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QUARTERLY REPORT
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PUBLIC AFFAIR ISSUES LIST
April 1 – June 30, 2013

Glades Media has addressed important public affair issues in the past quarter by focusing 
on Agriculture, Hurricane Preparedness, Recycling, Health & Fitness and Economic 
Development.  FM 100.5/ AM 590 WAFC has guests on our weekday morning show 
from 8AM to 9AM. The guests are county officials and other professionals and 
volunteers who are knowledgeable on the subjects covered. The following topics were 
covered during this quarter:

• Agriculture
• Hurricane Preparedness
• Recycling
• Health & Fitness
• Economic Development

April 10, 2013
Issue: Health & Fitness 
Guest: Valerie James, Coordinator for Tobacco Free Hendry County
Topic: Smoking and its adverse effects on health and quality of life

Valerie James, Coordinator for Tobacco Free Hendry County, came in to talk about the 
5th Annual Tobacco Free Florida Week which runs from April 6 through 13. She 
encouraged those who currently smoke to consider putting away the cigarettes, cigars, 
pipe, chew or dip for the week. She also explained that smoking has immediate, adverse 
effects on the body. But, the good news is, as soon as you quit smoking some of those 
effects can be reversed.  Valerie discussed that the World Health Organization calls 
tobacco the leading cause of preventable death in the world. While the risks of cancer and 
heart disease are generally well-known, smoking has many other effects on the body, 
some of those include: nicotine addiction, cardiovascular damage and increased signs of 
aging. Valerie promoted the Smoking Cessation Classes at HRMC for adults and the need 
for us to educate our youth about the adverse effects smoking will have on their body as 
to prevent them from ever picking up the habit.
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April 15, 2013
Issue: Health & Fitness 
Guest: Dr. Carrol, HRMC General Surgeon
Topic: Mammograms and annual preventative health exams

Dr. Carrol, HRMC General Surgeon, spoke about the need for women age 40 or older to 
have a mammogram screening every 1 to 2 years. He explained that regular 
mammograms can reduce a woman's risk of dying from breast cancer by detecting cancer 
in its early stages when cancer is more easily treated. In addition to mammograms Dr. 
Carrol talked about back pain, osteoarthritis and knee pain.  HRMC is constantly looking 
for new specialties to bring to the area and Radiofrequency Nerve Ablation is one that 
can help with these conditions. The procedure works by using an electrical current 
produced by a radio wave to heat up a small area of nerve tissue which then decreases 
pain signals from that area.  

April 30, 2013
Issue: Economic Development
Guest: Gregg Gillman EDC Director of Hendry County
Topic: Air Glades

Gregg Gillman, EDC Director of Hendry County, came in to speak about Air Glades and 
the privatization steps necessary for the airport to come to fruition. The Air Glades 
project was voted on unanimously by the Hendry County Board of County 
Commissioners in April 2013 to move to the next phase. Gregg explained that there are 
23 steps to privatization and the willingness of the Commission to take the first steps 
speaks volumes.  The Air Glades project has the ability to put Hendry County on the map 
and bring a countless number of jobs to the area.  Gregg explained that he has been out 
promoting Air Glades to businesses in both Florida and outside the state. 
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May 2, 2013
Issue: Health & Fitness
Guest: Angelica Pena, Tobacco Cessation Specialist at HRMC
Topic: Smoking Cessation Classes and Diabetes Prevention Program

Angelica Pena, Tobacco Cessation Specialist at HRMC, came in to talk about the 
upcoming program dates for the smoking cessation classes and the dates for the hospitals 
new Diabetes Prevention Program.  She said smoking interferes with your body’s ability 
to create and utilize insulin. She said the Diabetes Prevention Program will look at 
tracking eating habits, fat content in food, and daily caloric intake.  She said the program 
is 16 weeks and lasts one hour per week.  She explained that if you think you may have 
diabetes then HRMC offers an affordable wellness program aimed at improving the 
health of those in the community by offering low cost blood work-ups.  A standard 
HbA1C Diabetes test is offered by the HRMC Wellness Program for just $10 and a 
Glucose test also runs $10.

