
KNCT QUARTERLY ISSUES REPORT 
(July, August, September 2022) 

This report was compiled by KNCT-FM Program Director Gary Emmert.  Below is an example of what KNCT and 
the news department broadcasts in response to community needs, issues and challenges.

All Along the Bell Tower – Every Weekday at 8am on NestFM, host Gary Emmert discusses local and national 
news and welcomes guests on this 10 to 15-minute program.

Centex Sustains - Every Monday at 6:15pm, host Christine Luciano discusses different topics of sustainable living 
for the purpose of educating our listeners on recycling, reusing, and other planet friendly steps everyone can do 
while also saving money. Each program is approximately five minutes in length.

Hobby Memorial Library Update – Every Tuesday at 6:15pm, host Cindy Oser discusses upcoming events put 
together by Central Texas College’s library.  Each program discusses topics vital to the community and school.  
Each episode is normally 5 minutes in length.

Local Spotlight – Every weekday at 11:30am, our host Gary Emmert discusses interesting and “feel good” stories 
and events happening in the Central Texas area.  Each show is two minutes in length and aired twice a day.

On the Dock - Every Wednesday and Friday at 6:15pm, our host Rick Smith covers information about fishing, 
game, wildlife, and other outdoor recreation news in the area.  The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department works 
hand in hand with Mr. Smith to create and produce these episodes, which normally last 5 minutes in length.  

Public Service Announcements - News and information on prevention and safety warnings for listeners as well as 
community events for non-profit organizations in Killeen, Fort Hood, Copperas Cove, Harker Heights, Georgetown, 
Round Rock, and Austin areas.  These messages are performed hourly and last about 30-60 seconds each.

The Senior Report - Recorded and produced every week and aired on Saturday mornings at 9:20am, host Joyce 
Mayer informs local senior citizens and their family members with pertinent news and information about health, 
education, and recreation in the KNCT-FM listening area.  Each program is 30 minutes in length.

The USO Report - Each Sunday at 1:30pm, the Center Director of Fort Hood’s USO informs our listeners of events 
and programs designed to assist Soldiers, Veterans, and their family members in the KNCT-FM listening area.  Each 
episode is approximately five minutes in length.

Voice of Texas Veterans - Every Sunday at 3:30pm, host Julia Conner features services offered by the Texas 
Veterans Commission, a state agency that offers free services to Veterans in the state of Texas.  Each episode is 
approximately 10 minutes in length.

Weather - Bill Hecke has been KNCT’s meteorologist for over 36 years, providing multiple weather reports and 
hourly updates each day for our listeners.  In addition to his expert weather coverage, Bill addresses hot and cold 
weather safety concerns.  He also promotes wellness clinics that offer free healthcare for children in the area and 
animal shelters that need help finding homes for our four-legged friends.  Altogether, Mr. Hecke gives about 40 
minutes of weather and public service coverage per day. 



Quarterly Issues/Program List Below is a list of some of the significant issues responded to by 91.3 
KNCT-FM in Killeen, Texas, along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for 
the period of April 1, 2022 through June 30, 2022.  This list is by no means exhaustive. The order in 
which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance.

Description of Issue Program/Segment Date Time Duration Narration of Type and Description of 
Program/Segment 

The AGE Computer Lab is 
revamping and will
relaunch in 2022 with new 
seminars and  opportunities.

The Senior Report 7/2/22 9:20am 25 minutes The AGE Computer Lab provides hands-on learning in a state-
of-the-art computer center, taught and guided by a group of 
retired technology and education experts, all volunteers. This 
supportive learning and assistive environment gently coaches 
adults to learn and use technology to its fullest. 

The AGE Computer Lab offers classes that help older adults 
remain active participants in their community and enrich their 
lives, with seminars offered at various times throughout the 
year.  The Lab staff and volunteers also offer one-on-one 
assistance for a small fee, to help older adults tackle their 
technology challenges and access.

Is a VA Home Loan right for 
you?

Voice of Texas Veterans 7/3/22 3:30pm 10 minutes The Executive Director of the VA Home Loan Guaranty 
Program talks to us about VA Home Loans, and how veterans 
and active duty service members can use the program. This 
info could be your ticket to a new home!! Get VA home loan 
information here. Get Texas Veterans Land Board information 
here.

Drawn Hunt Permit 
Applications

On the Dock 7/6/22 6:15pm 5 minutes New opportunities and scenery are available to hunters this fall 
through the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s (TPWD) 
drawn hunt permits program, now accepting applications for a 
shot at almost 10,000 permits in 62 hunt categories.

The permits allow drawn hunts on both public and private 
lands throughout Texas. Among the offerings available 
through the online system are hunts for white-tailed and mule 
deer, pronghorn, turkey, alligator, dove and guided packages 
for exotic species and bighorn sheep.

