candidate (2); Michael Morell, CBS News Senior Security Contributor, former Deputy Director, Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) (3); Senator Kirsten Gillibrand (D-NY) (4); Ed O’Keefe, The Washington Post (5); 
Molly Ball, The Atlantic (5); Ben Domenech, The Federalist (5); David Ignatius, The Washington Post (5) 

 1) Topics include: reaction to stories from Dr. Carson’s autobiography and the reported discrepancies 
contained within / Dr. Carson’s claims of violence towards his mother and an unnamed friend / Dr. 
Carson’s rise in the polls; Mr. Trump’s appearance as host on “Saturday Night Live”; his tax plan 

 2) Topics include: Dr. Carson’s explanation for the discrepancies in his autobiography, particularly the 
claim of being offered a full scholarship to West Point / belief that he is getting “special scrutiny”; Dr. 
Carson’s recent Facebook post stating that the signers of the Declaration of Independence were not 
professional politicians / examples of his own prior experiences which would aid him politically; the 
human side of addiction; Dr. Carson’s Secret Service protection 

 3) Topics include: mounting evidence that the crash of the Russian passenger jet in Egypt last week was 
likely brought down by a bomb, planted most likely by ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) / speculation regarding how 
Russian President Vladimir Putin will respond to the attack; report by Politico that Hillary Clinton’s e-
mails were not classified material 

 4) Topics include: mounting evidence that the crash of the Russian passenger jet in Egypt last week was 
likely brought down by a bomb, planted most likely by ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) / potential impact on the U.S. 
fight against ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) / changing profile of ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) / criticism of President Obama’s 
strategy against ISIS (ISIL, Daesh); need to reauthorize and fund the program for the 9/11 responders; 
role of Wall Street and questions regarding its part in income inequality and lack of opportunity 

 5) Topics include: reaction to stories from Dr. Carson’s autobiography and the reported discrepancies 
contained therein / opinion that Dr. Carson benefited from this scrutiny; number of Republican 
presidential candidates with no prior political experience / campaigns of the Republican presidential 
candidates; former President George H. W. Bush’s book release; mounting evidence that the crash of 
the Russian passenger jet in Egypt last week was likely brought down by a bomb, planted most likely by 
ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) / potential impact on the U.S. fight against ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) / contentious relationship 
between the United States and Russia; upcoming Democratic debate / presidential campaigns of Hillary 
Clinton, Senator Bernie Sanders and Martin O’Malley; President Obama’s recent jab at the Republican 
presidential candidates for complaining about the CNBC debate moderators 

 
  



 

 

 
FACE THE NATION (continued) 
 
 
 
11/15/15 Guests: Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News Correspondent (1); Margaret Brennan, CBS News Foreign Affairs 

Correspondent (2); Michael Morell, CBS News Senior Security Contributor, former Deputy Director, 
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) (3) (7); William Bratton, Police Commissioner, City of New York Police 
Department (4); Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT), Democratic Presidential Candidate (5); Senator Richard 
Burr (R-NC), Chairman, U.S. Senate Select Committee on Intelligence (6); Representative Devin Nunes (R-
CA), Chairman, House Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence (6); Danielle Pletka, American 
Enterprise Institute (7); Farah Pandith, Council on Foreign Relations (7); Jamelle Bouie, Slate Magazine, 
CBS News Political Analyst (8); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal, CBS News Contributor (8); Nancy 
Cordes, CBS News Congressional Correspondent (8) 

 1) a report from Paris, France on the latest information regarding the November 13th terrorist attacks in 
that city by the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria (ISIS, ISIL or Daesh) 

  2) a report from Turkey on President Obama’s reaction to the Paris terrorist attacks 
 3) Topics include: how the most recent terrorist attacks in Paris change what the West knows about ISIS 

(ISIL, Daesh) ; advice for President Obama / how the terrorists were able to execute their plans / 
differences between about ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) and al Qaeda / use of encrypted apps to communicate by 
the terrorists 

 4) Topics include: how the terrorist attacks in Paris immediately impacts the security situation in the City 
of New York / use of encrypted apps to communicate by the terrorists / the need to adjust strategies 
employed by the New York Police Department to the changing capabilities and use of social media by 
ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) 

