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LOCAL & GOVERNMENT ISSUES 

 
KRCW reports on a variety of topics this quarter.  Stories ranging from Oregon Gay 
Marriage to Portland water to Cover Oregon are some of the hot topics this quarter.     

 
 
 
 

KRCW   “Longview Park Needles” 04/01/14   10:00 PM    2:15 
Tonight we have a disturbing story out of Longview.  City employees are finding an 
alarming number of used needles in neighborhood parks and it turns out, that's not the 
only problem.  The city is also noticing a spike in vandalism at its parks, but the 
vandalism doesn't pose a safety risk to the public like used needles do.  City officials 
say they hope to put a stop to it.  PJ Enbusk loves bringing her grandkids to Lake 
Sacajawea Park in Longview.  She even goes by herself sometimes.  “It's beautiful, 
refreshing.  We like to walk in the morning.  It's a great way to start the day.” 
It’s hard to imagine when you see this sort of activity on a sunny afternoon but Enbusk 
has started to notice an unsettling change.  “We've seen people sleeping under bridges, 
just scary looking people.”   
That observation coincides with a series of disturbing discoveries.  “Those are needles 
we've collected, sharps we've collected.”  Park employees are finding used needles in 
bathrooms, trash cans, and bushes In Lake Sacajawea Park as well as other 
neighboring parks.   
“That bothers me when there are children who can get poked, the general public, and 
my folks.” 
Parks Supervisor Curt Nedved says he's also seeing a spike in vandalism but the city is 
focusing on those needles.  They plan to build secure containers for the syringes.    
“I don't want them placed outside.  I don't want children or the public to get to them.” 
The mere thought of that horrifies PJ Enbusk.  “I hate to see any of my kids or friends 
pick one up and get some sort of disease or hurt themselves.” 
Enbusk has no other choice than to be extra vigilant when she visits the parks she loves 
so much.  “Take care of my grandkids, don't let them touch anything, educate them so 
they know not to touch anything that doesn't look right.” 
The city knows this is a big problem and the secure boxes would only be a quick fix, so 
they're asking for suggestions.  If you have any ideas you're urged to contact the City Of 
Longview.  
 
KRCW   “Fixing Cover Oregon” 04/06/14   10:00 PM    :30 
Should the state rebuild the Cover Oregon website or scrap it and move to the federal 
site?  An analysis from Deloitte Development paints a negative picture of the current 
technology prepared by Oracle.  Whether Oracle continues the work or someone else 
takes over, it would take another 40 million dollars to complete it and the site wouldn't 
be finished until late next year.  But hooking up to the federal exchange would cost 
between four and six million dollars. 
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KRCW   “Gladstone K9 Meeting” 04/08/14   10:00 PM    :35 
The City of Gladstone announced it won't continue its K-9 program after a series of 
problems.  According to memos from the city's police department, its lone police dog, 
named Dyno, bit four of the city's police officers over a span of two years.  Three of the 
officers went to the hospital, and one even required surgery.  Following inquiries, the 
dog's handler chose to step down from that position.  At a city council meeting tonight, 
the police chief announced the program won't continue.  No other officers are trained 
and none showed a willingness to do it.  The department will decide in a month whether 
to sell the dog to another department. 
 
KRCW   “River Drinking Rules”  04/09/14   10:00 PM    :40 
Clackamas County is expanding its efforts to keep the river and parks safe and clean. 
This is what it looked like last August.  A new ordinance allowed sheriff's deputies to 
check coolers for alcohol.  This five mile stretch of river between Barton and Carver 
Parks is packed during the summer.  Sometimes things get out of hand.  There's 
drinking and littering.  Sheriff's deputies say the alcohol checks helped.  Now the county 
plans to do more. 
“We're really trying to look at it from improving river health, improving river safety as well 
as a positive experience for those using the park.” 
It's not only about the alcohol.  The plan puts more deputies in the parks and sets up a 
life jacket lending program and a litter management plan. 
 
KRCW   “TriMet Bridge Name” 04/16/14   10:00 PM    :35 
It's a process that started with the people.  Thousands submitted their ideas on what to 
name the new bridge over the Willamette and today we learned the people won.  
"Tilikum Crossing" was revealed as the name of the bridge that will carry walkers, 
cyclists and mass transit.    "Tilikum" is a Native American word for "people". 
"I’m just very proud the city and TriMet has sort of embraced the name of Tilikum. This 
notion of bringing the word for people back to this bridge where people are going to be 
crossing." 
The span of the bridge will come together in June.  It’s just north of the Ross Island 
Bridge and will be open for business next year. 
 