Commercial Gulf Shrimp 
Season Opens Friday, July 15

On the Dock 7/8/22 6:15pm 5 minutes The Gulf of Mexico commercial shrimp season for both state 
and federal waters will reopen 30 minutes after sunset on 
Friday, July 15, 2022. Biologists evaluate the biological, social 
and economic impact when deciding the opening date to 
maximize the benefits to the industry and the public.

In making its determination, the Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department’s (TPWD) Coastal Fisheries Division used the 
best available data from samples collected during routine 
trawls and bag seines in June.

Memory Connections Online 
Program

The Senior Report 7/9/22 9:20am 25 minutes AGE of Central Texas is offering a new program of innovative 
virtual services for older adults and care partners to help you 
thrive.  Memory Connections Online is a new subscription 
based program offering engaging, small group activities up to 
5 days per week.

Activities are evidence informed and designed specifically for 
those experiencing mild-moderate memory loss or changes in 
cognition.

Did you serve? Saying yes can 
open up a world of support.

Voice of Texas Veterans 7/10/22 3:30pm 10 minutes The Texas Veterans Commission is trying to make it easier for 
veterans to connect with their communities and veteran 
services.  The Veterans Mental Health Department is working 
on two campaigns now. The 'Faith and Allegiance Initiative' 
and the 'Did you Serve?' Campaign. Listen as John Wilson, our 
Community and Faith Based Coordinator explains how it all 
works. Click here for the Veterans Mental Health Department.

Texas Game Wardens Wrap 
up Another Busy July Fourth 
Weekend of Statewide 
Enforcement

On the Dock 7/13/22 6:15pm 5 minutes As Texans hit the waterways across the state to recognize July 
Fourth, Texas Game Wardens were out in force to ensure 
everyone stayed safe on the water.

“Texas Game Wardens partnered with thousands of law 
enforcement agencies across the country for Operation Dry 
Water to focus on impacts of alcohol on boaters during high-
traffic weekends like July 4th,” said Cody Jones, Assistant 
Commander for Marine Enforcement with the Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department. “These efforts are represented in the 
work we did during the July 4th weekend.”

In addition to issuing 1,560 citations and 1,976 warnings for 
various boating safety law violations, wardens arrested 49 



individuals for Boating While Intoxicated (BWI) and filed 
eight other charges for Driving While Intoxicated (DWI). 
Additionally, another 23 people were arrested for various other 
charges.

Join Texas Parks & Wildlife 
Magazine’s Great Outdoor 
Scavenger Hunt for Fun 
Summer Adventure

On the Dock 7/15/22 6:15pm 5 minutes Summer’s going by fast but there’s still time to jump in the car 
for an unforgettable road trip, near home or across the state.

The Texas Parks & Wildlife magazine’s Great Outdoor 
Scavenger Hunt (GOSH) returns for a third year of carefree 
fun across Texas. Travel to various locations on the 
magazine’s list, take a selfie and post it with the hashtag 
#GOSH2022. Discover history, wildlife, parks, waterways and 
quirky attractions — plus some classic eateries to visit and an 
iconic Texas soundtrack on Spotify and Apple Music as a 
“bonus” to enjoy along the way.

Medicare Savings Programs 
Can Save Enrollees Thousands

The Senior Report 7/16/22 9:20am 25 minutes In an effort to remove barriers to people’s ability to participate 
in the Medicare Savings Programs, AARP Foundation has 
started an outreach campaign and is funding local 
organizations like SC Thrive in an effort to make more people 
aware of the MSPs. The campaign has started in three states 
(Alabama, Mississippi and South Carolina), and the foundation 
hopes to expand it in the coming months. To find out if you 
qualify for these programs, call AARP Foundation at 855-510-
2107 and you will be directed to a resource in your state that 
can answer questions and help you apply. Each state also has a 
State Health Insurance Assistance Program (SHIP) with 
counselors who can walk Medicare beneficiaries through the 
steps to apply for an MSP.

VA pension for veterans and 
survivors can make a 
difference.

Voice of Texas Veterans 7/17/22 3:30pm 10 minutes VA pensions provide monthly payments to qualified veterans, 
surviving spouses and unmarried dependent children. 
Recipients must meet eligibility requirements and certain 
income limits set by Congress. Listen to find out if you 
qualify, and set up an appointment with a TVC Claims 
Benefits Advisor who can help you file and provide more 
information.

Drought and Water 
Conservation

CenTex Sustains 7/18/22 6:15pm 5 minutes So, why should we conserve water? Well, according to the 
Brazos River Authority conserving water can be one of the 
easiest and most effective ways to positively impact our 
environment as well as our communities. Practicing water 
conservation can be as easy as shutting off the faucet while 
brushing your teeth or it can be as involved as installing water-
conserving toilets in your house. Every little bit helps.
 
Another reason to conserve water is saving money. Water 
conservation can save you money in a variety of ways, but one 
of the easiest ways you can see the positive effects of water 
conservation on your pockets is by fixing leaks in your home. 
According to the EPA the average household’s leaks waste 
around 10,000 gallons of water, adding up to a national 
average of 1 trillion gallons of water waste each year.

