
Re:  This Week In Baseball  

Air Date: July 29, 2006 

 

TWB  #711 

 

       This week TWIB looked at the surprising success of the youngest team in MLB, the Florida 

Marlins. 

       First year manager Joe Girardi believed in his players, so now the players believe in 

themselves. Earlier this season, the Marlins were off to a terrible start, but then they began to 

relax and gain confidence. Led by young superstars Dontrelle Willis, Miguel Cabrera, and Don 

Uggla, the Marlins won a franchise record 18 games in June. Girardi taught his young team what 

to do to be professional, to be prepared, and how to take care of themselves. 

Educational theme: The work ethic of elite athletes includes professionalism, proper 

preparation, expertise and consciousness.  

Educational theme: Confidence is a trusting relationship that leads to a feeling of self-assurance 

and a state of certainty. Baseball players must believe in themselves, so that they can deal with 

the negative aspects of the game. 

 

“Act Two” : Among the “The Top Five Things You Didn’t Know About the Marlins” were that 

the Marlins have used 20 rookies this season. TWIB followed several first year players to see 

what they do in their spare time. On this day the rookies went to Miami’s South Beach to sample 

fine wine, dine and then go clubbing. 

Educational theme: MLB offers baseball players the opportunity to live the fine life of the “rich 

and famous.” Dealing with numerous “off the field” activities is critical in the development of 

elite athletes. Players must learn proper nutrition, media skills, sportsmanship and character 

development. 

  

“Pitch, Hit and Run”: This act features the fundamentals of baseball and is designed to help 

children develop their game.  This week “calling the game” is the topic.  Catchers do more than 

just catch the pitch. They also must “call the game.” This means selecting the pitch to be thrown, 

developing an approach to the hitter, staying with a pitcher’s strength, developing confidence, 

communication, and using the psychology of the game to get the best effort from a pitcher.  

Educational theme: Strategies are both an art and a science using an athlete’s skills to execute 

an effective plan.  

Educational theme: Using sport psychology is the best way to get the most out of athletes by 

building and maintaining communications. 

 

“Front Row Fans”: Florida fans briefly gave their thoughts about the Marlins. 

       The band O.A.R. revealed other passions besides music including playing video games and 

enjoying baseball. They recognize that baseball and music go hand in hand. Each band member 

had different boyhood idols, but they all agree that they are Baltimore Orioles fans. 

Educational theme: Fans develop deep and lasting relationships to teams and contribute to the 

total glory and romance of the chronicles of a community’s history. 

Educational theme: Music and baseball are symbols of history and heritage -- traditional arts, 

and are rituals that capture the character of a people. 

 



“How „bout that!”: The popular and established part of TWIB is now seeing and hearing the 

week’s best plays. While watching, viewers have the opportunity to sing along with Avenged 

Sevenfold, as they performed “Seize the Day.” A multitude of various baseball plays is shown 

including landmark hitting accomplishments, diving catches, bloopers, strong throws, and 

spectacular defensive plays.   

Educational theme: The appreciation of sports can be found in the art and beauty of human 

athletic movement. 

Educational theme: Learners can carefully observe the rhythmical patterns of elite athletic 

movement, and then it can be better understood, imitated and learned. Children have the chance 

to be physically educated by watching and then emulating those athletic movements. 
 


