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       TWIB continues to give viewers a unique all access look at MLB by using behind-the-

scenes cameras and wireless microphones. This week TWIB looked at the Detroit Tigers who 

have the best pitching staff in baseball.  After tying the all-time record for most losses in 2003, 

this is definitely a different year. With a mixture of seasoned veterans and youngsters, the Tigers 

are 30 games above .500.   The Tigers‟ ride from worst to first is due in part to the leadership of 

manager Jim Leyland. Starting in spring training, Leyland talked about preparing to win, rather 

than winning.  Jim emphasized confidence, cockiness and playing the game hard in an effort to 

get everyone focused. A particularly excellent example of this confidence are the 18 “come-

from-behind” wins the Tigers have achieved so far, including a 13
th

 inning victory after lightning 

dimmed some of the lights at the ballpark. 

Educational theme: Champions are made from something deep inside them - a desire, a dream, 

and a vision. 

Educational theme: The will to prepare to win is more important than the will to win.  

Educational theme: True leaders see the need, envision a plan, and empower the team for 

action. By the strength of the leader‟s commitment, the potential and power of the team are 

unleashed. 

 

“Act Two”: One of the “Top Five Things You Didn‟t Know About the Detroit Tigers” is the 

fact that Manager Jim Leyland was signed in 1963 by the Tigers, but never made it to the big 

leagues as a player.  However, Jim has certainly made it as a teacher of baseball and as a major 

league manager. 

       Detroit has the best pitching staff in MLB with a league leading team earned run average of 

3.52. In addition to the veteran Kenny Rogers, youngsters Justin Verlander and Joel Zumaya lead 

the Tigers‟ pitching staff. But not all the young stars in Detroit are pitchers. Rookie outfielder 

Curtis Granderson is also having a great season. 

Educational theme: Baseball is a business as well as a game. There are numerous career 

opportunities, including management, coaching and teaching. 

Educational theme: If you lose sight of the past, you may lose sight of the future. 

 

“Pitch, Hit and  Run”: Much of the credit for the success of the Detroit Tigers pitching staff 

must go to their catcher, “Pudge” Rodriquez. The focus of this segment, which is designed to 

stress the fundamentals of baseball, was catching. Only the best catchers in baseball make it to 

the big leagues and the fundamental baseball tool they require is the ability to throw. The 

important points to throwing are arm strength, technique, quick release and keeping the body in 

shape. 

Educational theme: Arm strength is one of the five baseball “tools” utilized to evaluate 

potential and performance.  

Educational theme:  Biomechanics is the study of human movement based on the principles of 

physics. It goes from looking at sport with the naked eye to microscopic examination. 

 



“Front Row Fans”: The featured fan, Buzz Brainard, is the voice of TWIB.  Buzz is a baseball 

fan and true blue Tiger fan.   From early childhood, Buzz learned to love his favorite players. 

Some of Brainard‟s favorites are Al Kaline, Mark Fidrych, Kurt Gibson and broadcaster Ernie 

Harwell.  Buzz also respects TWIBs‟ connection with Mel Allen. Allen‟s trademark statement 

“How „bout that!” was and is the vocal signature of TWIB.  

Educational theme: The obligation of loyalty toward a team is a deep and lasting emotional 

relationship leading to a healthy passion that often gives a unique meaning to life and contributes 

to the significance of baseball in the American culture. 

Educational theme: Baseball is a double paradox; some must play so others can work and play. 

 

“How „bout that!”: The classic TWIB segment dealt with the sights and sounds of MLB. Many 

spectacular diving defensive plays, several long home runs and an exciting straight steal of home 

plate were featured. 

Educational theme: Once learners have seen elite athletes‟ skills they can be better understood, 

imitated and mastered. Learners have the opportunity to be physically educated by carefully 

watching and emulating those athletic movements. Chance favors the prepared mind. 

Educational theme: The artistic value of athletic movement can be found in the beauty, grace 

and rhythmical patterns of human movement. 
 