 5) Topics include: relationship between climate change and terrorism; regulating Wall Street / reaction 
to Paul Krugman’s piece in The New York Times about the problem a Democratic president would face 
when attempting to regulate Wall Street with a Republican-controlled Congress; need to draw a 
distinction between himself and fellow Democratic candidate Hillary Clinton 

 6) Topics include: how the most recent terrorist attacks in Paris change what the West knows about ISIS 
(ISIL, Daesh) / criticism of the Obama administration for its lack of a “real plan” to fight ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) 
/ need to improve the capability of the United States in tracking terrorists / need to formulate a strategy 
which encompasses a larger geographical region / importance of the United States in joining a global 
coalition to fight ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) / call for more Special Operations efforts in the region / immediate 
end to allowing Syrian refugees to enter the United States 

 7) Topics include: what the American response should be to the terrorist attacks in Paris / Ms. Pletka’s 
opinion that the United States needs to be the leader in the fight against ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) / need for the 
fight to include strategy that will “take hold of the ideological space” 

 8) Topics include: last night’s Democratic debate / Hillary Clinton’s relationship with Wall Street / 
Senator Sanders’ high poll numbers on handling the economy and income inequality / Senator Sanders’ 
statement during the debate on the relationship between climate change and terrorism 

 
  



 

 

 
FACE THE NATION (continued) 
 
 
 
11/22/15 Guests: Elizabeth Palmer, CBS News Correspondent (1); Margaret Brennan, CBS News Foreign Affairs 

Correspondent (2); Senator Dianne Feinstein (D-CA), Senate Intelligence Committee (3); Representative 
Michael McCaul (R-TX), Chairman, House Homeland Security Committee (4); Brett McGurk, Special 
Presidential Envoy to the Global Coalition to Counter ISIL (5); Michael Morell, CBS News Senior Security 
Contributor, former Deputy Director, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) (6); Thomas Donilon, former 
National Security Adviser, Obama administration (6); Frances Townsend, former Homeland Security 
Advisor to George W. Bush (6); Senator Rand Paul (R-KY), Republican Presidential Candidate (7); Ron 
Brownstein, Atlantic Media (8); Karl Rove, author, “The Triumph of William McKinley: Why the Election 
of 1896 Still Matters” (8); Ruth Marcus, The Washington Post (8) 

 1) a report from Paris, France on the current situations in that city and in Brussels, Belgium, after last 
week’s terrorist attacks in Paris 

 2) a report from Malaysia on President Obama’s concluding press conference in Kuala Lumpur, where he 
attempted to calm Americans and renewed his vow to fight ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) 

 3) Topics include: recent address before the Senate Intelligence Committee by Secretary of State John 
Kerry on the Obama administration’s strategy to defeat ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) / need to be aggressive in the 
fight / call for a “larger Special Operations plan” / use of encrypted communication by terrorists / call for 
tougher internet regulations in order to thwart terrorists 

 4) Topics include: recent ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) threats to New York City and Washington, D.C. / strong 
indication that the Paris terrorists used encrypted communication / concern over the refugees entering 
the United States and possible terrorist connections / need to be involved in Muslim communities 
through outreach programs 

 5) Topics include: war against ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) / reaction to criticism that the Obama administration’s 
strategy is not moving fast enough / fifty members of the Special Forces being sent to Syria / need “to 
work as a global community” in the fight to defeat ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) / working with the Russians to 
defeat ISIS (ISIL, Daesh), even though differing opinions on the fate of Syrian President Bashar al-Assad 
exist between the U.S. and Russia 

 6) Topics include: new information acquired since last week’s terrorist attacks in Paris / change in focus 
and strategy by ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) / similarities between al Qaeda and ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) / alarming speed 
in which ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) has developed / differing opinions on the fate of Syrian President Bashar al-
Assad between the U.S. and Russia / opinion on the potential threat posed by Syrian refugees entering 
the United States and possible terrorist connections / Homeland Security issues with respect to Europe 
and its external border control 

 7) Topics include: potential threat posed by Syrian refugees entering the United States and possible 
terrorist connections / strategy to defeat ISIS (ISIL, Daesh); fear that U.S. surveillance of encrypted 
communication and tougher internet regulations will be an overreach into people’s privacy and liberty / 
disapproval of the idea to “target mosques and have a database of Muslims” 

