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COMMUNITY /HUMAN INTEREST

Morning Buzz: New "Healthier" You Expo
Jan. 15, 6am,, Live-Interview, Pete Sousa & Taina Maya (3-minutes)
This morning on The Buzz, Van Davis and Rose Lugo stopped by to tell us more about 
the New Year, New Healthier You Expo to get your healthy New Year's resolutions back 
on track. When: Jan. 19th Time: 9:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Where: Region 12 Education 
Service 2101 W Loop 340 in Waco,TX Cost: $20

KWTX Foster Care Project: Aubrey is looking for home
Jan. 14, 5am & 6am, PKG, Pete Sousa (3-minutes) Monthly station feature
This month, The KWTX Foster Care Project takes a trip to Build-A-Bear Workshop to 
meet Aubrey, who is looking for a family to call her own. She long on smarts and, 
although she soft spoken, has a way with words. If you have any interest in getting 
involved or learning more about her call the Texas Adoption Resource Center at 800-
233-3405.

Black History Month Events
Feb. 1, 5am-6am. Live-PKG, Chelsea Edwards (4-minutes)
Chelsea Edwards looks at special events this weekend for black history month including 
a job fair, arts and crafts, performances, etc.

Morning Buzz: Flotation Therapy
Feb. 5, 6-7am, Live-Interview on site, Pete Sousa & Taina Maya (5-minutes)
This morning on The Buzz, we learned more about flotation therapy in Waco. Just an 
hour in one of the custom float rooms will have you feeling rested, relaxed. and 
recalibrated. For more information visit: www.fullmoonfloatco.com

Morning Buzz: Living with Heart Failure
Feb. 8, 6a.m., Taina Maya & Pete Sousa, Live-Interview (3-minutes)
This morning on The Buzz, Dr. Shawn Skeen and Jessica Urban stopped by the studio 
to tell us more about the Living with Heart Failure seminar happening in Waco. When: 
Feb 9 Time: 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. Where: Baylor Scott & White Health 100 Hillcrest Medical 
Boulevard Waco TX 76712

Waco: Public meeting set Wednesday on Brazos Promenade
Feb. 13, 5am-7am, Live-VOSOTS, Christy Soto (4-minutes)

http://www.fullmoonfloatco.com


The first of two public meetings about the Brazos Promenade is from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Wednesday at the Texas Life Annex building in the 1000 block of Washington Avenue. 
The meeting will focus on design of the area for the Waco Farmers Market and 
sidewalks along University Parks Drive. The Waco City Council last month approved a 
lease and incentive funds for Catalyst Urban Development for the development of city-
owned land along the Brazos River from Jackson Avenue to the I-35 frontage road 
along the river as well as along Jackson Street from the river to South 2nd Street.

Morning Buzz: Vote for Military Spouse of the Year
Feb. 26, 6:00 a.m., Live-Interview, Pete Sousa & Taina Maya (4-minutes)
This morning on The Buzz, Fort Hood Military Spouse of the Year stopped by to tell us 
more about her honor, journey and why she needs your vote. Maria Reed is a 2019 
Armed Forces Insurance Military Spouse of the Year nominee. Voting ends Feb. 26 at 
noon. Click the link to cast your vote:
https://msoy.afi.org/contestants/maria-mendez-
reed/?fbclid=IwAR1ycZ4UCBuEZ97XnHlrk7HChNE3RoK-GP5q-
on5qsHFG7G2ielAiUFDjfA. The Armed Forces Insurance Military Spouse of the Year® 
award recognizes military spouses' important contributions and unwavering commitment 
to the military community and our country. The award gives recognition to military 
spouses from all branches of service.

Morning Buzz: Fight For 5 Golf Tournament
Mar. 5, 6a.m., Live-Interview, Pete Sousa & Taina Maya (3-minutes)
This morning on The Buzz, Diane Walters and Ralph Reynolds from Lochridge-Priest 
Inc. stopped by to tell us more about the Fight for 5 Golf Tournament. Lochridge-Priest 
Inc. had several employees on scene at Coryell Memorial Hospital explosion in 
Gatesville last summer. Now, they are committed to help families impacted by the 
explosion. Lochridge-Priest Inc. will be hosting a golf tournament on Mar. 15 at the 
Cottonwood Creek Golf Course. They're actively looking for teams to sign up to play, 
hole sponsors, and items donated that can be given as prizes for the winners ($50+ 
value). 

Morning Buzz: Texas Food Truck Showdown
Mar. 13, 6a.m., Live-Interview, Pete Sousa & Taina Maya (3-minutes)
The Texas Food Truck Showdown is coming back to Waco. This morning on The Buzz, 
Jeff Brown and Amanda Haygood stopped by to tell us more about the event happening 
on Mar. 16. For more information visit: thetexasfoodtruckshowdown.com

Axtell: Residents take landfill fight to Austin 
Mar. 22, 5a.m.-7a.m., Live-VOSOTS, Christy Soto (4-minutes)
Residents opposed to the City of Waco’s plans to build a new landfill in the Axtell area 
plan to take their fight to Austin and are hosting a weekend fundraiser to help pay for 
legal fees. “We've been asked to testify before the Legislature about some bills that are 
pending that are related to the (Texas Commission on Environmental Quality) permitting 
process, landfill permitting process flood plain issues with landfill and things like that, so 
we plan to send people from our organization to testify,” Lacy Hollingsworth, a 
spokeswoman for Save Axtell Families & Environment or SAFE, said. Hollingsworth 
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said the group’s attorneys and local state legislators recommended that they testify. 
“Our state representatives and state senators said they are keeping a close-eyes on this 
whole project and some of them had said they are going to help us in any way they 
can,” Hollingsworth said. The Waco City Council voted on July 31, 2018 to approve the 
$1.8 million purchase of a 502-acre tract of land near the intersection of State Highway 
31 and T. K. Parkway and, also approved a resolution authorizing the filing of an 
application with the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality for a permit for a 
landfill on the site.

Waco: Planners prepare for self-driving vehicles 
Mar. 26, 5a.m.-7a.m., Live-VOSOTS, Christy Soto (4-minutes)
Waco are transportation planners are looking ahead to the day when cars drive 
themselves. “Automated vehicles will follow all the safety laws, they will be able to drive 
a lot closer to each other they can even talk to each other. The challenge we’re looking 
at is how does that effect driver behavior and travel patterns,” the director of the 
Metropolitan Planning Organization, Chris Evilia, said. Before the autonomous vehicles 
hit the streets, however, the streets may need some work, he says. “These vehicles are 
very sensitive to things like good pavement conditions, good lane striping, signage, 
good traffic signals,” Evilia said. “Unfortunately, we as a country are behind the curve on 
that. The American Society of civil engineers rates us a D+ in terms of state of good 
repair.” The MPO plans a meeting in May to gather input from residents. The exact date 
has not been determined.

Waco: In search of speedier bus service The Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
is working with Waco Transit to create faster bus routes.
Mar. 29, 5a.m.-7a.m., Live-VOSOTS, Christy Soto (4-miniutes)
MPO Director Chris Evilia says sometimes a bus trip from one side of the city to the 
other takes longer than driving to Dallas. "It’s a concern to us especially because the 
bus system really isn’t well set up to get people from one side of the city to the other. It 
could be 90 minutes one way or two hours depending on your destination," Evilia said. 
Evilia says most people who live at or below the poverty line live in East Waco, while a 
big portion of current and future jobs are closer to the Loop 340 Corridor, Woodway and 
Hewitt. Those who use public transportation rather than driving can save at $3,000 to 
$4,000 a year, he said. "We did some calculations and showed if you add a cost of an 
automobile it’s almost impossible to get ahead and have a decent quality of life," Evilia 
said. Officials are hoping to create faster and more efficient routes. The MPO board is 
also looking at transportation to and from the Waco Regional Airport. 

GOVERNMENT/POLITICS

The New Year brings new laws to Texas
Jan. 2, 6a.m., Live-VOSOTS, Christy Soto (3-minutes) 
The New Year is bringing new laws to Texas. Law changes how vehicles are titled As of 
Jan. 1, SB 2076 states the Texas Department of Motor Vehicles will no longer give you 
the original title. They will only issue copies. Adding more courts to simplify caseloads 
due to Texas populations increasing, its growth has not only impacted traffic but also 



caseloads of courts. State Law makers say SD 1329 help aid this issue by adding more 
courts across the state. It also changes the jurisdiction of some courts. Revisions on 
human trafficking laws House Bill 289 requires sexually oriented business to post a sign 
in the bathrooms about human trafficking with a hotline number on how to help. The 
sign must be in English and Spanish. If the business do not comply with this law they 
face misdemeanor charges. This will go into effect March 1, 2019. Law changes high 
school graduation requirements SB 463 states that school districts will not be allowed to 
administer a Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills, or TAKS, test. These 
requirements will go into effect Sept. 1, 2019. Law limits lobbyists, HB 505 puts limits on 
campaign funds that can be used by a candidate or former officeholder who are 
registered lobbyist.

Texas Tribune-live interview
Jan. 10, 6a, Live-interview, Pete Sousa (2:30)
Every Thursday morning we're joined by political reporter Alana Roacha from the Texas 
Tribune. This week Pete talked with Alana about the start of the legislative funding. 
School funding and property taxes are expected to be a highly debated issue this 
session. Also, it is unlikely the controversial bathroom bill, that never passed, will be 
debated this session or in any future sessions. 

Congressman Bill Flores
Jan. 23, 6am, Live-Interview, Pete Sousa (3-minutes)
17th District U.S. Congressman Bill Flores joined Pete to talk about the lingering 33-day 
government shutdown, what needs to be done to resolve it, as well as, the latest on the 
border crisis.

Local city council corrects MLK march misstep 
Jan. 23, 5am-7am, Live-VOSOT, Chelsea Edwards (3-minutes)
The 2019 Martin Luther King, Jr., march in Killeen took place under a cloud of 
controversy at a new location, but city leaders are making changes to clear the air. For 
the past twenty years, Killeen’s annual MLK march has started on the steps of city hall 
and streamed through downtown. But because of an oversight, this year's event was 
pushed to Lions Club Park where some say it was almost out of the public eye. A new 
city policy required a payment of $1,200 for traffic control in order for the march to take 
place downtown. However, the Killeen NAACP president says she was not notified until 
36 days after putting in the required petition. She says the event was moved because 
the location mattered less than setting an example for the children. Despite the change, 
hundreds came out to honor the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. on Monday. “We 
need to make sure that the torch remains lit of Dr. King's life and legacy, that they 
remain free, that they continue to live in this nation where they're not judged by the color 
of their skin but by the content of their character,” TaNeika Driver-Moultrie said. “So 
even though we may be caught up in our feelings as adults, we have to just sit back and 
look at the big picture and realize it's about our youth.” She believes all organizations 
that hold public events should have been notified when the rules were changed. She 
spoke at Tuesday night's workshop where council members voted unanimously to make 
sure the march is listed as a city-sponsored event, thereby making it exempt from the 



traffic control fee.

Texas Tribune-live interview
Jan. 24, 6a, Live-interview, Pete Sousa (2:30)
Every Thursday morning we're joined by political reporter Alana Roacha from the Texas 
Tribune. This week Pete talked with Alana about the Schools of Choice rally held 
Wednesday in Austin and the likelihood the measure, presented by lawmakers almost 
annually,  will not gain any steam in the current legislative session. They also discussed 
how the government shutdown is affecting the state of Texas.

Texas Tribune-live interview
Feb. 7, 6a, Live-interview, Pete Sousa (2:30)
Every Thursday morning we're joined by political reporter Alana Roacha from the Texas 
Tribune. This week Pete talked with Alana about Governor Abbott’s State of the State 
address this week and how he appeared to be more bipartisan in his agenda based on 
the current political climate and a narrower margin of victory for republicans in the 
recent midterm elections. Also discussed, was the U-S State of The Union address and 
the president’s latest efforts to build a border wall. On Monday, Trump will travel to El 
Paso to tout the effectiveness of a wall built there, a wall many argue is not nearly as 
effective as the president asserts.

Axtell: Residents settle in for long fight over Waco landfill site|
Feb. 12, 5a.m.-6a.m., Live-VOSOTs, Christy Soto (4-minutes)
Axtell area residents have hired a powerful Austin law firm and are settling in for a long 
fight over Waco’s purchase of a site that could serve as the city’s next landfill, Axtell ISD 
Superintendent J.R. Proctor says. Members of Save Axtell Families & Environment or 
SAFE, which was formed to fight the landfill, have met with state senators and 
representatives who he says agree, that the city of Waco did not handle things properly, 
Proctor said. “Hopefully this battle will last long enough that the city council will have 
different representation and potentially the mayor’s office have different representation 
and hopefully that group will see things differently,” Proctor said. Waco Mayor Kyle 
Deaver said the city is going to continue to move forward on the landfill project.

Texas Tribune-live interview
Feb. 14, 6:30am, Live-interview, Pete Sousa (2:00)
Every Thursday morning we're joined by political reporter Alana Roacha from the Texas 
Tribune. This week Pete talked with Alana about a property tax measure making its way 
through the state senate to help fund state projects that is likely to create some 
controversy. If the measure is passed it will result in yet another increase in property 
taxes for Texas homeowners. The two also talked about several measures under 
consideration in the state house.

Congressman Bill Flores
Feb. 20, 6am, Live-Interview, Pete Sousa (3-minutes)
17th District U.S. Congressman Bill Flores joined Pete to talk about the border wall 
dispute and the president’s emergency declaration. Flores says other presidents have 



issued these emergencies without the fanfare surrounding the most current. Flores does 
not believe the court challenges against the declaration will receive any serious 
consideration in the courts.

Texas Tribune-live interview
Feb. 21, 6:30am, Live-interview, Pete Sousa (2:00)
Every Thursday morning we're joined by political reporter Alana Roacha from the Texas 
Tribune. This week Pete talked with Alana about speculation Bet O’Rourke will run for 
president, but Alana thinks Beto will take another staff at US Senate first. The two also 
discussed, for a second week, a property tax measure making its way through the state 
senate and controversial school funding.

Local street fee higher for mosques than churches
Feb.22, 5am-7am, Live-VOSOTS, Chelsea Edwards (4-minutes)
Mosques will pay at a significantly higher rate than churches under the terms of an 
ordinance that establishes a utility fee to pay for street repairs in Killeen. The additional 
fee to fund repairs on old, damaged streets will be added to utility bills starting in July 
and proceeds will be used to pay the cost of contractors, personnel and material. The 
fee for the owner of a single-family home is $1.70 a month, but fees for other types of 
properties will be adjusted based on the amount of street use a property generates. But 
when it comes to places of worship, there’s a significant disparity. The current ordinance 
says churches will be charged 24 cents for every 1,000-square-feet of building area, 
while a mosque will be charged $2.09 for the same square footage. A founder of the 
Islamic Community of Greater Killeen says the rate system is biased and has brought 
shock to his small community. "That kind of disparity strikes as discriminatory,” says 
Osman Danquah.

Texas Tribune – live interview
Feb. 28, 6a.m., Live-Interview, Pete Sousa (3-minutes) 
Every Thursday morning we're joined by political reporter Alana Roacha from the Texas 
Tribune. This week Pete talked with Alana about what path former Senate candidate 
Beto O’Rourke will take moving forward. Roacha says it is unlikely he will challenge 
current U.S. Senator John Cornyn. Its has been speculated O’Rourke will make a run at 
the Democratic nomination for president. Pete and Alana also discussed the voter rolls 
ruling. In a major victory for voting rights groups, a federal judge has ordered that no 
Texas county should purge suspected non-citizen voters from the rolls or issue letters 
demanding that they prove their citizenship without the court's approval.

Texas Tribune – live interview
Mar. 7, 6a.m., Live-Interview, Pete Sousa (3-minutes) 
Every Thursday morning we're joined by political reporter Alana Roacha from the Texas 
Tribune. This week Pete talked with Alana about teachers getting pay raises and some 
legislation current going through the statehouse. The state plans to fund the raises for 
one-year, then turn the responsibility over to local districts. The two also discussed 
school safety and Starr testing.