New Greater Roadrunner 
Conservation License Plate 
Available for Texas Drivers

On the Dock 7/20/22 6:15pm 5 minutes The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) launched 
the long-awaited greater roadrunner conservation license plate 
today. The plate will raise money to help support and expand 
wildlife viewing programs and habitat conservation work in 
Texas.

“The greater roadrunner is an iconic image for Texans that can 
be seen in every county of the state and is one of the toughest 
birds around—it’s even known for eating rattlesnakes,” said 
Shelly Plante, TPWD’s Nature Tourism manager. “It’s also 
one of the few birds people recognize and remember the first 
time they see it, given its unique profile—all of which makes it 
the perfect symbol for Texas wildlife viewing and nature 
tourism.”

The public was invited to vote for their favorite design for the 
new roadrunner license plate last April and the winning design 
is on the new plate. The design shows the roadrunner in a 
proud, confident stance, a signature look for this Texas bird.

World’s Largest Birding 
Tournament Raises Big 
Money for Texas Birds

On the Dock 7/22/22 6:15pm 5 minutes Famous for being the biggest, longest, wildest birdwatching 
tournament in the country, this year’s Great Texas Birding 
Classic raised $45,000 for projects to benefit birds and other 
wildlife. Celebrating its 26th year, the tournament has raised 
$1.1 million for on-the-ground conservation work to acquire, 
restore and enhance wildlife habitat.

More than 1,000 Texans from across the state participated in 
the all-ages competition to watch and listen for as many 
species of birds as possible.

“The Great Texas Birding Classic takes place during the 
spectacular spring migration and this year did not disappoint,” 



said Shelly Plante, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
Nature Tourism Manager. “Participants spotted a record 425 
species of birds. The tournament gives people a fun way to 
spend time outside while raising money for a good cause.”

Texas Senior Living Locators The Senior Report 7/23/22 9:20am 25 minutes Depending on where you live, there are most likely 
hundreds—if not thousands—of options for senior housing and 
care. Sorting through all the possibilities, determining the level 
of medical care you or your loved one needs, and figuring out 
costs can all be daunting tasks. Fortunately, there are senior 
housing and care locator services that can guide you through 
the process.

Specially adapted housing 
grants for disabled veterans.

Voice of Texas Veterans 7/24/22 3:30pm 10 minutes There are three different Specially Adapted Housing Grants 
that can help a disabled veteran gain independence and 
confidence.  Jason Latona, Chief of Policy for the VA’s 
Specially Adapted Housing Program, explains what those 
grants are, who is eligible and how to apply.

TPWD Launches Search for 
New Executive Director

On the Dock 7/27/22 6:15pm 5 minutes The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) opened 
applications Wednesday for a successor to retiring executive 
director Carter Smith.

Smith will retire effective January 2023, ending a 15-year 
tenure at the helm of the agency.

The executive director serves as CEO for the department of 
more than 3,300 employees and represents it with the 
Legislature, other state and federal agencies, constituent 
groups and the public. TPWD’s new executive director will 
join in time to guide staff through the 2023 Texas legislative 
session; participate in celebrating 100 years of Texas state 
parks; and implement the department’s new R3 Plan designed 
to recruit, retain and reactivate hunters, shooters, anglers and 
boaters.

New Chronic Wasting Disease 
Surveillance, Containment 
Zones Proposed in Five 
Counties

On the Dock 7/29/22 6:15pm 5 minutes Texas Parks and Wildlife Commission will consider proposed 
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) surveillance and 
containment zones during its upcoming meeting, Aug. 24-25.

If passed, these zones would enhance efforts to monitor and 
contain CWD in portions of Bandera, Duval, Jim Wells, 
Kimble, Live Oak, McMullen, Medina and Uvalde counties 
ahead of the upcoming hunting season.

As of July 2022, 371 captive or free-ranging cervids — 
including white-tailed deer, mule deer, red deer and elk — in 
14 Texas counties have tested positive for CWD. First 
recognized in 1967 in captive mule deer in Colorado, CWD 
has since been documented in captive and/or free-ranging deer 
in 30 states and three Canadian provinces.

Capital Area Parkinson's 
Society

The Senior Report 7/30/22 9:20am 25 minutes The benefits of exercise as part of a healthy life-style are well 
known. For many, knowing what form of exercise and where 
to start can be quite intimidating. For those with Parkinson's 
disease the idea of incorporating new, unfamiliar, and often 
intimidating movements can create a barrier that may seem 
insurmountable. Where do you start, when starting in itself 
feels impossible? In this post, we will discuss the benefits of 
building strength for those with Parkinson's disease and 
considerations to take when starting a new exercise program.