KRCW   “Water District”  04/18/14   10:00 PM    :55 
On your May ballot you'll be asked to make a key decision on the future of Portland’s 
water.  It’s an initiative that would take control of the city's water and sewer system 
away from city hall and put it in the hands of a citizen’s utility board.  On this week's 
"Straight Talk" we hear from one of the people behind the measure and from a 
representative of a group that's fighting it. 
“Portland’s water & sewer rates are out of control.  Portland has the third highest sewer 
rates in the nation among large cities.  We have higher water rates than Phoenix, 
Arizona.” 
“This initiative is backed by industrial polluters; it's backed by folks who have big money 
interests.  One superfund polluter has given 80-thousand dollars to this initiative.” 
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KRCW   “Crosswalk Beacon”  04/22/14   10:00 PM    :50 
People should not die trying to cross the street.  That’s the simple, but powerful 
message today from two state lawmakers.  They're working to make streets safer in 
east Portland because they say the area has been neglected for far too long.   18 
intersections are getting a safety make-over and flashing cross-walk beacons will be 
added to each one.  Today lawmakers were joined by safety advocates and members of 
P-BOT to announce a 1.9 million dollar down payment to address pedestrian safety 
specifically in east Portland.    
Rep. Shemia Fagan, (d) East Portland:  “While I am serving only my first term in the 
Oregon House, I have already attended multiple vigils in east Portland grieving the 
death of a pedestrian." 
Experts say the flashing cross-walk beacons are 80 percent more effective than regular 
cross-walks.  Some of the beacons should be finished by the start of school this fall. 
 
KRCW   “26 and Over Bars” 05/02/14   10:00 PM    :50 
Gang shootings are up this year and a northeast Portland bar manager is trying 
something radical to keep gang violence out.  Magoo's Bar and Grill has raised the 
drinking age to 26.  Managers say they hope the change will make things safer and 
state officials say it's perfectly legal.  
 “If a business wants to have policies that are more strict than the Oregon law then 
that's their prerogative to do so.”  
“Just eliminate and get the young ones out and have the older crowd in here that just 
want to come in and have a good time.” 
Police and the OLCC say other bars have raised the drinking age in the past but they're 
not sure it's effective.  There was a gang-related shooting outside the bar just last 
weekend.  Many of the other bars that have tried this are out of business. 
 
KRCW   “217 Flyover Crashes” 05/08/14   10:00 PM    :45 
If you've been driving alongIi-5 northbound near the 217 recently you may have noticed 
more crashes on the flyover between the two freeways and the road itself is partly to 
blame.  Today there were three crashes in just eight hours, including this one that put a 
car on its side.  ODOT says a bridge joint has gotten about a half inch out of place and 
that's causing some drivers in the left lane to spin out.  But it's not just the flyover that's 
a problem. 
Don Hamilton, ODOT:  “Motorists who are doing 35 miles an hour, the advisory speed in 
this stretch of road, shouldn't have any problems along in here. The only cars that are 
having this problem right now are the ones exceeding that 35 mile an hour advisory 
speed.” 
ODOT says they're coming up with a plan to fix the bridge joint but don't have a date for 
when work will begin. 
 
KRCW   “Oregon Gay Marriage”  05/14/14   10:00 PM    :50 
There was an important victory today for supporters of same sex marriage in Oregon.  A 
federal judge in Eugene ruled the National Organization for Marriage cannot defend the 
state's gay marriage ban.  NOM says it plans to appeal.  Even so, a ruling on the 
constitutionality of the ban could come in the next week or two.  And the state says it's 
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ready if Oregon’s ban is overturned.  They have a new form ready for county clerks to 
download if it's needed.  In just the last week two other gay marriage bans have been 
overturned.  A judge struck down Idaho’s ban yesterday, and today she rejected a 
request from the governor to put the weddings on hold, while the state appeals her 
ruling.  And in Arkansas gay marriages are on hold.  Two laws were ruled 
unconstitutional last week but there was no mention of a third law, threatening fines for 
county clerks issuing same-sex licenses.  So for now, no more will be issued. 
 
KRCW  “Cartopia Closing”  05/22/14   10:00 PM    1:35 
They were pioneers in the Portland Food Cart phenomenon.  For six years a group of 
Southeast Portland business owners have helped create the image much of the nation 
has of our city.  Now they're learning Cartopia could be closing.  For those who run 
these carts and those who love eating from them, losing Cartopia means a lot more 
than getting rid of a favorite place to eat.  It's like erasing part of this neighborhood's 
identity.  The Oregonian broke the story of this iconic pod now set to become an 
apartment building, one of those that doesn't come with a garage to encourage biking 
and public transportation.  Some people see this as paving paradise and not putting up 
a parking lot.  
Sophia Kecskes:  “I think it’s a real tragedy for Portland to lose these foot carts.” 
Coral Bass:  “How many places can you get really drunk and come and get potatoes at 
two in the morning.  Really, this is like the only place.  And that's a shame.  That's a 
shame for Portlanders.” 
That's a hilarious sound byte but the owner of Pereira Creperie says it speaks to a 
greater truth.  Cartopia's cool factor is that it's inclusive, home-grown accessible to just 
about anyone and high quality.  In other words:  Portland. 
“That’s a really hard spot for 16-25 year olds who don't have the means to go out to a 
nice restaurant.  But we gave them this.  And now it’s slowly being taken away.” 
“Do you think it’s gonna get bougie?  It won’t turn into the Pearl District.  It will not.  
There are too many kids running around graffiti-ing things.” 
We don't know when Cartopia will close.  It's not alone--several food pods in the city are 
shutting down as developers’ dream of bigger and better.  Cart owners say it's strange 
to see a neighborhood they helped to improve lose one of the reasons the area got hot 
in the first place. 
 