EDUCATION

Temple: Nursing students find alternatives after MCC registration freeze 
Feb. 5, 5-7 a.m., Live-VOSOTS,, Chelsea Edwards (4-minutes)
McLennan Community College's Associate Degree in nursing program failed to meet 
passing requirements for the third year in a row and won’t accept new students for the 
fall 2019 semester, but for those willing to make the drive, Temple College is welcoming 
students into its nursing program. However, entry requires specific standards, and that 
is one of the improvements that has helped the Temple program get in good standing 
with the Texas Board of Nursing. Eighty percent of students graduating from a nursing 
school must pass the National Council Licensure Examination for the program to earn 
the seal of approval from the Texas Board of Nursing. In April 2018 the board changed 
the MCC program’s status to approved with warning after the school’s first-time pass 
rate for students taking the exam dropped to 64.04 percent in 2016, well below the 80 
percent minimum, and then fell short again in 2017 at 77.88 percent. The 2018 pass 
rate was 76.47 percent, still below the 80 percent minimum, and as a result the nursing 
board has reduced the program’s status to conditional approval. Representatives of 
Temple College's Associate Degree in Nursing program couldn't go on camera but say 
they have seen a recent uptick in interest and transfer requests.

Proposed tax cap has area college officials worried
Feb. 22, 5am-7am, Live-VOSOTS, Christy Soto (4-minutes)
Officials at some area community colleges are concerned a proposed property tax cap 
will have a major impact on their schools. Gov. Greg Abbott and other Republican 
lawmakers are pushing a proposal that would require local entities including cities, 
counties, school districts and community college districts to seek voter approval of tax 
rates that boost revenues by 2.5 percent or more. The current cap is 8 percent and 
residents now must gather enough petition signatures to force a rollback election. Under 
the proposed measure, a rollback election would be triggered automatically. Supporters 
say the measure would help ease the burden on property owners, but opponents say it 
would tie the hands of local officials faced with rising costs and unfunded state 
mandates. Because community colleges receive a large part of their revenue from 
property taxes, officials are worried specifically about the impact it would have on tuition 
costs.

Waco school superintendent charged with marijuana possession Waco ISD 
Superintendent 
Mar. 8, 5a.m.-7a.m., Live-VOSOTs, Christy Soto (4-minutes)
A. Marcus Nelson spent a night in jail after he was arrested by a Department of Public 
Safety trooper in Robertson County for misdemeanor marijuana possession, according 
to online jail records. Nelson was booked into the Robertson County Jail just before 11 
p.m. Wednesday and charged with possession of marijuana less than 2 ounces. He was 
released 12 hours later, apparently on his own recognizance, according to online 
records. According to DPS spokesman Trooper Jimmy Morgan, a trooper working 
regular patrol spotted a 2007 GMC Yukon traveling north on U.S. 190 south of Hearne. 



The vehicle was in the left lane and not passing, Morgan said, and was pulled over. 
"During the stop, the trooper smelled marijuana and conducted a search of the vehicle," 
said Morgan. The trooper found marijuana, seized it, and took the subject into custody, 
Morgan said. Nelson was not at work Thursday, according to a source close to the 
situation, and a district spokesman said Nelson was taking a personal day Friday but 
was not on leave.

WISD board takes no action on superintendent’s fate after drug arrest 
Mar. 19, 5a.m.-7a.m., Live-VOSOTS, Christy Soto (4-minutes)
The Waco School Board took no action Tuesday night on the future of the district’s 
superintendent, Dr. A. Marcus Nelson, following his misdemeanor marijuana arrest 
March 6 during a traffic stop in Robertson County. He was released the next day on his 
own recognizance after spending a night in jail. Publicly admitting his guilt, on Friday 
Nelson agreed to a plea deal with Robertson County prosecutors under the terms of 
which the drug possession charge will be dismissed if he completes a 90-day diversion 
program. He will also pay a $500 fine. The Waco School Board met in special session 
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday at the Waco ISD Conference Center at 115 South 5th St. "This is 
a difficult topic, and I know there's decisions made tonight that will have consequences 
for years in the future," WISD School Board President Pat Atkins told the audience. A 
crowd of more than 240 people, mainly supporters, attended. Following a public 
comment period, the board went into closed session for about four hours, returning right 
before midnight to report that no decisions had been made.

Morning Buzz: KISD Job Fair
Mar. 28, 6 a.m., Live-interview segments, Pete Sousa & Taina Maya (6-minutes)
This morning on The Buzz, Killeen ISD Deputy Superintendent Dr. Eric Penrod stopped 
by to tell us more about the positions they are hoping to fill at this week's job fair.

CRIME & SAFETY

Central Texas cities begin release racial profiling reports
Feb. 12, 5a.m.-7a.m., Live-VOSOTs, Chelsea Edwards (4-minutes)
Several Central Texas police agencies have started releasing their 2018 reports on 
racial profiling. The racial profile reports break down the number of traffic stops each 
police department makes, along with the race of each person pulled over throughout the 
year. Belton police presented their report to the city council on Tuesday. In 2018, Belton 
officers made more than 7,000 stops. The majority were made were of whites at nearly 
5,000. Hispanics made up a little over 1,200 blacks made up a little over 1,100 stops. 
When compared to city data, nearly 60 percent of all residents are white, with them 
making up 65 percent of the stops. Hispanics make up nearly 30 percent with around 17 
percent of stops. Meanwhile, stops involving black people accounted for 15 percent, but 
the group comprises a little over eight percent of the city's population. The department 
said it strictly prohibits peace officers from engaging in racial profiling and that less than 
10 percent of those stops were made when an officer already knew the race of the 
person they were stopping. Down Highway 190 in Copperas Cove, officers there made 



nearly 10,000 stops. Of them, 54 percent of the people stopped were white; 33 percent 
were black and 13 percent Hispanic. Only eight percent of the stops led to searches. 
When percentages of stops are compared side by side with the number of searches, 
Copperas Coves numbers are very similar across the different races.

WEATHER AWARENESS

Snow and sleet fall in parts of Central Texas
Feb. 8, 6am, 12pm, 5pm & 6pm, Live-Weather, Reports from Edge
Snow and sleet were falling Friday in parts of Central Texas as winter returned to the 
region. Light snow and light sleet were possible through the morning hours Friday and 
rain, show and light sleet are possible in the afternoon. Very light accumulations are 
possible, forecasters said. A winter weather advisory is in effect until 3 a.m. Saturday 
that includes Bell, Bosque, Coryell, Falls, Freestone, Hamilton, Hill, Lampasas, 
Limestone, McLennan, Mills, and Navarro counties in Central Texas. Sleet 
accumulations of as much as a quarter inch are possible in some areas and elevated 
roads or bridges could be slippery. Temperatures will rise only into the mid-30s Friday 
and will hold steady through the overnight hours. On Saturday there’s a slight chance of 
light sleet in the morning, but no accumulations are expected. As temperatures rise into 
the upper 30s, there’s a slight chance of showers during the day and a better chance 
overnight. Rain chances continue through the first of next week.

CONSUMER & HEALTH

Morning Buzz: Developments for Waco
Jan. 4, 6a.m., Live-interview, Pete Sousa & Tiana Maya (2-segments, 5-minutes)
Austin Meek with Waco Business News stopped by The Buzz to tell us more about new 
developments happening this year. Among the topics was the redevelopment of the Elm 
Avenue area of Waco and new businesses expected to open there in 2019.

Waco: Extraco expansion project likely longer, pricier than planned
Jan. 8 5am-7am, Live-VOSOTS, Christy Soto (4-minutes)
The first phase of a multi-million dollar project in Waco will likely be more expensive that 
originally thought, local leaders said Monday. "The Expo Center has come in with an 
estimate of about $32-million, which is higher than was hoped for," said Waco Mayor 
Kyle Deaver. City and county officials gave an update on the Extraco Event Center 
master plan during the McLennan County/City Intergovernmental Relations Committee 
Meeting Tuesday afternoon at Waco City Hall.

Restaurant Report Card, Friday 
Jan. 11, 6am, PKG, Taina Maya (1:30)
The Best Donuts and Kolache Shop in McGregor had to toss out some sausage, egg 
biscuits and sausage burritos that were sitting out for 4 hours. What's odd, is that the 
inspector found a whole catfish in the freezer; the restaurant only serves breakfast. 
They made an 88 overall. Knives were in a rusted coffee can with food debris still on 



them and two drinks were on the prep table without a lid. In 2016 we gave the Clean 
Plate award to the Shilo Inn in Killeen. But last month, things weren't so shiny and the 
hotel restaurant scored a 91. The manager said the night before the inspection the meat 
cooler stopped working forcing them to throw away pork chops, salmon, ham, chicken 
and fish that were warm. But the issues didn't stop there. They also had five heads of 
moldy cauliflower, three moldy green squash and a moldy honeydew, which were 
quickly tossed out. They called out a repairman to service the cooler compressor. 
Spiciness Mexican Grill on North Valley Mills in Waco gets an 88. Dirty dishes were 
hanging on the wall with clean ones, spray bottles filled with yellow chemicals weren’t 
labeled and the handwashing sink in the kitchen didn’t have soap or paper towels. 
However, they were able to quickly fix the problems in just a matter of days. This week's 
Clean Plate award goes to Kim’s Diner on Waco Drive in Waco.

Waco: Hospital honored for nursing excellence 
Jan. 11, 5a.m.-6a.m., LIVE-VOSOTS, Christy Soto (3-minutes)
Baylor Scott & White Hillcrest Medical Center has been honored for nursing excellence, 
receiving a Magnet designation from the American Nurses Credentialing Center. Just 7 
percent of hospitals nationwide have received the designation, Scott & White said. 
Forty-two of the 482 hospitals in the U.S. that have earned the designation are in Texas. 
Baylor Scott & White Hillcrest Chief Nursing Officer Rebecca Hardie said getting this 
designation means the hospital is the best of the best.

Waco: City starts work on model block project 
Jan. 15, 5am-7am, Live-VOSOTS, Christy Soto (4-minutes)
The city of Waco has started construction on the model block project in the 700 Block of 
Elm Avenue to give the community an idea of what the area will look like by 2020. “The 
public will be able to get out there on the border area on the sidewalk, look at it, give us 
feedback see if that's what they want the vision for the entire corner to look like when 
we are completed,” Capital Improvement Program Manager Jim Reed said. Work on the 
model block should be finished by June 2019.

Restaurant Report Card for Week of January 31
Feb. 1, 6a.m., PKG, Taina Maya (2-minutes)
Rosati's Authentic Chicago Pizza in Waco makes an 84. They lost a point after the 
inspector found 2 rodents dead on a glue trap under the soda fountain cabinet. He also 
found dead and live roaches throughout the restaurant and rodent droppings under the 
prep table, ice machine and by the mixer. Beyond seeing them, the inspector said, “it 
smelled like dead rodents” and it might be due to a repeat violation happening outside. 
Apparently, grease and trash aren't making it in the dumpster which could be a 
harboring area for the unwanted guests. They also had pans with dust and trash in them 
and dirty utensils stored with clean ones. They were re-inspected more than 2 weeks 
later and had corrected the problem. Torres Meat House in Lacy Lakeview makes an 83 
on their inspection. Several foods had to be thrown away in their front deli case like 
ham, head cheese, and smoked hot links because it wasn't working properly. When the 
inspector pulled them out, he discovered the deli meats weren't dated. Before they 
could be re-inspected they would also need to prove there would be food manager in 



charge and present at all times. A week later they made a 98. A quick update on the 
Shilo Inn in Killeen, they've corrected all the violations. They even sent the health 
department a picture proving their cooler was running properly. This week's Clean Plate 
award goes to Sweet Home Alabama Soul Food in Killeen. The inspector said the 
kitchen was very clean. 

Restaurant Report Card for Week of February 8
Feb. 8, 6a.m., PKG, Taina Maya (2-minutes)
We told you about Waco’s Bella Luna Italian Bistro back in November when they made 
a 77. Now under new ownership, they failed with a 66 and were shut down. The owner 
didn't have a proper permit or running hot water. Rat droppings were seen near the 
vegetable sink, on top of a can of olives under the storage shelf and on top of the 
dishwasher. Shrimp and chicken were both warm and ground beef were being stored 
next to ready-to-eat foods. A waitress was making a salad without gloves and the cook 
didn't have a food handler license and there was no food manager on site. No word yet 
when they will reopen. Cotton Patch Cafe on South 31st Street in Temple gets a 91. 
They had to throw away raw chicken, hamburger meat, tilapia and steak that was in the 
cooler because it wasn't keeping things cold enough. The can opener blade was dirty, 
and they need to clean several food contact surfaces. This week's Clean Plate award 
goes to Bird Creek Burger Company in Temple. Kids eat free on Thursdays with 
purchase of an entree and fans are raving about their keto menu.

Morning Buzz: Healthy Heart
Feb. 15, 6a.m., Live-interview, 2-segments, Pete Sousa (5-minutes)
This morning Dr. Barnett stopped by The Buzz to give us tips on how to keep a healthy 
heart. He also told us about a heart and stroke education seminar happening in Waco. 
When: Feb. 15 and Feb. 22, Time: 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. Where: Providence Health Center

Restaurant Report Card for Week of February 8
Feb. 15, 6a.m., PKG, Taina Maya (2-minutes) 
The Golden Corral on South General Bruce Drive in Temple is back on the report card. 
This time they scored an 86. They had to throw away 10 pounds of raw chicken, 3 
pounds of potatoes, 5 pounds of raw beef patties and 10 pounds of yams because the 
food was expired and still in the walk-in cooler. In all, they tossed out 55 pounds of food. 
They also lost points for having broken lights above the buffet line and dirty food 
surfaces Delicias Meat Market in Killeen makes an 87. The inspector found a block of 
moldy cheese, but that wasn't all. Seven papayas and a pineapple were also growing 
mold and were thrown out. In the meat area, the inspector found a container of meat 
that wasn't properly covered from contamination of meat blood sitting above it. The fans 
were dirty and dusty, as well as the floor of the freezer that had meat blood. They were 
going to have a follow up and we'll keep you posted on how it goes. Sandwiches had to 
be thrown away at the Gholson Country Store because condensation was dripping on 
them in the cooler. Old unsold gravy was tossed out, no food manager was on site, the 
floor had several missing or broken tiles and needed to be cleaned and they were 
dumping mop water on the ground instead of putting it in the mop sink. They were re-



inspected five days later and had corrected all the violations except one--repairing the 
floor.

Central Texas woman who nearly died on cruise lives to tell her story 
Feb. 27, 5a.m.-7a.m., Live-PKG & Live-VOSOT, Christy Soto (4-minutes)
Mary Lou Bynon, who nearly died of heart failure a decade ago while on a cruise, 
attributes her recovery to the staff of Baylor Scott & White Ted & Sue Getterman 
Wellness Center in Waco. "I tell everyone the doctors kept me breathing but Getterman 
gave me my life back," Bynon said. Bynon was a on a cruise ship that left from 
Galveston in route to Barcelona when, two days into the trip, her heart failed. She was 
airlifted to a hospital in Miami. She didn't think she was going to make it, but 10 years 
later, she is still putting one foot in front of the other. Years after that trip, her husband, 
stricken with heart disease and Alzheimer’s, passed away. “It means everything to me. I 
have seen so much in the last 10 years. I lived long enough to take care of my husband 
till he died,” Bynon said.

Restaurant Report Card for Week of February 8
Mar.8, 6a.m., PKG, Taina Maya (2-minutes) 
The inspector noticed the tube that went from the soda fountain to the floor drain had 
foul smelling dirty water coming out of it and a thick slimy residue on the corners of the 
drain. They also had thick black grime in several places in the kitchen floor, the kitchen 
walls were dirty, and the handwashing sink near the raw chicken prep table had no 
soap. They had to be re-inspected three days later in-order-to get their permit renewed, 
which they passed with flying colors. El Ray Azteca Restaurant in McGregor got a 92. 
They lost points for not keeping their eggs and meat cold in the prep cooler. The 
restaurant was forced to throw them away. They also had a chemical spray bottle next 
to food and utensils were being stored in a container with food debris. They were 
quickly washed and put away. No follow up is required. The Dairy Queen in Elm Mott 
was recently inspected. They made an 83. They had ice scoops stored in dirty water at 
the drive-thru, no thermometer in the deep freezer, missing ceiling tiles and broken 
lights in the back area. 

