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ARKANSAS EDUCATIONAL TELEVISION NETWORK 
FCC QUARTERLY REPORT 

  

Issues / Programs 
 

Time Period: July – September 2018 
 

 
 
 

Entered into Public Files on: 
October 5, 2018 

 
Contact: David Elmore 

AETN Viewer Services Coordinator 
501-682-4198, delmore@aetn.org 

 
 
This is the FCC Quarterly Report to be included in the Public Files. AETN Management has determined 
the following issues to be significant within the service areas of its six (6) television transmitters (the 
majority of the state of Arkansas) for the time period: July 1, 2018 – September 30, 2018.   
 
 

AETN’s six (6) television transmitters are: 

• KAFT-13 / Fayetteville 

• KEMV-6 / Mountain View 

• KETG-9 / Arkadelphia 

• KETS-2 / Little Rock 

• KETZ-12 / El Dorado 

• KTEJ-19 / Jonesboro 

 
 
The following list of example programs illustrates how AETN addressed these key issues:  

1. Arts & Culture 

2. Education 

3. Economics 

4. Environment 

5. Government / Politics / Law 
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6. Health / Health Care 

7. Minority Issues 

 

 

1.  ARTS & CULTURE 
 
 
 
Austin City Limits 
 

Airdate:  Saturdays:  July 7 – September 30, 2018 
Airtime:  11:00 p.m. 
Program Length: 60 minutes 
 
This long-running concert series features artists from every musical genre in a live-music setting. 
Originally created to shine a spotlight on original Texas music, the show has expanded its boundaries 
to encompass a wide range of styles and artists.   
 

 
Lost Squadron 
 

Airdate:           Monday: July 23, 2018  
Airtime:  6:30 p.m. 
Program Length:          30 minutes 
 
AETN proudly presents a documentary that profiles the restoration of a World War II P-38 For 50 
years, a squadron of six P-38s lay buried in the glacial ice of Greenland - time capsules left behind 
from World War II. 
 
Now, one of the P-38s has been recovered from its frozen tomb - piece by piece - and the hope is that 
it will fly again. 
 
"The Lost Squadron," a 30-minute documentary produced by the Arkansas Educational Television 
Network, follows the rescue of "Glacier Girl" from the ice of Greenland to its new home in 
Middlesboro, Ky., where it is being meticulously restored to its former glory. 
 
"The Lost Squadron" incorporates interviews with the former pilots who survived the World War II 
mission, vintage P-38 fighter plane video, dramatic home video taken at the glacier recovery site and 
still photos of the pilots at the crash site in 1942. 
 
The AETN documentary, in dramatic detail, tells the story of how on July 15, 1942, the P-38 and the 
rest of the squadron were enroute to Great Britain when thick clouds forced them to turn back. 
Running out of fuel, they made emergency landings on a glacier in Greenland. Pilot Brad McManus in 
the documentary tells how he landed first with his plane's wheels down but flipped his plane. 
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McManus was not hurt, but the rest of the pilots decided to belly land their planes. 
 
The last P-38 to touch down - now known as "Glacier Girl" - was flown in by the late Lt. Harry Smith. In 
David Hayes' book, The Lost Squadron, Smith recalls that he "feathered" his plane in without power to 
keep from damaging it. 
 
"Hold 'er off with the props, just turning til she stalls ... bump ... snow flies, the old crate slides along 
and that is all! Another landing! Didn't even bend the props," Smith said. 
 
The documentary recounts how the crew radioed an SOS for three days before their signal was picked 
up by an American weather station. Ten days after their emergency landing they were greeted by a 
rescue team on dog sled. They walked the 17 miles to a Coast Guard cutter on the Greenland shore. 
 
The still photos, which also add a sense of "being there" to the documentary, were taken with an old 
Kodak camera given to pilot Brad McManus before he left on the mission. His father, when giving him 
the camera, said that he might run into something interesting. "Fortunately, it took about 60 to 80 
pictures on the ice after we landed," McManus said. 
 
