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Each quarter,  KMBZ-AM places in its Public Inspection File a list of what it considers to have been some of the 

significant problems and needs of its service area and some of its most significant programming broadcast to help 

meet those problems and needs. 
 

The attached Quarterly Listing of Problems and Needs is being filed in the Public Inspection File of Station KMBZ-

AM  in accordance with FCC requirements for the three month period  October-December, 2010. While this list 

contains a brief description of much of  KMBZ-AM' s most significant typical and illustrative programs and 

program segments, it does not include all programs an program segments broadcast by the station during the three 

months which related to other issues. 
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SHANIN & PARKS -  LOCAL TALK SHOW THAT AIRS FROM 2 – 6  P.M. THAT FOCUSES ON A 

VARIETY OF TOPICS FROM NATIONAL, STATE, CITY GOVERNMENT, POLITICS, 
ECONOMICS. 

 

DARLA JAYE -  LOCAL TALK SHOW THAT AIRS FROM 6 – 9 P.M. THAT LOOKS AT A 

VARIETY OF ISSUES IN THE KANSAS CITY, NATIONAL ARENA.  FROM POLITICS AT CITY 
HALL, TO EDUCATION OF OUR YOUTH. 

 

MORNING NEWS 
 

NEWS COVERAGE OF EVENTS AFFECTING THE KANSAS CITY AREA WITH REPORTS 

AIRED THROUGHOUT THE DAY WITH MAJOR EMPHASIS DURING MORNING DRIVE FROM 
5 TO 9 A.M. 



 

KMBZ-AM  QUARTERLY LISTING OF PROBLEMS AND NEEDS 

October-December 2010 

 

 

1.    BUSINESS/JOBS 
      The downturn in the economy has hit area businesses, with several companies having to layoff workers.  The 

proposed bailout in Washington of the auto industry will have a far reaching impact in the Kansas City area with the 

two auto plants.  The subprime problem continues to haunt local business, with H & R Bloch reporting a lower 

quarterly profit, and several area lenders also reporting major problems  

 

2 VIOLENCE/CRIME 

    Crime continues to be a major problem facing the Kansas City area.  New statistics out show that violent crime is 

up among all ages and races and in all cities.  White collar crime is also becoming a problem for businesses.  The 

Kansas City Crime Commission working to better enable police departments with new information.  Kansas City 

Police Department revamping and looking at more police on streets. 

 

3. GOVERNMENT 
    Local problems exist at city hall in Kansas City, Missouri as the Mayor continues to wrangle with the city council 

over several issues including that of his wife..  As both Kansas and Missouri lawmakers get set to convene next 

quarter, numerous committees are drafting legislative proposals dealing with education, infrastructure and 

immigration.   

 

4.  EDUCATION  

    The battle to find education dollars for both Kansas and Missouri still a hot topic as the legislative session will 

begin next quarter.  Missouri is looking at a problem with student loans and how to handle the agency that is in 

charge.  Many of the local school districts, such as Shawnee Mission, Liberty, Kansas City  

are facing money issues, and with the state’s economies continuing to slide many of the education dollars are being 

withheld. 
 

5.MINORITIES 

     As Congress tries to come up with a plan on how to deal with illegal immigrants, Kansas city’s Hispanic 

community rallies joining other cities nationwide to try and show how important the worker’s are to the economy.  

Meanwhile, area churches are trying to find ways to battle racism.  Missouri lawmakers looking at measure to 

punish businesses and landlords that hire and house illegals. 

 

6.  YOUTH 

      The growing crime rate in Kansas City has hit the area youth hard. The nationwide school shootings causing 

more schools to crackdown on any truancy problems.   Many of the homicide victims have been young and officials 

are concerned about growing gang violence.   There is concern that as the economy continues to slide, more and 

more young people will be out of work, and could turn to crime. 
 

7.  DRUGS 

    While both states have made headways into the problem of drugs in the metro area, methamphetamine is still the 

drug of choice.  While both states have enacted legislation to crack down on over the counter medicines that can be 

used to make meth, law enforcement officials say it’s too early to tell if the measures are working.   New surveys out 

that while hard drugs are on a decline among teens, prescription drugs are now the number one problem. 



8.   WOMEN 

       The issue of low pay, lack of child care continue to be a problem among working women in the metro area.  As 

the metro area braces for the economic downturn, more women are seeing their jobs eliminated and that is adding to 

pressure.  More employers though seem to be working better with women in the area of health care and that has 

been noted as a plus among women’s organizations.  

