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Introduction 
 

 

 This report is divided into three pertinent areas – Children’s Programs, Locally 

Produced Programs, and National Programming. 

 

 MPBN’s Children’s Programs continue to attack the problem of potentially harmful 

television exposure by providing a substantial schedule of programs which consider the 

greatest needs of youngsters, and which meet those needs with programs that are truly 

educational. The programs assist children in realizing their value with respect to their peers. 

They offer an understanding of humanity, behavior and tolerance, and which present the 

environment of the world and its surroundings in a context that will help that young person 

cope with challenges all his or her young life. And, these programs provide young pre-school 

children with the skills and understanding they need to successfully begin their schooling. 

 

 The Locally-Produced Programs of MPBN are the results of our continuing 

assessment of the needs, requirements and wishes of the citizens of the state, and of a cohesive 

season-long effort to meet those needs in the most-timely and efficient manner possible. The 

variety of the programming, as well as the award-winning productions, speaks to the general 

relevance and quality of those efforts. These programs are focused on subjects and topics not 

covered by other media in the state. The scope and quantity of local programming is one of the 

highest priorities of the organization, measuring the importance attached to the needs of the 

citizenry. The subjects of the topical and timely public affairs programs usually cover public 

policy or controversial issues, and the programs serve to enlighten and educate viewers on the 

information on both sides of issues. 

 

National Programming, supplied by the Public Broadcasting Service and other 

organizations, helps the citizens of Maine to understand the policies and principles of our 

government, its agencies and representatives, and assists each viewer in making informed 

choices on enabling every viewer to listen, to understand, to choose and to act. Other 

programs give insight to historical, cultural, artistic, philosophical or religious implications of 

American life, a perspective not available on other television outlets. This listing of National 

Programming is not comprehensive, but includes a representative selection of programming 

from this quarter targeted to community issues/problems. 

 

 MPBN’s overall approach to Issues and Problems is to provide a substantial schedule 

of programs of a substance, a quality, an indispensability and relevance unmatched by other 

broadcast outlets. 
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CHILDREN’S PROGRAMMING 
 

Sesame Street 

Weekdays at 10am & 2pm; Saturdays and Sundays at 8am. This venerable series of five 

hour-long episodes and seven half-hour episodes, each week continues to offer the best 

programming anywhere in entertainment and education for pre-school youngsters. Songs, skits, 

animation, object lessons and the incomparable Muppet characters continue to delight, fascinate, 

and instruct children in reading, speaking, and in understanding the world around them. Seven 

hours and 5 half-hours a week. 

 

Arthur 

Weekdays at 4:30pm. This animated series presents Arthur the aardvark, a young school-age 

character that encounters typical adolescent problems at school and at home while interacting 

with his peers and his family. The storyline developed in each episode convey object lessons in 

how to deal with these problems and series to teach young people that, despite their perceptions; 

they are definitely not odd mammals, but normal individuals. Five half-hours a week. 

 

Odd Squad 

Weekdays at 7AM & 3:30PM. ODD SQUAD is a PBS KIDS live-action media property 

designed to help kids ages 5-8 learn math. The show focuses on two young agents, Olive and 

Otto, who are part of the Odd Squad, an agency whose mission is to come to the rescue 

whenever something unusual happens. A math concept is embedded in each of their cases, as 

Olive and Otto work together to problem-solve and save the day in each episode. 

 Ten half-hours per week. 

 

Wild Kratts 

Weekdays at 7:30am: "Wild Kratts" joins the adventures of Chris and Martin Kratt as they 

encounter incredible wild animals, combining science education with fun and adventure as the 

duo travels to animal habitats around the globe. Each adventure explores an age-appropriate 

science concept central to an animal's life and showcases a never-before-seen wildlife moment, 

all wrapped up in engaging stories of adventure, mystery, rescue, and the Kratt brothers' brand of 

laugh-out-loud-comedy that kids love. Real-life Chris and Martin introduce each "Wild Kratts" 

episode with a live action segment that imagines what it would be like to experience a never-

before-seen wildlife moment, and asks, "What if...?" The Kratt brothers transition into animation 

and the adventure begins, bringing early-elementary school children into the secret lives of 

extraordinary creatures, many of which have never been animated before -- including Tiger 

quolls, Draco lizards, and Caracals! Five half-hours per week. 

 

Curious George 

Weekdays at 8am, 8:30am, & 3pm. Saturday’s at 7am & 7:30am. For more than 75 years, 

generations of young children have been charmed by the literary adventures of Curious George. 