KRCW   “Boil Water” 05/23/14   10:00 PM    2:10 
The Portland Water Bureau sent out the "boil order" this morning for 670 thousand 
customers.  The source of the contamination is from the two open-air reservoirs at 
Mount Tabor.  Water samples from May 20th to today confirmed the presence of e-coli.  
The reason health officials say they didn't alert people sooner is because they had to 
wait for results of more tests.  Take a look at the affected areas.  It’s not just Portland, 
but customers in Tigard, Rockwood and several smaller water districts.  City officials 
say they hope to lift the ban mid-morning tomorrow.  Here's what the 'boil order' means 
for you.  You should boil all water used for drinking, preparing food or for brushing your 
teeth.  The water should come to a full rolling boil for at least a minute.  Adults and older 
children can take showers in tap water, and you can wash your clothes.  Also, dump out 
ice from ice trays and dispensers.  This was the scene in grocery stores all over town; 
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bottled water flying off shelves as quickly as employees could re-stock it.  A lot of stores 
ran out of water, some within an hour of the alert.  We were live at the Safeway store on 
Barbur.  They had plenty of water and that word spread quickly during our early news.          
"Looks to me like you're buying only water.”  “I am.  Not just for me & my husband, but 
our dog needs 'non e-coli' filled water.”  “What did you think when you heard?”  “Oh my 
gosh.  I pounded two glasses of water before work!  Am I sick?  And how soon can I get 
to the store to get some clean water?”  
This Safeway store normally sells half a pallet of water a day.  They went through 16 
pallets today and that doesn't include an emergency order of 10 additional pallets that 
arrived late this afternoon.  And as was the case all day, as quickly as it was loaded on 
store shelves it was scooped up by customers.    
 
KRCW   “PDX Parking Troubles” 05/2714   10:00 PM    :50 
Residents in one northeast Portland neighborhood are so fed up with strangers taking 
up all the parking that they took matters into their own hands.  And that has gotten them 
in trouble with the city.  The problem is people leaving their cars for days or even weeks 
before taking the MAX to the airport.  One neighbor put up a sign telling people not to 
do it.  But the city says the signs are illegal and if he doesn't take them down he'll face a 
fine. 
Richard Graves, neighbor: "You can tell which ones are the airporters because they 
park here and they drag their bags out and away they go."  
Diane Dulken, Portland Bureau of Transportation:  "People should know that they are 
not supposed to park in city streets for longer than 24 hours.  They need to move their 
cars afterwards." 
The city says neighbors could apply to have an "area parking permit" in their 
neighborhood, limiting visitors to two hours.  But that would mean residents would have 
to pay 60 dollars a year for a permit. 
 
KRCW   “Washington County Vehicle Fee” 06/03/2014   10:00 PM    :25 
If you live in Washington County, you may soon have to pay a vehicle fee.  The Board 
of Commissioners is considering it as a solution for a ten and a half million dollar 
shortfall in road maintenance.  Right now, the ordinance suggests a 30 dollar annual fee 
for cars but that could go up to 43 dollars and it is 17 dollars for motorcycles.  The board 
will likely make a decision on the amount, and whether it'll go to a vote in November, 
later this month. 
 
KRCW   “Drug Trafficking” 06/12/14   10:00 PM    :30 
Oregon already has a problem with drugs like heroin and meth and a new report shows 
it's likely to get worse.  A state task force says much of the drugs pumped into Oregon 
come from Mexican Cartels and they're concerned the Cartels may have a growing 
involvement in homicides and other drug-related violence.  Oregon is already fourth in 
the US for illegal drug use and it doesn't look like that will change soon. 
 
KRCW   “ODOT Rockslide Cleanup”   06/16/14   10:00 PM    :25 
ODOT crews brought in some special equipment to help clear a rock slide that's closed 
the "Old Columbia River Highway" in the gorge.  Sky 8 was overhead for some of the 
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work done this afternoon.  Huge boulders crashed down on June 5th.   Crews have 
already removed about 100 ump truck loads worth of rocks and dirt.  ODOT had to hire 
a giant excavator which was sent in three parts.  Crews put it together and started to 
use it today.  The road will stay closed through Wednesday. 
 
