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     This week TWIB continued to employ an all-access look using behind the scenes cameras and 

microphones on the Texas Rangers. It has been seven years since the Rangers won the AL West 

Division championship and this Texas team feels they have what it takes to win. As the second 

half of the season heads into the stretch, the Rangers are poised to pounce. Texas has a collection 

of talented baseball players. The pitching staff is improved with the signing of Kevin Millwood, 

and Vincente Padilla has improved the starting rotation.   Rookie second baseman Ian Kinsler 

has been a key player by adding life to the team. Everyday players like slugger Mark Teixeira, 

the versatile Mark DeRosa, centerfielder Gary Matthews, Jr., and outfielder Brad Wilkerson are 

the core of the ball club. But a pennant race requires an extra edge; therefore, General Manager 

Jon Daniels traded for power hitting Carlos Lee and outfielder Nelson Cruz. 

Educational theme: Attitude is everything. It is a positive force that cannot be stopped, and 

makes the big difference in achievement. 

Educational theme: Teamwork is the ability to work together toward a common vision. 

Teamwork is the ability to direct individual accomplishment toward the baseball club’s 

objectives. It is the fuel that allows common people to attain uncommon results. 

 

“Act Two”: This act featured the “Top 5 Things You Didn’t Know About the Texas Rangers,” 

including the two players who followed their father’s footsteps to the big leagues. Multi-talented 

Jerry Hairston, Jr. is the third generation of his family to play in the Major Leagues. American 

League All-Star Gary Matthews, Jr. followed his father, “Sarge,” who played 16 years in the 

Major Leagues.  

Educational theme: Families create expectations (roles) for children through interaction and 

communication.  

Educational theme: Genetics and opportunities are pathways to success and achievement. 

 

“Pitch, Hit and Run”: This act features the fundamentals of baseball and is designed to help 

children develop their game. Each week TWIB has shown how MLB players put their skills to 

use. American League all-star shortstop Michael Young is respected around the league because 

he is a “gamer.” Many MLB players explain the meaning of the term “gamer” with most 

concluding that a “gamer” is not necessarily the one with the most talent, but one who plays hard 

everyday. He is one who maintains his focus throughout the game, comes prepared to play and 

has an effect on the outcome of the game by doing anything he can do to win. 

Educational theme: Hustle does not take ability. It just takes pride and desire. There are no 

excuses for not hustling, if you make hustle a habit. 

Educational theme: Demand a commitment to victory and excellence and that is what life is. 

The harder you work, the luckier you get. 

Educational theme: The character of an athlete is noticed when they give a sincere, intense, 

focused and honest effort every day. One builds a reputation on performance. 

 

 

 



 

 

“Front Row Fans”: Several loyal Texas Rangers’ fans made comments about the wonderful 

stadium and their favorite players. 

       The O.C. actor, Benjamin McKenzie, explained how he learned to love the game of baseball. 

When he and his brother were children playing in their backyard, he played the role of Texas 

pitching legends, Nolan Ryan and Roger Clemens. The Texas native has adopted the Boston Red 

Sox, as his favorite team. 

Educational theme: Loyalty and love are feelings of intense emotional attachment and affection 

for a team and athletes that contribute to the total meaning of baseball in the American culture. 

This is a healthy psychological attitude. 

Educational theme: Often informal play is an obvious emulation of major league baseball that 

is a source of fun and learning. 

  

“How „bout that!”: The time tested TWIB feature allowed the viewers to see the sights and hear 

the sounds of the week’s best plays. The basics of baseball were witnessed through diving and 

leaping catches, creative plays, long home runs, celebrations, and bloopers. 

Educational theme: Once children have seen what an elite athlete does, it can be better 

understood, then imitated and learned. Learners have the chance to be physically educated by 

observing and then emulating athletic movement. 

Educational theme: The artistic value of sport can be found in the beauty, grace and rhythmic 

patterns of human athletic movements. 
 