Based on the best-selling Curious George books by Margret and H. A. Rey, the daily series 

expands George's world to include a host of colorful new characters and original locales, while 

maintaining the charm of the beloved books. Each half-hour episode includes two animated 

stories, followed by short live-action pieces showing real kids who are investigating the ideas 

that George introduces in his stories. The series aims to inspire kids to explore science, math and 

engineering in the world around them. Seventeen half-hours per week. 
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Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood 

Weekdays at 9am & 9:30AM. Saturday & Sunday at 8am. "Daniel Tiger's Neighborhood" is 

an animated series with live-action interstitials. Fred Rogers' original Neighborhood of Make 

Believe is recreated in vibrant color and texture; his signature puppet Daniel Striped Tiger is 

transformed into a curious and playful 4-year-old joined by his friends O the Owl, Prince 

Wednesday, Katerina Kittycat and Miss Elaina. The series curriculum is school-readiness and 

social-emotional learning, and each preschool themed episode offers a musical strategy for 

children and parents to use together. Twelve half-hours per week. 

 

Dinosaur Train 

Weekdays at 11am & 11:30am. Saturday & Sundays at 8:30am. "Dinosaur Train" is an 

animated series for 3-to-6 year olds. The series features a curious young T-rex named Buddy 

who, together with his adopted Pteranodon family, takes the Dinosaur Train to meet, explore, 

and have adventures with all kinds of dinosaurs and prehistoric creatures. Twelve half-hours per 

week. 

 

Dinosaur Train: Zeppelin Adventure 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday June 15, 17 & 19. 11AM.  
Description unavailable.  

 

Bob the Builder 

Sundays at 7am. Aimed at pre-schoolers, this series follows the adventures of Bob and his 

machines: Scoop the leader/digger, Muck the digger/dumper, Dizzy the cement mixer, Lofty the 

crane and Roley the steamroller. Bob's business partner Wendy and Pilchard the cat all help out 

in the builder's yard. Other characters include Farmer Pickles, his tractor Travis and the naughty 

scarecrow Spud -- who is always up to mischief. One half-hour per week. 

 

Thomas & Friends 

Weekdays at 1:30pm & Sunday at 7:30am. Set on the imaginary island of Sodor, the series 

follows the adventures of Thomas, a cheeky little Tank Engine, and his friends, Edward, James, 

Gordon, Percy, Henry and Toby, plus Emily, the first female steam engine -- all under the 

watchful eye of Sir Topham Hatt, the manager of the Sodor Railway. Six half-hours per week.  

 

Peg + Cat 

Weekdays at 12noon & 12:30pm. This series is designed to engage preschool children and 

teach them how to solve math-based problems with Peg, a chatty and tenacious five year-old, her 

feline pal, Cat, and her smart, handsome, cool friend Ramone. 10 half-hours per week. 

 

Super Why! 

Weekdays at 1pm. This series focuses on the adventures of four fairytale friends who transform 

into reading-powered superheroes: Alpha Pig with Alphabet Power, Wonder Red with Word 

Power, Princess Presto with Spelling Power, Super Why with the Power to Read and Super YOU 

with the Power to Help. Together, they are the "Super Readers!" The Super Readers jump into 

books (literally) to find answers to everyday preschool challenges and embark on exciting 

adventures, where they play interactive reading games to overcome obstacles and save the day. I. 

Five half-hours per week. 

 

Cat in the Hat Knows A Lot About That 

Weekdays at 2:30pm. Coming to television for the first time ever in an animated series, the Cat 

in the Hat whisks pre-schoolers off on a voyage of scientific discovery. "The Cat in the Hat 
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Knows a Lot About That!" features six-year-olds Sally & Nick, best friends and next door 

neighbors, who are transported on magical journeys to all corners of the globe where the natural 

world becomes their playground. With the Cat as their guide, his two energetic helpers, the zany 

duo, Thing One and Thing Two and the enigmatic Fish along for the ride, every outing becomes 

an unpredictable adventure. In each episode, Sally and Nick head off with the Cat in his one-of-

a-kind custom vehicle, the Thinga-ma-jigger, a quintessentially Seussian contraption that 

instantly transforms from plane to boat to submarine with just a flick of the jigger-ma-whizzer or 

a honk of the shrinkamadoodle. They go everywhere from the ocean bottom, to a rainforest, or to 

the centre of a beehive. The Cat in the Hat "knows a lot" but he doesn't know everything making 

him the perfect guide for learning and fun. 

Five half-hours per week. 

 

Electronic Field Trips – Colonial Williamsburg 

Third Thursday (October – April) 1PM. The extensive history resources created for the 

Electronic Field Trips are now available for on-demand year-round access by subscription in  

HERO, Colonial Williamsburg's online multimedia library and e-learning environment for 

teachers and students. Additional opportunities for exclusive interaction are also available to 

HERO subscribers.  

 

NATIONAL PROGRAMMING 
 

BBC World News 

Weekdays at 6am & 6pm. BBC WORLD NEWS: The latest global news from the world's 

largest news broadcaster. The newscasts contain all the most up-to-date news, interviews, 

analysis, business reports and world sports news. 10 half-hours per week. 