KRCW   “Street Fee Hearing” 06/25/14   10:00 PM    2:15 
Tensions ran high in north Portland tonight as hundreds packed a town hall meeting to 
sound off on a proposed street fee.  There have been a lot of these meetings over the 
last few months but tonight's was the last one where taxpayers could address the mayor 
and city leaders directly.  And boy did they get an earful!  Portland City Commissioner 
Steve Novick fires back at a feisty crowd that is overwhelmingly against his proposed 
street.  The tenth public forum in the last few months was much like the ones that came 
before it; taxpayers arguing that a street fee is just too much to take on.   
“This is a very complicated subject, you all admit that, and you ran in and tried to shove 
it down our throats and we all gagged.”   
Mayor Charlie Hales says the city needs to come up with 50 million dollars a year to 
fund road, bridge, and sidewalk repair and maintenance.  To do so, homeowners would 
pay a monthly fee with business owners paying a heftier one.  
 “I say we got three choices; we can do this, we can do something else, or we can do 
nothing, the alternative I’m not willing to go with is the nothing alternative.” 
But opponents of the street fee think there are good alternatives.  One suggestion was 
recycling speed bumps and using that material to fix the roads.  Another suggestion was 
to generate some extra cash by taxing bicyclists 
“We pay them to fix the problem, not come to us and have us fix the problem.” 
So what's next?  Tomorrow the city council will get together and talk about all of this and 
starting next month, working groups will begin to meet to discuss the needs of low 
income families and non-profits.  There are no final decisions yet but we'll be sure to 
follow all of it. 
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HEALTH CARE ISSUES 
 

Staying healthy has become a subject of national concern for all Americans.  From 
prevention to medical breakthroughs, KRCW is committed to providing our viewers with 
information that can improve their health and live productive lifestyles. 

 
KRCW “Lead Paint”   04/11/2014   10:00 PM    :40 
A mother's concerns over lead paint at her son's school had workers repainting today.  
It was just the handrails getting a new coat of paint at Alameda Elementary School.  
Paint had been flaking off the rails; paint, that mother says, containing lead.  Virginia 
LaForte won't be satisfied until the peeling paint on exterior walls is all fixed.  Old lead 
based paint underneath new coats is a health risk, especially if young children ingest it.  
The district says it is one of many areas for improvement, for school buildings. 
Tony Magliano, PPS Chief Operating Officer:  “It’s a juggling act but I’ll tell ya if we think 
we have an area that really jeopardizes the safety of our kids well take a hard look at it.”   
The Oregon Health Authority confirms the EPA is investigating the paint situation at 
Alameda Elementary School. 
 
KRCW “E Cigarettes FDA”   04/24/2014   10:00 PM    2:15 
Electronic cigarettes have exploded in popularity.  Getting a hit of nicotine without 
smoking is not regulated by the government.  But the FDA is proposing new rules that 
would stop sales to minors, keeping e-cigarettes out of vending machines, and prevent 
hand-outs of free samples.  E-cigarettes give users a dose of nicotine without lighting 
up.  Today cigarettes are the only tobacco or smoking products that are regulated by 
the Food and Drug Administration.  Today the FDA announced it's time to regulate 
everything else, including e-cigarettes.   
They come from as far away as Salem to the Escape Vapor Lounge on SE 82nd 
Avenue.  Here they get everything they need for what they call "vaping," using e-
cigarettes.  What's the draw?  For both customers and employees at Escape, it's the 
same thing:  "to quit smoking. I haven't smoked a cigarette since August 15th." 
Jamie Hodges smoked a pack a day for 14 years. Once she started getting her nicotine 
from vaping, she couldn't stand cigarettes.  Vaping is her hobby, and she loves the 
"juices."   "They have really good flavors. Another one is called Pearl, it's a mango-
papaya and it's delicious."  
There are dozens of flavors, like candied berries, juicy mango and even pizza.  The 
FDA is taking another run at regulating e-cigarettes, establishing a minimum age of 18 
to buy the products.  Usage has exploded in the past year, including among high school 
aged kids.  At Escape, they already refuse to sell to anyone under 18, not that kids don't 
try.  "They try to come in here but we ID everybody."    
Employees at Escape say they actually welcome more oversight, especially with 
labeling juices.  "To me, that is great, you should be able to know what you're initially 
inhaling."  The FDA says it's unknown whether e-cigarettes pose any health risks.  The 
people we talked to who are vaping instead of smoking say they feel much better, their 
lungs are clearer, and that they've gradually reduced the amount of nicotine in their 
juice.  Some have brought it down to zero. 
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KRCW “PeaceHealth Hep C ”   05/05/2014   10:00 PM    2:05 
A former hospital employee in Vancouver is accused of stealing drugs and possibly 
exposing patients to Hepatitis C.  It's the announcement PeaceHealth Southwest 
Medical Center hadn't planned on making today.  The hospital and Clark County health 
officials were still investigating reports that a former employee may have exposed 
patients to Hepatitis C when word of the scare got out. 
Cy Johnson, CEO; PeaceHealth SW Medical Center:  “We identified a former employee 
who may have been diverting drugs.  We don't know if there was a link but they want to 
be a cautious.” 
The hospital's compiling a list of patients who had contact with the former employee.  
They won't say which part of the hospital he or she worked in, just that it was between 
mid 2012 and last month. 
Dr. Alan Melnick, Clark County Public Health:  “We believe the risk is pretty low but we 
want to make sure that anybody that might have been exposed gets notified and has 
the opportunity to get tested. We also don’t' want to notify anybody who was not 
exposed and create undue anxiety.”   
Several patients are already concerned. 
James Anderson, patient:  “It's actually quite disturbing because I’ve had surgery here a 
couple months ago and my dad just had surgery this morning, so.”   
Kenneth Lindell, patient:  “I’m sure they're going to notify everyone so I’ll expect a 
notification and if they want me to test, I’ll definitely come and test.”   
PeaceHealth officials will send letters to "at risk patients" by the end of the month.  
Today they issued an apology. 
Johnson, CEO; PeaceHealth SW Medical Center:  “We feel very sadly and apologize for 
the anxiety that this could have caused all of the people in our community and our 
former patients.” 
About 75-percent of people who catch Hepatitis C don't show symptoms at first.  The 
rest may feel fatigue, muscle aches, fever and jaundice. 
 
