
WFTX-TV 1st Quarter 2022 FCC Issues/Programs Report 
(January 1 – March 31, 2022) 

 
WFTX-TV broadcasts a number of programs that address community issues, including:   

 Fox 4 Morning News (Monday-Friday; 6AM – 11AM) 
 Fox 4 News at 5PM (Monday-Friday; 5PM – 6PM) 
 Fox 4 News at 6PM (Monday-Friday; 6PM – 7PM) 
 Fox 4 News at 10PM (Monday-Sunday; 10PM – 11PM) 
 Fox 4 News at 11PM (Monday-Sunday; 11PM – 11:30PM) 
 Fox 4 Weekend Morning News (Saturday-Sunday; 7AM – 9AM) 

 
WFTX-TV’s most significant issue-responsive programming during the 1st quarter of 2022 
included: 

 
Issue Date Newscast  Length 
 
Community Awareness 1/2/22 FOX 4 Morning News-Sun 8AM 2:16 
Travel Nightmare: The Pandemic…and bad weather…has slowed air travelers down for the past 
few weeks.  And with the holidays wrapping up, many are just trying to get home.  But it seems 
the nightmare might continue for a little longer. 
 
Political 1/3/22 FOX 4 News At 10PM  1:05 
DeSantis Presser: As we mentioned earlier, the Governor has been promising more Monoclonal 
treatment sites…but we’ve yet to see them in a way to make a difference.  And tonight, he says 
he needs the Biden Administration to make it happen. 
 
Community Awareness 1/6/22 FOX 4 News At 5PM 4:00  
Gun Storage: Gun owners, listen up! The Department of Justice announced new rules on 
Monday about firearm storage and safety.  The new rule is set to go into effect next month on 
February 3 and will require gun stores to provide customers with a secure device like a safe or 
lockbox to store their new firearm. 
 
Community Awareness 1/9/22 FOX 4 Morning News-Sun 7AM 1:08 
Cape Festival: the 37th Annual Cape Coral Arts Festival and Marketplace continues today all 
along Cape Coral Parkway East in downtown Cape Coral.  It’s Lee County’s largest special 
event according to the Lee County Tourist Development Council.  The event has been taking 
place for decades.  However, last year it was cancelled because of COVID.  This year, patrons 
were happy to be back. 
 
Health 1/10/22 FOX 4 Morning News at 7AM 1:34 
UF Study of COVID Omicron cases: Researchers at the University of Florida believe this 
COVID-19 Pandemic will get worse before it gets better.  They say this week our state could 
reach the peak in cases and deaths.  The Omicron variant of the virus is still the most dominant 
strain of COVID-19. 
 
Community Awareness 1/13/22 FOX 4 News At 11PM  1:04 
Saving Manatees:  And there’s growing concern about the manatee deaths here in Florida.  The 
FWC releasing new data showing that 2021 saw double the manatee deaths than it did in 2020.  
The number one reason so many manatees are dying is because of starvation.  FWC and their 
partners say they’re doing what they can to prevent any more deaths. 
 



Issue Date Newscast  Length 
 
Community Awareness 1/16/22 FOX 4 News At 11PM 2:31  
Century 12 Mobile Park damage: The scene behind me is one of devastation, but it’s nothing 
compared to what we saw out here this morning in the aftermath of those storms.  Now residents 
are talking about perseverance through this tragedy and sticking together to lift up those most 
affected. 
 
Community Awareness 1/17/22 FOX 4 Morning News at 6AM  1:07  
Tornado Damage: People living in the Century 21 Mobile Park say the damage they’re seeing is 
worse than what they dealt with after Hurricane Irma.  Many people evacuated the area during 
the storms, but others stayed behind to help. We had a crew out here yesterday who saw many of 
those neighbors helping Lee County EMS and Fire Services with clearing the debris.  Emergency 
crews and the Lee County Sheriff’s office will be on scene for the next few days as cleanup 
efforts continue. 
 
Politics 1/19/22 FOX 4 News At 6PM  1:05 
Redistricting DeSantis: The Governor is now injecting himself into the process of who represents 
you in Congress.  He’s proposing his own maps of how Florida’s Congressional Districts should 
look for the next 10 years.  And is plan give an advantage to Republicans – creating more 
districts that favor a GOP Candidate winning. 
 
