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       TWIB used hidden cameras and wireless microphones to give viewers an all access 

look at the 2006 MLB All Star Game experience in Pittsburgh. But first TWIB reviewed 

some of the unique events the show captured during the first weeks of the regular season.  

       The MLB All Star Game includes several fun events. The first is the “Home Run 

Derby”, a power-hitting contest that, this year, was a mixture of young stars and veterans. 

Six sluggers were eliminated, leaving David Wright of the New York Mets and Ryan 

Howard of the Philadelphia Phillies.   Wright started strong but tired and Howard 

eventually won the contest. 

       The All Star Game is more than a simple exhibition because the winning side will get 

the “home field “ advantage in the World Series. American League manager Ozzie 

Guillen said it best,  “I am going to manage this game like it is the final game of the 

World Series.”   

       Highlights of the game were the power pitching of Brad Penny with three strikeouts. 

Then Vladamir Guerrero’s home run gave the AL the lead, only to be tied with David 

Wright’s home run. In the bottom of the ninth inning with the NL leading 2-1, the AL 

was down to one strike remaining. Then Michael Young hit a two run triple to win the 

game. Young was also named the Most Valuable Player. 

Educational theme: Competition is a valuable motivational tool for the promotion of 

optimal performance, especially when the result is considered to have value. 

Educational theme: Success begins with high expectations of the leadership. Success 

requires not only harder work, but also working smarter. 

Educational theme: For fans and players, the drama and excitement of a game-winning 

act is unparalleled in sport. Documentation of athletic events provides much of the legend 

and tradition of sport, while creating fun and interest for both fans and players. 

 

“Act Two”: This segment featured “The Top Five Things that Happened in the First Half 

of the Season,” including San Francisco Giants Barry Bonds 715
th

 home run which 

enabled him to pass the immortal George Herman “Babe” Ruth. 

       TWIB then followed first time All Stars, pitcher Jonathan Papelbon and third 

baseman David Wright through the all-star experience.  We got to observe the young men 

participating in the All-Star parade, several autograph opportunities, the Home Run 

Derby, bull pen activities and dugout excitement.  

Educational theme: Much of the legend and lore of MLB is centered on seemingly 

insignificant or inessential matters. For fans and players, trivia is a source of fun and 

interest that makes it the American game.  

Educational theme: Landmark games and events lead to excitement for fans and 

players. 

 

“Pitch, Hit and Run”: This act, also known as Baseball 101, stresses the fundamentals 

of baseball. Baseball basics were on display in Pittsburgh at the finals of the 2006 Pitch, 

Hit and Run Challenge. Children participated in several competitive baseball skills 



activities to determine champions. The objective of the program is to encourage children 

to participate in baseball and be active. 

Educational theme: Competition is a valuable motivational tool for the promotion of 

learning to compete, especially when the consequence is considered to have merit. 

Competition is also necessary for the psychological development of children. Contests 

can be specifically designed to foster interest and skill to properly direct the competitive 

nature of children. Those tests of achievement can be fun, enjoyable and physically 

challenging for the student-athlete. These are healthy components of participation. 

 

“Front Row Fans”: This piece captured the thoughts of fans attending the All Star 

Game. 

       Another of the events that encompass the All Star Game is the “Legends and 

Celebrities Softball Game.” For some of the celebrities, mingling with the legends 

brought back childhood memories. 

Educational theme: Spectators have deep and lasting loyalties to teams that contribute to 

civic pride and the total meaning of baseball in the American culture.  

Educational theme: Recalling positive childhood experiences creates warm and fuzzy 

emotions that help in the psychological development of adults. For many celebrities 

associating with legendary baseball players, are positive emotional experiences, because 

they respect and appreciate the effort required to achieve the elite status of a legend. 

 

“How „bout that!”: This traditional part of TWIB reviewed the most amazing plays 

from the first half of the season. MLB players cited their favorite plays, including 

spectacular catches, a dramatic straight steal of home, fast reacting catches by pitchers, 

game winning home runs and an unusual defensive play. 

Educational theme: The demonstration of skill and excellence of execution are found in 

the elite level of athletics. Through the utilization of kinesthetic modeling learners can 

duplicate biomechanical athletic movements of premier ball players. 
 