Parkinson's disease is characterized by four cardinal 
symptoms: tremors, bradykinesia, rigidity, and postural 
instability. Strength training is a form of exercise that performs 
movements against a form of resistance (bodyweight, free 
weights, machine resistance, band resistance, etc.). Strength 
training offers a variety of benefits to the individual with 
Parkinson's disease. As with the general population, strength 
training improves strength and endurance. It reduces the risk 
for other chronic diseases such as diabetes and heart disease. 
Strength training also affects the brain by making dopamine 
more efficiently available, increasing the number of D2 
(dopamine) receptors, and protecting dopamine neurons from 
damage.

Fort Hood Adopt-a-School CenTex Sustains 8/1/22 6:15pm 5 minutes In the coming weeks, Fort Hood Soldiers and area school 
districts throughout Central Texas will gather to receive 
training, collaborate on projects and explore volunteer 
opportunities throughout the upcoming school year in support 
of the Adopt-a-School program. 

The Fort Hood Adopt-a-School program partners units with 
schools to develop integral interpersonal relationships and 
foster positive community partnerships between Fort Hood, 
school districts, and area communities. To strengthen ties 
between Fort Hood and neighboring school districts, the CYS 
School Liaison Office hosts meet and greets at the beginning 



of the school year for 87 military units and 118 schools across 
nine school districts. 

New Texas Paddling Trail Set 
for Launch on Patroon Bayou

On the Dock 8/3/22 6:15pm 5 minutes Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) announces the 
opening of a new paddling trail at Toledo Bend Reservoir on 
Patroon Bayou. This trail, the 79th official in Texas, is now 
open and ready for canoeing or kayaking adventures.

"The Toledo Bend-Patroon Bayou Paddling Trail lets you 
explore a quieter part of the Toledo Bend Reservoir,” said 
Shelly Plante, Nature Tourism Manager at TPWD. “By 
paddling through this side arm of the lake, paddlers will 
experience great birdwatching and fishing while enjoying 
views of the surrounding national forest lands. It’s quite an 
experience!”

Paddlers can access this loop trail at Holly Park Marina, so no 
shuttle is needed. The trail length ranges from two to eight 
miles depending on the chosen route, and takes up to six hours 
to complete, depending on factors including the route taken, 
water level, wind speed and time spent on other activities like 
fishing. It’s also important to note that paddlers crossing the 
open water portion of the trail could be exposed to high winds 
and waves. Therefore, paddlers need to be sure to paddle at 
their skill level.

Big Time Texas Hunts, Entries 
Open for 2022-23 Season

On the Dock 8/5/22 6:15pm 5 minutes This season, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s (TPWD) 
Big Time Texas Hunts (BTTH) program is offering Texans 
some of the very best hunting opportunities in the state. Ten 
premium guided hunt packages are offered in this year’s Big 
Time Texas Hunts drawing.

In the last 25 years, Big Time Texas Hunt participants have 
helped raise more than $18 million to fund wildlife research, 
habitat conservation and public hunting access. The 2021-22 
hunting season was the biggest revenue producing year for the 
program, raising over $1.32 million.

Conservation efforts funded by Big Time Texas Hunts include 
desert bighorn sheep restoration work in West Texas, 
thousands of acres of brush control work across the state for 
the benefit of species like mule deer, pronghorn and quail, 
along with multiple grassland restoration projects.  Public 
hunting efforts include the funding of numerous public hunting 
leases and the purchase of hunting equipment like ADA 
accessible blinds for a number of Wildlife Management Areas 
(WMA).

Can Painting Make You a 
Better Caregiver?

The Senior Report 8/6/22 9:20am 25 minutes According to the National Alliance for Caregiving, caregivers 
report an increased level of stress, exhaustion and difficulty 
finding time for themselves.

Research has shown that caregiver stress appears to affect 
women more than men and about 75% of caregivers who 
report feeling very strained emotionally, physically or 
financially are women. Too much stress can lead to health 
issues such as depression, heart disease and diabetes to name a 
few.

Numerous studies show that having a hobby is an excellent 
form of stress relief. So why not cut yourself some slack and 
take up that hobby you never thought you’d get around to? 
Those 30 or 40 minutes of focused attention wipe away, at 
least for a while, some of your cares and burdens. Hobbies 
provide a slice of work-free and responsibility-free time in 
your schedule.

American Legion Employment 
Awards honor Texas Veterans 
Commission’s Katie Baillio & 
Christopher Garza

Voice of Texas Veterans 8/7/22 3:30pm 10 minutes Veterans Employer Liaison (VEL) Christopher Garza and 
Rural Veteran Career Advisor (RVCA) Katie Baillio were 
awarded by the American Legion, Department of Texas for 
their outstanding effectiveness in getting veterans into jobs. 
Both are members of the Texas Veterans Commission (TVC) 
Veterans Employment Services team. The awards were 
presented at the American Legion state convention in July. 
Garza earned the American Legion’s LVER (Local Veterans' 
Employment Representative) of the Year award. Baillio earned 
the American Legion’s DVOP (Disabled Veterans Outreach 
Program Specialist) of the Year award. Find out more about 
these two, plus employers earning awards for hiring veterans at 
Employment Awards.