 8) CBS News Battleground Tracker: analysis of the recent poll results out of Iowa and New Hampshire for 
the Republican presidential candidates / impact of the recent terrorist attacks in Paris on how the 
Republican candidates are assessed / response by the Republican presidential candidates to the Syrian 
refugees; Mr. Rove’s opinion that President Obama is exploiting the issue for political gains / possible 
burden-by-connection to the Obama administration’s ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) strategy for Hillary Clinton 

 
  



 

 

 
FACE THE NATION (continued) 
 
 
 
11/29/15 Guests: Dr. Ben Carson, Republican Presidential Candidate (1); former Governor Jeb Bush (R-FL), 

Republican Presidential Candidate (2); Senator John McCain (R-AZ), Chairman, Senate Armed Services 
Committee (3); Senator Lindsey Graham (R-SC), Republican Presidential Candidate (3); David Ignatius, 
The Washington Post (4); Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic (4); Michael Gerson, The Washington Post (4); 
Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal, CBS News Contributor (4); Doris Kearns Goodwin, author, “The 
Bully Pulpit: Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and the Golden Age of Journalism”, “Lyndon 
Johnson and the American Dream: The Most Revealing Portrait of a President and Presidential Power 
Ever Written” (5); Karl Rove, author, “The Triumph of William McKinley: Why the Election of 1896 Still 
Matters” (5); Jon Meacham, author, “Destiny and Power: The American Odyssey of George Herbert 
Walker Bush” (5); Edward J. Larson, author, “The Return of George Washington: Uniting the States, 
1783-1789” (5) 

 1) Topics include: Dr. Carson’s recent visit to a Syrian refugee camp / call for Jordan and other countries 
in the region to take in more refugees / criticism of the current strategy in the war against ISIS (ISIL, 
Daesh); need for “hateful rhetoric, not matter which side it comes from, right or left” to be toned down, 
in light of the recent shooting at a Planned Parenthood clinic in Colorado Springs, CO 

 2) Topics include: former Governor Bush’s strategy to defeat ISIS (ISIL, Daesh), which includes “troops on 
the ground” / criticism of the Obama administration’s strategy to defeat ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) / working with 
the Russians to defeat ISIS (ISIL, Daesh), even though differing opinions on the fate of Syrian President 
Bashar al-Assad exist between the U.S. and Russia / reaction to fellow Republican presidential candidate 
Donald Trump and his plan for registering Muslims / desire to show preference for Syrian Christian 
refugees over Muslim ones 

 3) Topics include: belief that an alliance with Russia is a mistake / need to destroy ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) in 
Syria before they come to America / importance of establishing a no-fly zone / strategy to defeat ISIS 
(ISIL, Daesh) / opinion that Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump’s plan for registering 
Muslims turns Muslims all over the world against America / establishing a regional force to work with 
the United States in the fight 

 4) Topics include: reaction to the comments made during the appearances of three Republican 
presidential candidates: Dr. Carson, former Governor Bush, and Senator Graham; Senators Graham and 
McCain’s plan for a regional army; impact of the recent terrorist attacks in Paris on the Republican race 
for president / response from the Republican presidential candidates on the Syrian refugee crisis; recent 
incident of Donald Trump making fun of a disable newspaper reporter 

 5) Presidential Books Panel topics include: what positive attributes from past presidents should be 
looked at when dealing with the current field of candidates / career and presidency of George Herbert 
Walker Bush / how former President McKinley dealt with the American Protective Association, an anti-
Catholic and anti-immigration group / presidency of George Washington / how FDR (Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt) would react to today’s crisis with ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) 

 
 
FACE THE NATION 
 
12/06/15 Guests: Jeff Pegues, CBS News Homeland Security Correspondent (1); Donald Trump, Republican 

Presidential Candidate (2); Governor Chris Christie (R-NJ), Republican Presidential Candidate (3); Senator 
Bernie Sanders (I-VT), Democratic Presidential Candidate (4); Fran Townsend, former Homeland Security 
Advisor to George W. Bush (5); Michael Morell, CBS News Senior Security Contributor, former Deputy 
Director, Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) (5); Gwen Ifill, co-anchor, “PBS NewsHour”; moderator, 
“Washington Week” (6); Ben Domenech, The Federalist (6); Gerald Seib, The Wall Street Journal (6); Ed 
O’Keefe, The Washington Post (6) 



 

 

1) a report on the latest developments in the FBI investigation into the 12/02/15 terror attack in San  
  Bernardino, CA 