 

Asia This Week 

Sundays at 6am. Weekly summary of news in Asia. One half-hour per week. Series ended 

February 1, 2015 

 

Focus on Europe 

Sundays at 6AM: Weekly summary of news in Europe. One half-hour per week. Series began 

February 8, 2015 

 

BBC Newsnight 

Saturday’s at 6am. The international version of BBC Newsnight is a weekly round-up of news 

and current affairs including interviews with global opinion formers and documentary features 

from all over the world. Presenters include Jeremy Paxman, Kirsty Wark, Gavin Esler and Emily 

Maitlis. Thought-provoking and informative, Newsnight offers in-depth analysis of complex 

global issues.  BBC Newsnight is commissioned by BBC World News, which is presented 

nationally on public television by KCET Los Angeles. Produced out of the BBC's London 

studio, BBC Newsnight and BBC World News draw from the BBC's unrivalled global 

newsgathering resource of 2,000 journalists and 70 international bureaus. One half-hour per 

week. 

 

The Journal 

Weekdays at 5:30pm. As one of the world's largest international broadcasters, Deutsche Welle 

provides public television viewers the unique opportunity to see our world from another 

perspective. The economic meltdown taking place in Greece, Portugal, and Spain, revolutions in 
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Egypt and Syria spilling over to Europe, and the worldwide campaign to combat global warming 

are issues that affect viewers on both sides of the Atlantic. On DW-TV's Journal, reporters and 

presenters from our Berlin studios provide your viewers depth and clarity as well as a unique 

European perspective on the day's events. Five half-hours per week. 

 

Moyers & Company 

Saturdays at 6pm.  MOYERS & COMPANY, a weekly hour of compelling and vital 

conversation about life and the state of American democracy, featuring some of the best thinkers 

of our time. A range of scholars, artists, activists, scientists, philosophers and newsmakers bring 

context, insight and meaning to important topics. The series occasionally includes Moyers' own 

timely and penetrating essays on society and government. In a multimedia marketplace saturated 

with shallow sound bites and partisan name-calling, MOYERS & COMPANY digs deeper. As 

the Los Angeles Times put it in 2010, "No one on television has centralized the discussion of 

ideas as much as Moyers... He not only gives a forum to unusual thinkers, he is truly interested in 

what they have to say and who they are because he believes their ideas really matter." One half-

hour per week. Series ended January 3, 2015 

 

America By The Numbers With Maria Hinojosa 

Saturdays at 6PM. Transporting viewers to rarely seen locations to witness human dramas that 

are rarely heard, America By The Numbers includes surprising data, gripping narratives, a 

distinctive visual palette, and the immersive first-person reporting style of award-winning 

journalist Maria Hinojosa. This series reveals how dramatic changes in the demographics of our 

country are playing out in mainstream USA. Each program focuses on human stories from every 

corner of the nation, connected to an analysis of the latest statistical information about 

population, health, education, quality of life and consumer trends. Series ran January 10, 2015 – 

March 28, 2015 

 

McLaughlin Group 

Sundays at 6pm. The McLaughlin Group television program is unscripted and unrehearsed. It is 

"live-to-tape" meaning that when the cameras start rolling they do not stop until the end of the 

show. The guests are invited to express their opinions and analysis. We believe that panelists 

with different positions across the political spectrum create insightful debate. One half-hour per 

week. 

 

PBS NewsHour Weekend 

Saturday & Sunday at 6:30pm. PBS NEWSHOUR WEEKEND features a summary of the 

day's national and international news, using renowned experts to offer analysis. Each weekend 

broadcast will contain original, in-depth field reporting on topics including education, healthcare, 

the economy, energy, science and technology, religion, finance and the arts. Hari Sreenivasan 

anchors. 2 half-hours per week. 

 

Nightly Business Report 

Weeknights at 6:30pm. Every weeknight, the Emmy winning NIGHTLY BUSINESS REPORT 

delivers the day's essential business and economic news. Each lively half-hour combines trusted, 

credible and unbiased information and extensive financial market coverage with insightful 

features, analysis and commentaries by noted economists and business experts. Five half-hours 

per week. 
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PBS NewsHour 

Weeknights at 7PM & Midnight: The PBS NewsHour continues to provide in-depth analysis 

of current events with a news summary, live interviews and discussions of domestic and 

international issues. 10 One hours per week. 

 

Charlie Rose 

Weeknights at 5pm & 11pm: Acclaimed interviewer and broadcast journalist Charlie Rose 

engages America's best thinkers, writers, politicians, athletes, entertainers,business leaders and 

scientists in one-on-one interviews and roundtable discussions. 10 One hours per week. 

 

Washington Week with Gwen Ifill 

Friday at 8pm: Host Gwen Ifill discusses Washington DC events of the week. One half-hour 

per week. 