May 7, 2013
Issue: Health & Wellness
Guest: Bianca Ross, Coordinator of Drug Free Hendry County
Topic: Be the Wall, don’t give children alcohol

With prom, graduation, Memorial Weekend and summer right around the corner Bianca 
Ross, Coordinator of Drug Free Hendry County, came in to talk about the need for 
parents to “Be The Wall” and not give their kids alcohol.  She said the majority of 
Hendry County teens do not drink or do drugs.  She said that teens look to their parents as 
the number one source of reliable information and if they are going to have a serious talk 
about what is expected of them with regards to doing drugs and drinking alcohol most 
teens will choose to respect their parents’ wishes and not partake in illegal activities.  She 
stressed the need for teens to have planned structured activities through the summer 
holiday and that being the parent who provides the alcohol doesn’t always make you the 
cool parent.

 

May 15, 2013
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Issue: Health & Wellness
Guest: Caroline Wright, Author 20 Minute 20 Dollar Meals
Topic: 20 Minute Meals

Caroline Wright, author of 20 Minute 20 Dollar Meals, explained that her book is simple 
enough for newbies in the kitchen as well as sophisticated gourmands.  She said her book 
is perfect for those that don’t want to sacrifice flavor and healthfulness in the name of 
time.  Some of her favorite recipes included Seared Salmon with Orange Rosemary 
Lentils and Sage Rubbed Pork Chops with Grilled Peached and Onion.  

May 16, 2013
Issue: Health & Wellness
Guest: Sherri Brooks Vinton, Author of Put ‘Em Up & Use ‘Em Up
Topic: Preserving fruits and vegetable for year around use

Sherri Brooks Vinton, author of Put ‘Em Up & Use ‘Em Up a new take on preserving and 
cooking with fruit, gave listeners a quick crash course on preserving fruits and 
vegetables.  She says depending on where people live fresh fruits and vegetables are not 
offered year around so canning and preserving offers people the chance to have them on 
hand at all times. She said home cooks have turned to home food preservation because: 
it’s economical and it offers quality control (organic, local no preservatives).  More 
information about preserving can be found at http://sherribrooksvinton.com/.

May 21, 2013
Issue: Hurricane Preparedness
Guest: Art Aiello, Generator and storm preparedness expert
Topic: Hurricane Prep and safe generator usage

Art Aiello, generator and storm preparedness expert, talked about the high probability of 
a major hurricane making landfall in Florida this Hurricane Season.  He said most people 
aren’t ready for a hurricane and they really need to be.  He explained that in order to 
avoid long term damage due to hurricanes you should make sure your home is in good 
repair, install hurricane impact windows, and have a backup power supply.  One of the 
problems that occurs from a hurricane is extended power outages. Mr. Aiello highly 
recommends a generator in the event that this scenario arises.  He says by equipping your 
home with a generator you can maintain climate control, sanitary food conditions, and 
sump pump power. For more information on hurricane preparedness go to 
www.ready.gov.
May 23, 2013
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Issue: Health & Wellness
Guest: Dr. Vinluan, Internal Medicine Specialist with HRMC
Topic: General Wellness Exams and Internal Medicine

Dr. Vinluan, Internal Medicine Specialist with HRMC, came in to talk about 
colonoscopies, mammograms, pap smears, menopause and bone density testing.  He said 
that once people hit a certain age, 50+ they should have their cholesterol checked 
annually in addition they should have a liver and kidney function test, blood sugar check, 
blood count and bone density test and colonoscopy.  He explained that the hospital offers 
an inexpensive option for those that don’t have insurance and want to get a full blood 
work-up done. Dr. Vinluan’s specialty is Internal Medicine which primarily focuses on 
treating adults.  He encourages people to seek medical attention if they think something 
may be wrong because it is easier to find a resolution to the problem in the earlier stages 
of a disease or illness than to wait.