Littering CenTex Sustains 8/8/22 6:15pm 5 minutes Did you know? According to the Texas Department of 
Transportation, nearly half a billion pieces of visible litter still 
pile up along state-maintained highways every year. Seventy 
percent of this litter is small trash like napkins, cigarette butts 
and fast food wrappers. 

Items discarded from cars and trucks account for half of all 
litter along Texas roads. And vehicle debris including blown 



tires, car crash debris and car maintenance litter accounts for 
35% of visible litter in Texas.

Invasive Australian Redclaw 
Crayfish Present in Texas

On the Dock 8/10/22 6:15pm 5 minutes Researchers from the University of Texas Rio Grande Valley 
recently collected invasive Australian Redclaw Crayfish 
(Cherax quadricarinatus) at the first known site in Texas. From 
January–February, three specimens were collected at an 
apartment complex pond that connects to a nearby resaca in 
the Brownsville area.

An earlier 2013 sighting of a female crayfish of this species 
with several young was also identified on iNaturalist, 
indicating this species has been present at this location for 
some time. This is just the second detection of this species in 
the wild in the United States with the other being in California.

New Digital License Option 
Available for Super Combo 
Users

On the Dock 8/12/22 6:15pm 5 minutes Never worry about forgetting a paper Super Combo license at 
home again with the new digital tag option from the Texas 
Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD). Beginning with the 
2022-23 license year, Texas residents can purchase a digital 
Super Combo license (Items 111, 117 and 990) that will 
authorize digital tagging of harvested deer, turkey and 
oversized red drum. The digital license option is available 
through online purchase only when licenses go on sale August 
15.

A digital license holder will not receive a printed license or 
tags but must keep their digital license available while in the 
field. The license can be viewed through the TPWD Outdoor 
Annual and My Texas Hunt Harvest (MTHH) mobile apps.

Get a Better Understanding of 
Your Loved One's 
Prescriptions

The Senior Report 8/13/22 9:20am 25 minutes dealing with someone else’s well-being.

Every time you pick up a prescription, your pharmacist will 
ask the usual, “Do you have any questions about your 
medication?”

Most of us get in the routine of thoughtlessly saying no, giving 
in to the ongoing fear of looking foolish for asking questions. 
But the other option is trusting the reliably unreliable Dr. 
Google.

So, what’s the real solution to help you understand your loved 
one’s medication?

Claims helps veteran's widow 
get over $194K in retro pay, 
plus monthly compensation

Voice of Texas Veterans 8/14/22 3:30pm 10 minutes In the El Paso area, the widow of a veteran was denied 
Dependent Indemnity Compensation in 2010. With the help of 
Texas Veterans Commission Claims Benefits Advisor (CBA) 
and veteran, Army Retired, Robert Macias, she was just 
awarded over $194,700 in retro payment in July, plus monthly 
compensation of over $1,790.

National Honey Bee Day CenTex Sustains 8/15/22 6:15pm 5 minutes This Saturday is National Honey Bee Day!  Annually, it is 
recognized on the third Saturday in August and brings a 
buzzing celebration for beekeepers, honey lovers and honey 
bee enthusiasts.  It’s a day to learn more about how you can 
create a supportive environment for bees and also an 
opportunity to enjoy and buy locally grown honey.
 
In celebration of National Honey Bee Day, we would like to 
highlight the Walker Honey Farm located in Rogers, Texas 
that has been going strong for nearly a century!

Texas Hunting, Fishing 
Licenses on Sale

On the Dock 8/17/22 6:15pm 5 minutes The beginning of a new hunting season is quickly approaching 
and the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) 
reminds hunters and anglers to purchase their new licenses for 
2022-23. Texas hunting and fishing licenses (except the Year-
from-Purchase All-Water Fishing Package) for the current year 
expire at the end of August. The new licenses for the 2022-23 
season go on sale Aug. 15.

Annually, Texans purchase more than 2.7 million hunting and 
fishing licenses and directly fund a multitude of conservation 
efforts and recreational opportunities, helping make Texas one 
of the best places in the country to hunt and fish. Some of the 
many projects made possible by license sales include fish 
stocking, wildlife management, habitat restoration, public 
hunting leases, river fishing access and Texas Game Wardens.

TPWD, City of Hidalgo Team 
up to Expand Fishing 
Opportunities

On the Dock 8/19/22 6:15pm 5 minutes City of Hidalgo, using grant funding provided through a 
partnership with Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 
(TPWD), has completed a series of projects to improve fish 
habitat and fishing access at Old Hidalgo Pumphouse Channel. 
The site is located directly adjacent to the Old Hidalgo 
Pumphouse Museum and World Birding Center.