Restaurant Report Card for week of March 21
Mar. 22, 6:30 a.m., PKG, Taina Maya (2-minutes)
Jason's Deli in Waco just barely makes an A. The health department discovered the 
fridge behind the soups wasn't keeping food cold enough, so they had to throw away 
corn salsa, ranch and sliced tomatoes. Shrimp and salmon were in the cooler over 
ready to eat foods, which could cause cross contamination. They were re-inspected and 
had corrected all of the violations. The lowest score of the week goes to Taqueria 
Mexicano Midway on South General Bruce Drive in Temple. They made a 77. Twenty-
four pounds of canned tomato sauce had to be thrown out because the cans were 
dented. The Margarita spout had build-up and needed to be cleaned. They found rust 
on the dishwasher racks with clean dishes on them, and employees were using hand 
sanitizer after the restroom and before touching food when they should be washing their 
hands with soap and water. They will have a follow up soon and we'll let you know how 
they did. Cafe Latino on Rancier Avenue in Killeen lost points when the inspector 



opened the cooler and found raw chicken in a bag next to butter.
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COMMUNITY /HUMAN INTEREST

Children with special needs get the chance to be superstars
Jan. 5, 10pm, PKG, Christy Soto (2-minutes)
D1 Waco partnered with No Limitations, an organization which provides opportunities 
for special needs children in Central Texas to host their 2nd annual “Meet the Stars” 
event this Saturday. “Everybody deserves a day to feel like they are on top of the world 
and be a super star so this is what it’s all about,” father Larry Salazar said. At the event 
members of the community were given a poster and they went around the facility asking 
each star for their autograph. No Limitations Football Coach Ray Ronk said this event 
means the world to these kids. “Special needs kids are just now starting to get more 
involved with sports activities but to show them that they are special and unique with an 
event like this, it’s so important to them as individuals because they liked to be 
recognized as well,” Ronk said. Salazar said this event was not only meaningful for the 
athletes but also for the parents.

Disturbing anti-abortion flier hits McLennan Co. mailboxes 
Jan. 7, 5pm & 6pm, VOSOT & Live-PKG, Kesha Lopez (3-minutes) 
A number of residents in Waco, Woodway, and the Hewitt areas reported receiving an 
anti-abortion flier in the mail that is being described as inappropriate and intrusive. The 
flier is too graphic show even online. It shows pictures of dead, dismembered, and even 
a bloody fetus. The flyer attacks Planned Parenthood, mentioning black genocide, child 
predators, and sexual immortality. It also listed the contact information of local 
organizations who provide alternatives to abortions, such as adoption. CareNet and 
Generations Adoption Service were listed. The flier has the return address to the 
"Operation Save America’s" P.O. Box in Dallas, a seemingly religious group. According 
to the organization’s website, it has a 254 area code.News 10 reaching out to group but 
they did not returned our calls as of writing this article. A spokesperson for Planned 
Parenthood Waco said their organization is in the process of filing a complaint. The 
executive director for CareNet-, one of the alternative solutions to abortions listed on the 
flyer said quote "We are aware of it. It is not ours. We did not pay for it. However, we 
support the prolife movement and don't endorse or discredit their (Operation Save 
America) methods,” and added that CareNet does not use this type of gruesome 
imagery in public messages. United States Postal Service said it's unclear how many 
fliers were delivered in the area but it had received complaints from residents and is 
looking into the matter. A source told News 10 that one postal worker had delivered 541 
fliers in one area and that several other letter carriers also had fliers.



Central Texas Heroes: Sherwanna Jefferson (Weekly feature on Mondays)
Jan. 14, 5pm & 9pm, PKG, Justin Earley (3-minutes)
One woman from the Central Texas region is marking more than two decades serving in 
the U.S. Navy. Sherwanna Jefferson is an information systems technician based in 
Coronado, California. But she's also a Senior Enlisted Leader. Master Chief Petty 
Officer Jefferson is responsible for security, network administration, message 
processing and more. But as a Senior Enlisted Leader she takes the concerns and 
views of enlisted personnel to the commander and represents the commander to them. 
Jefferson is a native of Navasota having graduated from Navasota High School. This 
year she will celebrate 22 years serving in the U.S. Navy. If you'd like to share your 
military experiences send a message to justin.earley@kwtx.com.

Never-before-seen color photos of Waco tornado aftermath surface
Jan. 17, 10pm, PKG, Gordon Collier (4-minutes)
Unlike most of the black and white images that we've seen of the destruction left behind 
by the F-5 tornado that devastated downtown, the pictures were color slides, protected 
by the elements in that metal box. They were found by Damon Crump as he was 
cleaning out the home of his father who died more than 20-years ago. Crump sent the 
slides to a company in Dallas for restoration and the results were incredible; crystal 
clear, color images of downtown Waco just after disaster struck. Crump says the 
photographs provide a new look at an old tragedy and serve as a reminder of the 
importance of people working together to triumph over tragedy. The powerful tornado 
struck the heart of downtown at 4:37 p.m. on May 11, 1953, killing 114 and leaving 
another 600 injured.

Central Texas veteran says he needs new prescription for service dog
Jan. 22, 6pm, PKG, Kesha Lopez (2-minutes) 
Chris Evans, a 12-year Army combat veteran, said he needs a new prescription for a 
service dog to help him cope with his post-traumatic stress disorder, or PTSD, but he’s 
having to put up a fight to get it. "I was even told by the mental health provider that 
'we've never given out service animal prescriptions' and that's wrong because I actually 
have one in my possession,” he said Tuesday. On what appears to be a prescription 
piece of paper are the words "veteran needs service dog." Evans said he still has 
nightmares every night and goes through other emotional issues associated with PTSD, 
but Hank, the Malamute he trained helps. "You deal with depression, anxiety, impulsivity 
issues on a daily bases, it's eventually going to get to you. When I have my episodes, 
he comes up and provides emotional support, so he feels when I get upset, angry, 
irritated, or otherwise, he comes at me and calms me down." Evans is retiring the nearly 
12-year-old animal. He's currently training another service animal, Apollo, the Great 
Dane.

Local rescuers launch 'Cribs for Canines' to help dogs fight freezing temps
Jan. 24, 9pm & 10pm, VOSOT & Live-PKG, Rissa Shaw (3-minutes)
Several rescuers have formed a new group called "Cribs for Canines," which will build 



dog houses out of donated shipping containers to provide shelter for dogs who don't 
have any. "I felt that maybe we could go into these communities and gently assist them 
with something such as simple as a dog house, but also at the same time gently 
educate them on becoming a better pet owner," said Cribs for Canines Project Manager 
Sylvia Hall. "Maybe we can stop that cycle of leaving a dog out on a chain or leaving a 
dog out on a tie-out, with no shelter." Hall, who is also part of the team for Central Texas 
Lost & Found Pets, says the effort is the result of a post she made on Facebook earlier 
this month asking for used dog houses. From there, with the help and input of fellow 
area animal rescuers, she says it snowballed.

Dash cam captures local deputy comforting babies during father's arrest
Jan. 25, 10p.m., Live-PKG, Rissa Shaw (2-minutes)
It's a side of law enforcement most don't get to see. Cameras captured a McLennan 
County deputy as he was comforting children caught in the middle of a drug arrest this 
week. "It's part of our goal to protect our citizens, especially the innocent like this, and 
the deputy did a phenomenal job on keeping their attention on him instead of what was 
going on," said Sheriff Parnell McNamara. The patrol deputy, Martin Arellano, is seen 
on dash cam video enthusiastically entertaining two babies in the backseat of their 
father's sedan following a traffic stop on I-35 in Bellmead Tuesday afternoon.

$50 bill woman misplaced here arrives in the mail—from Kentucky
Jan. 25, 5pm, PKG, Julie Hays (3-minutes)
A $50 bill that a woman misplaced during a local Christmas celebration arrived in an 
envelope mailed from a shoe company’s distribution center in Kentucky. Katherine 
Goodnight, 25, a 2011 Midway High School graduate, received the $50 bill from her 82-
year-old grandmother, Karen Goodnight, while celebrating Christmas at Katherine’s 
parents’ home near Waco. “Her grandmother told her to ‘put that money somewhere 
safe,” her mother, Nancy Goodnight, said Thursday. Katherine reached for the nearest 
box, which happened to be a shoebox containing a new pair of shoes Katherine’s 
parents had purchased online from Wolverine Worldwide. Katherine put the money in 
the shoebox as the family continued to open presents but forgot to retrieve it later. Her 
mother later returned the shoes to the company with the $50 bill still in the box. And that 
would have been the end of the story were it not for an honest employee at the 
distribution center in Kentucky. On Wednesday an envelope arrived in the mail 
containing a handwritten card and the missing $50 bill.

Thousands respond to viral appeal to attend service for Air Force veteran 
Jan. 28, 5pm & 6pm,, VOSOT & PKG, Alex Cano (3-minutes)
Thousands of people streamed into the Central Texas State Veterans Cemetery 
Monday in Killeen to pay their final respects to Air Force veteran Joseph Walker, 
although it’s unlikely any of them knew him.  “We are overwhelmed at all this love and 
support, officials said in a post on the cemetery’s Facebook page Monday. The Texas 
Veterans Land Board announced the service last week after officials were unable to 
locate any family members. But a post about the service on the cemetery’s Facebook 
page went viral over the weekend. "We have the distinct honor to provide a full military 
burial for unaccompanied United States Air Force veteran Joseph Walker," the post 



said. "We do not leave veterans behind us.” The response on social media was quick; 
thousands of people around the nation shared the story.

Goose shot with crossbow bolt along banks of local river rescued 
Jan. 29, 6pm, PKG, John Carroll (2-minutes)
For the past 10 days, people in downtown Waco have been trying to catch a Chinese 
goose seen under the suspension bridge with an arrow or crossbow bolt through its 
chest. “Grace, the Goose” as she has been named, was captured by a zoo worker 
several days ago and taken to Wildlife Rehab in Lorena. Rachel Sine who runs the 
wildlife rehab says, "Just to do something for the sake of it's suffering and for the sake 
of your entertainment I just think it's completely wrong." Reports of more than just one 
goose shot with the yellow "bolt arrows" has prompted a search for the wounded birds. 
"They said they saw these birds out with arrows that are in their neck so we sent 
somebody out right away to see if they could catch the geese and all through the week 
they'd been going back trying to catch and just weren't successful at first,” Sine said. 
Sine wanted Grace to get immediate medical attention and then reunite with her mate 
on the river again, so after several attempts with vet surgeons, the Waco Animal Shelter 
stepped in.

Harker Heights: Youngest firefighter crew makes department history 
Feb. 29, 9pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOT & Live-PKG, Drake Lawson (3-minutes)
History was made on January 17th when the 5 member "B Crew" made up the youngest 
firefighter crew in the Harker Heights Fire Department's history. After two members filled 
in for regulars on the crew, Casey Baugh looked around and started doing the math. 
“Started looking around and a bunch of young faces. Started putting it all together....the 
oldest crew dog was 28 years old. Wow this is really a sign of the times here.” For 
Battalion Chief David Ayer it's something he's never seen before.

Killeen: Black history celebrated with art and history showcase
Jan. 2, 10p.m., PKG, Brandon Hamilton (2-minutes)
In celebration of Black History Month, close to 400 people attended the African 
American Art and History Showcase Saturday in Killeen. From workshops to the history 
lessons, the showcase was more than just about the entertainment. “The idea pretty 
much came from black history and also the disparities in the black community,” said 
Rodney Duckett, founder of I.M.P.A.C. Outreach. “One of the big disparities we have is 
health and jobs and also knowledge of self. So, we decided to put it under one roof.”

Lorena: Wildlife Rehab Center asks public to help in new project
Feb. 9, 10 p.m., PKG, Drake Lawson (2-minutes)
It might be 30 degrees outside but for Lorena Wildlife Rehab Center Director Rachel 
Sine, that doesn't matter. “(We) do whatever needs to be done to heal them raise them 
and get them back out to their natural environments...We just feel really lucky that we 
get to do this job." Just last year she worked with over 600 animals, something Sine 
says she couldn't have done if it weren't for the public's help. "This isn't a one-man show 



by any means...really anyone can help with our mission supporting us volunteering 
spreading the word you know those are all great things and we have a great community 
support already and we just have to continue that." A way to continue that support Sine 
hopes is a new flight pen for the birds she sees. One big enough to help the birds in 
flight rehab. "That is really essential when you take in raptors which are eagles, hawks, 
owls, and anything like that.
When they are recovering from their injuries they can get exercise and work those 
muscles" For more ways on how to help Lorena Wildlife Rehab Center, visit their 
Facebook page.

Mooreville United Methodist Church holds first service after fire
Feb. 10, 10 p.m., PKG, Royden Ogletree (2-minutes)
On a cold and rainy Sunday morning more than 100 people gathered in the fellowship 
hall of the Mooreville United Methodist Church to worship. This is a different setting for 
the Sunday service than the congregation is used to, because their 108-year-old historic 
church building burned down late Thursday night into Friday morning. The Rev. Dennis 
Rejcek has only been with the church for a year and a half, and he says this was his 
most difficult sermon to deliver by far. He wanted his message to be uplifting during a 
dark time for the church. “What the congregation needed to hear and what we needed 
to talk about changed,” said Rejcek. “And that was a message of hope. And that we are 
going to move on and that we are going to build, and we are not going to let this stop 
us. We are not going to let it stop our ministry.” A cause for the fire has yet to be 
determined and Rejcek says it will be awhile before rebuilding can take place. The 
pastor made it known during his message that he is grateful for the outpouring of 
support from local communities and that he is determined the church will be rebuilt.

‘I can't find my family's graves,’ visitor to local cemetery says 
Feb. 11, 6p.m., PKG, John Carroll (2-minutes)
Recent rains are causing some graves in the Doris Miller Memorial Park cemetery to 
collapse and some grave markers are missing. On Monday, Britany Curry stopped to 
drop off Valentine's flowers at the grave of her aunt at the cemetery at 2243 State 
Highway 31 outside of Bellmead, but she couldn’t’ find the marker. "It makes you 
wonder what's going on around here and do they not care or are they just taking 
people's money?" Curry said. "I came out here to visit my aunt and to see everything 
that's out here. It's all messed up and it's not in order and I just got to walking around 
and it bothered me, and I saw people’s tombstones hidden behind a tree. I can't even 
find my grandparents markers," Curry said. At the rear of the cemetery, the mausoleum 
is virtually empty missing tops to the concrete structures. Doris Miller Memorial Park 
owner Janice Matthews was out of town Monday but said in a phone interview that "the 
tops are expensive and she can only buy a few at a time." An unused vault sits in the 
middle of the back field, a trailer load of flower holders in the rear next to wooden boxes, 
and discarded grave stones are found in the nearby bushes.

Waco: Wedding venue honors commitments after tenant issue
Feb. 11, 9p.m. & 10p.m., Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Drake Lawson (3-minutes)



A landlord-tenant dispute at the Deerfield Estates in Waco has put brides' and grooms’ 
special day plans into question. Deerfield Estates who is owned by Brazos Barns LLC 
opened back in May of 2017, at that time the group leased out the property to tenant 
who would handle the wedding events held on property. Now nearly two years later 
Brazos Barns has terminated that lease due to the tenant owing Brazos Barns LLC 
nearly $60,000. Andrew Taylor one of five members with Brazos Barns the agreement 
was successful in the beginning but late last summer things began to change when she 
was late with rent. “As one month turned into two or three, they became very clear that 
she had no plans of paying us back and was on a ride that she felt was free.” In 
documents obtained by KWTX the planner admitted being late on rent and owing 
Brazos Barns the money, and by January her lease was terminated. Taylor says they 
plan to file a civil law suit in the coming days against the tenant.

Waco: Is two-way the right way or the wrong way? 
Feb. 12, 6p.m., PKG, John Carroll (2-minutes)
Work is set to start this summer on converting Washington Avenue from one-way to 
two-way traffic in downtown Waco, if the city council gives final approval on March 6, 
but not everyone favors the change. Washington has been a one-way street between 
North 5th and North 18th streets for years. Local residents are accustomed to the traffic 
flow downtown, but visitors drawn to the city by the Magnolia Market and other 
attractions often aren’t. Barnett's Pub Director of Operations John Hodges says from his 
second story office window he has witnessed a number of near-crashes on Franklin 
Avenue. "Maybe like three to four times a week if not daily, we see cars driving the 
opposite way, near missed wrecks." Hodges says it's time to change the one way 
streets downtown back to two ways. "With all the visitors and how the city is growing, it 
just has become a bigger issue." With the council's approval, city is set to revamp 
Washington this summer said Eric Gallt, Waco’s manager of traffic engineering.