Community Awareness 1/22/22 FOX 4 Morning News-Sat 7AM 3:16 
Florida Home Insurance: And when we go through severe weather like we have twice now in the 
last month, it really makes things like homeowner’s insurance top of mind.  So, FOX4 wanted to 
take a closer look at the insurance market here in Florida.  What we found out was, there is 
something happening within our communities that’s causing rates to skyrocket – and it’s not 
weather events. 
 
Crime 1/25/22 FOX 4 Morning News at 10AM    :51 
Charlotte County Crime: Investigators tell us they have been looking for Carlos Colon Parrilla 
for four days.  They say he shot at the owners and the customers at Celtic Ray Public House 
Friday night.  The pub owners tell us, bartenders refused to serve him, and security escorted him 
out of the building. 
 
Crime 1/26/22 FOX 4 News at 5PM 1:29 
Downtown Shooting: Tonight, Fort Myers Police are still looking for the people responsible for a 
shooting outside of Celsius Night Club early Monday morning.  That incident sent officers on a 
car chase from Downtown Fort Myers that spanned into Lehigh Acres. 
 
Community Awareness 1/28/22 FOX 4 News At 10PM 1:48 
Fire Dangers: Those chilly temps on the way could have you dragging out that space heater this 
weekend - or making dusting off another form of heat.  FOX4’s Colton Chaves is asking the 
folks with a local fire district for their take. 

Health 1/31/22 FOX 4 Morning News at 9AM 2:08 
Your Healthy Family – COVID Brain Fog Study: Scientists are looking for ways to treat 
“COVID-19 Long Haulers” have made a discovery about brain fog.  May patients have changes 
in their spinal fluid…even after a mild case of COVID-19.  In today’s Your Healthy Family, 
we’re going in-depth on what this study reveals. 
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Community Awareness 2/2/22 FOX 4 News At 6PM 2:34 
Cape Internet: It’s a question a lot of people in the NE and NW Cape Coral area might have – 
why is my internet connection slow?  For some in our area, options for internet providers are 
very limited.  The city has entered into an agreement with Comcast to give more options to 
people in the area who rely on faster internet. 
 
Community Awareness 2/5/22 FOX 4 News At 11PM 2:30 
Veteran Non-Profit: The man behind a non-profit called ‘Operation Fetch’ travels the country 
performing what he calls “planned acts of community kindness.”  He specializes in helping 
veterans with P-T-S-D – and playing “Taps” for those who’ve committed suicide. So, when 
someone stole his van recently, he was devastated. Now, someone else’s act of kindness is 
allowing his work to continue. 
 
Education 2/8/22 FOX 4 News At 8AM 2:00 
LCSD Teacher Shortage Help: Tonight, the Lee County School Board will meet to talk about 
overcrowded classrooms.  It’s part of a larger issue the district is dealing with right now.  There’s 
a growing number of students, and a shrinking number of teachers.  This morning, we’re going 
to take a minute to go in-depth to show you what the problem is, where it is, and what the district 
is doing to fix it. 
 
Community Awareness 2/10/22 FOX 4 News At 6AM 2:13 
Foster Care Law: According to the Children’s Defense Fund, 651,000 children were victims of 
abuse or neglect in 2019….and healthcare experts say things may have gotten worse in the 
pandemic.  Of those cases, 251,000 were removed from their homes and put into foster care.  
This morning, some Florida teenagers are working to get Florida lawmakers to introduce a new 
Bill of Rights into Legislature to try and protect children in the system. 
 
Health 2/12/22 FOX 4 Morning News-Sat 8AM    :30 
FDA News Monoclonal Antibody: The FDA has approved a new drug that seems to work 
against the Omicron COVID variant.  It’s made by Eli Lilly and involves Monoclonal antibodies 
– which are lab-made proteins that can mimic the immune system’s ability to fight harmful 
invaders like the Coronavirus. In a trial, the treatment reduced the time someone had COVID 
symptoms.  Study participant had a reduced viral load five days after getting treated.  The FDA 
says it can be used in people over the age of 12. 
 
Community Awareness 2/14/22 FOX 4 News At 5PM 1:37 
Cape Budget Concerns: Covering Cape Coral, questions over millions of dollars set aside for 
sidewalks.  This evening some Cape Coral community leaders say they want answers when it 
comes to the money behind sidewalks…. which many see as a major need in the Cape. 
 