KRCW “Kissing Chickens ”   05/09/2014   10:00 PM    :50 
If you have chickens, please don't kiss them.  That is honestly the advice tonight from 
the Centers for Disease Control.  Experts say it could be behind a spike in salmonella. 
The CDC says a boom in the local foods movement, Portland; we're looking at you, has 
more people getting backyard chickens and more people getting sick.  Veterinary 
experts pulled together numbers from the past 23 years.  They found 22 hundred cases 
of salmonella tied to live poultry.  The CDC says it's likely for every case they know 
about, 30 go undetected.  Here's the part that piqued our interest; 50 percent of the 
people who reported a salmonella infection kept chickens in the house and 14 percent 
admitted they kissed them! 
“Don't kiss the bird!  You can show your affections in other ways with a simple pet or 
something like that." 
The CDC says go ahead, pet the chickens as much as you want but be sure to wash 
your hands afterward. 
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KRCW “Vaping Dangers”   05/20/2014   10:00 PM    2:05 
You might think e-cigarettes are safer because they're smokeless but that's not 
necessarily the case.  E-cigarettes are making kids sick at an alarming rate. 
One of the ingredients in e-cigarettes is e-juice.  Some bottles of e-juice have protective 
caps on them but evidently they're not all working.  Kids are getting their hands on e-
juice and getting sick.  From this angle you would think Justin Wilcox is smoking a 
cigarette but he's not.  The father of three is relaxing with an e-cigarette.  When he's 
finished with the e-juice containing liquid nicotine he stores it in a carrying case out of 
reach of his four-year-old son.  “For kids it's out of sight out of mind.  If I keep the case 
closed and locked up he's not going to touch it.”   
Unfortunately what works for the Wilcox family is not working for everyone.  For proof 
look no further than some figures just released by the Oregon Poison Center at OHSU.  
In 2010 not one child was poisoned by e-juice but that has changed.  Several kids were 
sickened in 2011 and 2012, 10 in 2013 and 9 so far this year.  The numbers are even 
higher in Washington.  Check it out; one child was poisoned by e-juice in 2010 but 51 in 
2013 and 39 so far this year.   
“They either got it on their skin and are ingesting it through their skin or they're actually 
ingesting the product.” 
“What the studies have shown is that there is a wide variability of what's in the product 
versus what the product states is in it.”   
According to experts, e-juice poisoning can lead to nausea or vomiting; it has yet to lead 
to death.  For e-cigarette users like Justin Wilcox, that's good news, but he's not taking 
any chances.  He pledges to exercise extreme caution when vaping. 
“These kids are my life.  I would never bring anything around them that was dangerous 
or potentially hazardous.” 
So what do you do if you're kid is poisoned by e-juice?  Experts say don't waste a 
second, call the poison center immediately.. 
  
KRCW “Hep C Drugs”   06/11/2014   10:00 PM    :30 
Oregon state officials hope to limit the access to two costly new Hepatitis C drugs.  20 
thousand members of Oregon Health Plan are afflicted by liver disease.  New drugs, 
called Sovaldi and Olyssio, offer a cure that lacks the side effects of current treatments.  
But they also cost one thousand dollars a pill.  While other states must cover drugs for 
their Medicaid programs, a special waiver lets Oregon deny routine coverage, based 
partly on cost. 
 
KRCW “Hillsboro E-cigarette Ban”   06/17/2014   10:00 PM    1:30 
Whether you call it smoking or vaping, the use of e-cigarettes may be on the verge of 
being outlawed in Hillsboro parks.  This is Bagley Park and tonight the Hillsboro City 
Council took a big step toward banning vaping here and in every city park.  It follows 
local cities like Forest Grove and big cities like Los Angeles and New York.  There is no 
consensus from government health agencies about what if any harm e-cigarettes 
actually pose.  But it’s very easy to find support to limit their use.    
“I think it’s a great idea, there are children there.  That’s an example.  That’s a bad 
example.” 
“Why continue to propagate nicotine for kids, it just gives them another addiction.” 
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Hillsboro Parks and Recreation tells me this move to ban vaping at parks isn’t coming 
from complaints.  It came from the county concerned about the growing trend of e-
cigarette use.  The city council voted 5-1 tonight to ban vaping at city parks, without any 
discussion. It will go to a final vote in two weeks. Just one person showed up to 
comment, a former nurse and ex-smoker who says vaping helped her. 
“I believe putting in a negative light is doing a disservice and potentially may be 
encouraging someone to make a choice to continue smoking instead of quitting.”   
I asked a representative from Hillsboro Parks why they are waiting until it gets all the 
health information settled before making a decision.  He said they don’t know how long 
that will take and don’t want to look back and say, we could have helped people earlier.     
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YOUR MONEY, YOUR BUSINESS: CONSUMER ISSUES AND ECONOMIC CRISIS 
 

KRCW keeps a close watch on economic developments and informs viewers of 
consumer issues to aid them in making wise spending decisions. 

