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On-going programming providing significant treatment of local and national community 
issues: 
 
Democracy Now, Monday-Friday, 9 am - 10 am, 7 pm - 8 pm 
Democracy Now! is an independent, global news hour anchored by award-winning journalists Amy 
Goodman and Juan González that airs on 1,300+ TV and radio stations in the United States and around 
the world. Live stream the show on Monday through Friday 8-9am ET  
http://www.democracynow.org 
 
KVMR Evening News, Monday-Friday, 6 pm - 6:30 pm 
NPR National headlines followed by Local Weather, and then local news information provided by the 
volunteers and staff of KVMR 
http://www.kvmr.org/news 
 
KVMR Monthly Newsletter  
KVMR sends out a monthly newsletter to keep members of the community aware of local events as well 
as happenings of the radio station. Missed a newsletter? Click the links to get back up to speed!  
http://www.kvmr.org/enewsletter-archive 
 
NPR News, Monday-Friday,  7 am, 8 am, 12 pm, 6pm 
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/500005/npr-news-now 
 
 
 
Community Issues by Category -- 
 
Coronavirus / Pandemic 

● KVMR provides daily updates of local infections, recoveries hospitalizations, and deaths 
as officially reported on the Nevada County dashboard: 
https://www.mynevadacounty.com/2924/Coronavirus 

● Live broadcast of Governor Gavin Newsom’s noontime address to the state of California. 
● KQED Forum - a state-wide broadcast provided to public radio stations in California in 

response to the pandemic.  Aired Monday-Friday at 10 am. 
● Interviews with and statements from officials from the Nevada County Office of 

Emergency Services, Sierra Nevada Memorial Hospital, and local law enforcement 
representatives. 

● Updates on business activity, including measures taken to allow social distancing, 
outdoor dining and entertainment within the constraints of established guidelines. 

 
  

http://www.democracynow.org/
http://www.kvmr.org/news
http://www.kvmr.org/enewsletter-archive
https://www.mynevadacounty.com/2924/Coronavirus


Public Safety Power Shutoff 
● KVMR provides information regarding PSPS events scheduled and enacted by PG&E, 

the local electrical utility.  These events can last for several days and result in not only 
loss of power but in some cases loss of cell phone and Internet connectivity to a wide 
area. 

● During the actual PSPS event, top-of-the-hour updates are provided to allow listeners 
who may need to conserve battery power to receive local updates at a scheduled time. 
The PSPS events so far this year were: 

○ September 7 through September 9 
○ September 27 through September 28 

 
Wildfire information dissemination 

● KVMR works closely with Yubanet, a local news-gathering service, as well as the Office 
of Emergency Services to provide up-to-date information regarding evacuation warnings, 
mandatory evacuation notices, wildfire preparedness and prevention, hazardous fuel 
mitigation, code red signup information, and other important information related to 
wildfire safety. 

● As with PSPS events, KVMR provides top-of-the-hour updates during wildfire 
emergencies and evacuations, providing listeners the opportunity to tune in at a specific 
time for information.  While there were numerous smaller fires in the area reported by 
KVMR, there were three significant incidents: 

○ Jones Fire - Major risk and mandatory evacuations between August 17 and 
August 21.  During this time KVMR provided hourly updates as well as additional 
information as it became available.  Full containment of the Jones fire was 
achieved on August 28, with a total of 21 structures destroyed. 

○ North Complex Fire - Major risk and mandatory evacuations between September 
8 and September 14, with the fire making a very destructive run the night of 
September 8th-9th.  This is a very large fire with a current estimate of 2,471 
structures destroyed and 15 fatalities.  It has not yet been contained. 

○ Willow Fire - Started and spread during a significant wind event early morning 
September 9th.  Major risk and mandatory evacuation orders issued that morning 
as the fire grew to over 1,300 acres.  Full containment was achieved on 
September 14, with a total of 41 structures destroyed. 

 
Additional significant community issues 

● Black Lives Matter protests and counter-protests - While not as violent as other areas of 
the country, this community has experienced some clashes between these two groups, 
both of whom are very passionate about their cause.  KVMR provided several reports 
and updates following an August 9th confrontation between these two groups as part of 
our daily news reports.  

● Air quality reports - With the increase in wildfires this year, air quality is a significant 
factor in our community’s overall health, with unhealthy air being commonplace for days 



on end.  KVMR now provides an air quality report for various locations throughout our 
listening area as part of our daily newscasts. 

● Water news - a weekly news report with hydrologist Steve Baker of Operation Unite, 
covering topics related to water quality and management with a focus on water topics 
specific to the KVMR listening area. 

● Honoring area residents - KVMR’s weekly program “The Sages Among US” features 
in-depth interviews with community residents ranging from philanthropists to elected 
officials to founders of charitable organizations who have made a significant positive 
impact on the community. 

● Festival Retrospective - KVMR has made a significant investment to facilitate live remote 
broadcasts.  In place of our regularly-scheduled events, which have been cancelled this 
year, KVMR provided a retrospective of the Grass Valley Father’s Day Bluegrass 
Festival, the High Sierra Music Festival, and the KVMR Celtic festival.  These events are 
normally broadcast live on KVMR.  Our retrospective broadcasts provided an opportunity 
for KVMR’s audience to enjoy music from past festivals and provided a much-needed 
respite from the doldrums of covid-19. 
 

 
 
 