 

9.  HEALTH 

    Missouri and Kansas committees are looking at how to handle the ranks of the under and uninsured.  Kansas City 

health department trying to work up plans on how to battle a pandemic if and when it occurs here..  The focus of 

health care will be a big topic in the upcoming presidential election, and as the campaigns come through Kansas 

City, many are asking the candidates their views. 

 

10. CHARITY 

     Area food banks have been tapped, and more charities are seeing more and more working poor coming to their 

doors.  The holiday season was a tough one for area charities, and they are still playing catch up.  

 



 

1.BUSINESS/JOBS 
 

 

 

Kansas City’s Morning News  
 

10.5.10:      A government audit is blasting the Treasury Department for failing to track 

regulators' decisions about which banks could apply for bailout money. It says banks faced 

different standards depending on which agency regulated them, and officials approved bailouts 

for 66 banks with known problems. The report says those banks were twice as likely to miss 

payments they owed to the Treasury. 

 

10.6.10:     An agreement has been reached that could keep "the vast majority" of the Hawker 

Beechcraft general aviation jobs in the Wichita, Gov. Mark Parkinson said late Tuesday. 

Parkinson said he brokered a "long-term deal" with the company and the International 

Association of Machinists and Aerospace Workers union. He declined to release details, but said 

the company accepted an incentive package that includes work force training money.  The 

aircraft manufacturing company, which was founded in Wichita in 1932 and employs about 

6,000 people in the area, has been courted by Louisiana to relocate. 

 

10.12.10:       With low home prices, it might seem like a good time to buy - but a website for 

renters and sellers says in Kansas City, you might want to rent instead. Trulia-dot-com says 

Kansas City is one of the top ten cities in the U.S. where it's cheaper to rent instead of buy a 

place to live. KC ranked number 6 on the list. Tara Nicholle-Nelson of Trulia-dot-com says the 

news about kansas city is GOOD - she says cities where it's cheaper to rent tend to have healthier 

economies. 

 

11.2.10:        It's not a "done deal", but it is good news for the Ford Claycomo Plant. Yesterday, 

Ford officially applied for a 15-million dollar 10 year package of tax breaks.   They were passed 

by the Missouri legislature in special session last summer. Jim Hampton, heads the Clay County 

Economic Development Council, he says even though the auto maker hasn't announced a new 

product line for Claycomo, he's encouraged. Production of the Ford Escape is moving  to  

Kentucky .  That section of the plant employs about two thirds of Claycomo's four thousand 

member work force.  The facility will continue to produce the 

F-150 pickup. 

 

11.9.10:        Of seven counties in the Kansas City metro, Clay County has the highest number of 

bankruptcy filings for the population. In 2010, Clay County had 6-point-2-1 bankruptcies per 1-

thousand county residents, according to the business journal. Jackson County had the second-

highest... Leavenworth county had the lowest number among counties in the metro.  

 

11.16.10:        A new report from a congressional watchdog says the chaos stemming from 

flawed foreclosure documents could threaten major banks with billions of dollars in losses. The 

Congressional Oversight Panel also concludes the bad documents could also deepen the 

disruption in the housing market and hurt the government's effort to keep people in their homes. 



 

12.17.10:        Kansas labor officials say the state's unemployment rate hit 6.7 percent last month, 

up from 6.4 percent in October and 6.3 percent in November 2009.  Monthly figures being 

released today also show Kansas added 3,000 nonfarm jobs last month, including 1,700 in the 

private sector.  The state Labor Department says Kansas has added 7,800 private sector jobs 

since November of last year. Republican Gov.-elect Sam Brownback has made reducing 

unemployment the centerpiece of his administration, including adjustments in the tax structure to 

stimulate growth. Brownback takes office in January. 

 

 

 

 

 

2. VIOLENCE/CRIME. 
 

 

 

Kansas City’s Morning News  
 

10.1.10:      A woman says a 45-year-old man she had an on-again, off-again relationship with - 

attacked her when she lost his cell phone. Michael Thresher is charged with rape and domestic 

assault for the incident that allegedly happened at his northeast kansas city apartment. 

 

10.7.10:        Relief for a Johnson County family who's daughter died in April 2009.  Steve and 

Alecia Patrick told KMBZ they're happy with the guilty verdict against daycare provider Jeanette 

Lawrence. The Patrick's 18-month-old girl, Ava, was left hanging by her neck in a child's fence 

in Lawrence's home for more than 20 minutes until someone found her.  Lawrence now faces jail 

time for involuntary manslaughter, aggravated endangerment of a child, and violations of 

daycare regulations.  She had more than twice the number of children in her care than what she 

was allowed. 