This project is one of 21 funded through the Habitat and 
Angler Access Program that was launched in 2021 to expand 



angling opportunities and improve fish habitats. The city of 
Hidalgo received a grant to enhance fish habitat and improve 
shoreline angling access at the historic Old Hidalgo 
Pumphouse Channel site. The grant provides funds for the 
construction of a T-head fishing pier and an additional fishing 
dock, plus fish habitat structures and a pond aeration system. 
Earlier this summer, TPWD stocked several retired Florida 
largemouth bass broodfish from A.E. Wood State Fish 
Hatchery in San Marcos with plans to add 3,000 bluegill this 
fall.

Why are Seniors More at Risk 
of Dehydration?

The Senior Report 8/20/22 9:20am 25 minutes Seniors are not only at an increased risk of lacking proper 
hydration, but also the serious health complications from being 
dehydrated.

Severe or untreated chronic dehydration can lead to several 
conditions that caregivers should be aware of.

Answering the question, 
“What is a DVOP?”

Voice of Texas Veterans 8/21/22 3:30pm 10 minutes The Texas Veterans Commission can be found in American 
Job Centers across Texas, helping veterans with significant 
barriers to employment, building veteran confidence with 
successful job matches and helping civilian employers make a 
valuable connection with competent employees. Today we talk 
with Disabled Veteran Outreach Program Specialist, (DVOP), 
Ron Abrams, about the role DVOPs play in connecting 
veterans with jobs and community resources.

Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall 
of Fame Accepting 
Nominations Through Nov. 1

On the Dock 8/24/22 6:15pm 5 minutes The Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame committee is 
seeking nominations through Nov. 1 of individuals and 
organizations for induction in next year’s hall of fame.

“The Texas Freshwater Fishing Hall of Fame is made up of a 
growing list of 37 individuals and organizations who have 
made a significant impact on freshwater fishing in the state,” 
said Dan Kessler, TFF Hall of Fame Committee Chair. 
“Whether it’s an outdoor writer, pro-angler, fishing club or 
leader of industry, we look forward to continuing to honor and 
recognize everyone that helps make Texas fishing the best it 
can be.”

TPWD Scale Loaner Program 
Lends Hand to Lone Star Jr 
Bassmasters

On the Dock 8/26/22 6:15pm 5 minutes The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) teamed up 
with Lone Star Jr Bassmasters (LSJrBM) to promote 
conservation and healthy fisheries for the club’s Aug. 6 
tournament at Lake Tawakoni out of Sky Point RV Park 
Marina. The event utilized digital scales provided by TPWD’s 
scale loaner program to incorporate the catch, weigh and 
immediate release format.

Located in the Dallas Fort-Worth area, LSJrBM club is 
affiliated with the Texas B.A.S.S Nation (TBN). The club, led 
by Director Robert Brown, is the first youth/high school 
fishing club in the state to employ the catch, weigh and 
immediate release format in an organized competitive youth 
angling event. Through the scale loaner program, TPWD is 
partnering with the club to help protect Texas’ fisheries 
resources.

Caring for a Loved One with 
Dementia

The Senior Report 8/27/22 9:20am 25 minutes When a loved one is living with a memory impairment, the 
caregiver role can be a complicated one.

The World Health Organization reports that more than 55 
million people around the world are currently living with some 
form of dementia, with an additional 10 million cases 
diagnosed each year.

There are many different forms of dementia, including 
Alzheimer’s disease, which may account for up to 70% of 
cases. All forms of dementia are progressive in nature, and 
each one leads to deterioration in cognitive function.

Dementia affects thinking, orientation, memory, calculation, 
learning capacity, language, comprehension and judgment, as 
well as mood and emotional control. The mental disorder can 
also have social, economic, physical and psychological 
impacts on both the patient and their caretaker.

Fortunately, a variety of dementia resources are available to 
rely on and provide assistance to seniors and families in this 
phase of aging.

VALOR can mean a new start 
for justice involved veterans.

Voice of Texas Veterans 8/28/22 3:30pm 10 minutes VALOR, (Veterans Accessing Lifelong Opportunities for 
Rehabilitation), offers Justice Involved Veterans, in custody 
treatment instead of extended incarceration. Individualized 
treatment addresses their mental health, addictions and the 
behavior that lead to their arrest. Listen as Collin County 
Judge John Roach, and VALOR Clinical Director, Dr. Mia 
Pearl Ely, explain how it works.



Conditions Heating up for 
Dove Season

On the Dock 8/31/22 6:15pm 5 minutes Texans are used to scorching summers, but this year’s record 
highs across much of the state have left many dove hunters 
wondering about the upcoming season opener.

“Unless conditions change drastically over the next few weeks, 
hunting near water will be key for opening day this year,” said 
Owen Fitzsimmons, TPWD Dove Program Leader. “Hunters 
will likely see larger concentrations of birds at watering holes 
and food sources than they have in the past due to limited 
resources.  Agriculture production has been hit hard by 
drought so birds may be more reliant on native foods this 
September. Look for stands of common sunflower, croton, and 
other native annual forbs and grasses.”