Crime 2/16/22 FOX 4 Morning News at 10AM    :32 
Bonita Springs Student Arrest: A Bonita Springs High School student is facing charges this 
morning.  He’s accused of taking a knife to school and making threats.  The Lee County 
Sheriff’s Office shared this video of the student’s arrest yesterday.  It says this 17-year-old 
showed another student a pocketknife and threatened to physically harm that student.  The 
Sheriff’s office says a school resource officer removed the student from class and found two 
more pocketknives.  The student is now facing charges of aggravated assault and possession of a 
weapon on school property. 
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Community Awareness 2/18/22 FOX 4 News At 6PM 2:38 
Naples Pride Protest: The so-called “Don’t Say Gay” Bill is moving through the State House, but 
a group of demonstrators are out here in Naples to fight it.  The group presented a signed petition 
by more the 300 people to the office of State Senator Kathleen Passidomo.  They say these bills 
are dangerous to the LGBTQ community.  If the state passes these bills, which don’t allow for 
instruction on gender identity and sexual preference in elementary schools, people feel children 
will not feel safe in school. 
 
Community Awareness 2/21/22 FOX 4 News At 10PM    :57 
Abortion Bill:  Florida’s 15-week abortion ban is now headed to a final vote in the Senate.  The 
Bill – backed by the GOP majority – bans abortions at 15 instead of 24 weeks.  It makes 
exceptions only for fatal fetal conditions.  Democrats tried again to add exceptions for rape, 
incest, and human trafficking.  Their amendments were all rejected as Republicans believed 15 
weeks was enough time to make a decision. 
 
Health 2/24/22 FOX 4 Morning News at 7AM 1:17 
Your Healthy Family – Caffeine: Have you had your cup of coffee today?  While caffeine can 
help get your body moving in the morning, too much can also cause side effects.  Here are 6 
ways to wake up without coffee. 
 
Community Awareness 2/27/22 FOX 4 Morning News-Sun 8AM 1:52  
Black Swimwear Designer: As we continue to celebrate Black History Month, we’re shining the 
light on a black business owner, born and raised here in South Florida.  J’Lysa Wilson is the 
founder of Clem Swimwear. 
 
International News 3/1/22 FOX 4 Morning News at 9AM 1:32 
Ukraine/Russia War: While you were sleeping, a convoy of Russian trucks, tanks, and other 
heavy artillery units, stretching 40 miles long, made its way into Ukraine toward Northwest 
Kyiv. 
 
Community Awareness 3/3/22 FOX 4 News At 11PM 2:10 
Naples Ukraine Vigil: We saw displays of support for the Ukrainian community, from top to 
bottom of our Southwest Florida Community today.  Just outside of Charlotte County in North 
Port, city officials and residents with ties to Ukraine raised a Ukrainian flag at City Hall and in 
Naples just hours ago.  The Ukrainian Community there held a candlelight vigil to lean on one 
another. 
 
Education and Health 3/6/22 FOX 4 Morning News-Sun 7AM 2:50  
FGCU Dive Team: Students at Florida Gulf Coast University are getting a unique training 
opportunity that could also help the fight against Red Tide.  Those blooms have destroyed our 
water, marine life and economy for years.  We’ll take you underwater to see the scientific dive 
team in action and better understand how their plan will work. 
 
Political 3/7/22 FOX 4 Morning News at 6AM    :53  
Congressional Maps: State lawmakers have voted to approve updated Congressional maps for 
Florida.  Though Republicans passed the maps with their majorities in both Houses of the 
Legislature, fellow Republican Governor DeSantis says he’ll veto them. He wants his own maps 
approved, which favor Republican candidates even more than the ones passed by the 
Republican-dominated Legislature.  A State Senator from our area says the Governor is 
overstepping his role. 
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Community Awareness 3/8/22 FOX 4 Morning News At 10AM    :26 
Gas Prices: In most of Southwest Florida, prices are up nearly 20 cents, just since yesterday.  
That’s according to AAA.  It reports the average price for a gallon of unleaded is $4.14 in Cape 
Coral, Fort Myers and Punta Gorda.  That’s up just 17 cents a gallon just since yesterday.  In 
Naples, AAA says the average price is $4.19 a gallon.  That’s up 19 cents since yesterday.  Just a 
week ago, the average price in Southwest Florida was about $3.50 a gallon. 
 