 

10.7.10:        A lawyer for two-time presidential candidate John Edwards says federal prosecutors 

have issued more subpoenas for a probe into John Edwards' campaign finances. Attorney Wade 

Smith says Edwards didn't violate any law and welcomes a thorough examination. A grand jury 

has been investigating whether there were any links between campaign expenditures and 

Edwards' extramarital affair. 

 

10.8.10:      A bail bondsman from Kansas City has been indicted on charges of producing and 

possessing child pornography. U.S. Attorney Beth Phillips announced the two-count indictment 

against 69-year-old Joseph Vanhorn in a news release Thursday. The indictment was returned by 

a federal grand jury in Springfield. Vanhorn is the owner of Victory Bail Bonds in Kansas City. 

The indictment alleges that Vanhorn used a minor to produce child pornography last year in 

McDonald County. He also is charged with receiving and distributing child pornography over the 

Internet. A phone message left for Vanhorn through his business was not immediately returned 

Thursday night. 

 



10.12.10:       We now know the name of a woman who was shot to death outside a Kansas City-

area bar this weekend. 21-year-old Stephanie ROberts of Kansas City died outside jay's bigger 

jigger in the 3-thousand-block of east 12th street early Sunday morning. Another man was shot 

there... he was taken to a local hospital, and hand non-life-threatening injuries.  

Anyone with information is asked to call the TIPS hotline at 816-474-TIPS. 

 

11.1.10:         The death of a woman in southeast Kansas City last Friday is now being 

investigated as a murder! That from Kansas City Police who identify the woman as 75-year-old 

Nina Whitney. She was found in her home by a relative on Belmont. Anyone with information in 

the case is asked to call the tips hotline... 8-1-6... 4-7-4... T-I-P-S. 

 

11.9.10:        An Overland Park man is accused of selling a million dollars worth of counterfeit 

Cisco computer equipment. 28-year-old Timothy Weatherly pleaded guilty in federal court. He, 

along with a partner, imported chinese equipment, put counterfeit labels on it, and boxed it in 

counterfeit Cisco boxes, according to the star. 

 

11.12.10:        Police shut down Gregory Boulevard for a while yesterday to look for a shooter 

who fired shots into a Kansas City Police cruiser. The cruiser was on Gregory near I-435 when it 

happened. Two officers inside the vehicle were not hurt. Police took one person into custody. 

  
12.9.10:        One man is dead and another behind bars this (Thurs) morning after a fight on the 

Country Club Plaza. Police say three men were fighting outside of the Kona Grille on Ward 

Parkway and a man died after suffering a seizure. No word yet if anyone will be charged in the 

man's death but one person was arrested. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

3. GOVERNMENT  
 

 

Shanin and Parks 

 

11.2.10:          Shanin and Parks provided in-depth coverage on election day, previewing the 

upcoming Republican landslide in Congress. Guests included Steve Mirakian, Steve Glorioso, 

and Mary O’Halloran.  

 

11.3.10:           Shanin and Parks spoke with Congressman-Elect Kevin Yoder who becomes the 

first Republican to hold Kansas’ 3
rd

 Congressional Seat in a dozen years.  

 

 

Kansas City’s Morning News  



 

10.1.10:         Kansas City manager Troy Schulte has some questions for HUD !  He's asking the 

federal agency for a breakdown of it's projection that the city could owe 27 million dollars.  

HUD says if the assets of the now defunct housing agency, H E D F C, are liquidated, the city 

could be liable.  The agency has been in receivership for several years. Schulte says he's hopeful 

a settlement with the federal court will come soon. H E D F C was accused of gross 

mismanagement, when huge cost overruns were discovered in the Beacon Hill neighborhood in 

2004.  

 

10.1.10:      Next week, redistricting comes before the city council. But yesterday, there was no 

agreement on how much time to set aside for discussion or public testimony. A citizens panel has 

trimmed the list of maps from seventeen to two. The city has to redraw the lines once before the 

March city election, and again after the census figures are released.  Council member Jan 

Marcason says the two maps are similar, and maybe it's time to pick one and move on. Kansas 

City voters will decide in November whether to base future district maps solely on the census 

figures.  Council hopes to have the new districts finalized in time for that election. 