The Army Air Force never went back for the planes from the Lost Squadron, but treasure hunters and 
World War II enthusiasts have been intrigued with the possibilities of recovering them. In 1992, 
Shoffner, a Kentucky businessman and former Air Force fighter pilot, decided to act on his dream to 
recover a P-38. The program is full of actual footage shot at the start of this adventure. 
 
Camped out in tents on the Greenland ice cap, Shoffner, Cardin, and a team of explorers melted a 
268-foot tunnel straight down to the plane. Hot water hoses were used to melt an ice cave that 
revealed a surprisingly intact P-38. Then - piece by piece - the plane was taken apart and hauled up 
the hole to the top. It took four months to recover all the parts. 
 
Today, Shoffner's hangar in Middlesboro, Ky., is a living, working museum where those parts are being 
painstakingly put together. Veterans and plane lovers come from around the world to revel in the P-
38's restoration and remember its glory days. Soon, Shoffner hopes to have the plane completed and 
to fly it to Europe, following the route originally charted for The Lost Squadron. 
 
"Of all the planes in World War II, the one with the greatest following is the P-38. I can't explain why, 
except the guys that flew it loved the plane," McManus says in the documentary. 
 
Producer Larry Foley decided to create "The Lost Squadron" after visiting the "Glacier Girl" at its 
hanger in Middlesboro. He brought in Emmy-award winner Dale Carpenter ("Edge of Conflict: 
Arkansas in the Civil War") to videotape and edit the documentary. Foley and Carpenter are both 
independent producers and professors of journalism at the University of Arkansas at Fayetteville. 
 
"I walked in the door of this hangar, and I saw this World War II fighter plane. Then I looked to the left 
and saw all those pictures of how they recovered the plane, and I thought, 'I can't believe these guys 
did this! I have never seen anything like this in my life!'" Foley said of his initial reaction on visiting the 
hanger. 
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Foley said he immediately found project manager Bob Cardin and asked if anyone had shot any 
videotape of the recovery. Cardin said about 18 hours of video were recorded and that he and project 
financier Roy Shoffner were looking for someone to produce a documentary about it. 
 
"Within five minutes of me walking in the door, we were planning the documentary," Foley said. 
 
 
When Lightning Struck: Saga of An American War Plane 
 
Airdate:           Monday: July 30, 2018  
Airtime:  6:30 p.m. 
Program Length:          30 minutes 
 
This program tells the story of the brave flying aces who flew and fought from the P-38 Lightning, the 
fastest and fiercest war bird of World War II. WHEN LIGHTNING STRUCK: SAGA OF AN AMERICAN 
WAR PLANE interviews some of the leading flying aces of World War II, ground crew members and 
current P-38 owners. Through vintage film and anecdotes, like that of Charles O'Sullivan, who was 
shot down in New Guinea and taken captive by a blood-drinking tribe, the program tells the 
remarkable history of the plane the Nazis called "the forked- tailed devil." 
 
 
The Jim Lindsey Story 
 

Airdate:           Sunday, July 22, 2018  
Airtime:  12:30 p.m.  
Program Length:          30 minutes 
 
The history of Arkansas Razorback football is composed of legends, and without a doubt, Jim Lindsey 
is one of its most successful players--on and off the field. Lindsey won a national championship, 
became an NFL captain, and built a thriving real-estate empire across the South.  
  
Narrated by Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones, "The Jim Lindsey Story" begins in the Arkansas Delta. 
Back then, Lindsey was simply a small boy who dreamt of playing ball. Weekdays were spent in the 
cotton fields, and weekends were used for cow-pasture baseball. In time, that boy grew up to be a 
very big man. Lindsey led the Razorbacks to one of the most dominant winning streaks of the 1960s, 
played in Super Bowl IV, and parlayed his NFL signing bonus into a sizable fortune. 
 
 
John McDonnell – The Greatest Coach Ever! 
 

Airdate:           Sunday, July 22, 2018  
Airtime:  1:00 p.m.  
Program Length:          30 minutes 
 
From 1972-2008, John McDonnell coached the University of Arkansas to 40 National Track and Field 
Championships. It is a record that may never be broken--or challenged.  
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"The Greatest Coach-Ever" is a 26-minute documentary about the life and career of this native of 
County Mayo, Ireland, who was national coach of the year 30 times, coaching the Razorbacks to 84 
Conference Championships in cross country, indoor and outdoor track. 
 
