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PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

 
 

 

PERSPECTIVES IS A 60 MINUTE PUBLIC AFFAIRS SEGMENT THAT DEALS WITH LOCAL ISSUES AND TOPICS OF PARTICULAR INTERESTS  

TO MINORITIES. AIRS FROM 7:00AM TO 8:00AM AND IS HOSTED BY CONDACE PRESSLEY. 

Condace.Pressley@cmg.com 
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ISSUES AND ANSWERS 

 
DURING THE PERIOD APRIL 1ST, 2022 – JUNE 30TH, 2022 

THE FOLLOWING ISSUES AND PROBLEMS WERE AMONG THOSE ADDRESSED BY WALR-FM: 
 
 

RACE RELATIONS 
 

COMMUNITY/EDUCATION 
 

HEALTH 
 

CHILD / YOUNG ADULT 
 

FINANCE / BUSINESS / TECHNOLOGY 
 

GOVERNMENT / POLITICS 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 
 

o 4/8 – Honey Baked Ham gift card giveaway for 500 listeners at local Honey Baked Ham store 
o 4/22 – Free Gas Giveaway for 200 listeners at local gas station 
o May – Komen Bubbles and Bling Partnership for Breast Cancer Awareness and fundraising 
o 5/18 – The Frank Ski Show Mental Health Forum  
o 6/6 – 6/10 – Kids Week – 2,000 + people received free entry to local attractions. Each day was a new attraction / restaurant, that 

The Frank Ski Show broadcast at. These locations included Illuminarium, Stone Mountain Park, GA Aquarium, Fun Spot America 
and McDonalds. 

o 6/24 – Free Gas Giveaway for 200 listeners at local gas station 
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WALR-FM ISSUES & PROGRAMS – 2ND QTR. - 2022 
 
The following summarizes a representative sample of programming that provided the most significant treatment of community 
issues during the past quarter.  Programming frequently deals with more than one issue. 
 
 
 
ISSUE & DESCRIPTION     DATE  TIME  LENGTH 
HEALTH    

5-1-2022 7:00AM  60:00 
Perspectives: Dr. Bhavini Solanki: Teen Suicide is on the rise. There is mental health assistance available for young people 
You may not be surprised to learn that America is experiencing a mental health crisis, but you might be stunned to know just which group of 
people has seen the greatest increase in anxiety, depression, suicide, and other disorders: American youth. These are the headlines:  seven of 
ten youth in the juvenile justice system have a diagnosed illness; 1 in 6 youth aged 6-17 experience a mental health disorder every year; 17% of 
high school students consider suicide every year; One half (½) of all lifetime cases begin by age 14; approximately half 50% of children 8-15 with 
mental health disorders do not receive treatment and suicide is the 2nd leading cause of death among young people ages 10-24. 
 

5-15-2022 7:00AM  60:00 
Perspectives: How a Near Death Experience changed one woman’s life and inspired her to help others 
We first met Carmen Hope Thomas several years ago when we talked about her book, "Why Marry a Man You Don't Need." Fast forward to 2022 
when we learn Thomas one night went to sleep with a headache and fatigue and woke up completely blind the next morning. She found out her 
blindness was due to a brain tumor, and she was rushed to emergency surgery. After surgery, Carmen lost her hair and found research reports 
stating that chemicals in her preferred type of hair products could cause her brain tumor to return. So, Carmen launched her own line of natural 
hair and skincare products brand, made from products from Jamaica where she's relocated with her family to enjoy a slower paced life. 
 
 
         
ISSUE & DESCRIPTION     DATE  TIME  LENGTH 
RACE RELATIONS    

4-3-2022 7:00AM  60:00 
Perspectives: Treating Structural Racism to Heal America 
Black men have the lowest life expectancy of any major demographic group in the United States, as CDC figures affirm. Based on Census Bureau 
projections, the life expectancy for a Black American male born in 2020 is 74 years, nearly five years less than the life expectancy for a white 



6 

 

newborn male. In JUST HEALTH: Treating Structural Racism to Heal America author Dayna Bowen Matthew makes a strong, evidence-based case 
that Black, and Brown Americans are disproportionally dying young because of structural inequality and racism. 
 