 

11.2.10:        Kansas Attorney General Steve Six has begun an investigation into election-related 

phone calls that might have had some misinformation. The A-G's office says it has opened an 

investigation into potential voter intimidation. But, a spokesman says the calls are not targeting a 

specific race or region, according to the Star. Six is a democrat. Some democrats have reportedly 

complained about getting calls that tell voters to go to the polls TOMORROW - the 3rd - and 

that give false information about the documents voters need to cast a ballot. 

 

11.8.10:      Former Congresswoman Karen McCarthy was remembered yesterday during a 

memorial service at Unity Temple on the Plaza. McCarthy died October 5th from complications 

from Alzheimer's. She was 63. McCarthy served five terms in Congress. She was remembered as 

soneone who taught young women to be strong women, as someone who made a difference in 

the world, and as someone who loved walking on the beach. 

 

11.12.10:       A candidate for Kansas City city council is suing his opponent for slander. Michael 

Fletcher faces incumbent Sharon Sanders Brooks in the race for the 3rd district seat. Fletcher has 

filed nominating petitions to run for that seat next year, but Sanders Brooks has not yet filed. 

Fletcher says that on November second - election day - he told Sanders Brooks that it was 

"improper of her to attempt to pay poll workers to stop obtaining signatures in support of city 

council candidates," and that after he said THAT, Sanders Brooks falsely accused Fletcher of 

threatening and/or assaulting her, according to the Star. 

 

12.1.10:       The White House says a small group representing both parties will begin talks today 

on extending the Bush-era tax cuts. Democrats want to continue them only for the middle class, 

while Republicans want to include the wealthy. President Barack Obama says the public is 

demanding cooperation. 

 
12.14.10:       The latest spending proposal for Jackson County suggests that spending be cut by 

more than 31-million-dollars. The 2010 budget was 355-million-dollars... the next budget is 



around 323-million. The drop is spending is largely because of the wrap-up of construction at the 

truman sports complex. County legislators will vote on the spending plan in January. 
 
12.17.10:         Kansas City is putting money back into buses. Kansas city leaders have to 

decided to gradually put back 95-percent of transportation sales tax funds into the bus system 

over the next 3 and a half years. That means the area transportation authority will be getting up 

to 4-million-dollars by May of 2014. With rough budget years lately, the city has taken that sales 

tax money and used it for things like traffic signal maintenance, according to the Star.  

 

12.22.10:        More opposition to the so-called "driveway tax" in Mission. The city charges 

property owners a "transportation utility fee" based on how much traffic they generate. Mission 

leaders passed it this year as a way to pay for infrastructure costs. A lawsuit was filed this week 

by the Alliance Defense Fund on behalf of two local churches, according to the paper. The suit 

says Mission violated state law by imposing a tax disguised as a fee. A lawyer for the group says 

forcing churches, non-profits, and charities to pay the tax would be a violation of kansas state 

law, which says those groups are exempt from paying property taxes.  

 

 

 

 

 

4. EDUCATION  
 

 

Kansas City’s Morning News 

 

10.1.10:     Tonight is the first of three public meetings this week in the Shawnee Mission school 

district, as the district considers some re-organizing. Tonight is the first of a slew of meetings 

that focuses on the CLOSING of a school - it'll address the potential closing of Mission Valley 

Middle school. That meeting is at 7 p-m in the Shawnee Mission East High School auditorium. 

Tomorrow night, there's a public meeting about the possible closing of Bonjour Elementary. 

 

10.4.10:      Federal grant money is going to the Kansas City Missouri school district, and a local 

charter school. 

 

The money goes to districts and schools that are working to but the best teachers in the schools 

that need them the most. Kansas City is getting 13-point-6-million-dollars, and Hogan 

Preparatory Academy is getting around 600-grand, according to the Star. 

 

10.5.10:        A new poll by The Associated Press and Stanford University shows the vast 

majority of Americans believe starting at a community college is better for some students than a 

four-year school. But even though minorities are more likely than whites to enroll in a two-year 

college, a higher percentage of minorities say four-year schools are the better option. 

 



10.11.10:       The Piper School district is looking into how to handle a growing enrollment. Piper 

Elementary School, which is only in its second year, has already reached capacity. Tonight, the 

school board will get results of a survey about what to do with facilities to manage the growth. 

Possibilities include renovating the old Piper West elementary school or adding space at the 

current elementary school. 

 
10.13.10:     University of Kansas researchers who want to overhaul standardized testing in the 

nation's public schools have received a $22 million federal grant to work toward that goal, school 

officials announced yesterday.  Chancellor Bernadette Gray-Little said the grant from the U.S. 

Department of Education, spread over four years, is the largest in the school's 144-year history. 