 
Barnes and…”A Conversation with…” 
 

Airdate:           Thursdays, August 2 – 30, 2018 
Airtime:  6:30 p.m. 
Airdate:           Mondays, September 3 – 24, 2018 
Airtime:  6:30 p.m. 
Program Length:          30 minutes 
 
Barnes and a Conversation with…” in production for more than 20 years, is a cutting-edge current 
affairs program featuring conversations with a variety of prominent individuals from many interests 
and backgrounds. This AETN public affairs series is hosted by veteran journalist Steve Barnes.  This 
quarter’s guests are:  Stanley Nelson, Frank Abagnale, Col. Karen Lloyd, Betsy Singleton Snyder, Anne 
Farris Rosen, Randall Woods, and Ray Moseley.  Funding for "Barnes and A Conversation with…" is 
provided by The Moving Image Trust Fund. 
 
 
Student Selects: A Young Filmmaker’s Showcase; Parts 1-4 
 

Airdate:           Fridays, September 7 – 28, 2018  
Airtime:  6:30 p.m.  
Program Length:          30 minutes 
 
The Arkansas Educational Television Network's "Student Selects: A Young Filmmakers Showcase" is a 
program for kindergarten through 12th grade students, created to highlight the bright future of 
Arkansas's youngest filmmakers. We encourage all types of submissions! Categories include: 
documentary, narrative (short or full-length fiction film or sitcom, etc.), animation (hand-drawn, 
Claymation, Flash, stop-motion, etc.) and music videos, but what you submit is only limited to your 
creativity and imagination. The program, now in its twelfth year, premieres chosen films on AETN and 
on AETN.org to extend the life of the films and allow people from across the state and beyond to 
access the work. 
 
Plan to enter your student film into AETN Student Selects and be eligible for amazing opportunities to 
get your film screened beyond the classroom, compete for scholarships, and earn cash prizes!  
Student Selects: A Young Filmmaker’s Showcase is supported by the Thea Foundation, Arkansas 
Historic Places, and the Hot Springs Documentary Film Festival. 
 
 
 
 

2.  EDUCATION 
 



FCC Quarterly Issues-Programs Report from AETN                                     July – September 2018 6 

 
Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood 
 

Airdate:  Weekdays: July 2 – September 28, 2018 
Airtime:  8:30 a.m. and 9:00 a.m. 
Program Length: 30 minutes 
 
This weekday award-winning animated children's television series targets preschool-aged children.  
Two 11-minute segments are linked by a common socio-emotional theme, such as disappointment 
and sadness or anger, or being thankful and appreciative. The theme also uses a musical motif phrase, 
which the show calls "strategy songs", to reinforce the theme and help children remember the life 
lessons. 
 
 
Peg+Cat 
 

Airdate:  Weekdays: July 2 – September 28, 2018 
Airtime:  11:30 a.m. 
Program Length: 30 minutes 
 
The weekday show is targeted to children 3 to 5 years old. The goal is to "inspire preschoolers’ natural 
curiosity about math and help them develop new skills and strategies for solving problems creatively 
in their daily lives."  In keeping with the math theme, the animation is presented as if it were drawn 
on graph paper. 
 
 
Ready Jet Go! 
 

Airdate:  Weekdays: July 2 – September 28, 2018 
Airtime:  6:00 a.m.  
Program Length: 30 minutes 
 
This animated, weekday series for 3-8-year-olds focuses on astronomy, scientific exploration, 
innovation and invention, and Earth as it is affected by our solar system. The show is about two 
neighborhood kids – one with an all-consuming drive for science fact and another with an 
overwhelming passion for science fiction – along with new kid on their street, Jet Propulsion, whose 
family happens to be aliens from Bortron 7.  
 
The comedy series teaches kids a variety of Earth science concepts as well as an introductory 
explanation of innovation, astronomy, and our solar system.   
 