June 4, 2013
Issue: Recycling and Health & Wellness
Guest: Sean Scheffler, City of Clewiston
Topic: New Recycling Containers and Mosquito Control

Sean Scheffler with the City of Clewiston came in to talk about the new recycling 
containers located throughout the city.  He explained the concept of R & R & R, reduce, 
reuse, recycle. He explained that reducing the amount that we consume, and shifting our 
consumption to well-designed products and services, is the first step. Finding 
constructive uses for waste materials is next. And tossing trash in a recycling container 
bin is last. Through a balance of these three principals we will see our landfills fill-up less 
quickly.

Sean also talked about mosquito control and the necessity for people to wear long sleeve 
shirts and pants when outside and wear bug repellent.  He explained the different diseases 
which are carried by mosquitos which include: West Nile Virus, Malaria, Dengue Fever, 
Encephalitis and heartworm in pets. He explained that the saliva of the mosquito is what 
creates the itching effect not being “bitten” as so many think.  When a mosquito lands on 
you he recommends swiping it off your body rather than smacking which drives the 
mosquito in deeper.  

June 11, 2013
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Issue: Hurricane Preparedness
Guest: Sean Scheffler, City of Clewiston
Topic: Hurricane Prep and Safety

Sean Scheffler with the City of Clewiston came in to talk about hurricane preparedness.  
First and foremost he said that everyone should have a hurricane bin which contains the 
essentials in the event of a hurricane and you’re unable to make it to a safe place.  The list 
includes: first aid kit, medications, bleach, sanitary needs, can opener, canned foods, 
water, important documents, gas for grill and personal needs.  He compared hurricanes to 
going on vacation; the more prep you do in advance the better the experience.  He said 
people should be prepared with three days’ worth of supplies.  Don’t forget about baby 
and animal needs as well which include safe sleeping quarters and food.  He also stressed 
the importance for people who have generators to test them every so often to make sure 
they are in working order.  When in use make sure the generator is set up away from 
windows and doors, carbon monoxide is a silent killer.

June 21, 2013
Issue: Hurricane Preparedness
Guest: John Campbell, Public Affairs Specialist with the Army Corps of Engineers
Topic: Lake Level and Water Released

John Campbell, Public Affairs Specialist with the Army Corps of Engineers came in to 
talk about lake level and the concerns the corps has with the higher than normal levels 
with the entry into hurricane season.  He said the corps has started to make water releases 
into the Caloosahatchee and Port St. Lucie River.  There has been much input from 
conservationists on both coasts and the Corps takes their comments into account but 
ultimately they work from a Okeechobee Lake Level Management Chart which 
determines when releases should start and the amount at which water is releases.  The 
Corps tries to keep the lake level between 12.5 and 15.5 feet. Currently the lake is the 
highest it’s been since 2010 and which seepage occurring on the dike the Corps does not 
foresee the dike to be a viable structure to contain water in the event of a hurricane.  
Currently reinforcement of the dike structure is taking place and the project is estimated 
to be completed in the next 15 – 20 years.

June 27, 2013
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Issue: Health & Wellness
Guest: R.D. Williams, CEO Hendry Regional Medical Center
Topic: HRMC’s Commitment to bringing quality healthcare to Hendry County

R.D. Williams, the new CEO of Hendry Regional Medical Center came in to talk about 
his plans for the hospital.  He thanked the previous CEO for laying a sound foundation 
for his arrival and he during his tenure he hopes to complete the seven step plan that has 
already been initiated.  Mr. Williams wants to bring more services to the Clewiston area 
so that residents don’t have to commute to the coast.  He also wants to build staff morale 
and complete the master facilities plan.

June 28, 2013
Issue: Agriculture
Guest: Judy Sanchez, Senior Director of Corporate Communications and Public 
Affairs for US Sugar Corporation
Topic: 82nd Annual Sugarcane Harvest Season

Judy Sanchez, Senior Director of Corporate Communications and Public Affairs for US 
Sugar Corporation, explained that on April 26, 2013, U.S. Sugar Corporation completed 
its 82nd annual sugarcane harvest with a record sugarcane production of more than 5.8 
million tons beating the previous production record of 5.4 million tons set in 1999-
2000. Combined with cane from its 39 independent growers, U.S. Sugar produced 7.4 
million tons of sugarcane for processing at area mills.  She explained that due to NAFTA, 
North American Free Trade Agreement, sugar prices have fallen to 1980-era levels, the 
only winners in the current oversupply situation are large global food processing 
companies who are pocketing large profits from cheap sugar rather than passing those 
cost savings along to the consumer.  She explained that the US government is supposed 
to regulate the supply and demand but have not been doing a stellar job recently.  