The university plans to work with 11 states to develop a new model for standardized tests for 

special education students.  University officials hope that the project, if successful, will spur an 

overhaul of standardized testing for all public schools students. They worry that schools have 

adjusted lessons to "teach solely to the test" and want to move away from a single annual exam 

in each subject. 

 
11.1.10:     If you polled college students at public universities in Kansas about how many of 

them would vote, what percentage would you expect to turnout tomorrow?  30%? 45?  How 

about 87%---that's the results from the Docking Institute's latest survey. Dr. Gary Brinker says it 

looks like most students across the state will vote Republican, but holdouts at KU and Washburn 

did put up a respectable showing for Democrats.  He says based on the poll, he'd expect Sam 

Brownback to win the Governor's race and Jerry Moran to pick up the Senate seat. 

 

11.5.10:    Journalism and geography are among 10 undergraduate degree programs that will be 

phased out at the University of Central Missouri.  The state's Coordinating Board for Higher 

Education has ordered all 35 of Missouri's two- and four-year public colleges and universities to 

identify so-called low-producing programs.   Those programs are defined as majors that failed to 

produce an average of at least 10 graduates in each of the past three years. At Central Missouri, 

the Muleskinner newspaper reports that 10 undergraduate majors will be phased out over three 

years, although courses in some of the programs may still be offered.  The newspaper says the 

other eight programs are speech communication, liberal studies, general recreation, earth science, 

agricultural technology, industrial technology, French and tourism. 

 
11.8.10:        For nearly two months, the public has been speaking out about proposed changes in 

the Shawnee Mission School District... and tonight, we should find out exactly what changes will 

be made. Superintendent Gene Johnson had laid out 11 proposals for school closures and 

boundary line adjustments. The school board tonight could vote on the plans. Those plans have 

changed some since Johnson first suggested them. For one, one of the schools originally set to be 

closed - Shawanoe Elementary - has been taken off the list. BUT, Mission Valley middle school, 

Antioch middle school, and Dorothy Moody elementary remain on the list. So does Bonjour 

elementary, but the board won't vote on that plan tonight. 

 

11.10.10:      Southwest High School in Kansas City is going to be split into three. Southwest 

High School has been dealing with a lot of disruptions - police were called there 50 times in the 

first six weeks of school. The fire department has been needed many times to deal with trash can 



fires, locker fires, and students pulling fire alarms. The school's principal recently resigned. As a 

way to address the problems, superintendent John Covington has announced that the high school 

is going to become three different academies. The first two - one that'll focus on students earning 

college credit, and the other that will focus on science and engineering - will be offered next 

semester. The third, which will be called the "Children as Individuals Academy," offering 

individualized programs for students, will start next fall. 
 
11.18.10:      Gov. Jay Nixon says he will use the powers of his office to try to hold down tuition 

increases at Missouri colleges and universities. Missouri's higher education institutions are in the 

second year of a tuition freeze as part of a deal to avoid deep funding cuts by the state. Nixon 

said Wednesday that he expects colleges and universities will have to take "substantial cuts" in 

the next state budget. But he's not expecting them to respond with substantial tuition increases. 

Instead, Nixon said he will pressure them to keep tuition hikes reasonable.  Nixon also is 

encouraging colleges to eliminate lightly used degree programs, to collaborate on redesigning 

common courses and to try to boost the number of people obtaining college degrees. 

 

12.9.10:        One of the larger school districts in Kansas is likely to be seeking a new 

superintendent. Salina superintendent Rob Winter has been offered the same position in 

Nebraska's Grand Island School District. Winter was one of four finalists for the job and went to 

Grand Island last week for interviews. The Salina Journal reports that Winter and the Grand 

Island district must now agree on a contract. Winter would begin working in the Nebraska 

district July 1. 

 

12.17.10:       A Missouri Senate committee is preparing to release recommendations for 

improving education in the state.  The committee was created last year to develop long-range 

plans for education changes. The panel scheduled a news conference later this morning at the 

Capitol to discuss its findings. 

 

12.23.10:       The Missouri Department of Higher Education says the University of Missouri 

system and the private Washington University in St. Louis earned more than $16 million in 

royalties and license fees last year. The University of Missouri system has campuses in 

Columbia, Kansas City, Rolla and St. Louis. The four schools combined to earn $10.4 million in 

royalties and 48 patent applications. Washington University generated $6.3 million and 106 

patent applications.  The state department says universities across the country earned $1.8 

billion. 