 

Charlie Rose – The Week 

Friday at 8:30pm: This new Friday night program will provide a retrospective of the best 

stories and interviews from the nightly PBS program CHARLIE ROSE.The show will capture 

the defining moments in politics, science, business, culture, media and sports. One half-hour per 

week. 

 

Fons & Porter: Love of Quilting 

Saturday at 9:30am: Marianne Fons & Liz Porter, the most popular quilters on public 

television, continue their quilting series full of fun, in-depth demonstrations on the art and craft 

of creating beautiful quilts. Beginner or expert, viewers with a passion for quilting will be 

inspired by Fons and Porter's tips, designs and techniques. One half-hour per week. 

 

 

Martha Stewart’s Cooking School 

Saturday at Noon: Imagine having Martha Stewart at your side in the kitchen, teaching you 

how to hold a chef's knife, select the very best ingredients, truss a chicken and much more. In 

"Martha's Stewart's Cooking School, " you get just that. One half-hour per week. 

 

Martha Bakes 

Saturday at 12:30pm: This series enables the home baker to create the finest desserts and 

goodies in his or her home kitchen. Throughout the series Martha Stewart shares the best tips and 

techniques, giving viewers the confidence to create delectable baked goods -- from scratch -- in 

their own kitchens. One half-hour per week. 

 

Cook’s Country 

Saturday at 1pm. COOK'S COUNTRY features the best regional home cooking - from potluck 

dinners and holiday favorites to simple suppers and lost recipes. The Daytime EmmyÂ®- 

nominated series takes the same practical, no-nonsense and scientific approach as Cook's 

Countrymagazine by providing home cooks with foolproof recipes and cooking techniques 

developed through rigorous investigation and careful testing. One half-hour per week 

 

America’s Test Kitchen from Cook’s Illustrated 

Saturday at 1:30pm: AMERICA'S TEST KITCHEN FROM COOK'S ILLUSTRATED's 

ensemble of chefs, cooks, testers and tasters, led by ATK's sartorial "editor-in-chef" Christopher 

Kimball, reveal the best ways to prepare favorite dishes. One half-hour per week. 
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Delicious TV: Totally Vegetarian 

Saturday at 2pm. "Delicious TV" is a new cooking and lifestyle series hosted by Toni Fiore. 

Produced locally in Portland, Maine, the show is lively, colorful, and upbeat. Toni's culinary 

style is casual and Mediterranean and her emphasis is on fresh ingredients easily prepared. 

"Delicious TV" offers not just recipes but the facts, delights, and challenges of the vegetarian 

lifestyle as well as invaluable advice on the latest trends in vegetarian food. To many people the 

art of easily preparing great vegetarian food still remains a mystery. "Delicious TV" dispels the 

mystery and makes eating healthy...delicious! One half-hour per week. 

 

Sara’s Weeknight Meals 

Saturday at 2:30pm. Renowned chef, television personality, magazine editor and cookbook 

author Sara Moulton brings her signature warmth and informative style back to public television 

in her new series, SARA'S WEEKNIGHT MEALS. Sara and her celebrity-chef friends share 

their ideas for flavorful, healthy meals with minimal fuss. Twenty fast-paced and engaging 

episodes feature quick, delicious and routine-breaking entrees designed to inspire and empower 

home cooks. Episodes include: "Breakfast for Dinner," "Soup for Supper" and "The Substantial 

Sandwich." One half-hour per week. 

 

Ask This Old House 

Saturday at 3pm: Host Kevin O'Connor, general contractor Tom Silva, plumbing and heating 

expert Richard Trethewey, landscape contractor Roger Cook and guest experts make personal 

HOUSE calls, guiding viewers through home improvement techniques. One half-hour per week. 

 

This Old House 

Saturday at 3:30pm. America's favorite home improvement series, the Emmy Award-winning 

THIS OLD HOUSE, with host Kevin O'Connor, general contractor Tom Silva, plumbing and 

heating expert Richard Trethewey, landscape contractor Roger Cook and master carpenter Norm 

Abram. One half-hour per week. 

 

Woodwright’s Shop 

Saturday at 4pm. THE WOODWRIGHT'S SHOP demonstrates traditional furniture making. 

One half-hour per week. 

 

Rough Cut - Woodworking with Tommy Mac 

Saturday at 4:30pm. ROUGH CUT - WOODWORKING WITH TOMMY MAC invites 

viewers into the world of respected furniture maker Tommy MacDonald, as he travels to historic 

landmarks to gain design inspiration and then returns to his workshop to demonstrate the steps 

and techniques needed to create future family heirlooms. In each episode, MacDonald shares his 

skills and best practices, providing detailed project instructions for anyone interested in learning 

the basics of the craft. Each half-hour includes three segments: "Basic Woodworking 

Techniques," "Weekend Projects" and "The Field Trip." One half-hour per week. 