5-22-2022 7:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: Sustaining a Legacy, one book at a time – The stories of C.T. and Octavia Vivian 
During their lifetimes, the late C.T. and Octavia Vivian collected more than 6,000 books on African American literature, history, poetry and more. 
The C.T. and Octavia Vivian Museum and Archives will honor their life and their legacy. DeAna Jo Vivian, their daughter-in-law heads the archive 
and recently honored authors including Natasha Trethewey, Taylor Branch, Tayari Jones, Ta-Nehisi Coates and Ernie Suggs with Kaleidoscope 
Awards for Literary Excellence. It is the first of many efforts to bring the Vivian Museum and Archives to life. 
 

6-12-2022 7:00AM  60:00 
Perspectives: The Bean Pie: A remembering of one Family’s Faith, Fortitude and Forgiveness 
To know where we’re going, we first need to know where we’ve been. In her new book, The Bean Pie: A Remembering of our Family’s Faith, 
Fortitude, & Forgiveness, entrepreneur Tiffany Green-Abdullah explores this concept to analyze her ancestral past with her own family. The Bean 
Pie follows four generations of women in Tiffany’s family: Tiffany, her mother, her 2nd great aunt, and her grandmother. Green-Abdullah shares 
the lessons she and her family have learned by following the original bean pie recipe created by her 2nd great aunt Daisy—a recipe that has 
stood the test of time to become a celebrated staple in the homes of Black American Muslims. Green-Abdullah found that she has much in 
common with her ancestors despite growing up decades apart. She was intrigued by the fact that many of her ancestors went through similar 
trials and tribulations yet always found their way through. 
 

6-26-2022 7:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: Just Health: Treating Structural Racism to Heal America  
Black men have the lowest life expectancy of any major demographic group in the United States, as CDC figures affirm. Based on Census Bureau 
projections, the life expectancy for a Black American male born in 2020 is 74 years, nearly five years less than the life expectancy for a white 
newborn male. In JUST HEALTH: Treating Structural Racism to Heal America author Dayna Bowen Matthew makes a strong, evidence-based case 
that Black and Brown Americans are disproportionally dying young because of structural inequality and racism. 
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ISSUE & DESCRIPTION     DATE  TIME  LENGTH 
COMMUNITY / EDUCATION     

4-10-2022 7:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: A Century of saving souls 
First Presbyterian Church of Atlanta joins WSB Radio in its centennial celebration. Messages from the church have been on the radio and 
exclusively on WSB for a century. It is the oldest, and longest running radio ministry in the world. My guest is Pastor Tony Sundermeier. We talk 
about how the church will observe the milestone as well as the challenges in reaching the lost in the 21st century. 
of Will Smith's wife, Jada Pinkett Smith over her battle with alopecia. That means hair loss and board-certified dermatologist Dr. Chyna Steele 
Johnson joins me to discuss the problem and why it can be so devastating for Black women. 
 

4-17-2022 7:00AM  60:00 
Perspectives: Easter Sunday and a conversation with Atlanta native and author Thomas Fellows 
On Easter Sunday we talk with Thomas Fellows. Fellows is an Atlanta native now living in Texas. He has written nine books which seek to 
interweave the Bible, his faith, history, and literature. We talk about 2 of his books, one based on a small character in the classic To Kill a 
Mockingbird and the other based on the criminal who was crucified with Christ and asked for forgiveness. 
 

5-8-2022 7:00AM  60:00 
Perspectives: A Conversation with Author and Filmmaker Angie Thomas 
She’s been called one of the most influential literary voices of a generation. Her debut novel, THE HATE U GIVE, started as a senior project in 
college. It was later acquired in a 13-publisher auction and debuted at #1 on the New York Times bestseller list. THE HATE U GIVE was adapted 
into a critically acclaimed film directed by George Tillman, Jr. The Hate U Give (2017) follows Starr Carter, a teen girl who is the only witness to 
her friend’s fatal shooting by a police officer. CONCRETE ROSE is set 17 years before the events of THE HATE U GIVE, following Maverick Carter, 
Starr’s father, as a teen. Both books are now available in paperback. 
 