Waco: Residents weigh-in on 'hip' vision for riverfront development 
Feb. 13, 10:00 p.m., Live-PKG, Rissa Shaw (2-minutes)
Words like 'hip,' 'cool,' and 'polynuclear' were tossed around during a meeting about the 
future of Waco's riverfront Wednesday. "We don't want Waco to be Dallas, we want 
Waco to be Waco, just strengthened and made better," said Paris Rutherford, President 
of Catalyst Urban Development. Rutherford presented the initial ideas and renderings 
for the Brazos Promenade Project Wednesday night during the first of two public input 
meetings City Center Waco is hosting for citizens to part of the process. "The designs 
on paper right now are just ideas, we'll get into construction drawings next month," 
Rutherford told a crowd of about 50. Spanning from Franklin Ave. to I-35, the project 
would update an area of the city Rutherford says looks like it's stuck in the 1960s.

Popularity of CBD oil growing in Central Texas, but is it legal? 
Feb. 19, 10:00 p.m. PKG, Kesha Lopez (2-minutes)
After operating for three months the CenTex CBD store is going strong. CBD or 
Cannabidiol oil is a non-intoxicating substance which is extracted from the cannabis 
plant. It may contain a little Tetrahydrocannabinol, THC, the chemical that gets users 
high for instance when they consume marijuana. CBD is growing in popularity in many 



states where there are laws banning products derived from the cannabis plant, such as 
the illegal drug marijuana. According to Sgt. Patrick Swanton with the Waco Police 
Department, there have been people inquiring about whether or not CBD oil is legal in 
the State of Texas. “According to federal guidelines, if it is under 0.3 percent of THC 
then it is not a marijuana product. It is a hemp product. Federal guidelines say that is 
legal, obviously since (President Donald) Trump signed the new Farm Bill," he said 
Tuesday. The new Farm Bill allows cannabis to be grown, agriculturally.

The real-life ‘Green Book’ included some local stops
Feb. 25, 6:00 p.m., PKG, Kesha Lopez (2-minutes)
“Green Book,” the film that won the 2019 Oscar for Best Picture, is based on a real-life 
publication aimed at black travelers in the Jim Crow South that included local stops. 
“The Negro Travelers' Green Book” listed places where blacks could eat, stay for the 
night, get gas, and even get a hairdo. The Jockey Club in East Waco is the only Central 
Texas business listed in the Green Book that still exists. It was established in 1910. Iva 
Smith, Jockey Club owner, described the atmosphere the barbershop had and still has 
today. "They would come and sit around, and they would tell their stories and remember 
it just was a place to come and it was a clean place. It was a family place."

Frosty fight: Town Santa sues area city charging him with snowman's theft
Mar. 6, 9pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Rissa Shaw (4-minutes)
An inflatable snowman is causing some 'icy' divisions in one small area city. The City of 
Teague has filed a theft charge against Charles M. Gregory, the former head of the 
Christmas in the Park committee who used to be Santa in the city's annual Christmas 
parade. Gregory is accused of stealing a 22-foot inflatable Frosty the Snowman 
decoration from the city, however, Gregory claims Frosty belongs to him, not the city. 
Teague PD opened a theft investigation against Gregory and his wife Sharon (Sherri) 
on Nov. 29, 2018 for an offense that occurred the day prior at Daps Stop N Shop on 
U.S. Highway 84, according to the offense report. According to the criminal complaint 
filed Feb. 1, 2019 by an investigator with the Freestone County District Attorney's Office, 
Gregory stole the inflatable snowman, with a value of $100 or more but less than $750, 
from the City of Teague "on or about the 28th Day of November, A.D. 2018." Gregory 
vehemently denies the allegations against him and, in turn, he and his wife have filed a 
lawsuit against the City of Teague asking for Frosty back, and an apology.

BU student found dead in apartment was suicide awareness advocate 
Mar. 26, 6:00 p.m., Live-PKG, Kesha Lopez (2-minutes)
A Baylor student who was found dead Sunday in an off-campus apartment became an 
advocate for suicide awareness after his teenage sister took her own life. James Cotter 
of Austin was a senior electrical and computer engineering major, the university said in 
an email to faculty, staff and students. Waco suicide awareness advocate Jennifer 
Warnick met Cotter when he was organizing the university’s first Out of Darkness 
suicide prevention and awareness walk. "He was very motivated and passionate wanted 
to help others everything you would expect an advocate for life to be,” she said. “He 
wanted to save people like his sister like my mom and so yeah it was a shock when I 
heard and found out that he had passed." Cotter’s sister, Carrie, 17, took her life less 



than two years ago and since then he and his family had worked to raise awareness 
about suicide, creating the Carrie Cotter Foundation and Memorial Fund.

GOVERNMENT/POLITICS

Bell County: Officials make history at swearing in ceremony
Jan. 2, 6pm, PKG, Alex Cano (2-minutes)It the first Bell County commissioner’s court of 
the year, 16 officials were sworn into office at the Bell County Justice Center 
Wednesday morning. “I'm blessed to start work” Bell County Judge, David Blackburn 
said. Blackburn takes over the seat after Jon Burrows announced he would not be 
running for a sixth term. Burrows served as county judge for 23 years. “One of the first 
things i want to do is plan and prepare and work towards a smooth transition” Blackburn 
said. Two new members join the court Bobby Whitson for commissioner precinct 2 and 
John Driver for commissioner precinct 4. “This transition hasn't occurred in over 40 
years on the court and that's a significant change we need to acknowledge and 
embrace as we go forward” Blackburn said. Another office making history is the Bell 
County constables. “First woman appointed, first woman elected as a constable. There 
are wonderful deputy constables but I am the first constable” Bell County Constable pct. 
1 Patricia Duffield said. Duffield has more than 40 years of experience in law 
enforcement and says she's ready for the new challenge.

McLennan County swears in new District Attorney 
Jan. 3, 5p.m. & 6p.m., VOSOT & Live-PKG, John Carroll (3-minutes)
A new era began at the McLennan County District Attorney’s Office Thursday as new 
leader was sworn into the office. Barry Johnson took the oath at the Baylor University 
Law School. Johnson beat incumbent Abel Reyna, who served as district attorney for 
eight years, in the March Primary and had no opponent in the fall general election. He 
spoke before a packed room of supporters, elected officials and law enforcement. 54th 
District Judge Matt Johnson administered the oath of office to Johnson and the 
assistant district attorneys. It was a rare moment in history as both men’s fathers also 
served as judges in McLennan County. “I look forward to working with all of you in the 
local criminal justice system,” Johnson said.

Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) on government shutdown, border security
Jan. 4, 5pm, Alana Austin – D.C. Bureau, PKG (2-minutes)
Texas Republican Senator John Cornyn talks about the ongoing partial federal 
government shutdown, the security concerns at the border and what's next on Capitol 
Hill. "It seems to me if there was the political will to actually resolve this, it could be done 
in a very short order," said Cornyn of the shutdown. "And what the House passed last 
night can't pass the Senate because it's just a temporary stopgap measure that will end 
February 8 with no real solution in sight." Cornyn cites the opioid crisis as a border 
issue, too. "This is not just about illegal immigration, the asylum seeker," Cornyn said. 
"The border is where we see 90 percent of the heroin that comes from Mexico into the 
U.S. that's contributed to the death of 70,000 Americans last year."



Local reps sworn-in as 2019 Texas Legislative Session commences 
Jan. 8, 5pm, 6pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOTS (4-minutes)
The 86th Regular Session of the Texas Legislature is now officially underway. Tuesday 
was mainly a day of formalities at the State Capitol in Austin as 150 members of the 
Texas House of Representatives and 31 Texas State Senators were sworn-in at noon. 
For the next 140 days, local politicians including Dist. 56 Rep. Charles "Doc" Anderson, 
R-Waco, will be making decisions for about 28-million Texans. Tuesday was Anderson's 
eighth time taking the oath of office.

Waco: Councilwoman 'excited' about future of her district 
Jan. 10, 9pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOTS, Rissa Shaw (3-minutes)
East Waco learned what's being done to improve the quality of life across the 
Suspension Bridge Thursday night. "The district is definitely getting better, definitely 
getting more services," said Andrea Barefield, Waco City Council District 1. District one, 
a diverse district that's been historically underserved, is a hidden gem, she says. "With 
the streetscape project on Elm alone - that is an amazing opportunity for us to kind of 
'polish' our diamond," said Barefield. "We've got so many gems and jewels, and when 
we do streetscape projects, when we do lighting projects, when we add elements and 
economic development that highlight these things, it just makes us stronger." On 
Thursday night, Barefield hosted "On The One: A District One Conversation" at the City 
of Waco Multi-purpose Facility on Elm St. The forum opened discussions about what's 
happening in the district, and to it, as Waco's economy booms.

Pres. Trump threatens emergency declaration, visits Texas border (KWTX Live 
Coverage with Tara Mergener)
Jan. 10, 12pm, 5pm,, 9pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOTS, Live-PKG (10-minutes)
President Donald Trump threatened on Thursday to declare a national emergency to 
circumvent Congress if he can't reach a deal with Democrats to fund his promised 
border wall. He arrived at the U.S.-Mexico border to draw further attention to his case 
after negotiations with lawmakers blew up. The partial government shutdown dragged 
into a 20th day with hundreds of thousands of federal workers off the job or working 
without pay as the wall fight persisted. Asked about a national emergency declaration, 
Trump said as he left the White House for Texas, "I'm not prepared to do that yet, but if I 
have to I will." He contends such a declaration would allow him to direct the military to 
begin wall construction. In McAllen, Texas, Trump will visit a border patrol station for a 
roundtable discussion on immigration and border security and will get a briefing. But he 
has expressed his own doubts that his appearance and remarks will change any minds 
as he seeks money for the wall that's been his signature promise since his presidential 
campaign.

Local aviation workers affected by government shutdown 
Jan. 15, 5pm & 6pm, Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Kesha Lopez (3-minutes)
The partial federal government shutdown is taking its toll on Central Texas families. At 
the Waco Airport Monday, KWTX spoke with two aviation workers who said they are 



considered essential personnel and have not been furloughed. They are working 
without pay, for now, and they said they are unsure of when they will get their next 
paycheck with an actual dollar amount. Tim Lindsey, spokesperson for the Professional 
Aviation Safety Specialists Union said, "Today would be the day I would normally get 
paid. I even still woke up this morning and took out my phone and looked at the bank 
account just to see if by chance something happened, out of habit." Lindsey saw his pay 
stub with zeros in the spot that his earned income should have been. He and his wife 
are budgeting, relying on her salary, and hoping they can make it a little longer. Like 
many, there are bills to pay. Federal workers in this position he said, can’t apply for 
unemployment assistance like those who are furloughed.

Hewitt: City attorney report on complaints gets 'personal' about personnel  
Jan. 15, 9pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOTS, Rissa Shaw (3-minutes)
Nearly eight months after the controversy began, the new City Attorney for Hewitt 
presented his take on the investigation into a "cluster" of employee complaints against 
several councilmen, and what inspired them, at a specially called council meeting 
Monday night. Since July, at least three city leaders have left or been forced-out of their 
positions amidst complaints against multiple councilmen by female city employees, 
including Allgood, alleging harassment, discrimination and more. The details of the 
complaints have been confidential until now, however, following a December decision 
by the council authorizing Dixon to compose a report on information regarding 
"employee complaints made against one or more city council persons in 2018." When 
discussing his report, Dixon said some of the council's actions were unprofessional, and 
he made recommendations to change and/or create new policies.

Killeen: City Council approves meeting prayer policy 
Jan. 17, 6pm, Alex Cano, PKG (1:30)
The Killeen City Council has approved a policy governing the prayers and invocations 
with which it starts its meetings. The policy was drafted after a resident raised some 
concerns. “One of the citizens felt she wasn’t being represented in her needs,” Killeen 
Mayor Jose Segarra said Thursday. “She brought it to the city attorney and then to us.” 
Soon members of other religious groups will help start off the meetings.

Former local TV news anchor to file to run for vacant city council seat
Jan. 21, 10pm, VO, Paul Gately (:45)
KWTX learned Tuesday that Anthony “Tony” Hennes, a well-known former KCEN-TV 
news anchor, plans to announce his candidacy Thursday for the Dist. 4 seat on the 
Temple City Council. Former Dist. 4 Temple City Councilman Michael Pilkington's 
resigned abruptly on Jan. 14, days after he pleaded guilty to a misdemeanor deadly 
conduct charge in Corpus Christi, court records show. Under Temple's City Charter, the 
council may fill a vacancy if there is a year or less left on the unexpired term. Pilkington 
was elected to represent Dist. 4 in May of 2016 and would have been up for re-election 
in May. Hennes, 72, also spent 10 years working for the City of Temple as public 
information officer, serving as the spokesman for both the mayor and council.



Local pastor has Trump’s ear on border security
Jan. 22, 6pm, PKG, John Carroll (2-minutes) 
Waco pastor Ramiro Pena's advisory role to President Trump continues to grow. Pena, 
who says he’s often summoned to the White House for off the record advice, appeared 
on “Fox and Friends” Tuesday morning to talk about his position in advising Mr. Trump. 
"When he calls upon me to give feedback I give him pastoral feedback that I would give 
to any political leader regardless of their background or party affiliation,” he said. Pena 
shared a table with the president on Jan. 10 when Mr. Trump visited McAllen and the 
Texas-Mexico border.

Prosper Waco announces changes to top leadership position 
Jan. 29, 6pm, PKG, Kesha Lopez (2-minutes)
Prosper Waco announced Tuesday that its executive director would soon be leaving the 
organization. Matthew Polk has been with the group since it launched in 2015 and will 
leave his position in February. He's helped the organization to establish at least 30 
programs to improve the education, health and vitality of the community. Their biggest 
step was taking over five struggling schools Waco Independent School District schools 
before Texas Education Agency closed them after years of chronic underperformance. 
"I think there is always that sense of bitter sweetness when you leave an organization 
that you've committed so much of your time and energy to, but I will walk away feeling 
very proud of what we've done and when I say we I mean the community," Polk said. 
According to Pat Atkins, who is a board member on both Prosper Waco and the district, 
under Polk's leadership, they've bought in more than $7 million in grants. Atkins said, 
the board will soon launch a nationwide search for Polk's replacement with the hopes of 
finding the right candidate by this summer.

Killeen: City launches map to help people understand street maintenance fees 
Jan. 29, 9pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOT & Live-PKG, Drake Lawson (3-minutes)
The city of Killeen is making it easier for people and business owners to find out how 
much they will have to pay in street fees. In December 2018, the city voted for everyone 
living within city limits to pay a fee to help repair the streets. “Because it’s really going to 
improve the street maintenance we are able to offer our residents” city of Killeen 
communication director Hilary Shine said. But starting July, home and business owners 
will have to pay the fee. Each home, business and property’s fee will vary. “If you live at 
my home address when I was a kid I can type that in today and find out it’s a single-
family home and it will be accessed a fee of $1.70” Shine said.

Commissioners agree on process to replace ousted local JP 
Feb. 19, 6p.m., PKG, Alex Cano (2-minutes)
Bell County Commissioners agreed Tuesday on a process to replace Pct. 4 Justice of 
the Peace Claudia Brown who was ousted after a jury found her unfit to hold office on 
Feb. 13. Pct. 2 Bell County Justice of the Peace Cliff Coleman and Pct. 4 Pl. 2 Justice 
of the Peace Bill Cooke have been helping cover Brown's cases since her removal, 
County Judge David Blackburn said during the commissioners meeting Tuesday 
morning. Brown, a Democrat, won the position in 2016, upsetting longtime Republican 
JP Garland Potvin. Commissioners approved a proposal by Pct. 4 Commissioner Jon 



Driver to allow the Bell County Democratic Party to recommend replacements. The 
party has until noon Feb. 25 to come up with at least three possible candidates for the 
job, which commissioners will then review. A Killeen attorney filed the petition to have 
Brown removed from the bench after Brown set a $4 billion bond for a murder suspect. 
The Bell County Attorney’s Office says it was the first trial of a removal petition in the 
county in 33 years.