 

 

 

 

5. MINORITIES 
 

 

 
 



 

 

 

Kansas City’s Morning News  
 

10.5.10:        A Pew Hispanic Center study finds that just over half of Latino registered voters 

say they will vote in November's elections and two-thirds say they'll vote Democratic in their 

congressional race. They are pledging that support although only 26 percent said the policies of 

President Barack Obama's administration have helped Latinos. Another 13 percent said the 

administration's policies hurt Latinos, while 51 percent said they had no effect. Pew Hispanic 

estimates about 19.3 million Latinos are eligible to vote. Two of every three live in California, 

Texas, Florida and New York. Latinos voted more than 2-to-1 for Obama in 2008. But the 

Democratic Party is concerned that the sagging economy is creating apathy among core 

supporters and newer voters. 

 

12.1.10:       An Army general who co-chaired the Pentagon's study into the "don't ask, don't tell" 

policy on gays says some chaplains would probably leave the service if the policy were dropped. 

The study found that most military personnel and their families don't object to gays serving 

openly. 

 

12.21.10:         The military is drafting concrete regulations as it responds to Congress' vote to 

overturn the ban against gays serving openly. Defense officials say they still don't know how 

long it will take before the Pentagon completes its implementation plan. The president will sign 

the repeal Wednesday. 
 

 

 

 

6.  YOUTH 
 

 

 

Kansas City’s Morning News  
 

10.4.10:     A national conference on juvenile justice gets underway in Kansas City today. About 

600 people are expected to attend the Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative Conference that 

runs through wednesday. Bart Lebow, of the group that funds the initiative, says missouri has 

significantly cut down on the number of youth in detention, which has saved the state money and 

improved outcomes for juveniles. It's that effort that led conference organizers to have the 

conference in Missouri. 

 

10.6.10:       A professional jazz pianist and former music teacher who taught at private schools 

in the metro has been sentenced to seven years and six months in federal prison for possessing 

child pornography and receiving it over the Internet. 57-year-old William Harold Laursen of 

Kansas City also was ordered to pay 5-thousand-dollars in restitution. But if he pays the 

restitution in 30 days, he will only have to pay $3,000.  The money will go to a girl who was 10 



or 11 when a video recording was made of her being sexually abused by her father. Prosecutors 

said Laursen admitted downloading a nearly two-hour video depicting the abuse and watched 

that recording and others of the same victim over a period of months. 

 

11.1.10:        The Kansas Department of Health and Environment is hosting a bullying 

preventing program called "Steps to Respect!" The program runs today and tomorrow at the 

Washburn Institute of Technology in Topeka. 15 Kansas schools will participate in the bullying 

prevention training developed by the Committee for Children according to reports in the Topeka 

Capital-Journal. The committee is a Seattle-based international organization whose mission is to 

teach skills to prevent violence, sexual abuse and bullying. 
 

 

 

 

7.  DRUGS 
 

 

Kansas City’s Morning News   
 

10.11.10:        A new meth database in Missouri is getting hits from nearly a quarter of all the 

pharmacies in the state...and it's only a week old.  And Spokesman for the Dept. of Public Safety, 

Mike O'Connell, says it's not bound by state lines. The database will track pseudoephedrine 

purchases, a main ingredient in meth, in real time.  Blocking sales and tracking attempts, police 

and drug agents will be able to closely monitor suspected meth labs once the system goes live in 

January. 

 

11.2.10:        The Kansas social hosting law says that adults can be charged with hosting a party 

regardless of whether they know minors are drinking.  That law kept police in Johnson County 

busy over the weekend, and helped fill the courthouse on Monday. Two parties broken up, 25 

teenagers and three adults arrested in Johnson County on Saturday night. 21 of those teens came 

from the same party in Overland Park. Michael and Peggy Leonard were charged with hosting 

the party in Johnson County District Court on Monday. Earlier that night, another adult and four 

more teens were arrested at a party in the 200 block of South Washington Street in Spring Hill. 

Jason Gifford Ladinsky was charged with hosting the party. Offenders of the states Social 

hosting law can be fined as much as 25-hundred dollars, and face up to a year in jail. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

8.   WOMEN 
 

 



Kansas City’s Morning News  
 

10.1.10:      A federal agency has sued a domestic violence shelter in Columbia. Two women say 

they were punished for claiming the director at Comprehensive Human Services Inc. had 

inappropriately touched staff members. The suit says one of the staff members was fired and the 

other was demoted and had her pay cut. 