Political 3/11/22 FOX 4 News At 5PM 1:37 
Election Security: A Bill aimed at making elections more secure is on Governor Ron DeSantis’ 
desk tonight.  A couple of things in that Bill are - a separate department will be created to 
investigate election crimes and County elections offices will be required to update their voter 
rolls every year, right now, they’re required to do that every other year. 
 
Health 3/14/22 FOX 4 News At 6PM 2:39 
Heart Health:  Keeping and eye on your health tonight.  Lee Health is partnering with the 
Cleveland Clinic to provide better care for cardiac patients right here in Southwest Florida.  We 
spoke with a Cardiologist who explains how this partnership provides better care and the goal for 
the future. 
 
Community Awareness 3/17/22 FOX 4 News At 10PM    :37 
Cape Water Quality:  A water crisis in Cape Coral canals could soon be fixed.  If you live on a 
canal, you should see bubble curtains installed to help with blue-green algae.  The bubble 
curtains circulate the water in a way that prevents the growth of the algae.  They also create a 
barrier between healthy water and the algae drifting towards it.  According to Cape City Council 
members, the City’s water is free of blue-green algae and red tide.  Staff will continue to install 
electrical components of bubble curtain projects.  Once the city gets the required permit from the 
United States Army Corps of Engineers, they’ll start installing the actual bubble curtains. 
 
Community Awareness 3/19/22 FOX 4 Morning News-Sat 8AM    :25 
Cape Housing: Differences in housing prices are why leaders in here Cape Coral say they are 
taking strides to provide more affordable housing.  Vital Development Group is planning to 
break ground on 96 new homes off Pine Island Road this year.  These homes are for families 
making between $16,000 and $60,000 a year.  The Lee County Housing Authority plans to help 
to build the units.  That project is supposed to start in September. 
 
Health 3/21/22 FOX 4 Morning News at 7AM 1:44 
Your Healthy Family: March is Colorectal Cancer Awareness Month – and it’s especially 
important to talk about this today, because right now, it’s the second leading cause of cancer 
deaths worldwide.  When you think of colorectal cancers, you probably think of older patients.  
But in today’s Your Health Family, the head of Gastroenterology at NCH Healthcare Systems, 
say doctors are seeing more colorectal cancer in younger people.  So, for Colorectal Cancer 
Awareness Month, remember the importance of colonoscopies. 
 
Community Awareness 3/24/22 FOX 4 Morning News at 9AM 2:31 
School Meal Funding:  The price for your lunch at work or at your neighborhood restaurant has 
gone up in recent months, and soon the price for your child’s lunch at school may increase as 
well.  That’s because a key government program is set to end soon, that extended money and 
benefits to school districts around the country.  See how this could impact your child’s school. 
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Community Awareness 3/27/22 FOX 4 News At 11PM    :34 
9-1-1 Text Feature: Throughout the community, Lee County officials want to remind residents 
about the 9-1-1 text feature.  It was designed to help people who need emergency assistance but 
are not able to actually call for help.  Officials say you should text officers during an emergency 
when it is unsafe to make a phone call – if you are deaf, hard of hearing, have a speech disability, 
or are in a medical emergency when you are unable to speak on the phone.  This is where the 
texting service can help you. 
 
Politics 3/29/22 FOX 4 Morning News at 9AM  1:25 
House Bill 1557: It’s set to become the law in Florida….and this morning, we’ll look at what 
comes next for the Parental Rights in Education Bill.  From enforcing it, to the lawsuits that will 
try to stop it, to the impact on children.  This morning we’ll hear from the Governor and 
lawmakers who voted for it.  Plus, LGBTQ advocates and major corporations working against it.  
That second group of people calls it the ‘Don’t Say Gay Bill.’ The Governor signed it into law 
yesterday and right now it’s set to go into effect July 1st.  It does a number of things to let parents 
have more of a say on their children’s health in school.  The here’s the part that’s sparking 
debate.  It bans discussion about sexual orientation in kindergarten through third grade 
classrooms.  And critics say, the vague way it’s written could limit conversation in higher grades 
as well. 