5-15-2022 7:00AM  60:00 
Perspectives: How a Near Death Experience changed one woman’s life and inspired her to help others 
We first met Carmen Hope Thomas several years ago when we talked about her book, "Why Marry a Man You Don't Need." Fast forward to 2022 
when we learn Thomas one night went to sleep with a headache and fatigue and woke up completely blind the next morning. She found out her 
blindness was due to a brain tumor, and she was rushed to emergency surgery. After surgery, Carmen lost her hair and found research reports 
stating that chemicals in her preferred type of hair products could cause her brain tumor to return. So, Carmen launched her own line of natural 
hair and skincare products brand, made from products from Jamaica where she's relocated with her family to enjoy a slower paced life. 
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5-22-2022 7:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: Ride on a fantastic voyage through the birth of funk music with the Captain 
Mark Adam Wood aka 'The Captain' is one of the founding members of the funk band, Lakeside. The group will be performing along with Cameo 
and Confunkshun at the Mable House Amphitheatre on May 29. The band is originally from Dayton, Ohio and has been around for more than 40 
years. He takes us back to the band's formation, their nine hit albums and the performers' balance between playing the hits audiences want to 
hear and their desire to share new music. 
 

5-22-2022 7:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: Sustaining a Legacy, one book at a time – The stories of C.T. and Octavia Vivian 
During their lifetimes, the late C.T. and Octavia Vivian collected more than 6,000 books on African American literature, history, poetry and more. 
The C.T. and Octavia Vivian Museum and Archives will honor their life and their legacy. DeAna Jo Vivian, their daughter-in-law heads the archive 
and recently honored authors including Natasha Trethewey, Taylor Branch, Tayari Jones, Ta-Nehisi Coates and Ernie Suggs with Kaleidoscope 
Awards for Literary Excellence. It is the first of many efforts to bring the Vivian Museum and Archives to life. 
 

6-19-2022 7:00AM  60:00 
Perspectives: Explore the benefits of summer reading with your kids 
When I was a child, one of my favorite things about summer was the summer reading club. If I read a certain number of books, I’d get tickets to 
an Atlanta braves game. This was back in the day when it was much easier for the club to give away tickets to kids – long before we became 
world champions. I say that to say this – if there is something your kids are doing this summer – in addition to sports, time at the pool and play 
dates with friends, they should be reading, and now is a great time for kids to read books with characters who look and live like we all do. 
Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich, is one of the authors of the young readers book, The Sun Does Shine: An Innocent Man, A Wrongful Conviction 
And The Long Path To Justice and Tracy Baptiste who tackles the origins of black icons with her book African Icons: Ten People who Shaped 
History. 

6-26-2022 7:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: Jessica Nabongo scratches her itch to travel and sets a world record 
Jessica Nabongo loves to travel, so much so that she has visited the world’s 195 countries and 10 territories. She came away with two key 
lessons. First, most people are good. Second, we are more similar than we are different.” In her inspiring travelogue, The Catch Me If You Can: 
One Woman’s Journey to Every Country in the World, she describes her journey around the world, highlighting 100 countries with fascinating 
stories of adventure, culture, travel musts, and human connections. 
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ISSUE & DESCRIPTION     DATE  TIME  LENGTH 
CHILD / YOUNG ADULT ISSUES  

5-1-2022 7:00AM  60:00 
Perspectives: Dr. Bhavini Solanki: Teen Suicide is on the rise. There is mental health assistance available for young people 
You may not be surprised to learn that America is experiencing a mental health crisis, but you might be stunned to know just which group of 
people has seen the greatest increase in anxiety, depression, suicide, and other disorders: American youth. These are the headlines:  seven of 
ten youth in the juvenile justice system have a diagnosed illness; 1 in 6 youth aged 6-17 experience a mental health disorder every year; 17% of 
high school students consider suicide every year; One half (½) of all lifetime cases begin by age 14; approximately half 50% of children 8-15 with 
mental health disorders do not receive treatment and suicide is the 2nd leading cause of death among young people ages 10-24. 
 

5-8-2022 7:00AM  60:00 
Perspectives: A Conversation with Author and Filmmaker Angie Thomas 
She’s been called one of the most influential literary voices of a generation. Her debut novel, THE HATE U GIVE, started as a senior project in 
college. It was later acquired in a 13-publisher auction and debuted at #1 on the New York Times bestseller list. THE HATE U GIVE was adapted 
into a critically acclaimed film directed by George Tillman, Jr. The Hate U Give (2017) follows Starr Carter, a teen girl who is the only witness to 
her friend’s fatal shooting by a police officer. CONCRETE ROSE is set 17 years before the events of THE HATE U GIVE, following Maverick Carter, 
Starr’s father, as a teen. Both books are now available in paperback. 
 