 
Sesame Street 
 

Airdate:  Weekdays: July 2 – September 28, 2018 
Airtime:  12:00 p.m. 
Program Length: 30 minutes 
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This award-winning weekday series delivers academic and social education that prepares kids for 
grade school. Since its premiere, the show's base curriculum has been set by academic research on 
preschoolers. Encore episodes focus on music and art and how these tools can be used to develop the 
whole child – the cognitive, social, emotional, and physical attributes.  
 
In addition, the "Elmo's World" segment looks at the world through the eyes of a three-year-old, 
continues as a featured segment. Themes include birthdays, pets, teeth, families, games and more.   
 
 
Wild Kratts 
 

Airdate:  Weekdays: July 2 – September 28, 2018 
Airtime:  2:30 p.m., and 3:00 p.m. 
Program Length: 30 minutes 
 
The weekday show's aim is to educate children about biology, zoology, and ecology, and teach kids 
small ways to make big impacts.  The basic plot of an episode is usually to save the animals or an 
animal from a situation, be it villains, general human influence, or confusion on a baby animal's part.  
 
 
 

3. ECONOMICS  
 
 
 
Agri Arkansas 
 

Airdate:  Sundays: July 29 – September 30, 2018 
Airtime:  12:00 p.m. 
Program Length: 30 minutes 
 
Produced by AETN, "Agri Arkansas" is a celebration of agriculture in Arkansas, featuring experts, 
innovators, and challenges all present in the state's largest industry. It is designed to celebrate 
agriculture in Arkansas and develop conversations on complex issues. Each episode features segments 
from around the state of Arkansas and discussions with experts. Former news anchor and veteran 
reporter Tony Brooks hosts the series. 
 
 
America’s Heartland 
 

Airdate:  Sundays: July 29 – September 30, 2018 
Airtime:  11:30 a.m. 
Program Length: 30 minutes 
 
This weekly magazine-style series give consumers an inside look at the people and processes involved 
in bringing food, fuel, and fiber to those in the United States and around the world.  The series’ 
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producers and reporters have brought viewers informative and compelling stories about farm 
families, agricultural technology, consumer issues, animal welfare, environmental concerns, organic 
farming, and crop sustainability to demonstrate the impact that American agriculture has on a global 
economy.  
 
 
Market to Market 
 

Airdate:  Sundays: July 29 – September 30, 2018 
Airtime:  11:00 a.m. 
Program Length: 30 minutes 
 
From global trade conflicts to environmental controversies and changing technologies and emerging 
enterprises, this series explains the issues and illuminates the alternatives that challenge rural 
America. The program examines the trends that confront Main Street, from the growth of rural outlet 
malls, to community-based economic development efforts, the dispersion of health care, and the 
growing demands of environmental regulation. 
 
 
 

4. ENVIRONMENT 
 
 
 
Exploring Arkansas 
    

Airdate:  Wednesdays:  July 4 – September 26, 2018 
Airtime:  6:30 p.m. 
Program Length: 30 minutes 
 
This program highlights Arkansas activities and focuses on the extreme adventures available in the 
Natural State. Each episode includes high adventure and outdoor recreation, featuring some of the 
most breathtaking and spectacular sights in Arkansas. Most shows re-aired the following Sunday at 
5:00 p.m. 
 
 
Nature 
    

Airdate:  Wednesdays:  January 3 – March 28, 2018 
Airtime:  7:00 p.m. 
Program Length: 60 minutes 
 
This award-winning wildlife television program consists of documentaries about various animals and 
ecosystems.  Consistently stunning documentaries transport viewers to far-flung locations ranging 
from the torrid African plains to the chilly splendors of icy Antarctica.  
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The show's primary focus is on animals and ecosystems around the world. This quarter featured 
shows on India’s Wandering Lions, Nature’s Perfect Partners, Wild France, Owl Power.  
 