 
KRCW “Heartbleed Bug”  04/09/2014   10:00 PM    1:45 
Change your passwords for social media, for banking, for every login you have online.  
It may sound extreme but tonight security experts say if you don't take that precaution 
you are risking being victim to a massive security breach that could dwarf what we saw 
with Target. Yahoo, Google, Facebook, Gmail, Tumblr, TurboTax, we don't have 
enough screens to show you the list of websites affected or possibly affected.  This 
started as a flaw in encryption software that just about every bank and online retailer 
uses.  It’s called the Heartbleed bug and chances are you are vulnerable.  Let’s ask our 
tech expert Brian Westbrook.  Brian how big of a deal is this?  “This is definitely a big 
deal.  We’ve heard of a lot of warnings over the years but this in fact a big deal affecting 
some two thirds of websites in the US and around the world.  It’s something you need to 
pay attention to and definitely heed the warning this is a big deal.” 
So at this point am I supposed to change my password to everything?  “Really you need 
to and its limited to only sites that are encrypted.  We’re talking about your online 
banking, email, anything that is using your credit account information whether its credit 
cards or other information that is encrypted.  There is a vulnerability called the 
Heartbleed bug and it has access to get that personal information on its way to the 
server.  That’s why we want you to pay attention and take action right now.” 
That last time we went through this was the Target hacking; how does it compare in size 
and scope? 
“Where the Target hack only affected those who shopped at Target, this affects anyone 
who has browsed the internet.”   
Most major companies are already working on patches to fix the problem. 
 
KRCW “Brewers Spent Grains” 04/14/2014   10:00 PM    :40 
Some new rules are being considered for brewers that could mean a waste of grain and 
a hike in beer prices!  Hopworks Urban Brewery, like many breweries, gives spent 
grains to a local dairy farmer to feed to their cows.  The widely-used practice saves 
farmers money on feed and brewers millions of dollars in disposal fees.  But in an effort 
to insure the by-product is safe for animals to eat, the Food and Drug Administration 
wants to require brewers to treat the spent grains before giving them away. 
Christian Ettinger, Hopworks Urban Brewery:  “It’s an enormous burden that either we 
carry or pass it along to the farmer and what’s going to result is higher prices for dairy, 
for meat and definitely higher prices for beer.” 
Most of the smaller brewers say they'd be forced to dump the leftover grains in a landfill.  
Oregon Senator Ron Wyden says he's asking the FDA to throw out their current 
proposal and come up with a much more workable one. 
 

KRCW “Oregon Insurance Rates”  04/21/2014   10:00 PM    :25 
  If you or a loved one carries long-term care insurance, it's about to get more 
expensive.  The policies pay for care at assisted living facilities or nursing homes or 
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home care.  The "Oregon Insurance Division" has already approved nearly 2 dozen 
increases.  The average request was 45 percent but many were cut.  Insurers say 
they're facing policy holders who live longer as well as reduced profitability from low 
interest rates. 
 

KRCW “Jim Beam Milestone”  04/23/2014   10:00 PM    :25 
Portland is a beer town.  In Clermont, Kentucky it's all about bourbon.  Today at the Jim 
Beam Distillery, they filled their 13 millionth barrel of bourbon.  It’s a big milestone for 
the company that's been cranking out product since the end of prohibition.  The 
founder's great-grandson was on hand to do the honors.  The bourbon business is 
booming.  Global exports have hit 1 billion dollars and overall sales are up 40 percent in 
the last five years. 
 

KRCW “Internet Explorer Problem”  04/28/2014   10:00 PM    :25 
There is a big security warning if you use Microsoft's Internet Explorer.  And that's many 
of us.  The company is scrambling to fix a major flaw in the web browser.  The bug 
could let hackers gain control of your PC, allowing them to change or delete data.  
Microsoft says it's present on Internet Explorer 6 through 11.  That’s huge because it's 
used by more than half the world's PC’s.  The Department of Homeland Security 
recommends ditching Internet Explorer until a fix is found. 
 

KRCW “EBay Protection” 05/21/2014   10:00 PM    :20 
E-bay has a message for its 145 million customers - change your passwords.  The 
company says cyber attackers stole a small number of employee log-ins.  They give 
hackers access to E-bay's corporate network.  E-bay says there's no evidence that any 
financial information was compromised but it's taking every precaution.  The company is 
working with law enforcement to investigate the attack. 
 