 

10.5.10:      The Kansas City diocese and two former priests are the subjects of a lawsuit filed by 

an out-of-state woman who claims the priests sexually abused her. The woman alleges the abuse 

happened when she was a teen in the late 1970s, according to the Star. She claims the two priests 

- who worked at Holy Trinity Parish in Kansas City - abused the girl together at a youth retreat. 

She also says several people were aware that the men were abusing children. 

 

10.12.10:        Police are warning women about being safe when leaving stores at night, after a 

woman was robbed in the parking lot of Oak Park mall on Saturday night. The woman was 

walking to her car at around 11 p-m, when a car pulled up, and a man jumped out, pointed a gun, 

then demanded the woman's purse and phone. She gave them to him, and he took off. The 

woman works at the mall. Police only say that the robber is a white man who was wearing a ski 

mask.  

 

10.14.10:        A newly released survey says four Nordic countries still lead the world in 

eliminating inequality between men and women. Iceland, Finland, Norway and Sweden have 

topped the Global Gender Gap Index since it was first released in 2006 by the Geneva-based 

World Economic Forum. The U.S. has made it to the top 20, jumping from 31st to 19th place. 

 

11.8.10:        Missouri appears to have bucked a national trend that has the number of women 

headed to office in state legislatures down. Recent studies show the number of women 

candidates winning spots in state legislatures declined in the Nov. 2 election. Missouri, however, 

now has 46 women among its 197 lawmakers. That's up from 44 women before Tuesday. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

9.  HEALTH 
 

 

Kansas City’s Morning News  
 

10.6.10:        A new study is linking noise with heart problems. Researchers found that people 

who work in noisy places for at least a year and a half could have triple the risk of a serious heart 

problem compared to those who work in quieter environments. One expert says people working 

in loud places might have a higher level of stress hormones. 

 



10.7.10:        New York officials are seeking to stop New Yorkers from spending food stamps on 

sugar-sweetened drinks. New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg and Gov. David Paterson 

plan to ask the federal government to add sugary drinks to the list of banned food stamp 

purchases such as alcohol and cigarettes. It's an effort to fight obesity. 

 

10.12.10:       Saint Louis University researchers are trying to determine the right dosage of flu 

vaccine for babies and toddlers.  The university is among several sites participating in the study 

funded by the National Institutes of Health.  Children between the ages of 6 months and 35 

months typically get half of a full dosage for flu vaccine. But researchers say there was never a 

study done to determine if that amount was appropriate.  The study will focus on up to 150 

infants and toddlers nationwide, including 25 in St. Louis.  Researchers say the work is important 

because very young children get the flu more frequently than older children or adults - with 

significantly more medical visits and hospitalizations. 

 

11.2.10:        KU hospital has to do a quick fix to meet fire code standards - and has closed most 

of the beds in its psychiatric unit. The hospital closed 20 of its 32 inpatient beds to start 

renovations, after the fire marshal found problems. A hospital spokesman says even with 12 open 

inpatient beds - the unit is not full, according to the star. 

 

11.2.10:            A major doctors group is stressing that concussions to athletes are brain injuries 

and should not be taken lightly. The American Academy of Neurology says athletes of all ages 

who are suspected of suffering a concussion should be evaluated by a specialist before they 

return to sports. 

 

11.16.10:      A local hospital has made it onto a list of the best teaching hospitals with residency 

programs when it comes to heart care. A 12th-annual study ranked the top 50 hospitals. The 

university of Kansas hospital made it into a group of the top 15, according to the Business 

Journal. Hospitals in the top 50 had few heart failures complications, fewer deaths for bypass 

surgery, and lower costs than hospitals that didn't make the top.  This is the first year that KU 

Med was ranked in the study. No other hospital in the area made the top.  

 

12.1.10:        Greasy foods and sugary soft drinks could disappear from schools as Congress is 

poised to approve a $4.5 billion child nutrition bill. It would be a victory for President Barack 

Obama - along with his wife, Michelle, who have promoted the bill to improve lunches in 

schools and expand feeding programs for low-income students. Many Democrats signaled 

opposition in September because it is partially paid for with cuts in future funding for food 

stamps. But several of them have now said they will support the bill after the Republican 

victories in the November elections. The White House has said it will find other ways to restore 

the food stamp cuts. House Speaker Nancy Pelosi, D-Calif., called passing the bill the "right, 

moral thing for us to do."  It is unclear if Republicans will try to stall the legislation. 