Marlin: Council expected to break tie on city manager's fate at next meeting 
Feb. 19, 10:00p.m. Live-PKG, Rissa Shaw (2-minutes)
The city manager of Marlin still has a job after a special meeting was called Tuesday 
night to discuss his employment. However, another hurdle is likely on the way for Alan 
Grindstaff, Marlin's latest in a series of city managers. A vote of 'no confidence' against 
Grindstaff ended in a tie, 3-3. "I feel good that I'm still working, but I know it's 
contentious ground," said Grindstaff. Marlin's Mayor John Keefer said, at their last 
council meeting, several council members requested a special meeting to discuss 
Grindstaff's employment.

Local street fee higher for mosques than churches
Feb.22, 5pm PKG, Chelsea Edwards (2-minutes)
Mosques will pay at a significantly higher rate than churches under the terms of an 
ordinance that establishes a utility fee to pay for street repairs in Killeen. The additional 
fee to fund repairs on old, damaged streets will be added to utility bills starting in July 
and proceeds will be used to pay the cost of contractors, personnel and material. The 
fee for the owner of a single-family home is $1.70 a month, but fees for other types of 
properties will be adjusted based on the amount of street use a property generates. But 
when it comes to places of worship, there’s a significant disparity. The current ordinance 
says churches will be charged 24 cents for every 1,000-square-feet of building area, 
while a mosque will be charged $2.09 for the same square footage. A founder of the 
Islamic Community of Greater Killeen says the rate system is biased and has brought 
shock to his small community. "That kind of disparity strikes as discriminatory,” says 
Osman Danquah.

Veterans call on state lawmakers to create medical marijuana program
Feb. 25, 9:00 p.m. & 10:00 p.m. Live-VOSOT, Brandon Hamilton, PKG (3-minutes)
A call to create a medical marijuana program brought dozens of veterans, patients and 
caregivers together Monday at the state Capitol. Texas Veterans for Medical Marijuana 
hosted a Texas Veteran Lobby Day Monday in conjunction with an educational display 
regarding Texas Veterans access to medical marijuana. “These veterans prefer to use a 
natural plant than opioids for chronic pain and psychotropic drugs for post-traumatic 
stress disorder,” Texas Veterans for Medical Marijuana founder David Bass said. Bass, 
a Killeen resident and veteran, has been asking lawmakers to allow veterans to choose 
an alternative to prescription pills. The Texas Compassionate Use Program is a 
program that allows the use of low THC cannabis oil by patients with intractable 
epilepsy, but Bass and other veterans are asking legislators to allow the program to 
expand and help veterans, patients and caregivers.



Bill filed in Austin aims at ending ER sticker shock 
Feb. 27, 6:00 p.m. Live-PKG, Kesha Lopez (2-minutes)
Freestanding emergency rooms have become popular over the last decade in Central 
Texas because of shorter wait times and warmer patient care, but a visit can come with 
an unexpected price tag because many of the facilities are outside of health insurance 
networks. House Bill 2041, pending in the Legislature in Austin, would require these 
facilities to post written documentation making it clear that a treatment may not be 
covered in-network. The bill would require signs to be posted throughout the facilities 
and even in treatment rooms and an understanding of the actual cost of treatment 
would be reached before a doctor ever sees the patient.

Waco: HUD secretary presents $1.5 million check to city 
Mar. 6, 5p.m. & 6p.m., Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, John Carroll (3-minutes)
Housing and Urban Development Secretary Ben Carson presented a $1.5 million check 
to fund lead paint remediation efforts to Waco Housing Department officials Wednesday 
afternoon at the Dewey Park Community Center. The HUD grant is for lead remediation. 
"Lead poisoning and its impact on our children is uniquely personal for me because 
prior to becoming the HUD Secretary, my life's work as a pediatric neurosurgeon was to 
heal, treat and protect the human brain,” Carson said. "Unfortunately, the kind of 
damage that occurs with lead exposure tends to be long-term permanent damage and 
that's why prevention efforts are so incredibly important." Carson also participated in a 
roundtable discussion of the harmful impacts of lead and the importance of education 
and remediation. The city applied last year for the $1.5 million Lead-Based Paint Hazard 
Reduction Program grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. The city will match $150,000. The grant would help those who can't afford 
testing or abatement.

Local chambers join forces to oppose proposed revenue cap 
Mar. 11, 6p.m., PKG, Chelsea Edwards (2-minutes)
For the first time, a group of local chambers of commerce is uniting against plans to 
keep property taxes lower. Currently, property taxes can only increase up to eight 
percent each year; anything higher can get “rolled back” by voters. However, proposed 
Texas Senate Bill 2 would cap that increase at 2.5 percent. Although most residents can 
get behind lower property taxes, the largest chambers of commerce in Bell County say 
the cap will only hurt local communities. John Crutchfield, President of the Killeen 
chamber, is one of the representatives not on board. "It's just a number that someone 
pulled out of the clear blue sky," Crutchfield believes the rate for the cap was not based 
on research and would not work for many Texas cities. Although chambers serve 
businesses, and most businesses don't want higher taxes, the legislation is pushing 
leaders like Crutchfield to try something new. "It's really not a matter of taxes- it's a 
matter of control," he adds. Greater Killeen, Temple, Harker Heights and the Belton 
Chambers of Commerce are all joining in statements against the proposal, saying local 
communities are as unique as the chambers, and local elected officials should decide 
what tax rates will meet the needs of their voters.

Central Texas cosmetologists, barbers fight proposed deregulation bill 



Mar. 13, 6p.m., PKG, John Carroll (2-minutes)
Some Central Texas cosmetologists, hair stylists and barbers are battling a bill 
introduced by Texas state Rep. Matt Shaheen, R-Plano, that would eliminate state 
licensing requirements for those in their professions. The bill would abolish Title 9 of the 
Texas Occupations Code, which regulates barbers, cosmetologists and those in related 
occupations. "It would be disastrous on so many levels because people not knowing 
how to cut hair and chemical burns that would come along with that it would be 
disastrous, a lot of lawsuits I see," said Lorraine Gritten, the owner and operator of the 
Champions Barber Academy in Waco. For years, schools such as Gritten's have 
provided the required 1,500 hours of training for stylists, barbers and cosmetologists. 
Fernando Dominguez is studying to be a barber and he's angry over the proposed bill. 
"I'm certainly against it because I mean, why would I waste all this money and they take 
the license away it wouldn't be right." Gritten says if the bill passes, then anyone could 
open a salon and health issues could follow.

Claudia Brown breaks silence after removal from office and appealing decision
Mar. 22, 9p.m. & 10p.m. Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Brandon Hamilton (3-minutes)
Claudia Brown, who served as Justice of the Peace in Bell County until her removal 
from the bench in February, is sharing her side of the story. It’s a story, she says, 
started with a smear campaign to get her out of office. She called the entire process 
“unjust.” “That was a hostile work environment. I would have stayed had they not 
continued badgering me and wanting me not to be there,” Brown said. Brown, who 
represented Pct. 4, Pl. 1, also spoke about that $4 billion bond she set for a murder 
suspect in 2017. “So, you didn’t mean for that $4 billion bond to come forward?” News 
10’s Brandon Hamilton asked. “Of course, not. I said ‘that’s going in the trash,’” Brown 
replied. Instead, the bond amount made national headlines. She contends her goal has 
been to highlight the need to lower bond amounts. ”They have to mortgage their 
momma’s house to get their loved one out of jail. It’s a terrible, vicious cycle, it really is,” 
she said.

We just want to know America has our back,’ Texas border agent says
Mar. 21, 11p.m. PKG, Tara Mergener (6-minutes)
According to the Department of Homeland Security, only 1.4 percent of all Central 
American family units will be sent back to their home countries." The Rio Grande Valley 
sector is the busiest in the U.S. for illegal entries. Ortiz estimates there are currently 
about 850 arrests a day here and counting. Agents here say the numbers are not 
sustainable or safe. Ortiz estimates about a hundred migrants a day who cross illegally 
here, go undetected or escape. To slow the constant flow of illegal traffic, U.S. Border 
Patrol wants more people, more technology and more wall to nab or deter those 
avoiding legal points of entry. "Ninety-four percent of my traffic happens on the west 
side where I have very little infrastructure and almost no permanent technology 
whatsoever,” says Ortiz."

Fort Hood: Projects worth $42.6M could be delayed to fund border wall 
Mar. 27, 9p.m. & 10p.m., Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Brandon Hamilton (3-minutes)
With the House failing to overturn President Trump’s emergency declaration, money 



meant to fund two projects at Fort Hood could be delayed to help build a border wall. In 
a 20-page long list of military construction projects, the Department of Defense listed 
projects that could be potentially cut or delayed. At Fort Hood, two projects worth $42.6 
million could be delayed. “One project is for a vehicle maintenance facility, which 
essentially is a motor pool in more common terms. The other one is for a supply, 
support activity, normally what we think as a warehouse,” Keith Sledd said. Sledd, who 
is an Army veteran, is the executive director for the Heart of Texas Defense Alliance. 
They looks at issues affecting Fort Hood. Completing the projects, Sledd says, is critical 
to the base. “Fort Hood has 64-plus motor pools. Twenty-nine of those motor pools, or 
43 percent of them, were built in the 1950s and 60s, so they are old,” Sledd said. Rep. 
John Carter (R-31) says he is not concerned the money will be shifted. “Immediately 
checked for the criteria and found out where we were from the folks at fort hood. We are 
at a place that looks like we are safe,” Carter said. “I will make sure it’s not going to 
affect anything we’ve worked so hard to get done on fort hood. If it turns out to be a 
challenge, then I’m going to go to war.”Sledd added that it’s important to note that 
projects already awarded funds will not be touched, including other projects.

EDUCATION

Belton: School board approves new attendance boundaries 
Jan. 15, 6pm, 9pm &10pm, Live-Vo, Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Brandon Hamilton (4-
minutes)
Belton Independent School District approved a new attendance boundary with a six to 
one vote Monday night. After five committee meetings and numerous public forums to 
get feedback from the community, school officials were able to agree on one plan as 
proposed by the administration. Belton ISD will see the opening of a new elementary 
school in the fall and a new middle and high school in 2020. Charter Oak Elementary 
will help relieve students from several schools from the northeast part of the district. 
Officials say 400-500 students are expected to fill the school when it opens.

Baylor sorority sanctioned over racially-tinged video
Jan. 19, 9pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOTS, Rissa Shaw (3-minutes)
A Baylor University sorority is being punished after a controversial video involving a 
racial slur was posted by the organization on social media. Pi Beta Phi sorority is facing 
multiple sanctions, both from the university and self-imposed, over a video clip that 
played on the chapter's Instagram story Jan. 10. The eight-second video clip circulating 
on Twitter shows a large group of girls with their hands in the air, jumping and singing 
along to the Sheck Wes song "Mo Bamba."

Killeen: PTA council hosts vendor fair, looking to increase awareness 
Jan. 27, 5:50pm & 10pm, VOSOT & PKG, Brandon Hamilton (3-minutes)
Students and parents were able to attend a one-stop-shop Sunday thanks to the Killeen 
ISD Council of PTA's. The council held a vendor fair with food, local businesses and 
information for students on scholarships and jobs. "It's not just about the fundraising 
anymore. It really is about building programs to bridge the gap between the parents, the 
teachers and the students," said Trina Thompson, the first vice-president of Killeen 



ISD's Council of PTA's. From learning how to fill out a FASFA form to information for 
parents, everything was at the vendor fair. "We wanted to make sure we had things that 
weren't just to help raise money, but to raise awareness. But also again, the goal of 
knowing about PTA," President Robyn Robinson said. But, there is still a need for more 
parent involvement across the district at every level. "Volunteering. You know, 
volunteering is a really hard thing to get some people to come out and do," Thompson 
said. Whether you join a PTA or not, these parents say just by being involved makes a 
difference.

Waco: Realistic active shooter drill leads to school lockdowns
Feb. 6, 6 p.m., PKG, John Carroll (2-minutes)
Waco High School and Lake Air Montessori School were locked down Wednesday as 
Waco and Waco ISD police officers responded to what turned out to be a realistic active 
shooter drill at the U.S. Naval and Marine Corps Reserve Training Center on New 
Road. The exercise was part of a nationwide effort by Navy and Marine Reserve units to 
coordinate with local police. The two first officers who responded to the call did not even 
know it was a training exercise until they arrived at the center, Waco Police Commander 
Steve Mosley said. "We were evaluating our patrol response to that type of call,” he 
said. “We evaluated our dispatch's response to that type of call and from there we got to 
evaluate how the school ISD PD is going to respond to that type of call." "The reason 
that we do these trainings is that we always want to get better. We've got a great SWAT 
team. These guys work hard, they work diligently to protect this community and they 
train." More than 20 officers took part in the simulation. The school lockdowns were 
lifted shortly before noon.

State representative pushing for metal detectors across Texas schools 
Feb. 8, 9 p.m.. & 10 p.m., Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Brandon Hamilton (3-minutes)
With the legislative session underway in Austin, there are proposed legislation looking 
to protect schools across the state. Shawn Thierry, a state representative from Houston, 
is leading the fight to stop school violence before it happens. She is also the mother of a 
6-year-old elementary school student. ”After the Santa Fe shooting, it got to me. I just 
decided I could not, would not sit passively by knowing that our children are still in the 
same amount of danger they were before, nothing has been done,” Thierry told News 
10. Her proposed legislation — House Bill 797 — would add metal detectors to every 
school in Texas. A fight that will cost a lot of money. But, Thierry says, the state can 
afford it. ”Our comptroller just revealed $119 billion budget in Texas, which is $9 billion 
more than we had in the last. We also have $15 billion untapped in our rainy-day fund. 
We clearly can fund this,” she said. Across Central Texas, several school districts use 
metal detectors in some capacity. Across Killeen ISD, the district said handheld metal 
detectors are used randomly. Temple ISD has a permanent metal detector at Wheatley 
Alternative School with wands used on a random basis. G.L. Wiley Opportunity Center 
is the only campus in Waco ISD that currently uses metal detectors.

Killeen: Superintendent talks safety in schools after Parkland shooting
Feb. 14, 9p.m. & 10p.m., Live-VOSOT & Live-PKG, Brandon Hamilton (4-minutes)
One year ago, the nation was left mourning – yet again – after a school shooting at 



Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla. Since then, school districts 
have made changes to increase safety and security. At the largest school district in 
Central Texas, many changes have occurred since the tragic shooting. “We’ve 
coordinated our bell schedule so that all the exterior doors are locked down. We 
strategically open/lock during passing periods to accommodate students transitioning to 
and from portable buildings,” Superintendent Dr. John Craft said. A door lock release 
system makes sure visitors are only able to gain access to the campus after they’ve 
been screened. Killeen ISD’s police force has also increased. Recently, the district 
experienced a scare at one of its high schools. Last month, a sixth-grade student made 
a hoax 911 call about a shooting at Shoemaker High School. The student was arrested 
for the hoax, but still a scary situation for everyone. That incident has led to a teaching 
lesion for the district.

Waco: Program transforms boys into men academically and socially 
Feb. 20, 6pm, PKG, Kesha Lopez (2-minutes)
It's a program that teaches boys in middle and high school how to grow up to be mature, 
successful, assets to the community. Tennyson Middle School Behavioral Aid Jeremy 
Davis is only 23-years-old but he's passing on what he knows about school, life, dealing 
with others, and how to present himself in the most respectful way. Last February he 
started Mentor Waco, a mentoring program for boys from 6th to 12th grades. He had 
seven boys. Now he has a group of 22. A product of East Waco, Davis said he wanted 
to help put kids on the right path after seeing so many take the wrong path. Wednesday 
his group of boys came to school dressed in suits, ties, dress shoes, tie clips, and 
handkerchiefs.