Texas Game Wardens Stress 
Water, Boating Safety Ahead 
of Labor Day Weekend

On the Dock 9/2/22 6:15pm 5 minutes Ahead of the Labor Day Weekend, Texas Game Wardens and 
the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) remind 
those heading out to the water to follow basic boating and 
water safety precautions. In 2021, ramped-up patrols, 
partnered with boater education outreach programs, 
contributed to a 43 percent decrease in boating-related 
accidents and a 50 percent decrease in open-water drownings 
compared to 2020.

“We encourage the public to finish the summer strong by 
continuing to practice safe boating through the Labor Day 
weekend,” said Asst. Commander Cody Jones, Boating Law 
Administrator for TPWD. “This time of year, the weather can 
be unpredictable, and everyone is hoping for the last bit of 
beautiful weather before the fall, but we want everyone to 
remain vigilant when on the water.”

Learning to swim, checking weather reports, and participating 
in a boater education class are simple steps to take before 
heading out on the water. The TPWD boater education website 
offers multiple resources and boater education courses 
required for anyone operating a personal watercraft or a boat 
with a 15-horsepower rating or more.

Also, law enforcement will be on alert for those violating 
boating under the influence laws. Operating a boat under the 
influence of drugs or alcohol can lead to fines, the loss of a 
driver’s license and an increased risk of accidents or fatalities 
on the water.

How to Safely Dispose of 
Used Household Needles and 
Medical Sharps

The Senior Report 9/3/22 9:20am 25 minutes When it comes to disposing of used household medical needles 
or sharps, safety is the point.

Every day, millions of people around the United States use 
needles, lancets and syringes—otherwise known as sharps—to 
manage health conditions like diabetes, arthritis, cancer or 
auto-immune diseases from the comfort of their own homes or 
while on the go.

The PACT Act Voice of Texas Veterans 9/4/22 3:30pm 10 minutes Veterans from the Vietnam War era to post 9-11 rejoiced when 
the PACT Act was signed into law. The PACT Act expands 
VA health care and benefits for veterans exposed to burn pits 
and other toxic substances, including Agent Orange and 
radiation.  Since so many veterans are affected it would be 
wise to start your disability claim now. Mike Jaeger, our 
Southwest District Claims Manager has good advice for 
veterans and survivors about this new law, and how it affects 
previously denied claims and new ones too.

Chronic Wasting Disease 
Discovered at a Deer Breeding 
Facility in Gillespie County

On the Dock 9/7/22 6:15pm 5 minutes Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) has been discovered in a 
deer breeding facility in Gillespie County. The Texas Parks 
and Wildlife Department (TPWD) and Texas Animal Health 
Commission (TAHC) are collaboratively working to determine 
the source and extent of the first positive detection of the 
disease in this county.

After the mortality of a white-tailed deer on the premises was 
identified, tissue samples from the one-year-old buck were 
submitted by the deer breeding facility as part of a required 
CWD surveillance program. The samples were tested at the 
Texas A&M Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory 
(TVMDL) in College Station on August 17 and indicated the 
presence of CWD. The National Veterinary Services 
Laboratory in Ames, Iowa confirmed CWD in those tissue 
samples on August 30.

Teal Season Arrives in Texas 
Sept. 10

On the Dock 9/9/22 6:15pm 5 minutes Opening day for the teal hunting season arrives this Saturday, 
Sept. 10 and Texas hunters will have multiple opportunities to 
harvest birds thanks to improved conditions from recent 
storms.

“Recent rains have provided a much-needed boost to habitat 
conditions heading into opening day, so I am expecting a fair 
teal season this year for Texas,” said Kevin Kraai, Waterfowl 
Program Leader for the Texas Parks and Wildlife Department 



(TPWD). “Things can change, but I hope the forecasts 
continue to look favorable for more rain in the next few days.”

This year’s U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
population and habitat survey indicated blue-winged teal 
numbers increased 19 percent from the 2019 survey – which 
was the last time the survey was conducted by USFWS, added 
Kraai.  It’s great news to see that they persisted through some 
extreme drought conditions.

The 16-day statewide early teal season in Texas will run 
Saturday, Sept. 10 through Sunday, Sept. 25. The daily bag 
limit on teal is six, with a possession limit of 18.

The Difference Between 
Home Care and Home Health

The Senior Report 9/10/22 9:20am 25 minutes Understanding the difference between home care and home 
health can ultimately help you determine your needs.

Though they both allow your senior loved one to stay at home 
in familiar surroundings, there are differences in the type of 
care and services each one can provide.

Home care provides non-medical, personal assistance, and care 
is provided by a professional caregiver. 

On the other hand, home health provides skilled medical 
service, and care is provided by trained medical personnel.

September is suicide 
awareness and prevention 
month.

Voice of Texas Veterans 9/11/22 3:30pm 10 minutes September is Suicide Prevention Awareness Month. Texas 
Veterans Commission invites the veteran community to take 
part in a Virtual 22K to celebrate resilience, and please join us 
for a Virtual Veteran Suicide Prevention Awareness Town 
Hall. Jessica Del Rio, TVC Suicide Prevention Coordinator 
will be there. Listen to learn more about both events.