 
NOVA 
    

Airdate:  Wednesdays:  July 4 – September 26, 2018 
Airtime:  8:00 p.m. 
Program Length: 60 minutes 
 
This award-winning science series is the most-watched prime time science series on American 
television, reaching an average of five million viewers weekly.  Now in its fourth decade of production, 
the series remains committed to producing in-depth science programming in the form of one-hour 
documentaries and long-form mini-series, from the latest breakthroughs in technology to the deepest 
mysteries of the natural world.   
 
This quarter featured shows about Treasures of the Earth: Gems, Treasures of the Earth: Metals, 
Treasures of the Earth: Power, Making North America: Origins, Making North America: Life, Making 
North America: Human, The Origami Revolution, Transplanting Hope, Secrets of the Shining Knight, 
Iceman Reborn. 
 
 
Arkansas’ Natural Heritage 
 
Airdate:  Monday:  July 16, 2018 
Airtime:  6:30 p.m. 
Program Length: 30 minutes 
 
Arkansas is blessed with an abundance of natural resources and supports many self-maintaining 
ecosystems. Nature has balanced animal and plant life in exquisite, prairies, forests, swamps, and 
glades that dot the Arkansas landscape. Efforts to protect the state's rich natural diversity result in an 
uncommon treasure as a legacy for future generations of Arkansans. Private landowners, government 
agencies, and the public all benefit from a working partnership to protect and preserve the dwindling 
number of truly natural places in Arkansas. 
 
Arkansas' Natural Heritage, which premiered Thursday, January 28, 1999 on AETN, features some of 
Arkansas' natural areas, highlighting their uniqueness and value to all Arkansans. Former U.S. Sen. 
Dale Bumpers narrates the 30-minute program. 
 
The Arkansas Natural Heritage Commission was established in 1973 to preserve the natural diversity 
of Arkansas. Since then, 55 pieces of land, encompassing 25,000 acres, have been purchased to 
preserve exemplary natural communities and habitat for threatened plants and animals throughout 
the state. This AETN program visits several of Arkansas' preserved areas, including Kings River Falls, 
Searles Prairie, Cossatot River/State Park Natural Area, Falcon Bottoms, Warren Prairie, Benson Creek 
and Flanagan Prairie. 
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5. GOVERNMENT / POLITICS / LAW 
 
 
 
Arkansas Week 
     

Airdate:  Fridays: July 6 – September 28, 2018 
Airtime:  7:30 p.m. 
Airdate:  Sunday: July 1 – September 30, 2018 
Airtime:  10:00 a.m. 
Program Length: 30 minutes 
 
Arkansas Week, an AETN weekly production, features veteran journalist Steve Barnes and a dedicated, 
distinguished group of Arkansas journalists giving knowledge and insight on the issues in the news. 
Episodes are repeated the following Sunday at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
BBC World News 
 

Airdate:  Weekdays: July 2 – September 28, 2018 
Airtime:  10:00 pm & 11:00 p.m. 
Program Length: 30 minutes 
 
This series from the British Broadcasting Corporation features current political events around the 
world and in the USA from an international viewpoint.     
 
 
Frontline 
 
Airdate:  Tuesdays: July 3 – February 27, 2018 
Airtime:  9:00 p.m.  
Program Length: 60 to 120 minutes per episode 
 
This critically acclaimed, award-winning public affairs television series produces and broadcasts in-
depth documentaries about various subjects.  Among various episodes, this quarter featured are: 
Trump’s Takeover, Blackout in Puerto Rico, UN Sex Abuse Scandal, An American Family Escaping ISIS, 
Documenting Hate: Charlottesville, Our Man In Tehran, American Patriot, Left Behind America, 
Weinstein. 
 
 
PBS NewsHour 
 

Airdate:  Weekdays: July 2 – September 28, 2018 
Airtime:  5:30 p.m.  
Program Length: 60 minutes 
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This award-winning program is known for its in-depth coverage of issues and current events with a 
highly objective and thoughtful approach and goes beyond the headline journalism of most broadcast 
television and partisanship of most cable news channels. 
 
 
Washington Week 
     

Airdate:  Fridays: July 6 – September 28, 2018 
Airtime:  7:00 p.m. 
Program Length: 30 minutes 
 
This long-running PBS public affairs series featured Washington's top journalists analyzing the week's 
top news stories, and their effect on the lives of all Americans. 
 