Local school board calls $18 million bond election
Feb. 24, 5:30 p.m., PKG, Drake Lawson (2-minutes)
For the first time since 2008, the Troy School Board has called a bond to election. The 
district’s voters will decide in May whether to OK an $18.45 million bond issue to pay for 
improvements and expansion to accommodate a growing enrollment. The school board 
“came up with a plan, and that plan was vetted to community based parents, staff 
members, and community leaders," to create more classroom space as enrollment 
continues to rise, Superintendent Neil Jeter said. In addition to classroom expansion, 
proceeds from the bond issue would also fund improvements to entrances of Troy's high 
school and elementary school. The district says the owner of a $100,000 home would 
see an increase $15.61 monthly increase in taxes. The district is growing as more 
families move in and Assistant Superintendent Dr. Darrell Becker says he thinks the 
completion of the expansion of I-35 through Troy will cause enrollment to grow even 
more in coming years. "The completion of I-35 will be a driver for continued expansion 
of home sites within the area,” he said. “We think there will be people looking to 
purchase homes in the area which means more students," he said. Early voting runs 
from April 22 through April 30 at the Troy ISD Administration Building at 205 North 
Waco Rd. The election is on May 4.

Killeen: Students, PTA travel to capitol building to voice concerns
Feb. 25, 6:00 p.m., PKG, Alex Cano (2-minutes) 



Dozens from the area's largest school district traveled to Austin on Monday to voice 
their concerns regarding schools. From increased funding to school safety -- no issue 
was left unturned -- including something students say needs addressing more than 
anything. “I would like to hear about mental health issues. I know a lot of people that 
need help, I want the school to be able to help them and feel like they aren’t alone in 
that situation," said Sarah Mclean, a student at Manor Middle School. Mental health is 
often a silent situation that no one speaks about. But, Killeen ISD students are looking 
to change that. Damion Levy Jr., a student at Early College High School, says the 
burden of tests and other things has caused students to have depression. “We need 
more support to help students prepare themselves to meet those expectations and 
those tests they have to prepare for," he said. All morning, students listened to guest 
speakers during Rally Day sponsored by Texas PTA. Monday's trip was made possible 
by the Killeen ISD Council of PTA's.

Killeen: School board gives green light to new attendance zones 
Mar. 5, 9p.m. & 10p.m., Live-VOSOT & Live-PKG, Brandon Hamilton (3-minutes)
With the opening of a new elementary school just months away, the largest school 
district in Central Texas approved a new rezoning plan Tuesday night. In a seven to 
zero vote, Killeen ISD board members voted to implement new attendance zones for 
the 2019-20 school year. With Maude Moore Wood Elementary set to welcome students 
for the first time in August, officials say rezoning is part of the process. “That’s part of 
the pain of opening a new campus, but at the end of the process, it really benefits all of 
our students,” Superintendent Dr. John Craft said. Craft says the new school will help 
relieve overcrowding. “This campus will be open to relieve Skipcha Elementary School, 
Timber Ridge Elementary School, but also allow growth at Douse Elementary School, 
which we just opened last year,” Craft said. A shuffling of students which included 
community meetings to get input. “We held three at the three campuses. We wanted to 
hear from the parents and their concerns,” he said. The concerns from parents were 
heard by the district. Before submitting the final rezoning plan, a change was made to 
allow parents in Tuscany Meadows (Zone 276), the opportunity to apply for a special 
transfer. The special transfer would allow their child to stay at Skipcha Elementary, with 
the only caveat of parents providing their own transportation.

When it comes to STAAR tests, students do have some options
Mar. 6, 6pm, PKG, Kesha Lopez (2-minutes) 
When it comes to STAAR tests, students have the option of substituting a qualifying 
score on a college or advanced placement exam to fulfill a STAAR test requirement. "A 
student can use a qualifying score on a substitute assessment to satisfy his or her 
testing requirement for an EOC test,” an email from the Texas Education Agency to 
Tami Wiethorn, assessment coordinator for the Waco Independent School District. The 
EOC, or End of Course exam, is what high school students must take to move on to the 
next grade level or graduate. There are five components to the EOC, which students 
start taking in 9th grade that include, Algebra 1, Biology, English 1 & 2, and U.S. 
History. For students who take the practice Scholastic Aptitude Test, the SAT, the 
American College Test (ACT) or the advanced placement course test for AP classes 
and score high enough--and there is a corresponding End of Course test subject--then 



they can use the grade on the other test rather than taking the EOC test on that subject.

Football teams get boot camp experience on Fort Hood 
Mar. 6, 10p.m., PKG, Royden Ogletree (2-minutes)
An intense wake up call for the Killeen and Harker heights football teams this morning 
as they were treated to a mock boot camp on Fort Hood. “It was great,” said Killeen Jr. 
Brandon Fox. “My whole life, I've grown up in the Army lifestyle, but I've never been out 
there doing it with them. And I kind of like getting yelled at and having fun. You better 
believe Fox and the rest of the ball players were yelled at plenty. Screams of ‘Yes Drill 
Sergeant’ rang throughout the training area. Teams were greeted by Lieutenant General 
Paul Funk, and then put through drills testing their strength, endurance, and team work 
“As a team it built a lot of courage, definitely discipline,” said Fox. “They were kind of 
pushing us with that in the beginning. Like stay disciplined and I'm really hoping we 
bring that to the field next season.” Teamwork is the main lesson Sergeant 1st Class 
Leroy Betts wanted to teach when he started this boot camp three years ago with just 
Harker Heights' participation.

Waco school superintendent charged with marijuana possession Waco ISD 
Superintendent 
Mar. 7,, 9p.m.& 10 p.m., Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Rissa Shaw (3-minutes)
A. Marcus Nelson spent a night in jail after he was arrested by a Department of Public 
Safety trooper in Robertson County for misdemeanor marijuana possession, according 
to online jail records. Nelson was booked into the Robertson County Jail just before 11 
p.m. Wednesday and charged with possession of marijuana less than 2 ounces. He was 
released 12 hours later, apparently on his own recognizance, according to online 
records. According to DPS spokesman Trooper Jimmy Morgan, a trooper working 
regular patrol spotted a 2007 GMC Yukon traveling north on U.S. 190 south of Hearne. 
The vehicle was in the left lane and not passing, Morgan said, and was pulled over. 
"During the stop, the trooper smelled marijuana and conducted a search of the vehicle," 
said Morgan. The trooper found marijuana, seized it, and took the subject into custody, 
Morgan said. Nelson was not at work Thursday, according to a source close to the 
situation, and a district spokesman said Nelson was taking a personal day Friday but 
was not on leave.

Residents rally in support of WISD superintendent after marijuana arrest 
Mar. 11, 5p.m. & 6p.m., Live-VOSOT & PKG, Christy Soto (3-minutes)
Pastors from several local churches said Monday they are standing with Waco ISD 
Superintendent A. Marcus Nelson and thousands of residents have signed a petition in 
support of Nelson, who was arrested last week on a misdemeanor marijuana charge. In 
fact, more than twice the number of people signed the petition than the 1,567 residents 
who voted district-wide in the in the May 2014 School Board Election, the last time an at 
large seat on the board was contested. The petition expresses confidence in Nelson, 
saying, “A misdemeanor should be treated exactly for what the dictionary says it is it is, 
a minor wrongdoing. This minor wrongdoing should be addressed, but not at the 
expense of our children and their futures.” Waco School Board members will meet at 
6:30 p.m. on March 19 to discuss the situation and Board President Pat Atkins has 



vowed the board will “not rush to any judgment.”

Waco: Some students are spending spring break in school
Mar. 11, 10p.m., PKG, Kesha Lopez (2-minutes) 
While most students are taking a break from the books this week, a group at one local 
school is spending time on campus. More than 80 students at Waco's Indian Spring 
Middle School, one of the Transformation campuses where students have been 
struggling to meet standards set by the Texas Education Agency, could be seen racing 
through the hallways Monday, searching for the right answer to a series of questions 
dealing with math and literacy. The Spring Break Academy is a pilot program that takes 
students who need improvement or meet their academic requirements and pushes them 
to the next level. "Studies show when you have 30 hours of intense work of intervention, 
that can move a student up an entire level. So, up a grade,” Desiree Hardeman, 
assistant principal said. To begin their week, the students took a pretest to set a 
baseline for where they are academically. When the week is over, they will take another 
exam to gauge how much they've grown.

Waco ISD superintendent speaks out following drug arrest 
Mar. 17, 10p.m., PKG, Drake Lawson (3-minutes)
The Waco School Board meets Tuesday night to discuss the future of the district’s 
superintendent, Dr. A. Marcus Nelson, after Nelson’s misdemeanor marijuana arrest on 
March 6 after a traffic stop in Robertson County. He was released the next day on his 
own recognizance after spending a night in jail. Nelson agreed to a plea deal with 
Robertson County prosecutors on Friday under the terms of which the charge will be 
dismissed if he completes a 90-day diversion program. He will also pay a $500 fine. 
Nelson spoke publicly Sunday for the first time about the arrest and the potential 
repercussions, telling KWTX that he’s remorseful and accepts full responsibility for his 
actions.

Waco: MCC Board meets with top dual credit high schools 
Mar. 18, 9p.m. & 10:00p.m., Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Rissa Shaw (3-minutes)
The county's top five dual credit high schools met with the McLennan Community 
College Board of Trustees Monday night to look at the progress the dual credit program 
has made over the last several years. MCC leaders say it's doubled in size in five years. 
"By working together, we seem to be picking up steam," said K. Paul Holt, Chair, 
McLennan Community College Board of Trustees. The dual credit and early college 
high school program through MCC allows students to earn college hours while they're 
still in high school, the goal being to reach students earlier in their academic journey in 
hopes more of them will pursue higher education. "We're bringing college to young 
people who probably never would have started college," said Holt. "Education is the key 
to improving economic development on the individual and family levels, a better 
education gets you a better job." During the meeting, district leaders from Lorena ISD, 
Waco ISD, Midway ISD, Connally ISD, and La Vega ISD all said they've enjoyed the 
program and it's increasing flexibility.



WISD board takes no action on superintendent’s fate after drug arrest 
Mar. 19, 5p.m., 6p.m., 9p.m. & 10p.m. Live-VOSOTS, Rissa Shaw (10-minutes)
The Waco School Board took no action Tuesday night on the future of the district’s 
superintendent, Dr. A. Marcus Nelson, following his misdemeanor marijuana arrest 
March 6 during a traffic stop in Robertson County. He was released the next day on his 
own recognizance after spending a night in jail. Publicly admitting his guilt, on Friday 
Nelson agreed to a plea deal with Robertson County prosecutors under the terms of 
which the drug possession charge will be dismissed if he completes a 90-day diversion 
program. He will also pay a $500 fine. The Waco School Board met in special session 
at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday at the Waco ISD Conference Center at 115 South 5th St. "This is 
a difficult topic, and I know there's decisions made tonight that will have consequences 
for years in the future," WISD School Board President Pat Atkins told the audience. A 
crowd of more than 240 people, mainly supporters, attended. Following a public 
comment period, the board went into closed session for about four hours, returning right 
before midnight to report that no decisions had been made.

Waco ISD superintendent resigns after drug arrest
Mar. 21, 5p.m., 5:30p.m., 9p.m. & 10:00 p.m., Live-VOSOTS, Live-PKG, Rissa Shaw 
(10-minutes)
In its second special meeting to discuss the fate of embattled Superintendent Marcus 
Nelson, the school board announced Nelson's resignation Thursday evening. His 
resignation goes into effect at midnight. As part of the separation agreement 
unanimously approved by board members, Waco ISD will pay Nelson $96,000 over a 
period of four months. Sources told KWTX this was not a forced decision, that Nelson 
did this entirely on his own. In his resignation letter, Nelson wrote in part, "I am 
incredibly proud of the way that we have strengthened classroom instruction, but I am 
most proud of the way that our community has united in support of our students."

Killeen: Officials talk school threats and social media at meeting
Mar. 21, 9p.m. & 11p.m. Live-VOSOT, PKG, Brandon Hamilton (3-minutes)
Inside Harker Heights High School auditorium Thursday night, Killeen ISD officials 
talked to parents and community leaders about an issue across the district: students 
making terroristic threats. Topics such as students sending explicit messages -- which 
can be a crime under Texas law -- and popular apps that could be a gateway for sexual 
predators were also addressed. “The more that we expose parents and administration 
and students, as you saw tonight, to what happens when cyber-bullying or getting 
threatening messages or threating other individuals and what are the consequences 
associated," Deputy Superintendent Eric Penrod said. Those consequences include 
possible jail time and other legal issues. As we've reported in recent weeks, students 
have been arrested for making terroristic threats. So far, 11 threats have been made.

Waco: Central Texas Girl Scouts hold 7th annual "STEM Fest" 
Mar. 23, 10:00 p.m., PKG, Drake Lawson (2-minutes)
S.T.E.M, stands for Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math. Important subjects to 
know, as the Central Texas Girl Scouts are doing their part to learn about the different 



subjects in the 7th annual "STEM Fest." "We just want to show them that they can do 
anything and try anything... we are trying to get them engaged in all of these different 
forms of stem," says Girl Scout leader Melissa Green. The Girl Scouts say it's important 
for them to learn about these educational topics. "It’s just really fun and engaging to do 
all of this stuff as a group and learn more about how we as strong independent girls can 
help people with these amazing discoveries," says Girl Scout Victoria Schubert. The Girl 
Scouts say more than 150 girls were signed up and that they plan to continue the event 
next year.

Waco ISD Board names retired educator as interim superintendent 
Mar. 28, 11 p.m. LIVE-PKG, Rissa Shaw (2-minutes)
Waco School Board members Thursday evening named a retired educator with 
experience both in the classroom and as an administrator as interim superintendent. Dr. 
Hazel Rowe served as the district’s interim superintendent during the 2000-2001 school 
year and is currently a member of the board of Transformation Waco, the in-district 
charter created to oversee five struggling Waco schools, however, she will now have to 
resign from the board to take on her new role. “It’s my pleasure to be able to step up,” 
Rowe said. “We hope to hit the ground running.” The decision comes a week after 
Superintendent A. Marcus Nelson resigned over a drug charge. School Board President 
Pat Atkins said there was no denying what Nelson did for the district, but it was time to 
move forward.

CRIME & SAFETY
Central Texas teacher accused of trying to sell relative online to men in Africa resigns
Jan. 2, 9p.m. & 10p.m., Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Rissa Shaw (3-minutes)
A woman has been arrested in a multi-agency human trafficking investigation in Central 
Texas. With the help of the McLennan County Sheriff's Office, on Wednesday 
investigators with the Freestone County Sheriff's Office arrested a woman for trafficking 
of persons. Amber Michelle Parker, 37, remained in the Freestone County Jail 
Wednesday night in lieu of a $25,000 bond. Officials say she was conspiring to traffic 
her underage relative online to multiple men in Morocco. "She was online talking to 
multiple guys in Morocco trying to get it setup where she could take her with her over 
there to them," said Freestone County Sheriff J. Shipley. Shipley said the bust was a 
team effort spearheaded by FCSO investigator Sgt. Preston Cordova and MCSO 
detective Joseph Scaramucci. Sheriff Parnell McNamara said FCSO reached out to 
them to help on the human trafficking part, and Scaramucci went there several times to 
help with writing and executing search warrants in the case. He says the woman, who is 
a teacher at Mexia ISD, intended to take the victim to Morocco for prostitution, 
promoting her as a virgin and posting semi-nude photos of her in lingerie online. "It's a 
very low-down thing, it's the worst of the worst when you prostitute your own relative, 
that's as low as you get," said McNamara. "It's sickening to think a woman would stoop 
that low." While there may not be an immediate obvious connection to the human 
trafficking element, MCSO officials said Parker is allegedly involved in Wicca, or pagan 
witchcraft, and haven't ruled it out as they are still in the process of gathering evidence 
in the case. McNamara said the victim was out of the area and safe; he says the girl's 
father came from out-of-state to pick her up while Parker was in Morocco - a trip she 



just returned from Tuesday night. According to Mexia ISD’s website, Parker was an 8th 
grade reading teacher. "We appreciate Sheriff Parnell McNamara and McLennan 
County Sheriff's Office providing assistance to combat human trafficking in our area," 
said Shipley. "Also, good work to FCSO Sgt. Martin and Deputies Gasaway, Graham, 
and Walker who were also instrumental in this investigation." Sheriff Shipley said the 
investigation started because of a tip and urged the public to report this type of activity 
to law enforcement.