 

Rick Steves’ Europe 

Sunday at 11:30am. RICK STEVES' EUROPE offers a fresh perspective on the best travel 

advice, including where to stay, what to see and how to get around in Europe. Rick Steves shares 

his extensive knowledge of European history, art and culture. His years as America's most 

popular European guidebook author blends with his relaxed but informative style to make this 

one of public television's most popular series. One half-hour per week. 10/26 – TFN 
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Globe Trekker 

Sunday at Noon: GLOBE TREKKER transports viewers to unforgettable destinations through 

its stunning photography, rhythmic indigenous music and spirit of adventure. In each episode, 

one vibrant young traveler ventures off the beaten path to soak up the local culture, sample the 

cuisine and revel in breathtaking vistas. In keeping with their aim of "living as the locals do," 

charismatic hosts Ian Wright, Justine Shapiro, Zay Harding, Megan McCormick and others 

explore everything from big-city landmarks to exotic sights in remote villages. One hour per 

week.  

 

Penquins: Spy in the Huddle, A Nature Special Report 

Wednesday at 8PM (10/1 – 10/8) & Sunday at 10:30AM (10/5 – 10/12). For nearly a year, 50 

animatronic cameras disguised as realistic life-size penguins infiltrated penguin colonies to 

record the tough challenges penguins face from the moment they emerge from the sea to raising 

their chicks and finally returning to the water. The intimate,emotional and sometimes amusing 

behavior of nature's most devoted parents bringing up their young against the most extraordinary 

odds is revealed as never before. Four, One hour per week. 

 

Nova 

Wednesday at 9pm & Sunday at 9:30am. PBS' premier science series helps viewers of all ages 

explore the science behind the headlines. Along the way, NOVA programs demystify science 

and technology and highlight the people involved in scientific pursuits. Two airings, One hour 

program. 

 

Rise of the Black Pharaoh’s 

Wednesday at 10pm. Archeologists discover evidence of an advanced African society in the 

heart of Sudan. One hour on 10/1. 

 

Austin City Limits Celebrates 40 Years 

Friday at 9pm. The star-studded special celebrates the trailblazing music series' 40th 

anniversary. With guest hosts Jeff Bridges, Matthew McConaughey and Sheryl Crow, the two-

hour broadcast features memorable moments from the show's remarkable run, anchored by some 

of the brightest stars in the show's history returning to the AUSTIN CITY LIMITS stage for 

incredible performances. Highlights include legends Willie Nelson, Bonnie Raitt, Foo Fighters, 

Emmylou Harris, Kris Kristofferson, Gary Clark Jr., Lyle Lovett, Alabama Shakes, Buddy Guy 

and more performing in celebration of AUSTIN CITY LIMITS' legacy as an American music 

institution over the last four decades. One, two hour program aired 10/3. 

 

Austin City Limits 

Saturday at Midnight: AUSTIN CITY LIMITS continues its longstanding tradition of 

showcasing the best of original American music and beyond. Musical styles range from 

contemporary and traditional pop to rock, country, blues, bluegrass, Latin, folk, roots and more. 

All find a home on the AUSTIN CITY LIMITS stage. One, one hour program per week. 

 

Antiques Roadshow 

Monday at 8pm & 9pm. ANTIQUES ROADSHOW cameras capture tales of family heirlooms, 

yard sale bargains and long-lost items salvaged from attics and basements, while experts reveal 

the fascinating truths about these finds. Two, one hour programs per week. 
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Great Estates of Scotland 

Sunday at 10:30pm (10/5) & Saturday at 11pm (11pm). This four-part series takes an in-depth 

look at the workings of some of Scotland's most magnificent country estates through the eyes of 

the current owners, the ghillies, the gardeners and the housekeepers, not forgetting the paying 

guests who frequent these stunning country estates. The programs, filmed entirely in Scotland, 

tell the fascinating stories behind these magnificent buildings. . Two, one hour programs. 

 

Secrets of Highclere Castle 

Sunday at 11:30pm (10/5) & Sunday at 11pm (12/28). The behind the scenes story of the one 

of the England's most spectacular country houses is shared. Two, one hour programs. 

 

Makers 

Tuesday @ 9pm (10/7 – 10/28). Six new documentaries in the MAKERS project feature 

groundbreaking American women in different spheres of influence: war, comedy, space, 

business, Hollywood and politics. Each program will profile prominent women and relate their 

struggles, triumphs and contributions as they reshaped and transformed the landscape of their 

chosen vocations. One, one hour program per week. 

 

Frontline 

Tuesdays @ 9 or 10pm: As PBS' premier public affairs series, FRONTLINE's stature is 

reaffirmed each week through incisive documentaries covering the scope and complexity of the 

human, social and political experience. One 1 – 2 hour program per week. 