 
 

6. HEALTH / HEALTHCARE 
 
 
 
Cooking on the Wild Side 
 
Airdate:  Tuesdays: July 2 – September 25, 2018 
Airtime:  6:30 p.m. 
Program Length: 30 minutes 
 
The weekly AETN locally produced show provides viewers with recipes and helpful tips on cooking 
outdoors with wild game, fish, vegetables, and desserts. 
 
 
Classical Stretch 
 

Airdate:  Monday – Saturdays:  July 2 – September 30, 2018 
Airtime:  5:30 a.m. 
Program Length: 30 minutes 
 
With a focus on overall wellness as well as physical fitness, Classical Stretch belongs to a new 
generation of exercise programming. Each episode features a new method of stretching the entire 
body, gently and artistically – the first comprehensive, overall stretching program created for public 
television.  
 
 
Sit and Be Fit 
    

Airdate:  Saturdays:  July 7 – September 29, 2018 
Airtime:  6:00 a.m. 
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Program Length: 30 minutes 
 
Each week, this program addresses the gentle exercise needs of seniors and those with physical 
limitations. Elements of the show include a section devoted to viewer health concerns, exercises set 
to age-appropriate music, relaxation techniques, and strengthening and stretching routines using a 
variety of easy-to-use items around the home. 
 
 
Yoga with Andrea 
    

Airdate:  Saturdays:  July 7 – September 29, 2018 
Airtime:  6:30 a.m. 
Program Length: 30 minutes 
 
Andrea Fournet from Arkansas Yoga Center leads viewers through vinyasas and poses to inspire a 
healthier life. Options and modifications are given for beginning and advanced yogis.  
 
 
108 Degrees (Critical Response) 
 
Airdate:  Sunday:  July 22, 2018 
Airtime:  1:30 p.m. 
Program Length: 60 minutes 
 
"108°: Critical Response" addresses the dangers of heat illness in high school sports. Through personal 
testimonies from families who have been affected by exertional heat stroke and interviews with 
coaches, certified athletic trainers, kinesiologists, and other medical professionals, "108°: Critical 
Response" looks at the seriousness of heat illness and its underlying causes, as well as how to treat 
and prevent exertional heat illness. 
 
Featured in the film are three young victims of heat illness, only one of whom survived. Kendrick 
Fincher of Rogers and Tyler Davenport of Lamar died of heat stroke while practicing football in the 
summer months, while Will James of Little Rock received treatment and survived. Parents Rhonda 
Fincher, Mark and Tina Davenport, and Patti James all appear in the documentary. 
 
"The information contained in this film is potentially lifesaving," AETN Executive Director Allen 
Weatherly said. "'108°: Critical Response' is important viewing for coaches, players, parents and 
anyone else who is involved in activities in high temperature environments. 
 
AETN produced "108°: Critical Response" in response to Act 1214 of 2011. Sen. Keith Ingram, formerly 
a representative, of West Memphis and Rep. Mark Perry of Jacksonville sponsored the bill, and the 
Davenport family was instrumental in getting it passed. The act requires coaches to complete training 
in heat illness. 
 
Experts interviewed include: Brendon McDermott, professor of kinesiology, University of Arkansas; 
Dean Weber, former head athletic trainer, University of Arkansas; Michele Moss, ICU physician, 
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Arkansas Children's Hospital; Todd Ross, certified athletic trainer, OrthoSurgeons/Pulaski Academy in 
Little Rock; Kevin Kelley, head football coach, Pulaski Academy; Perry Escalante, head football coach, 
Heritage High School in Rogers; Doug Blevins, band director, Heritage High School; and Walters. 
 
Filming of "108°: Critical Response" took place at Rogers High School, Heritage High School, Pulaski 
Academy, Arkansas Children's Hospital, the University of Arkansas, and the University of Central 
Arkansas where students took part in a recreation of heat illness scenarios. 
 