Bond upped for former Central Texas teacher accused of trying to sell relative for sex 
overseas 
Jan. 5, 10p.m., Live-PKG, Rissa Shaw (2-minutes)
A Freestone County justice of the peace increased the bond for Amber Michelle Parker 
to $250,000 Friday. Bond for the woman, accused of trafficking an underage relative, 
was originally set at $25,000. The felony charge comes with a minimum punishment of 
25 years and up to life in prison, according to the Texas Penal Code. While jailed, 
Parker is currently refusing to talk to investigators but hasn't requested a court-
appointed attorney yet, FCSO administrators said Friday. Sheriff Jeremy Shipley says 
no one in his department had spoken with law enforcement in Morocco, however, U.S. 
federal agencies were made aware of the case. Earlier report: A woman has been 
arrested in a multi-agency human trafficking investigation in Central Texas. With the 
help of the McLennan County Sheriff's Office, investigators with the Freestone County 
Sheriff's Office arrested a local teacher Wednesday morning at her residence on CR 
933 in Teague in connection with trafficking a minor overseas. Amber Michelle Parker, 
37, has been charged with trafficking of persons.

Dog shot and left for dead in ditch triggers local animal cruelty investigation
Jan.. 9, 9p.m. & 10p.m., Live-VOSOTS, Rissa Shaw (3-minutes)
An animal cruelty investigation has been launched after a dog was found with a bullet in 
his head in a ditch in China Spring over the holidays. Amazingly, the animal survived 
the Christmas Eve shooting, and McLennan County Sheriff's Office investigators believe 
they know who intended to kill him, and nearly did. "We do have a suspect in that case 
and we will be following that investigation through," Chief Deputy David Kilcrease told 
KWTX Wednesday. He wouldn't comment further about the suspect "at this time" but 
said they were facing at least a felony animal cruelty charge.

Victim of fiery I-35 crash found dead after 18-wheeler towed
Jan. 10, 5pm & 6pm, Live-VOSOTS,, John Carroll (3-minutes)
The body of a Texas woman who died early Wednesday in a fiery 18-wheeler crash on 
Interstate 35 that left her husband badly burned wasn’t found until after the rig was 
towed to an impound yard in Bruceville-Eddy, officials confirmed Thursday. Sidney 
Whitehead remains in the burn center of Parkland Memorial hospital with burns to his 
face, head, back and legs, his daughter, Tory Whitehead, said Thursday. Her mother, 
Michelle Whitehead, died in the fiery crash, but her body wasn’t found until after the 
truck was towed from the crash scene, Tory Whitehead said.



Belton: Police department hosts open house for recruitment
Jan. 26, 6pm & 10pm, PKG & VOSOT, Brandon Hamilton (3-minutes)
Belton Police Department is trying something a little different when it comes to 
recruitment. Belton Police Department hosted its first open house Saturday from 10 
a.m. to noon. Rebecca Isdale comes from a family of law enforcement. From her father 
to her brother, both have served. “I think I have it in my blood. I’ve had my babies, now 
I’m ready to go back to work,” she said. She says the time is now to be a change in the 
community. ”I have compassion. I just want to help, I think I could do a good job as a 
police officer,” Isdale said. Gone are the old days of job postings. The department is 
looking for a new way to attract applicants. ”We’ve been using social media for a couple 
years for recruitment but always looking for other ways to reach people out there,” 
Belton Police Chief Gene Ellis said.

3 rapes reported at Baylor residence hall 
Jan. 31, 5pm & 6pm, Live-VOSOTS, John Carroll (5-minutes)
Baylor University police and the school's Title IX office were investigating Thursday after 
three rape cases were reported. According to the university’s police log, the three-
campus sexual assault-rape cases were reported Monday. The first report came in at 
9:25 .m., the second at 9:31 a.m. and the third 9:35 a.m. Around 6 p.m., KWTX learned 
the victim reported the alleged crime through an online portal. When the university 
received the report, it sent it to police and they in turn sent it off to the Title IX office. A 
source close to the investigation said the two people involved know each other but, 
because of how it was reported, officials are still trying to actually identify the person 
who filed the complaint. The online records also state that “these incidents are all 
related and involve the same individuals,” and listed South Russell Residence Hall at 
the location of the alleged crime. The first assault occurred on Dec. 2, the second on 
Jan 19 and the final one on Jan. 20. Assistant Vice President for Media 
Communications Lori Fogleman said in a statement to KWTX the university could not 
comment on confidential Title IX matters, but they did issue an email to students.

West: EMT volunteers needed as numbers decline
Jan. 2, 10pm, PKG, Drake Lawson (2-minutes)
Since the explosion of 2013 the number of volunteers at the West Emergency Medical 
Services has dropped significantly. Before the explosion there were 64 volunteers at the 
EMS but now there is only 22 remaining members. West paramedic Tom Marek 
explained why they saw such a decline. “A lot of people moved out of the area. A lot of 
people didn’t want to be involved because we had a lot of governmental stuff going on.” 
Many people confuse the West EMS as being a part of the city. However, Tom explains 
that they are separate. “When the outcry went out through the media, nationally. What 
was assumed was that we were part of the city we are a part of the fire dept. we are a 
self-standing volunteer service. We have declined on donations and we didn’t come out 
as fortunate as some of the other departments did.” The West EMS is holding classes to 
train those who wish to become a EMT, if you are interested in volunteering please visit 
the West EMS Facebook page.

Hewitt: Police pay upped for incoming officers with experience 
Feb. 4, 9pm & 10pm, VOSOT & PKG, Rissa Shaw (3-minutes)



Prior police work didn't pay in Hewitt...until Monday night. "You can't discount 
experience," said Hewitt Police Chief Jim Devlin. Devlin says the men and women who 
protect Hewitt, a city that's consistently ranked as one of the safest and best places to 
live in Texas, should be paid more, especially those who already bring something - a 
badge - to the table. "I've spoken to officers from the surrounding areas that had an 
interest to come into the Hewitt Police Department, but they would take a significant pay 
cut," said Devlin. Unlike most area agencies, along with Waco PD, Hewitt PD is a "Civil 
Service" agency, which adheres to the strict guidelines set forth in Chapter 143 of the 
Texas Municipal Code. Under those guidelines, all new police officer hires, no matter 
their level of experience, start their pay at a set, entry-level salary.

Woman's tattoo photos help area deputy solve sad mystery 
Feb. 6, 10 p.m., Live-PKG, Rissa Shaw (3-minutes)
Social media, tattoos, and a Navarro County deputy who went the extra mile are being 
credited with helping identify the remains of a missing Houston woman who was listed 
as a 'Jane Doe' for a week after her body was dumped on the side of a rural road. "I 
knew she had to be missing from somewhere," said Sgt. Brandon Bates with the 
Navarro County Sheriff's Office Criminal Investigations Division. Bates was one of the 
first on-scene Dec. 12 when a passerby spotted a dead body close to a duck hunting 
camp on SE 1190A near Richland, about a mile away from a rest stop off I-45. "We 
thought she might be a trucker or a transient at first, she was wearing coveralls which 
isn't uncommon for truck drivers," said Bates. Beneath the beige coveralls were layers 
of clothing which, along with recent rain, had helped preserve parts of her body from 
weather and wildlife. "She was on her back kind of sprawled out," said Bates. "She 
blended in pretty good with the foliage." Long weeds pulled from the ground were found 
on top of her body, covering it and making it harder to see from the road, Bates said.

Vandals trash Central Texas church
Mar. 18, 5:00 p.m. & 6:00 p.m., Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, John Carroll (5-minutes) 
Police are investigating after vandals trashed Willow Grove Baptist Church over the 
weekend in Moody, the second such incident in the community in less than two years. 
Photos posted by the church’s pastor, Steve Desjardins, show the damage. The 
vandals splashed paint and ink on walls, floors, pews, the communion table and offering 
plates, and overturned bookshelves and furniture. "The pews have all been inked," 
Desjardins said. It's everywhere pretty much,” he said, “from the top all the way 
through.” Nearby residents said they think two teenagers were responsible and said the 
teens have been given a chance to “get down here and start cleaning things up.” The 
church building was constructed in 1890.

Area fire departments share resources, expertise 
Mar. 25, 6:00 p.m., Live-PKG, Kesha Lopez (2-minutes)
Area fire departments are working to create a regional team to respond to major 
incidents as well as to back each other up when calls outstrip resources. Fire, hazmat, 
and swift water rescue crews from Temple, Killeen, Fort Hood, and other communities 



were in Waco Monday checking out each other's disaster response capabilities. "A 
situation like of a tornado for instance, there are building collapses in a couple of parts 
of town. We may be able to handle the first emergency, but not necessarily the second 
and you got firefighters in Temple that are staffed and ready to go right down the road," 
said Deputy Waco Fire Chief R.M. Bergerson. Over the next few weeks to months, the 
group members will travel to each department's fire stations to check out the gear and 
will work on mutual aid agreements for their respective city councils to pass so that 
when the time comes, crews from one area can help out in another. Not all departments 
have the same equipment or specialized training, which is why officials said 
collaborating and training with another department that's nearby is a great idea.

Families of murdered Temple friends start petition to change law
Mar. 28, 9p.m. & 11p.m., Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Brandon Hamilton (4-minutes)
The families of Michael Swearingin and Jenna Scott are on a mission to change the law 
in Texas related to protective orders and domestic violence. Swearingin and Jenna 
Scott were found murdered in January in rural part of Oklahoma after reported missing 
from Central Texas. Earlier this month, close friends and family celebrated Swearingin's 
33rd birthday with a balloon release. This Saturday, Jenna Scott would have been 
celebrating her 29th birthday. Both families have started their new mission of changing 
laws surrounding protective orders and domestic violence. Jonathan Scott, Jenna's 
father, posted the petition on Change.org. "It would just seem sensible in a case of 
domestic violence or protection order that the judge should be required to do a criminal 
background check," he told KWTX. So far, the petition has over 3,500 signatures.  It 
also states, "Current Texas law does not require criminal background checks of 
individuals against whom protective orders are filed. Our daughter, Jenna Scott sought 
a protective order against an individual with an extensive criminal background and the 
court ruled against her protective order because the judge was not aware of the 
individuals criminal background - even though it was presented in verbal testimony."

WEATHER AWARENESS

Roads shut down as Nolan Creek rises 
Jan. 2, 5pm & 6pm, VOSOT & PKG, Alex Cano (3-minutes)
Roads have been shut down as Nolan Creek, which runs through the City of Belton, has 
been steadily rising as rain continues to fall. Water has submerged parts of the I35 
access road and Confederate Park Dr. are both shut down. The Belton Fire Department 
is urging drivers to avoid the area after crews had to rescue someone trapped in 
floodwaters on the I35 service road near Nolan Creek.The vehicle was trapped around 
3 p.m. Crews were able to get the driver out safely. No one was hurt. According to 
officials the creek normally registers at zero on the water meter under the bridge. As of 
2 p.m., the water level registered at 10 ft.

Will the deep freeze affect the bluebonnets? 
Mar. 3, 10p.m., PKG, Drake Lawson (2-minutes)
A March freeze is coming for Central Texas, and while it might ruin some of your plants, 



don't expect it to ruin the Texas state flower. "Wildflowers have been here a long time 
by that I mean to say this is nothing new to wildflowers in the area," says McLennan 
County Master Gardener Jene Hering. "If they weren't hearty they would've died 200 
years ago with that I mean to say don't be concerned about them," he says. The flowers 
will survive the early March freeze, but right now might not be the best time to take a 
photo with the bluebonnet. "Only thing I would suggest is that you find a warmer day... 
dropping your kids off and on bluebonnet patch on a day like this you're probably get 
some push-back from the kids," says Hering. He suggests if you wait a few more weeks 
the flowers will be in full bloom and the weather should be much nicer for that photo-op. 
As for when to plant those spring flowers, it would be best to wait for the last freeze 
which Hering says is typically around March 15.

CONSUMER & HEALTH

Seton parent company formally acquires shuttered Temple clinic 
Jan. 4, 5pm & 6pm, VOSOT & PKG, Alex Cano (3-minutes)
On Friday, Ascension Texas, which includes and Providence Healthcare Network, 
announced the acquisition of medical providers and clinic locations formerly affiliated 
with Little River Healthcare in Central Texas. The acquisition will allow the clinic in 
Temple, Texas, formerly known as King’s Daughters Clinic, which had closed in early 
December, to resume providing medical care for patients. The acquisition includes 
specialty and primary-care clinic locations across Central Texas, including a significant 
presence in Georgetown, Texas. The transaction includes physicians, advanced 
practitioners and staff members to Ascension Texas and its sites of care at Seton 
Healthcare Family and Providence Healthcare Network. The transitioning medical 
offices are planned to open on January 8, 2019.

Local doctor’s license suspended by state medical board
Jan. 4, 9p.m. & 10p.m., Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Brandon Hamilton (3-minutes)
The Texas Medical Board has temporarily suspended the license of a Central Texas 
doctor. The TMB announced Friday that it had made the unannounced move to 
suspend the license of Terry C. Lairmore, M.D. the day before because “his 
continuation in the practice of medicine poses a continuing threat to public welfare. The 
suspension was effective immediately.” The doctor is based in Belton. According to 
online record on the Texas Medical Board, Lairmore was practicing at Baylor Scott and 
White Medical Center in Temple. According to the medical board a “panel found that Dr. 
Lairmore has potentially participated in patient care while under the influence of 
controlled substances and based on his termination by a licensed health care entity, the 
evidence shows Dr. Lairmore may pose a threat to patient safety.” The next step is a 
suspension hearing, unless Lairmore waives it. The temporary suspension remains in 
place until the Board takes further action.

Construction on Coryell Memorial halted as contractor walks off job 
Jan. 4, 5p.m. & 6p.m., VOSOT & Live-PKG, John Carroll (3-minutes)
New uncertainty has been raised after the general contractor pulled workers from the 
hospital site it had been overseeing. The brand new two-story building in Gatesville lied 



quiet Friday with no constructions workers on site. Ground was broken in November 
2016 for the renovation and expansion of Coryell Memorial Hospital. The 117,000-
square foot project includes new operating rooms, a new 25-bed hospital wing, 
administration offices, a 16-bed rehab facility and the new central plant that houses 
chillers and boilers. The June 2018 blast at Coryell Memorial Hospital in Gatesville 
claimed three lives and injured 13 others. By late October, General Contractor Adolfson 
and Peterson Construction pulled its workers from job site. According to a November 
report by the State Fire Marshal’s Office, the explosion resulted from a large pocket of 
natural gas that had flowed from disconnected gas lines into the building. Adolfsen 
Peterson, remained on the job until late fall. On Friday, the slab and pipes where the 
explosion took place in the back of the complex remain the same. The back wall of the 
clinic is still damaged. In a statement, hospital officials told KWTX: "The rebuilding of the 
Central Utilities Plant (CPU) is a complex process involving many contractors, 
engineers and insurance companies. We hope to begin the rebuilding process and 
reconstruction in early 2019." Adolfson Peterson of Richardson, would not elaborate on 
the reason for the walk-off, but told KWTX Friday, "We concur with the hospital's 
statement."

Restaurant Report Card, Friday 
Jan. 10, 6pm, PKG, Taina Maya (1:30)
The Best Donuts and Kolache Shop in McGregor had to toss out some sausage, egg 
biscuits and sausage burritos that were sitting out for 4 hours. What's odd, is that the 
inspector found a whole catfish in the freezer; the restaurant only serves breakfast. 
They made an 88 overall. Knives were in a rusted coffee can with food debris still on 
them and two drinks were on the prep table without a lid. In 2016 we gave the Clean 
Plate award to the Shilo Inn in Killeen. But last month, things weren't so shiny and the 
hotel restaurant scored a 91. The manager said the night before the inspection the meat 
cooler stopped working forcing them to throw away pork chops, salmon, ham, chicken 
and fish that were warm. But the issues didn't stop there. They also had five heads of 
moldy cauliflower, three moldy green squash and a moldy honeydew, which were 
quickly tossed out. They called out a repairman to service the cooler compressor. 
Spiciness Mexican Grill on North Valley Mills in Waco gets an 88. Dirty dishes were 
hanging on the wall with clean ones, spray bottles filled with yellow chemicals weren’t 
labeled and the handwashing sink in the kitchen didn’t have soap or paper towels. 
However, they were able to quickly fix the problems in just a matter of days. This week's 
Clean Plate award goes to Kim’s Diner on Waco Drive in Waco.