 

Live from Lincoln Center 

Friday at 9pm (10/10) & Wednesday at 8pm (12/31) LIVE FROM LINCOLN CENTER 

brings live performances of opera, drama, music, and dance direct from the stages of Lincoln 

Center for the Performing Arts in New York City into American homes, making the world's 

greatest artists accessible to a nationwide audience. One 90 minute program and one, two hour 

program. 

 

Katmai: Alaska’s Wild Peninsula 

Friday at 11:30pm (10/10): Filmmaker John Grabowska reveals a cloud-cloaked landscape, the 

wilderness of the Alaska Peninsula. One half-hour program. 

 

Ultimate Restorations 

Sunday at 2pm & 11pm or 11;30pm (10/12 – 12/28): ULTIMATE RESTORATIONS follows 

the rescue and refurbishment of some of the most valuable mechanical icons of the Golden Age 

(1880-1940), an era considered a high point in innovation and craftsmanship. The series tells the 

spellbinding stories behind the restorations of eight irreplaceable masterpieces - from a fire 

engine, a railroad car and a yacht to a carousel, a spy plane and the world's largest musical 

instrument. The passionate restorers and committed craftspeople discuss the challenges 

associated with reviving these massive icons. The drama can involve moving huge pieces of 

equipment, salvaging from sea-floor beds, searching for rare parts, and dealing with complicated 

mechanical systems. Two airings, one hour program per week. 

 

Independent Lens 

Mondays at 9 or 10pm. This acclaimed Emmy Award-winning anthology series features 

documentaries and a limited number of fiction films united by the creative freedom, artistic 

achievement and unflinching visions of their independent producers. INDEPENDENT LENS 
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features unforgettable stories about a unique individual, community or moment in history. The 

series is supported by interactive companion  

Web sites and national publicity and community engagement campaigns. One 1 – 2 hour 

program per week. 

 

Roadtrip Nation 

Various Times: ROADTRIP NATION follows a group of roadtrippers as they traverse the 

United States and meet fascinating leaders who share stories of following their passions and 

realizing their dreams. One half-hour program at various times 

 

Gershwins’ Porgy and Bess from San Francisco Opera 

Friday at 9pm (10/17). Eric Owens and Laquita Mitchell star in the story of a disabled man and 

the headstrong woman he loves. One, three hour episode. 

 

How We Got to Now with Steven Johnson 

Wednesday at 9PM (10/15) & 10pm (10/22 – 11/12): Extraordinary ideas, innovations and 

unsung heroes who helped make America's water supply cleaner. One, two hour program, five 

one hour programs  

 

POV 

Monday at 10pm (10/6). POV presents an array of groundbreaking and distinctive perspectives 

on contemporary life as chronicled by some of America' s and Europe's most visionary non-

fiction filmmakers. One, 90 minute program. 

 

Finding Your Roots 

Tuesday at 8pm (10/7 – 11/25) & Sunday at 1pm (10/5 – 11/30. Finding Your Roots with 

Henry Louis Gates, Jr. is the 12th and latest series from the renowned cultural critic and Harvard 

scholar. In this 10-part series, Professor Gates continues the quest he begun in African American 

Lives 1 and 2 and Faces of America delving into the genealogy and genetics of an all new group 

of famous Americans. The series combines history and science in a fascinating exploration of 

race, family, and identity in today's America. Each hour features a different pair of celebrity 

guests, who are bound together by an intimate, sometimes hidden link, whether it be as old 

friends, through long-lost relatives, or even through a common ancestral past. Two airings, one 

hour program per week. 

 

Film School Shorts 

Various Dates & Times: Film School Shorts is a new weekly series that showcases short 

student films from across the country. Each week, viewers can watch hot new episodes featuring 

quirky comedies, slice-of-life dramas and hard-hitting thrillers from cutting edge filmmakers. 

Short Films + Big Productions = Film School Shorts. Various dates & times. 

 

Art in the 21
st
 Century 

Friday at 10pm (10/24 – 11/24). This series focuses on contemporary visual art and artists in the 

United States. Each episode profiles three to four artists. In short segments, featured artists speak 

directly to the audience in their own words, reflecting on their lives, sources of inspiration, and 

working processes. Profiled artists include painters, sculptors, printmakers, photographers, 

installation and video artists, as well as artists working with new media, environmental or public 

issues, and hybrid forms. Filmed in their studios, homes, and exhibition spaces, these artists 

demonstrate the full breadth of artistic practice across the country and reveal the depth of inter-

generational and multicultural talent. Four, one hour programs. 
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Great Performances  

Friday at 9pm (10/24, 11/21 & 12/12). GREAT PERFORMANCES, the longest-running 

performing arts anthology on television, continues to feature the best in the performing arts. 

Three programs with various lengths. 

 

Michael Feinstein at the Rainbow Room 

Friday at 9pm (10/31). The entertainer presents an all-star evening with Christine Ebersole and 

more artists. One airing, one hour. 