Mrs. Sanchez also talked about U.S. Sugar Corp. and Sugar Cane Growers Cooperative 
of Florida celebrating the Everglades restoration legislation put forward by 
Representative Matt Caldwell and Senator Wilton Simpson. She explained that the last 
880 million dollars will be put towards the final completion of the Southern Everglades 
Restoration Project.  Currently the goal for reducing phosphorous runoff is 25% and US 
Sugar has reduced levels by 55%.  She said for more than two decades Florida Sugar 
Farmers have invested millions of dollars to implement advanced farming methods called 
Best Management Practices.  A new vignette was put together to show how farmers and 
scientists are working to preserve the everglades, footage can be found at: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NG3s1Fg36iA.
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IN-HOUSE CAMPAIGNS

Several PSAs were completed this month:  
• Junior Bass Anglers Sighing Tournament April 6, 2013
• Medical Mission Trip to Nicaragua Golf Tournament April 6, 2013
• Clewiston City Clean-up April 6, 2013
• Relay for Life April 5-6, 2013
• Peace Corps PSAs
• Social Security Card PSAs
• Tobacco Free Partnership – Smoke Free Hendry County
• Annual Elk’s Golf Scramble to benefit high school scholarships June 15, 2013
• Active Citizens For Children park rebuild project fundraiser
• Army National Guard 
• Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services
 

General Community Education:
• Autism Education – Stephanie Busin - April 1, 2013
• Relay for Life in Clewiston – Francis Spry, event area coordinator - April 2, 2013
• Parenting with Ugly Photos (Book) – Amber Dusik, April 4, 2013
• Black Gold Festival – Leigh Woodham, event coordinator - April 9, 2013
• 1st Celebrity Golf Tournament – Edrick Thomas, event coordinator – April 12, 

2013
• Sugar Festival – Pam Kelly, event coordinator – April 18, 2013
• Sherriff’s Fun Day – Mike Moore – April 28, 2013
• Tiger Football new head coach – Joe Whitehead & Pete Walmer – April 3, 2013
•  Is College Worth It (Book) – Jeffrey Selingo, author – May 9, 2013
• A Chance to Win (Book) – Jonathan Schuppe, author – May 10, 2013
• Hendy County School update – Paul Puletti, Superintendent of Hendry County 

Schools – May 19, 2013
• Middle School Memorial Day Program – Diane Denault, event coordinator – May 

12, 2013
• When Will My Grown-up Kid Grow-up? (Book) – Dr. Jeffrey Jensen, author - 

May 14, 2013
• Fearless (Book) – Eric Blehm, author – May 22, 2013
• I’ll Seize the Day Tomorrow (Book) – Jonathan Goldstein, author - May 29, 2013
• Bacon Nation, 125 Irresistible Bacon Recipes (Book) – Peter Kaminsky, author – 

June 12, 2013
• An Atheist in the Foxhole (Book) – Joe Muto, author – June 5, 2013
• Clewiston City Youth Camp – Lance Ramer, City of Clewiston Parks and Rec – 

June 6, 2013



530 East Alverdez Avenue,
Clewiston, FL 33404

Tel: (863) 983-5900 Fax: (888) 858-0590
Email: dialanddeal@gladesmedia.com

• Sweetest Town Playground Park Rebuild Project and Fundraising, Brenda 
Holcomb, President of Active Citizens for Children – June 19, 2013

• The Buy Side (Book) – Turney Durr, author – June 24, 2013
• Brain Quest (education car game) – Susan Bolotin, author – June 26,2013

As part of WAFC FM 100.5/ AM 590 commitment to educating the community on the 
benefits of recycling we were involved in the Clewiston City Clean up on April 6, 2013.  
Morning Show host Brian Matthew hosted a live remote and helped pick up trash and 
recycle.


