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       This week TWIB spotlighted the Oakland Athletics by using behind the scenes cameras and 

hidden microphones. Since 1999, only the New York Yankees and the Atlanta Braves have won 

more games than Oakland. After their normal slow start, Oakland is back to their winning ways. 

The A’s innovative formula for winning is, in large part, the philosophy of general manager Billy 

Beane. Beane’s unique scouting and player development programs are second to none. 

       Oakland reached the All Star break tied for first place. Outfielder Nick Swisher and third 

baseman Eric Chavez have been the leading hitters. Now the pitching staff, led by All-Star 

southpaw Barry Zito has given the Athletics reasons to look forward to the remainder of the 

season.   

Educational theme: Philosophy is the application of fundamental beliefs and principles. It is the 

foundation of sport knowledge, sport science, sport management, and techniques and tactics. 

 

“Act Two”: Among “The Top Five Things You Didn’t Know About the A’s” is the fact that 

they produced the last two American League Rookies of the Year, outfielder Nick Swisher and 

relief pitcher Huston Street. 

       Swisher is a fun-loving, talkative “character.”  But the A’s have a long line of “characters” 

in their history, including Rollie Fingers, Billy Martin, and Reggie Jackson. This year, the entire 

A’s team knows how to balance between work and play. They have a loose clubhouse 

atmosphere and have fun, but at game time everyone wants to win.   

Educational theme: Trivia is insignificant and superfluous events; however, it is an important 

aspect of the lore, legends and traditions of MLB. For fans and players, trivia is a source of fun 

and interest in the American institution called baseball. 

Educational theme:  Informal play is a source of enjoyment, amusement, and pleasure leading 

to motivation to continue the activity. Fun is the wise use of one’s time, rather than a waste of 

time.  

Educational theme:  The difference between a successful person and others is not the lack of 

skill or knowledge, but rather a lack of will. The will to prepare is more important, than the will 

to win. 

 

“Pitch, Hit and Run”: This act featured the concept of “professional hitters,” e.g., the man who 

always seems to do the right thing with the bat. This is the art of using the entire field, moving 

the runner and demonstrating bat control. Some the of the best “professional hitters” are 2005 

AL batting champion Michael Young of the Texas Rangers, Seattle Mariners outfielder Ichiro 

Suzuki, New York Yankees shortstop Derek Jeter and shortstop David Eckstein of the St. Louis 

Cardinals. 

Educational theme: Sports pedagogy involves the demonstration and explanation of athletic 

movements needed to compete in sport. Pedagogy includes biomechanics, theory, strategy, and 

the mental concepts of athletics.  

Educational theme: There are several types of hitting including power hitting and professional 

hitting. Hitting and hitting for power are two of the evaluated baseball tools. 

 



“Front Row Fans”: TWIB featured the Grammy Award winning rock band Train in this 

segment. Train recognized that “every musician really admires athletes.” While some athletes 

have natural talent, much like musicians, they both need to work hard to develop their skills. 

Train wisely pointed out if you continue to work hard you will get better. 

Educational theme: Both music and baseball are healthy passions that give special meaning to 

the American culture and the American way of life. 

Educational theme: Success requires not only that you work harder, but you must also work 

smarter. 

 

“How „bout that!”: This classic part of TWIB allows viewers to see and hear the week’s best 

plays. This week’s “game winning walk-off’ home runs, creative defensive plays, and 

spectacular leaping and diving catches were featured. 

Educational theme: Once learners have carefully observed elite athletes' movements, they can 

be understood, simulated, and then performed. Proper demonstration and explanation of skills 

give children the opportunity to be physically educated.    
 