 

Craft in America 

Sunday at 10:30pm (11/2): The power of handmade crafts to help American veterans inspire, 

motivate and heal is documented. One airing, one hour. 

 

Dick Cavett’s Watergate 

Tuesday at 10pm (11/4). From 1972 to 1974, The Dick Cavett Show featured interviews and 

analysis on the Watergate scandal. One airing, one hour program. 

 

PBS NewsHour Special Report – Election 2014 

Tuesday at 9pm. First election returns. One airing – one hour. 

 

PBS NewsHour Election Night 

Tuesday at 11pm. 2014 Election returns. One airing – half-hour 

 

PBS NewsHour Special Report – President Obama’s Immigration Policy Address 

Thursday 11/20 at 8pm. President Obama outlines new Immigration Policy. One airing – half 

hour 

 

Salute to the Troops: In Performance at the White House 

Friday at 9pm (11/7). Willie Nelson, Mary J. Blige and more artists give a musical tribute to the 

service of our troops. One, one hour program. 

 

Ice Warriors – USA Sled Hockey Team 

Monday at 10pm (11/10). The U.S. Ice Sled Hockey team prepares to compete in the Winter 

Paralympics. One airing, one hour. 

 

Navy Seals – Their Untold Story 

Tuesday at 9pm (11/11). U.S. Navy SEALs provide firsthand accounts of ticking-clock 

missions and clandestine operations. One airing, two hour program. 

 

Hitmakers 

Friday at 9pm (11/14). Artists and label mavericks provide a look at the music industry's 

resilience in the digital age. One airing, one hour program. 

 

Cold War Roadshow: American Experience 

Tuesday at 9pm (11/18). The bizarre barnstorming across America by Soviet Premier Nikita 

Khrushchev in 1959 is revisited. One airing, one hour program. 

 

To Catch a Comet 

Wednesday at 10pm (11/19): A spacecraft orbiter attempts to land on the surface of a comet as 

it zooms around the sun. One airing - one hour program 
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Jay Leno: The Mark Twain Prize 

Sunday at 8pm (11/23) & Tuesday at 10pm (11/25). The biggest names in comedy salute the 

former "Tonight Show" host, comedian and performer. Two airings, 90 minute each. 

 

Richard Pryor: Icon 

Sunday at 9:30pm (11/23). The enduring influence of one of America's greatest comics is 

explored.  One, one hour program. 

 

Return to the Wild: The Chris McCandless Story 

Tuesday at 9pm (11/24). Letters and new interviews shed light on the life and death of 

American hiker Chris McCandless. One, one hour program. 

 

Sacred Journey’s with Bruce Feiler 

Tuesday at 9pm & 10pm (12/16 – 12/30) & Sunday at 3pm & 4pm ( 12/21 – 12/28). Join host 

Bruce Feiler on an unprecedented journey to the world's most meaningful landscapes and 

rigorous religious pilgrimages. Feiler and contemporary sojourners journey to sacred sites 

cherished by billions and visited annually by hundreds of millions of pilgrims. Each episode 

follows a modern-day pilgrim on a private spiritual journey. The series presents a comprehensive 

picture of the practice of pilgrimage in its varied expressions around the globe, over thousands of 

years. Two airings, one hour programs per week.  

 

Journey to Planet Earth 

Wednesday at 10pm (12/17). The link between extreme weather events, climate change and 

national security threats is examined. One airing, one hour program. 

 

Tales from the Royal Bedchamber 

Sunday at 10:30pm (12/21) & Saturday at 9pm (12/27). Historian Lucy Worsley reveals the 

importance of the palace's regal bedroom to past monarchs. Two airings, one hour programs. 

 

Bing Crosby: American Masters 

Friday at 9pm (12/26). The life and legend of the iconic entertainer is told through film footage 

and interviews with his family. One airing, 90 minute program 

 

The Great British Baking Show 

Sunday at 8pm (12/28). Twelve amateur bakers enter the competition tent to duplicate Mary 

Berry's Classic Cherry Cake. One airing, one hour program. 

 

Michael Feinstein New Year’s Eve at the Rainbow Room 

Wednesday at 10pm (12/31). Entertainer Michael Feinstein performs with Darren Criss, Aaron 

Tveit, Christine Ebersole and more. One airing, one hour program. 

 

 

 

Local Electoral Affairs Programming 
 

Your Vote 2014: 1
st
 Congressional District Debate 

 Thursday 10/9 at 8pm, Sunday 10/12 at 5pm and Sunday 11/2 at 11am. Congressional 

candidate’s debate. Three airings, one hour program.  
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Your Vote 2014: 2nd Congressional District Debate 

 Thursday 10/16 at 8pm, Sunday 10/19 at 5pm and Sunday 11/2 at 12 noon. Congressional 

candidate’s debate. Three airings, one hour program. 