TPWD Hosts “Explore 
Bowhunting” Event Sept. 24

On the Dock 9/14/22 6:15pm 5 minutes The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department’s (TPWD) 
Community Archery Program is teaming up with Guadalupe 
River State Park Sept. 24 to help the public “Explore 
Bowhunting” during National Hunting and Fishing Day. The 
event gives participants an opportunity to learn more about 
bowhunting going into a brand-new season.

“If you’re already beginning the pursuit of archery sports, 
bring your remaining questions to our staff on site, which 
includes archery specialists and a game warden too,” said Rob 
Owen, TPWD Outreach and Recruitment Manager. “If you’re 
at the stage of ‘I or my family member is interested in 
bowhunting but could use help beginning,’ this event hopes to 
start you down the right path with next steps for future 
seasons.”

Biologists Predict Moderate 
Hunting Conditions Ahead of 
White-Tailed Deer Archery-
Only Season Opener

On the Dock 9/16/22 6:15pm 5 minutes With drought affecting most of the state over the summer, 
Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) biologists 
foresee a moderate season for hunters this fall.

“Overall, 2022 year is expected to be good in terms of harvest 
numbers and opportunities, so don’t let the chance to spend 
time afield with family, friends and fellow hunters pass you 
by,” said Alan Cain, White-Tailed Deer Program Leader for 
TPWD. “Texas has one of the longest deer seasons in the 
nation, so take some time this fall and winter and enjoy one of 
the best deer herds in the country right here in your home 
state.”

Deer hunting kicks off with archery season on Oct. 1 across 
most of the state. Cain noted that while harvest numbers may 
look good, drought impacts on deer habitats mean hunters 
should generally expect average to below average antler 
quality and body weight this fall.

What to Do When Your 
Parents Require Different 
Levels of Care

The Senior Report 9/17/22 9:20am 25 minutes As parents age, parent-child role reversal often occurs. It could 
be difficult for parents to accept dependence on their children 
for daily activities that they were once able to independently 
carry out.

As the child, you may feel overwhelmed and emotionally 
exhausted with the process of this transition into being their 
caregiver. Further challenging is when you realize that your 
parents have different care needs.

When parents require different levels of care, it can be hard 
trying to balance these circumstances. For example, what if 
Mom has dementia and needs to move into a memory care 
community? What is Dad to do?

This is similar in some ways to a divorce. However, in this 
instance, both parties typically want to be together, yet the 
separation is necessary to maintain their health and safety.



With the separation, feelings of loneliness and social isolation 
can arise.

TPWD Requesting Ideas on 
Freshwater Fish Habitat, 
Shoreline-based Angler 
Access Improvement Projects 
for Fiscal Years 2024, 2025

On the Dock 9/21/22 6:15pm 5 minutes The Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) Inland 
Fisheries Division requests ideas from angling organizations, 
local governments, non-governmental organizations, river 
authorities and tribal organizations on freshwater fish habitat 
and shoreline-based angler access improvement projects to be 
completed in public waters statewide during fiscal years 2024-
2025.

Project ideas and recommendations inform development of a 
statewide plan for investing approximately $500,000 over that 
period.

Launched in fiscal year 2022, the Inland Fisheries Division’s 
Habitat and Angler Access Program (HAAP) is currently 
implementing 21 projects throughout the state during its initial 
two-year cycle. These include fishing piers, kayak launches, 
shoreline stabilization, native vegetation restoration, aeration 
systems and fish attractors. Learn about each of the 21 active 
projects supported by the HAAP on the project website.

Chronic Wasting Disease 
Confirmed at a Limestone 
County Deer Breeding Facility

On the Dock 9/23/22 6:15pm 5 minutes Texas Parks and Wildlife Department (TPWD) and Texas 
Animal Health Commission (TAHC) discovered Chronic 
Wasting Disease (CWD) in a deer breeding facility in 
Limestone County. This marks the first positive detection of 
the disease in the county.

As part of a required CWD surveillance program, samples 
from four deer were detected with CWD prions by the Texas 
A&M Veterinary Medical Diagnostic Laboratory in College 
Station on September 5. The National Veterinary Services 
Laboratory in Ames, Iowa confirmed CWD in two of these 
samples on Sept. 13 and should complete testing of the other 
two samples soon.

Animal health and wildlife officials have taken action to 
secure the facility and identify and notify other breeding 
facilities that received deer or shipped deer to this facility in 
the last five years.

Medicare Open Enrollment: 
Everything You Need to 
Know

The Senior Report 9/24/22 9:20am 25 minutes Once a year, Medicare gives its more than 60 million 
beneficiaries a chance to step back, review their coverage and 
make any changes that will help them get the best out of the 
federal government’s health insurance program for adults age 
65 and over and people with disabilities.

But experts say too many enrollees overlook this annual 
opportunity to possibly save money and improve their 
coverage.

 