 2) Topics include: opinion that people have been too politically correct in this country with regards to 
Muslims / Mr. Trump’s idea of tracking Muslims in America / criticism of President Obama / reaction to 
condemnation from others that he is “playing on fears” / call for going after the families of terrorists / 
gun rights / why people join ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) / support for the 2nd amendment, but a willingness to look 
at people who amass a large cache of weapons and the ability of people on the no-fly list to be able to 
purchase guns 

 3) Topics include: criticism of President Obama / call for increased intelligence and surveillance 
measures / disagreement with Mr. Trump over profiling / need to use the term “radical Islamic Jihadist” 
/ reaction to yesterday’s front page editorial from The New York Times on the need for more gun control 
/ reason why Governor Christie is no longer an opponent of people being able to own assault rifles 

 4) Topics include: in anticipation of President Obama’s address to the nation this evening, what Senator 
Sanders would say if he were president / call for tougher screening policies and more gun control / 
agreement with yesterday’s editorial in The New York Times / his past vote on gun legislation granting 
gun manufacturers and shop owners immunity / proposed gun control measures; Senator Sanders’ 
proposed climate change legislation 

 5) Topics include: insight into the investigation of the December 2nd terror attack in San Bernardino / 
impact of this attack on homeland security measures / increased attacks by ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) and their 
affiliates / need to look at the current gun control laws, specifically those related to assault weapons / 
need to “clean up” the terror watch list / efforts to fight ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) overseas / yesterday’s knife 
attack in London / disagreement with Mr. Trump over profiling 

 6) Topics include: impact of the December 2nd attack in San Bernardino on the candidates and the 
presidential race / Republican criticism of President Obama that he “is out of touch with reality” and 
that stricter gun control is not the solution / Mr. Trump’s stance on Muslims / type of voter attracted to 
Mr. Trump’s campaign / reaction to Mr. Trump’s comments about women in the military / campaigns of 
Senators Ted Cruz (R-TX) and Marco Rubio (R-FL) 

 
FACE THE NATION (continued) 
 
12/13/15 Guests: U.S. Secretary of State John Kerry (1); Frank Luntz, CBS News Contributor, Republican Strategist 

(2); Governor John Kasich (R-OH), Republican Presidential Candidate (3); Kimberley (Kim) Strassel, The 
Wall Street Journal (4); Jamelle Bouie, CBS News Political Analyst, Slate Magazine (4); Susan Page, USA 
Today (4); Peter Baker, The New York Times (4); Senator Richard Burr (R-NC), Chairman, U.S. Senate 
Select Committee on Intelligence (5); Dr. Marshall Shepherd, University of Georgia Atmospheric Sciences 
Program (6) 

 1) Topics include: COP21 climate deal finalized yesterday in Paris, France; criticism of the proposed ban 
denying Muslims entry into America 

 2) extended excerpts of Mr. Luntz’s focus group of twenty-nine past and present Donald Trump 
supporters in Virginia and subsequent analysis 

 3) Topics include: reaction to comments from members of Mr. Luntz’s focus group / belief that Donald 
Trump will not be elected president / criticism of the proposed ban denying Muslims entry into America 
/ Governor Kasich’s lack of credence in poll results 

 4) Topics include: reaction to recent Republican poll results / Mr. Luntz’s focus group of twenty-nine 
past and present Donald Trump supporters / opinion that the attitudes displayed during the panel 
indicate a “distinct rise in racial resentment and anti-black attitudes” / Donald Trump’s proposed ban 
denying Muslims entry into America / response from fellow Republican presidential candidates to Mr. 
Trump’s campaign / how fellow candidate Senator Ted Cruz of Texas handles Mr. Trump by not 
attacking him / campaign of Senator Marco Rubio / rumors of a possible brokered Republican 
convention 

 5) an interview with Senator Burr on the latest developments in the investigation into the December 2nd 
terror attack in San Bernardino, CA and the national security implications of barring Muslims from the 



 

 

United States 
  6) Topics include: an interview with Dr. Shepherd on COP21 climate deal finalized yesterday in Paris 
 
12/20/15 Guests: Senator Marco Rubio (R-FL), Republican Presidential Candidate (1); former Governor Jeb Bush 