Killeen: Investors eye financially-troubled Killeen mall 
Jan. 15, 6pm, PKG, Alex Cano (2-minutes)
Investors are eyeing the Killeen Mall, which has been in foreclosure for more than six 
months.  “We’ve been contacted by a number of developers that we’ve worked with on 
a regular basis over time acquainting us with the financial circumstances of the mall,” 
Greater Killeen Chamber of Commerce president John Crutchfield said Monday. “Even 
before it went to receivership, they indicated it was going that way, so they started 
asking us information on the community,” Crutchfield said. The mall opened its doors in 



1981 and has more than 100 national, regional and local stores. KWTX spoke to the 
Killeen Mall’s general manager who could not comment on the financial situation but 
says assures the public is open for business and no changes are anticipated at this 
time.

Waco: Construction for riverfront development on the horizon
Jan. 15, 9pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOTS, Rissa Shaw (3-minutes)
Construction for Waco's biggest commercial development enterprise is on the horizon. 
The Waco City Council authorized a $5,500,000 TIF grant for Phase 1 of the Riverfront 
Development Project Tuesday night. "We took an important, milestone step in the 
project," said Bradley Ford, Assistant City Manager for the City of Waco. In an 
unanimous vote, council members approved the ground lease (6.3 acres for a term of 
80 years with a 19 year renewal option), a parking easement, and the economic 
development agreement with Catalyst Urban Waco Development. The first of four 
phases, the $40,000,000 Brazos Promenade, consists of 264 multi-family apartment 
units, more than 10,200 square feet of restaurant, retail, and office space, a parking 
garage (with 170 public spaces), and improvements to the Waco Farmer's Market and 
University Parks Drive, according to city documents.

Restaurant Report Card For Week Of January 31
Jan. 31, 6p.m., PKG, Taina Maya (2-minutes)
Rosati's Authentic Chicago Pizza in Waco makes an 84. They lost a point after the 
inspector found 2 rodents dead on a glue trap under the soda fountain cabinet. He also 
found dead and live roaches throughout the restaurant and rodent droppings under the 
prep table, ice machine and by the mixer. Beyond seeing them, the inspector said, “it 
smelled like dead rodents” and it might be due to a repeat violation happening outside. 
Apparently, grease and trash aren't making it in the dumpster which could be a 
harboring area for the unwanted guests. They also had pans with dust and trash in them 
and dirty utensils stored with clean ones. They were re-inspected more than 2 weeks 
later and had corrected the problem. Torres Meat House in Lacy Lakeview makes an 83 
on their inspection. Several foods had to be thrown away in their front deli case like 
ham, head cheese, and smoked hot links because it wasn't working properly. When the 
inspector pulled them out, he discovered the deli meats weren't dated. Before they 
could be re-inspected they would also need to prove there would be food manager in 
charge and present at all times. A week later they made a 98. A quick update on the 
Shilo Inn in Killeen, they've corrected all the violations. They even sent the health 
department a picture proving their cooler was running properly. This week's Clean Plate 
award goes to Sweet Home Alabama Soul Food in Killeen. The inspector said the 
kitchen was very clean. 

Flu cases see sharp increase in McLennan County  
Feb. 4, 9pm & 10pm, Live-VOSOT & Live-PKG, Drake Lawson (3-minutes)
Officials for McLennan County Health Services reported over 1,000 flu cases in the last 
week of January, and they say that number could double by their next report. Kelly 
Craine from McLennan County Health Services says the county is in "peak" flu season. 
"Every flu season is unique. Typically, they run October through March, and we are 



seeing that peak right now." Doctor Tim Martindale agrees this is peak flu season and 
urges patients to not fight through the sickness without seeing a physician.

Health officials confirm Central Texas measles case
Feb. 6, 5p.m. & 6p.m., Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Kesha Lopez (4-minutes)
A child who lives in western Bell County has the measles, the Bell County Public Health 
District confirmed Wednesday.  “The child is not school aged and was too young to 
have been vaccinated,” the district said in a press release. “There has been very limited 
contract with the public,” the district said. “All family members are up to date on 
vaccinations.” Measles has been ruled out in three other possible cases, the district said 
Wednesday. Five measles cases have been confirmed in South Texas, four of which 
involve children younger than 2. Three of the cases are in the Houston area, one is in 
Galveston County and another is in Montgomery County. Vaccination remains the most 
effective method for preventing measles,” the health district said. “Measles is highly 
contagious and early identification remains a critical public health measure to reduce 
the spread of the disease.” The MMR vaccine protects against measles as well as 
mumps and rubella. Health officials recommend that children get two doses of the 
vaccine, the first at 12 to 15 months and the second at 4 to 6 years of age.

Restaurant Report Card for Week of February 8
Feb. 7, 6p.m., PKG, Taina Maya (2-minutes)
We told you about Waco’s Bella Luna Italian Bistro back in November when they made 
a 77. Now under new ownership, they failed with a 66 and were shut down. The owner 
didn't have a proper permit or running hot water. Rat droppings were seen near the 
vegetable sink, on top of a can of olives under the storage shelf and on top of the 
dishwasher. Shrimp and chicken were both warm and ground beef were being stored 
next to ready-to-eat foods. A waitress was making a salad without gloves and the cook 
didn't have a food handler license and there was no food manager on site. No word yet 
when they will reopen. Cotton Patch Cafe on South 31st Street in Temple gets a 91. 
They had to throw away raw chicken, hamburger meat, tilapia and steak that was in the 
cooler because it wasn't keeping things cold enough. The can opener blade was dirty, 
and they need to clean several food contact surfaces. This week's Clean Plate award 
goes to Bird Creek Burger Company in Temple. Kids eat free on Thursdays with 
purchase of an entree and fans are raving about their keto menu.

Temple: Residents excited about new downtown projects
Feb. 9, 10 p.m., PKG, Brandon Hamilton (2-minutes)
The talk of new projects in downtown Temple has many residents and businesses 
excited about the future. Alma Johnson has seen the many changes to downtown 
Temple over the years, from her childhood days to now. "When I was a child, downtown 
was the place to go. We all hung out, went to the dish shop, went to the movies, you 
know, the soda fountain at Woolworth,” she said. There are plans to renovate two 
properties at 101 and 112 South 1st Street. The two properties will be turned into a tap 
room, pizza shop, coffee house and space for outdoor dining and entertainment. "It’s 
just really exciting. To be able to come down here and eat, have lunch, have dinner and 



shop. I'm just, all my friends too, we're all excited about it,” Johnson said. Each property 
will be able to receive up to $115,000 in grant funds. The project bringing an added 
boost to the area, something that local businesses say they'll welcome.

KWTX ON-CALL EVENT: The Measles and The Flu - What You Need to Know
Feb. 13, 5p.m. & 6p.m., Live-Interviews, Tara Mergener (5-minutes)
The symptoms are similar, but the treatments are completely different. Join our KWTX 
On-Call Event this Wednesday from 5PM - 7PM as local medical professionals take 
your calls and emails about measles and the flu.

Restaurant Report Card for Week of February 8
Feb. 14, 6p.m., PKG, Taina Maya (2-minutes) 
The Golden Corral on South General Bruce Drive in Temple is back on the report card. 
This time they scored an 86. They had to throw away 10 pounds of raw chicken, 3 
pounds of potatoes, 5 pounds of raw beef patties and 10 pounds of yams because the 
food was expired and still in the walk-in cooler. In all, they tossed out 55 pounds of food. 
They also lost points for having broken lights above the buffet line and dirty food 
surfaces Delicias Meat Market in Killeen makes an 87. The inspector found a block of 
moldy cheese, but that wasn't all. Seven papayas and a pineapple was also growing 
mold and were thrown out. In the meat area, the inspector found a container of meat 
that wasn't properly covered from contamination of meat blood sitting above it. The fans 
were dirty and dusty, as well as the floor of the freezer that had meat blood. They were 
going to have a follow up and we'll keep you posted on how it goes. Sandwiches had to 
be thrown away at the Gholson Country Store because condensation was dripping on 
them in the cooler. Old unsold gravy was tossed out, no food manager was on site, the 
floor had several missing or broken tiles and needed to be cleaned and they were 
dumping mop water on the ground instead of putting it in the mop sink. They were re-
inspected five days later and had corrected all the violations except one--repairing the 
floor.

Temple: Don’t ignore heart symptoms, doctor says 
Feb. 21, 6p.m., PKG, Alex Cano (2-minutes)
Exercising can leave you a bit winded, but for Mary Kathrine Myers it was that shortness 
of breath that helped her discover a much bigger problem. In 2011, was diagnosed with 
a bicuspid aortic valve, an aortic valve that has only two leaflets, rather than three. “I 
thought the shortness of breath is just normal because nobody can breathe at that 
altitude,” Myers said. It was during a physical at Scott & White Medical Center in 
Temple, doctors recommended she undergo surgery. Bicuspid aortic valve stops the 
blood flow from the heart to the body, if left untreated, it can cause sudden death. “If 
someone says ‘Hey I’m having these symptoms, I’m having short of breath, is it 
allergies or is it a problem with my heart?’ but generally the heart has to work harder 
when you do more. So, if you are getting symptoms when you are trying to do activities 
those are the type of things we worry about,” Scott & White cardiologist Jeffrey Michael 
said. While some people who have it don't show symptoms, Michael says there are 



some signs, including the one that caught Mary by surprise officials confirm 
Central Texas measles case
Restaurant Report Card for Week of February 8
Mar.7, 6p.m., PKG, Taina Maya (2-minutes) 
The inspector noticed the tube that went from the soda fountain to the floor drain had 
foul smelling dirty water coming out of it and a thick slimy residue on the corners of the 
drain. They also had thick black grime in several places in the kitchen floor, the kitchen 
walls were dirty, and the handwashing sink near the raw chicken prep table had no 
soap. They had to be re-inspected three days later in-order-to get their permit renewed, 
which they passed with flying colors. El Ray Azteca Restaurant in McGregor got a 92. 
They lost points for not keeping their eggs and meat cold in the prep cooler. The 
restaurant was forced to throw them away. They also had a chemical spray bottle next 
to food and utensils were being stored in a container with food debris. They were 
quickly washed and put away. No follow up is required. The Dairy Queen in Elm Mott 
was recently inspected. They made an 83. They had ice scoops stored in dirty water at 
the drive-thru, no thermometer in the deep freezer, missing ceiling tiles and broken 
lights in the back area. 

Fort Hood: Operation Warrior Call looking to save veterans' lives 
Mar. 7, 9p.m. & 10p.m. Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Brandon Hamilton (4-minutes)
The men and women of our military protect the country every day. But, when they return 
from combat, veterans are often met with a feeling of emptiness. A feeling that could 
lead to depression and suicide. With Operation Warrior Call, veterans are being 
encouraged to check on each other – at least once a week -- to curb the suicide statistic 
of 22 deaths a day. Leroy Petry, a Medal of Honor recipient, knows firsthand the mental 
scars from combat. He lost his hand to a grenade. But his injury has become his 
motivation to help stop veteran suicides. “If we don’t take the time to take care of our 
self mentally and physically, then we can’t be the best soldier, not for ourselves, but to 
the people to our left and right,” he said. During an event Thursday on Fort Hood, 
soldiers learned more about Operation Warrior Call – which is an initiative by Feherty’s 
Troops First Foundation. 

Without more parent involvement, doctor worries plan to keep e-cigs way from teens 
won't do enough
Mar. 13, 6p.m., PKG, Kesha Lopez (2-minutes)
The U.S. Food and Drug Administration is moving ahead with a plan to keep e-
cigarettes out of the hands of teenagers by restricting sales of most flavored nicotine 
products stores and online, but one local doctor says the best line of defense is parental 
vigilance. "Kids have all kinds of ways to get away with stuff and so we as parents just 
have to be more vigilant about really checking backpacks. Checking who our kids are 
hanging out with. Check their social media, all those things to really see OK, what are 
they into,” Dr. Katherine Thaller, a pediatrician at Baylor Scott & White Hillcrest Medical 
Center, said She added while the government does what it can to tackle this problem, 
she maintained that talking to children at home is the first line of defense. Officials said 



there is a significant increase in teen tobacco users directly tied to e-cigarette use. The 
plan is in a 30-day comment period.

Belton: Video shows possible source of problem that closed fire station 
Mar. 13, 10p.m., Live-PKG, Brandon Hamilton (2-minutes)
It's been nearly five months since firefighters at Belton's Central Fire Station were 
forced to change work locations due to health hazards. Mold and moisture damage was 
found after reported issues and lack of air quality inside the building. “With abating the 
moisture damage, we had to take down the sheet rock and the insulation. So, that’s why 
you’re seeing the framing and the inside of the brick," said Angellia Points, director of 
public works and city engineer for Belton. But, another problem would soon be 
discovered. “As we were demolishing some of the interior components and cleaning up 
from all of the moisture damage, we discovered that there was an issue with the brick 
and that moisture and even water was getting through the brick and mortar," Points 
said. In video sent to KWTX, for the first time we are able to see the potential source of 
the moisture damage and mold issues inside the fire station. Water from a rain storm in 
late December was recorded in the video seeping through the brick wall. That 
discovery, while putting a damper in the original plans, allowed city officials to find the 
problem.

Waco: Some Food Truck Showdown vendors say they were shortchanged 
Mar. 18, 5p.m. & 6p.m., Live-VOSOT, Live-PKG, Kesha Lopez (4-minutes)
An estimated 25,000 people attended the fifth annual Texas Food Truck Showdown, 
Saturday in Waco, the Greater Waco Chamber of Commerce said Monday. The crowd 
apparently enjoyed the event, but some of the food truck operators who participated say 
think they were shortchanged. Shane McCoy, the owner of Mac Daddy's Grill, entered 
his food truck in the competition for the first time and says the experience left a bad 
taste in his mouth. McCoy says he didn't get all the money he was due for selling so 
many samples. "I was only paid $1,488 and that's on the low end of the tallies. That's 
not on the high end of how many boats I sold." He and many vendors used disposable 
containers they called boats to hold each sample. This year, visitors purchased 
preloaded debit cards to pay the vendors, who scanned the cards to keep track of the 
number of samples sold. McCoy challenged what the Magic Money devices show and 
what he counted on his own. He explained he asked for a printout of the sales, but as of 
Monday evening he had not gotten a response.

Behavioral health firm plans to build 48-bed Central Texas hospital 
Mar. 19, 6p.m., PKG, Kesha Lopez (2-minutes)
Oceans Healthcare, with 16 facilities in three states, will break ground Thursday for the 
48-bed Oceans Behavioral Hospital in Waco. The company says the hospital at 5931 
Crosslake Parkway near Baylor Scott & White Hillcrest Medical Center will have a staff 
of about 90 including clinical and non-clinical positions. “Our company has made a 
commitment to expand mental health treatment access and education in communities 
across Texas,” said Stuart Archer, CEO of Oceans Healthcare. “We are grateful for the 
opportunity now to share that commitment with the residents of McLennan County and 



look forward too many years serving as a trusted health care resource.” The hospital will 
provide inpatient and outpatient treatment for adults from 18 to 54 and for older 
residents, as well, managing depression, anxiety, behavioral disorders associated with 
early-stage Alzheimer’s or dementia, and other behavioral health issues, the company 
said in a press release Monday. The 15-year-old company has seven hospitals in 
Texas.

Restaurant Report Card for week of March 21
Mar. 21, 5:30 p.m., PKG, Taina Maya (2-minutes)
Jason's Deli in Waco just barely makes an A. The health department discovered the 
fridge behind the soups wasn't keeping food cold enough, so they had to throw away 
corn salsa, ranch and sliced tomatoes. Shrimp and salmon were in the cooler over 
ready to eat foods, which could cause cross contamination. They were re-inspected and 
had corrected all of the violations. The lowest score of the week goes to Taqueria 
Mexicano Midway on South General Bruce Drive in Temple. They made a 77. Twenty-
four pounds of canned tomato sauce had to be thrown out because the cans were 
dented. The Margarita spout had build-up and needed to be cleaned. They found rust 
on the dishwasher racks with clean dishes on them, and employees were using hand 
sanitizer after the restroom and before touching food when they should be washing their 
hands with soap and water. They will have a follow up soon and we'll let you know how 
they did. Cafe Latino on Rancier Avenue in Killeen lost points when the inspector 
opened the cooler and found raw chicken in a bag next to butter.