KRCW “Apple Store Opens”  05/30/2014   10:00 PM    :30 
Apple lovers, listen up.  Just 12 hours left until the new store opens up in downtown 
Portland.  The new location is definitely a lot bigger from their current location on the 
basement level at Pioneer Place.  They’ll now have some prime real estate where Saks 
Fifth Avenue used to be.  The 23 thousand square foot store opens tomorrow at 10 AM 
and another local Apple store may get an upgrade.  Tech blog "IFO apple store" says 
the store in Washington Square may move to a bigger spot.  So far though, Apple and 
the mall have no comment. 
 
KRCW “Amazon Phone”    06/18/2014   10:00 PM    :45 
Tonight there is a new contender in a crowded field.  Amazon announced its new 
Smartphone during a special event in Seattle.  The Fire Phone pushes the online 
retailer into an even deeper head-to-head battle with market leaders Apple and 
Samsung.  Among the features, a 3-D capable screen and an application that scans 
items with its camera, then lets people browse and purchase on Amazon.  We asked 
the tech expert for FM News 101 KXL what he thinks of the Smartphone 
“I think it's gonna be more for the consumer, those that like to shop and buy, I think it's a 
great phone and I hate to use this expression, for my mother, she's a huge consumer, 
she loves to go out shopping and I think this would be a great phone for her.” 
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  The Fire Phone will have a starting price of 199 dollars for a 32 gigabyte model and it 
will be available starting July 25th. 
 

KRCW “SNL Ben & Jerry’s”    06/19/2014   10:00 PM    :20 

Ben and Jerry's is offering up a little something to snack on the next time you're 
watching "Saturday Night Live."  It now has a pair of SNL themed flavors.  One is called 
"Lazy Sunday" in honor of the popular skit.  It has cupcake pieces inside.  The other is 
called “Gilly's Catastrophic Crunch”.  It has almonds and marshmallows.  Both flavors 
are now available everywhere. 
 
KRCW “State Website Hack”    06/27/2014   10:00 PM    :30 
Hackers broke into the Secretary of State's website two weeks before they were 
detected.  The hackers, likely from China or North Korea, broke in in late January, a 
week before previously disclosed.  Officials at the Secretary of State's office say the 
hackers didn't get any sensitive information and they've sent several IP addresses to 
the FBI to see if they can track the hackers. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 
 
KRCW covers a variety of environmental topics as we keep our viewers informed of 
health and safety issues in their home environments, wildlife and their habitats, energy 
conservation and energy alternatives, pollution, all the way to issues with our global 
environment. 
 
KRCW   “Timber Wars”   04/02/14   10:00 PM    :35 
A timber company says it isn't scared of what one owner calls eco-radicals.  Seneca 
Jones announced today it bid on land for sale in the Elliott State Forest.  The land has 
been a focus for environmental groups like Earth First and Cascadia Rising.  They 
threatened to sue companies that bid on the land.  Seneca Jones says 
environmentalists used cowardly tactics in the past but environmentalists say today's 
announcement is part of a large-scale assault on public lands. 
 
KRCW   “Sherwood Quake”   04/07/14   10:00 PM    :45 
Geologists say last night's earthquake in Sherwood happened on a fault they didn't 
even know was there!  The 3.3 quake hit last night around 8:30.  It was centered near 
Sherwood but was felt as far north as Vancouver and south as Salem.  Many are asking 
the question: “Could this be a precursor to the big one?”  Geologists say the only 
concern would be if there are a lot more quakes in this area.    
Scott Burns, PSU Geology Professor:  “People a lot of times ask, “Is that a precursor to 
a big one?”  We don’t know and so we just keep monitoring them and if we have 
additional ones then maybe something is happening.”   
Burns points out there are dozens of faults in and around Portland, including a pretty big 
one that runs right through downtown.  But he admits there are likely dozens more we 
don't know about. 
 
KRCW   “Devils Lake Fish Kill”   04/10/14   10:00 PM    1:40 
Tonight there’s a murky mystery on the coast.  Strange colored water has neighbors 
near a popular lake wondering what's wrong and what can be done about it? They're 
worried about the water in Devils Lake in Lincoln City.  It’s a favorite destination for 
boaters and swimmers but right now, neighbors say they won't go near it!  Standing on 
Devils Lake, we got a firsthand look at what people are concerned about; the water 
looks murky and green.  It’s certainly not inviting for locals or tourists.  Neighbors shot 
this home video of some of the worst parts where you can see the water is blue-green 
and sludgy.  They say normally the lake would be clear and packed with boaters on a 
day like this but a lot of people are staying away now.  They say the problem started two 
years ago.  That's when the Devils Lake Water Improvement District voted to lower the 
lake level by 6-inches to help prevent erosion.  Since then, neighbors say the lake 
hasn't been able to flush out algae and it's only getting worse.  Tonight, community 
members packed city hall for the lake district's meeting.  Nearly every person who 
spoke asked the board to raise the lake levels. 
“When they decided to lower the lake level we had 500 signatures and I think 86 people 
spoke and said don't lower the lake, this is what's going to happen. And guess what, 
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this is what happened.  This is . . . This is . . . It's a tragedy to see water quality like this 
but it's based on nutrients.” 
At one point, several people walked out of the meeting.  They were upset when the 
board didn't agree with them, that the "lake level" could have something to do with the 
increasing algae.  The lake’s peak season is between Memorial Day and Labor Day and 
contributes to Lincoln City's tourist economy.  That’s just another reason why so many 
people are so concerned.  
 