 
Bell Ringer: The Invisible Brain Injury 
 
Airdate:  Sunday:  July 22, 2018 
Airtime:  2:30 p.m. 
Program Length: 60 minutes 
 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, as many as 3.8 million brain injuries 
occur in athletics every year – and these are more common among children and students than star 
athletes. Through interviews with former professional athletes, medical experts, and renowned 
researchers, "Bell Ringer" describes the short-term effects and long-term risks of concussions, 
explaining how to handle them when they occur and the best methods of preventing them altogether. 
 
"We often hear about concussions in professional football, but they can be a problem in any sport, at 
any age," AETN Executive Director Allen Weatherly said. "AETN produces programs like 'Bell Ringer' to 
help inform Arkansas educators, students and families and positively impact health and safety in our 
state." 
 
AETN produced "Bell Ringer" in response to The Arkansas Concussion Protocol Act of 2013, as well as 
Act 1214 of 2011, which requires coaches to complete training on concussions. 
 
"We have to all work together to identify those scenarios and situations that can be dangerous to 
student athletes," Joey Walters, deputy director of the Arkansas Activities Association, said. "With a 
concussion, the most important thing is when you suspect that you've had some kind of trauma, 
that's when you need to have attention." 
 
"Just the suspicion of having a concussion, [athletes] should not return [to the sport] until evaluated, 
because that's how serious it is. You cannot ignore concussions; you cannot ignore the effect they 
have on students." 
 
Featured in the film are: 
Michelle Akers, two-time World Cup champion and FIFA Female Player of the Century, U.S. Women's 
National Soccer Team. 
 
Monte Coleman, three-time Super Bowl champion, head football coach for the University of Arkansas 
at Pine Bluff. 
 
Dr. Robert Abraham, neurosurgeon, NEA Baptist Memorial Hospital. 
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Dave Halstead, cofounder and technical director, Southern Impact Research Center. 
 
Christy Rasico, mother of Zack Towers of Star City who died after a traumatic brain injury. 
 
Ty Towers, brother of Zack Towers, who recently finished his senior season on the Ouachita Baptist 
University football team. 
 
Tom Talavage, Ph.D., professor of biomedical engineering, Purdue University. 
 
Mike Oliver, executive director, National Operating Committee on Standards for Athletic Equipment. 
 
Jason Cates, head athletic trainer, Cabot Public School District. 
 
Chad Williams, certified athletic trainer, North Little Rock High School. 
 
Terry DeWitt, Ph.D., president, Arkansas Athletic Trainers' Association, and athletic training 
coordinator, Ouachita Baptist University. 
 
Billy Elmore, Heads Up Football master trainer and head football coach, West Memphis High School. 
Joey Walters, deputy director, Arkansas Activities Association. 
 
Filming of "Bell Ringer" took place at Ouachita Baptist University, University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff, 
University of Central Arkansas, North Little Rock High School, Hall High School, West Memphis High 
School and Cabot High School. 
 
 
 

7. MINORITY ISSUES 
 
 
 
To the Contrary with Bonnie Erbe 
 

Airdate:  Sundays:  July 1 – September 30, 2018 
Airtime:  9:30 a.m. 
Program Length: 30 minutes 
 
This weekly news analysis program is the only woman-centered national news/talk show on 
television. Dedicated to the premise that women of all ethnic backgrounds and political persuasions 
are an important part of the national dialogues, the series provides a platform for the multifaceted 
views of involved, informed women journalists and commentators. Topics range from women’s health 
to family issues to women in the workplace, the environment, women in finance, and education. 
 
 
Deeper Look: The American Dream in Arkansas   
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Airdate:  Monday: July 9, 2018 
Airtime:  11:30 p.m. 
Program Length: 30 minutes 
 
In "A Deeper Look: The American Dream in Arkansas," AETN visits two cities facing unique struggles. 
Most would agree that Blytheville and Pine Bluff have both seen better times - bustling downtown 
areas, vibrant social scenes, and good economies. The downtown streets of both cities are eerily quiet 
these days. Once beautiful, ornate buildings sit exposed to the elements. Reflecting on the glory days 
of these cities, it would appear that the American dream in Arkansas is dead or dying. AETN looks 
deeper by spending two weeks immersed in each city, uncovering stories that shed light on the state 
of the American dream in Arkansas. The result is a half-hour examination of the state of the American 
dream in the Arkansas Delta. 
 
