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       Early this season, post-season play appeared to be the destiny of the Boston Red Sox. Then 

several key injuries caused that hope to slip away. The key injury was to catcher and Captain 

Jason Varitek.  During his five weeks on the disabled list, the Sox faltered.  But the year that 

Designated Hitter David Ortiz is having has reinforced the belief that he is “the greatest clutch 

hitter in Red Sox history.”   Ortiz gets many more chances for heroics because the consistent 

slugger, Manny Ramirez, hits behind him in the Boston line-up.  

 

Educational theme: Injuries are an expected aspect of athletics so other teammates must be 

prepared to play. To be ready to perform, one must prepare in advance.   

Educational theme: Leaders are recognized by the quality of their actions and the integrity of 

their intent. 

Educational theme: Performing under pressure results in heroic game-winning actions. This is a 

learned skill. Competitors must practice under pressure to be able to perform consistently in a 

mythical manner. 

 

“Act Two”: The segment features the “Top Five Things You Didn’t Know About the Red Sox.” 

One of those is that pitcher Julian Tavarez is brimming with confidence. 

       Legendary baseball superstar, George Herman “Babe” Ruth was a Boston Red Sox pitcher 

before he was traded to the New York Yankees. “Babe’s” bat is the star of a new baseball movie, 

“Everyone’s Hero.”  

 

Educational theme: Confidence is a key to excellence. Excellence can be attained if one strives 

for perfection. Believe in yourself! 

Educational theme: Sport is a source of entertainment. Other forms of entertainment use sport 

as a milieu to please, amuse and divert both players and fans. 

 

“Pitch, Hit and Run”: This segment stresses the fundamentals of baseball to help children 

develop their game. Plays at the plate are this week’s topic. Many believe catching to be the 

toughest position on the baseball field because the catcher must be both tough and smart. His 

need for toughness is especially significant when there is a full contact collision with a base 

runner. The catcher attempts to block the plate and the runner executes a full body block in an 

attempt to run over the catcher. Players and fans enjoy the excitement and impact of the 

collision. If the catcher holds the ball, the runner is out. If the catcher drops the ball, the runner 

scores. 

 

Educational theme: At all levels of amateur baseball such contact is considered to be 

“malicious contact.” The penalty is that the runner is out and ejected from the game. 

Educational theme: At the professional level, “running over the catcher” is considered part of 

the game.  Both fans and players enjoy the physical force exerted in the game. 

 



“Front Row Fans”: Bostonians consider themselves to be the “best fans in the world.” Andy 

Ross, guitarist in the OK GO band grew up in Massachusetts and that is all one needs to be a Red 

Sox fan. His family also passed on the feeling of “impending doom.” Sox fans are known for 

their “eternal hope” every year.  It’s that eternal hope that makes Boston fans fanatics. 

 

Educational theme: Fanatics are people motivated with extreme unreasonable enthusiasm. They 

are ardent devotees.  

Educational theme: Sportsmanship requires your desire to win to be equal to your desire to be a 

good sport. 

 

“How „bout that!”: The show and particularly this act continued an all access look at MLB with 

behind the scenes cameras and wireless microphones. This act showed magnificent home runs, a 

rare triple play and spectacular leaping and diving catches. Players demonstrated their great skill 

and talent during competition.  

 

Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty and graceful elegance 

of human movement. The demonstration of baseball skills and excellence of execution are 

performed by elite athletes. Modeling can result once the learner has carefully observed and 

comprehended the biomechanics of the athletic movement. 

 
 