(R-FL), Republican Presidential Candidate (2); Anthony Salvanto, CBS News Elections Director (4); Dan 
Balz, The Washington Post (5); Peggy Noonan, The Wall Street Journal, CBS News Contributor (5); David 
Axelrod, Democratic Strategist, CNN Senior Political Commentator (5); Jeffrey Goldberg, The Atlantic (5) 

  Guest Interviewer: Frank Luntz, CBS News Contributor, Republican Strategist (3) 
 1) Topics include: debate between Senators Rubio and Cruz on immigration / opinion that Senator Cruz 

is less than honest with people; belief that Donald Trump’s proposal on banning Muslims from America 
is not a serious proposal and is made to recapture headlines / danger of Mr. Trump’s rhetoric; 
disagreement with Senator Cruz on his Middle East foreign policy / Syrian civil war; Senator Rubio’s most 
recent political advertisement about feeling out of place in your own country, namely those who hold 
“traditional values”; Russian President Vladimir Putin’s recent endorsement of Mr. Trump 

 2) Topics include: criticism of fellow Republican candidate Donald Trump / Mr. Trump’s lack of 
knowledge regarding the nuclear triad / what it says about voters who support Mr. Trump’s proposal on 
banning Muslims from America / reasons why Mr. Trump should not like Russian President Putin’s 
recent endorsement; threat posed to the United States by ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) / Mr. Bush’s strategy for 
fighting ISIS (ISIL, Daesh) overseas / criticism of Senator Cruz’s call for carpet bombing Mosul; his 
campaign and why he disliked being a front-runner 

 3) extended excerpt of Mr. Luntz’s focus group with Muslims about Republican presidential candidate 
Donald Trump and the climate in America following the San Bernardino terror attack 

 4) CBS News Battleground Tracker:  analysis of recent poll results from Iowa and New Hampshire for the 
Republican and Democratic presidential candidates 

 5) Topics include: debate between Senators Rubio and Cruz on immigration / Republican Party’s history 
with immigration reform / campaigns of Senators Rubio and Cruz / Republican take on foreign policy / 
Russian President Putin’s recent endorsement of Mr. Trump / Mr. Trump’s praise of President Putin / 
how fellow candidates Senator Cruz and Mr. Bush react to Mr. Trump 

 
FACE THE NATION (continued) 
 
12/27/15 Guests: Mark Strassmann, CBS News Correspondent (1); Senator Bernie Sanders (I-VT), Democratic 

Presidential Candidate (2); Dr. Ben Carson, Republican Presidential Candidate (3); Stephen Colbert, “The 
Late Show with Stephen Colbert” (4); Ben Domenech, The Federalist (5); Jeanne Cummings, The Wall 
Street Journal (5); James Bennet, The Atlantic (5); David Rohde, Reuters (5); Commander Scott Kelly, 
NASA Astronaut (6) 

  1) a report from Holly Springs, MS on the severe weather and violent storm systems this holiday season 
 2) Topics include: why Senator Sanders’ message on income inequality should appeal to supporters of 

Donald Trump; decision by a Texas grand jury that no felony was committed in the death of Sandra 
Bland; differences between himself and fellow Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton / 
refusal to “wage horrible attacks” against Mrs. Clinton 

 3) Topics include: reaction to the Sandra Bland case; upcoming changes to the Carson campaign / 
examples of perceived attacks on his campaign / shows of strength from the Carson campaign / belief 
that “our country is on the precipice”, but faith that the American voters will choose substance over 
style 

 4) Topics include: Mr. Colbert’s theory on the 2016 presidential election / Mr. Trump’s ability to channel 
the populist; Mr. Colbert’s style of interviewing / his interview with Vice President Joe Biden / what he 
would have asked Pope Francis in an interview; the new “Star Wars” movie; the “catharsis of comedy” in 
times of chaos 

 5) a discussion on what happened in 2015 that panel members found most interesting or surprising: 
arguments about free speech / the surprise of the Trump phenomenon / collapse of the Republican 
Party’s establishment class / NASA finding running water on Mars / fear of Muslims in the United States 



 

 

/ “acceptance of open bigotry” / role of money in the 2016 presidential election; the next year for the 
Democratic and Republican candidates 

 6) an interview with Commander Kelly from the International Space Station on his career, time at the 
space station, effects of his time in space on his body, and keeping up with the 2016 presidential 
election 

 
 