 

12.13.10:        Missouri health officials are urging people to get vaccinated against the flu. The 

Department of Health and Senior Services says the year's first confirmed case of seasonal flu was 

found in southeastern Missouri's Madison County.  Health officials say the best way to fight the 

flu is to prevent it through vaccination. Besides flu shots, officials urge people to wash their 

hands often, cover their mouths when coughing or sneezing and stay home when they're sick 



 

 

 

 

 

 

10. CHARITY 
 

 

Kansas City’s Morning News  

 
10.10.10:       When you think of a soup kitchen, what comes to mind?  Probably something with 

tile floors, florescent lighting, and metal tables and chairs...but the newly redesigned Kansas City 

Community Kitchen is the furthest thing from that. Episcopal Community Services runs several 

soup kitchens around town, last year, feeding the homeless and working poor more than 132-

thousand meals.  That number prompted them to find a bigger location, and do a bit of 

redecorating.  Spokesman John Hornbeck says that's where HGTV Design Star Jenn Bertrand 

came in. Bertrand donated her time and skills to design the warm, restaurant-like feel to the soup 

kitchen and Hornbeck says the difference is noticeable..In their first three weeks, the kitchen's 

already served more than 500 meals. 

 
11.4.10:        Anyone can volunteer with Habitat for Humanity to build a home, but  one home 

near Midtown that's being built with a woman's touch. All of the more than 300 volunteers 

building a Habitat for Humanity house on Flora Avenue are women. Habitat Kansas City 

executive director Yahna Gibson says they use an all-female building crew once a year. Gibson 

says Habitat Kansas City's next all-female building project will start in March. 

 

11.5.10:        The  annual "check out hunger" campaign is up and running again!  Harvesters is 

hopeful grocery shoppers will think of those in need The way it works is you get a donation 

coupon for one , five or ten dollars. Harvesters provides food and other products to over 600 

agencies in our region. Check out hunger runs through January 9th at 142 grocery stores.  Since 

the program started it has raised close to 

three million dollars and provided fourteen and a half million meals. 

 
11.8.10:        A Kansas-based restaurant chain says it plans to give away more than a million free 

meals to military veterans and active-duty members on Thursday.  Applebee's says this will be 

the second year the meals are being offered at all of its nearly 1,900 restaurants across the U.S. 

on Veterans Day. More than 1 million current and former service members took the casual 

dining chain up on its offer last year, and the company expects even more to do so this year. The 

company first offered free meals to veterans in select markets in 2008, then went nationwide 

with the offer last year.  Free meals will be offered from 11 a.m. to midnight for veterans and 

active-duty personnel who present proof of military service. 

 

12.2.10:        The Christmas Store is open for business. Can you imagine not being able to afford 

to buy anything for your kids this Christmas?  This year, about a thousand families around the 



city are taking advantage of the annual Christmas Store, which offers homeless and low-income 

families a chance to shop for free.  Director Dan Doty says its usually the mom's who come in. 

Last year, The Christmas Store supplied about 17-thousand gifts to needy families...and they 

need about twice that this year.  Donations are being accepted through Dec. 13th. 

 

12.10.10:       The annual coats for kids drive wraps up today. The end is near, but there are still a 

lot of kids who won't have a coat this winter.  Andrew Dunlap has been helping coordinate the 

annual drive.  He says we're trying to beat last year's numbers. And we're not there yet.  You can 

still donate coats or cash at any area Pride Cleaners or by going to kmbz.com to find another 

donation spot close to you... 

 

12.21.10:      Salvation Army bell ringers brave the cold for days, weeks, even months at a time 

leading up to Christmas. And while most donations come in the form of loose change or small 

bills, one bell ringer found something a little heavier in his kettle last Saturday. That's about the 

only way Major Michele Heaver could describe what they found in a Salvation Army kettle 

outside the Hyvee on West 87th Street Parkway in Lenexa. Wrapped neatly in what she 

described as original packaging, was a 5 gram gold bar valued at nearly 300 dollars. It's a big 

find in the final week of the holiday collection period, and the second time the Salvation Army 

has struck gold in the metro this year. But Heaver says their work isn't done yet. 

 

12.22.10:        If you've ever donated a dollar and wondered how much of it was ACTUALLY 

being used for charity, then the new information released yesterday by Missouri's Attorney 

General Chris Koster could be shocking to you. Standards set by the Better Business Bureau say 

that at least 65 percent of charitable collections should go back towards the intended cause, but 

Koster says it's easy to give money to the wrong organization. Yesterday Koster released a list of 

the 15 worst charities operating in Missouri. For a complete list of charities both good and bad, 

go to the a-g-o dot mo  
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