"A Deeper Look: The American Dream in Arkansas" is part of the national initiative "Chasing the 
Dream: Poverty and Opportunity in America," which aims to give a deeper understanding of the 
impact of poverty on American society and solutions to bring people out of poverty. 
 
 
Deeper Look: The Poverty Divide in Arkansas 
 
Airdate:  Monday: July 2, 2018 
Airtime:  6:30 p.m. 
Program Length: 30 minutes 
 
According to the USDA, Arkansas has a poverty rate of 18.9 percent and a child poverty rate of 26 
percent, with poverty levels continuing to rise throughout the state. AETN is working to further the 
discussion about poverty and opportunity in Arkansas in "A Deeper Look: The Poverty Divide in 
Arkansas." 
 
This program will address the struggles of those living in poverty in the state and the organizations 
and resources available to help. A family will share their story of survival in trying times, and other 
segments will focus on Veterans Villages of America, poverty in urban and rural areas, food insecurity 
and more. 
 
Segments Include: 
Arkansas poverty statistics. According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the national poverty rate is 15 
percent, and Arkansas is at 19 percent. Research from Arkansas Advocates for Children and Families 
shows that 183,000 children (one in four) in the state are in poverty, while the U.S. Census Bureau 
found 21,000 veterans in poverty. In January 2016, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development reported 2,560 people were homeless in Arkansas. This segment features Gregory L. 
Hamilton, Ph.D., senior research economist for the UALR Institute for Economic Advancement. 
 
Poverty in rural and urban areas. Urban and rural areas face unique struggles in poverty. Population 
and available resources create obstacles. Our House in Little Rock, a program for homeless and nearly 
homeless people, has access to many more resources than it would in a rural area, but it also gets far 
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more requests than it can handle. Heifer USA, a division of Heifer International, is helping people in 
rural areas develop small farms in their own communities, but with complicated logistics, it isn't 
possible to help as many people as a program in an urban area. Those interviewed include: Patrick 
Tufford, Our House client; Georgia Mjartan, executive director, and Justin Sanders, director of client 
services, Our House; Ben Wihebrink, director of operations, Heifer USA; Cody Hopkins, general 
manager, Grass Roots Farmers' Cooperative in Clinton; Kerry Harrington, The Other Side Farm in 
Marshall. 
 
Veterans in poverty. Housing affordability is the greatest housing problem among veterans, and HUD 
estimates that approximately 361 Arkansas veterans are homeless. This segment features retired U.S. 
Army Col. Mike Ross and his organization Veterans Villages of America, which strives to bring services 
together for veterans in need. Among those the organization is helping is World War II veteran 
Theoda "Uncle Jack" Butler, who at 90 years old needed assistance with repairs to his home. Also 
featured is Afghanistan war veteran Taylor LaBue, whose personal story of PTSD caused difficulties 
when he returned home. LaBue founded Veterans Impact − Central Arkansas Veterans Mental Health 
Council and shares how his advocacy work with veterans has given him support and purpose. 
 
Families in poverty. Thomas and Louise Bolton, along with their five children, struggle to make ends 
meet in one of the highest crime areas in Little Rock. Thomas provides their only source of income, 
working 16 hours-a-day shuttling Medicaid patients from one appointment to the next. Louise looks 
for work herself, filling out countless applications, but a felony arrest from her youth plagues her. 
Unable to find a job, she focuses on furthering her education, recently obtaining an associate degree, 
as she hopes to put her past behind her. With bills stacking up, including a recent eviction notice, the 
Boltons hold to one another, more thankful for what they have than what they do not. 
 
"A Deeper Look: The Poverty Divide in Arkansas" is part of the national initiative "Chasing the Dream: 
Poverty and Opportunity in America," which aims to give a deeper understanding of the impact of 
poverty on American society and solutions to bring people out of poverty. 
 
 
 