6-19-2022 7:00AM  60:00 
Perspectives: Explore the benefits of summer reading with your kids 
When I was a child, one of my favorite things about summer was the summer reading club. If I read a certain number of books, I’d get tickets to 
an Atlanta braves game. This was back in the day when it was much easier for the club to give away tickets to kids – long before we became 
world champions. I say that to say this – if there is something your kids are doing this summer – in addition to sports, time at the pool and play 
dates with friends, they should be reading, and now is a great time for kids to read books with characters who look and live like we all do. 
Olugbemisola Rhuday-Perkovich, is one of the authors of the young readers book, The Sun Does Shine: An Innocent Man, A Wrongful Conviction 
And The Long Path To Justice and Tracy Baptiste who tackles the origins of black icons with her book African Icons: Ten People who Shaped 
History. 
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ISSUE & DESCRIPTION     DATE  TIME  LENGTH 
FINANCE / BUSINESS / TECHNOLOGY  

4-24-2022 7:00AM  60:00 
Perspectives: Redefining GEEG and a conversation with award-winning actor Courtney B. Vance 
Why are some people so good with technology? In the prevailing view, the answer is “natural ability”—and the lion’s share of those gifted just 
happen to be affluent white and Asian males. Beyond popular opinion, this assumption dominates education and the workplace, which not only 
puts women and other racial and ethnic groups at a disadvantage but also makes it harder to fight against inequities in tech. In REDEFINING 
GEEK: Bias and the Five Hidden Habits of Tech-Savvy Teens, Cassidy Puckett, assistant professor of sociology at Emory University, offers a fresh 
and surprising assessment of what it means to be good with technology. Then, a real treat - a conversation with Tony and Emmy Award-winning 
actor Courtney B. Vance. He reunites on screen with Aunjanue Ellis in 61st Street, a limited-run, eight episode series Sundays on AMC. Ellis, you'll 
recall earned an Academy Award nomination for her role in King Richard with Will Smith. 
 

ISSUE & DESCRIPTION     DATE  TIME  LENGTH 
GOVERNMENT AND POLITICS  
         

4-10-2022 7:00AM  30:00 
Perspectives: The Many Lives of Ambassador Andrew Young: Celebrating 90 with author Ernie Suggs 
Ambassador Andrew Young recently celebrated his 90th birthday with a weeklong celebration across the city. To mark the milestone, Young 
collaborated with AJC race and culture reporter Ernie Suggs and longtime friend Don Bermudez to write "The Many Lives of Andrew Young" 
available where you find books today. Suggs talks about the urgency in writing this book now with the recent passing of the Rev. Dr. Joseph 
Lowery, Dr. C.T. Vivian and Congressman John Lewis. What Young likes about this book is the fact that his grandchildren will enjoy reading it. 
Ernie and I also talk race and culture and the Oscars, and the slap seen around the globe in defense of Will Smith's wife, Jada Pinkett Smith over 
her battle with alopecia. That means hair loss and board-certified dermatologist Dr. Chyna Steele Johnson joins me to discuss the problem and 
why it can be so devastating for Black women. 
 

5-29-2022 7:00AM  60:00 
Perspectives: The Southernization of America: A story of Democracy in the Balance: Cynthia Tucker 
In 1974 John Egerton wrote a book called the Americanization of Dixie. In 2022, Pulitzer Prize-winner Cynthia Tucker and award-winning author 
Fry Gaillard carry that work forward in their book, The Southernization of America: A Story of Democracy in the Balance. In this work they take a 
deep dive into Nixon's Southern Strategy, the party of Reagan, the backlash against Barack Obama and so much more. Our conversation with 
Tucker comes days after another mass shooting in Uvalde, Texas where the souls of 19 children and 2 teachers were lost to gun violence. Tucker 
argues we are at a critical moment in American history. She and Gaillard call this a time of racial reckoning with democracy under siege. 
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6-5-2022 7:00AM  60:00 
Perspectives: The Southernization of America: A story of Democracy in the Balance: Cynthia Tucker 
In 1974 John Egerton wrote a book called the Americanization of Dixie. In 2022, Pulitzer Prize-winner Cynthia Tucker and award-winning author 
Fry Gaillard carry that work forward in their book, The Southernization of America: A Story of Democracy in the Balance. In this work they take a 
deep dive into Nixon's Southern Strategy, the party of Reagan, the backlash against Barack Obama and so much more. Our conversation with 
Tucker comes days after another mass shooting in Uvalde, Texas where the souls of 19 children and 2 teachers were lost to gun violence. Tucker 
argues we are at a critical moment in American history. She and Gaillard call this a time of racial reckoning with democracy under siege. 
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