 

Your Vote 2014: US Senate Debate 

 Wednesday 10/22 & 10/29 at 8pm, Sunday 10/16 at 5pm and Sunday 11/2 at 1pm. US 

Senate candidate’s debate. Four airings, one hour program 

 

Your Vote 2014: Maine Governor Debate 

 Thursday 10/23 at 8pm & Sunday 10/26 at 6pm.  Maine Governor Candidate’s debate. Two 

airings, half -hour program. 

 

1972 Debate: Margaret Chase Smith/William Hathaway 

Thursday 10/23 at 8:30pm. Senator Margaret Chase Smith takes on challenger William 

Hathaway in this 1972 MPBN U.S. Senate debate. One half-hour program. 

 

2014 Maine Gubernatorial Debate 

Thursday 10/30 at 8pm & Sunday 11/2 at 2pm. Maine Governor Candidate’s debate. Two 

airings, one hour program.  

 

 

Independently Produced Programming 
 

 

The Story of the Acadians 

Thursday 10/2 at 10pm & Saturday 10/4 at 11am. French settlers arrived at Isle St. Croix off 

the coast of Maine in 1604. Two airings – one hour each. 

 

Maine Frontier: Through the Lens of Isaac Simpson 

Thursday 10/9 at 10pm & Saturday 10/11 at 11am. This documentary illustrates life, work, 

family and culture in northern Maine at the turn of the century, eulogizing the exemplary 

photography of Isaac Simpson. Two airings – one hour each. 

 

One Alcoholic to Another 

Thursday 10/16 at 10pm & Saturday 10/18 at 11am. Two filmmakers demystify Alcoholics 

Anonymous, an organization that has helped millions achieve sobriety. Two airings – one hour 

each. 

 

Beyond 88 Keys: The Music of Michael Arnowitt 

Thursday 10/23 at 10pm & Saturday 10/15 at 11am. An extraordinary concert pianist is seen 

through his multifaceted musical and political life. Two airings – one hour 15 minutes each.  

 

Acadia Sights and Sounds 

Thursday 10/30 at 10pm & Saturday 11/1 at 11am. Arial photography of Acadia National 

Park.  Two airings – one hour 10 minutes each. 

 

On The Edge: Island Communities 

Thursday 11/6 at 10pm & Saturday 11/8 at 11am. Maine's 15 year-round island communities 

survive mainly on lobstering. Two airings – one hour each. 
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Maine: America’s Coast 
Thursday 11/13 at 10pm & Saturday 11/15 at 11am. Arial photography of Maine’s coast. Two 

airings – one hour program. 

 

Household: Four Stories of Kinship and Curiosity 

Thursday 11/20 at 10pm & Saturday 11/22 at 11am. Four people observe and narrate the story 

of one another's families, revealing the unique social bonds they have formed. Two airings – one 

hour 30 minutes each. 

 

Circus Dreams 

Thursday 11/27 at 10pm. Chronicles a year in the life of Circus Smirkus, one of the world's 

only traveling youth circuses. One airing – one hour program. 

 

The Rivals 

Thursday 12/4 at 8pm, Sunday 12/7 at 3pm & Wednesday 12/10 at 8pm. Two rival Maine 

High School football teams prepare for their annual game. Three airings – one hour 32 minute 

programs. 

 

An American Nurse 

Thursday 12/18 at 10pm & Saturday 12/20 at 11am. Nurse Marion Rice spent four years in 

France during World War I helping wounded soldiers and civilians. Two airings – 37 minute 

program. 

 

The County 

Thursday 12/18 at 10:40pm & Saturday 12/20 at 11:40am. Midsummer haying, potato 

harvest, dogsled racing and other activities depict a year in Aroostook County. Two airings – 18 

minute program. 

 

Christmas Greetings from Aroostock 

Tuesday 12/22 at 10pm & Thursday 10/25 at 10pm. Featured are the Heavenly Harpers of 

Houlton, sleigh rides in Mapleton, a Santa Lucia procession in New Sweden and making 

tourtiere in The Valley. Two airings – half-hour program. 

 

Passion for Snow 

Saturday 12/27 at 11am. People in New England have developed many aspects of the modern 

ski industry. One airing – one hour program. 

 

Windows to the Wild 

Saturday at 10am. Join Willem Lange and friends explore nature in New England. Join Willem 

Lange and friends as they tackle the icy trails of Mount Moosilauke in Benton, NH on January 

1st and enjoy beautiful, snow-covered landscapes and a stunning hour above the clouds. One 
airing, 30 minute programs per week. 
 

IncredibleMaine 

Saturday at 10:30am. Host’s LC Van Savage and Allan Broadstreet explore events and places 

in Maine. One airing, 30 minute programs per week. 
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I certify that the statements in this application are true, complete, and correct to the best of my 

knowledge and belief, and are made in good faith. 
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Tristan G. Richards 
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