KRCW   “Oil Shipment Warnings”   05/07/14   10:00 PM    :25 
A series of fiery crashes has spawned new rules for trains carrying crude oil.  The 
Department of Transportation now says railroads have to warn states before 
transporting large amounts of oil through their area.  This is video of a oil tanker crash in 
Lynchburg, Virginia just last week.  Train cars loaded with crude oil caught fire after 
jumping the track.  No one was injured but much of Lynchburg’s downtown had to be 
evacuated. 
 
KRCW   “Lone Wolf”   05/12/14   10:00 PM    :30 
It appears a lone wolf is alone no more.  The wandering wolf known as "OR-7" appears 
to have found a mate.  Remote cameras in the Rogue River Siskiyou National Forest 
show several images of a black female in the same area as "OR-7."  The wolf has been 
on the move since 2011, looking for a mate and a new area to form a pack.  He’s 
wandered from the Eagle Cap Wilderness in Oregon, to Crater Lake and even to Mount 
Shasta in California.  
 
KRCW   “WA Tsunami Boats”   05/26/14   10:00 PM    1:55 
There are fishing boats washing ashore in southwest Washington.   Chances are they're 
Japanese tsunami debris and experts say we should expect more in the coming days.  
The boats that washed ashore over the weekend were covered in barnacles; an 
indication that they've been floating in the water for some time.  And if the experts are 
right several more boats could arrive by week's end.  The Long Beach Peninsula in 
southwest Washington has been looking a lot like a museum with what appears to be 
Japanese tsunami debris is washing ashore.   
“You'll have an area where there's nothing for a long way then you'll have an area 
where it looks like someone dumped a truck out in places.”   
George Hill is in charge of removing the big pieces of debris.  Just this weekend three 
fishing boats landed on the sandy beach, a chunk of floating dock came in last week 
and smaller things have been washing ashore, too.   
“Hundreds and hundreds of these bottles; one here, some there.  I saw a couple more 
bottles; there's been tons of this stuff coming in.”   
You might recall what our very own Kyle Iboshi did just last year.  He took some of the 
debris back to Japan and returned it to its rightful owners 
George Hill was told by the Coast Guard that several more boats are just off-shore and 
they could make landfall in the next week.  While Hill looks forward to taking care of 
those, he says it's the smaller things that are troubling.   
“I haven't seen so many plastic bottles come in the surf line as they have in the last 
month or two.” 
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The boats that washed ashore over the weekend have been taken to the Washington 
State Parks office in Ilwaco where they'll be inspected for invasive species and 
identifying features that can trace them back to Japan.. 
 
KRCW   “Vancouver Oil Train Meeting”   06/02/14   10:00 PM    1:00 
A huge crowd turns out in Vancouver tonight to speak their mind on a controversial oil 
terminal proposed along the Columbia River.  City councilors are considering a 
resolution, urging the port to stop the crude oil terminal from being built.  It would handle 
up to 360 thousand barrels of crude oil every day, bringing at least four oil trains a day 
through the city.  Critics worry about safety but supporters say it will bring much needed 
jobs to the community. 
“The dangers of the oil trains are well documented.  Anyone who saw other disasters 
will find it difficult not to fear a similar catastrophe in our fair city.”   
Tesoro Savage, the company behind the terminal, says safety is a top priority.  When 
we last checked the meeting was still going.  The council hasn't yet voted on whether to 
oppose the terminal.  Even if they do, it will ultimately be up to Governor Inslee to 
approve it. 
 
KRCW   “Cormorant Kill”   06/13/14   10:00 PM    :40 
The federal government has a plan to kill birds that are eating tiny salmon as they swim 
down the Columbia.  Should they slaughter one type of wildlife to protect another?  
They want to know what the public thinks.  This is video of some double crested 
Cormorants we took three-years ago.  Hazing and harassment hasn't scared the birds 
away. 
“The corp has a mission to manage for all of the uses of the river. And part of that is a 
stewardship mission.  And that involves managing the complex interactions that occur in 
the river and balancing the uses between all the different needs of the river.” 
Bob Sallinger, Audubon Society of Portland:  “They’re talking about killing 16 thousand 
birds.  It’s just a slaughter of historic and horrific proportions.” 
The agency will hold public meetings July 10th in Portland and July 24th in Astoria.  
 
KRCW   “Bee Die-Offs”   06/20/14   10:00 PM    1:40 
Once again, the state is investigating thousands of deaths in the local bee population.  
It's concerned because, according to the USDA, insects, especially honeybees, 
pollinate about a third of what we eat.  This time last year we were telling you about 50 
thousand bees killed outside a Wilsonville store.  It appears the same mistake then is 
happening now.  
Matt Reed went to a friend's Sandy home recently to check out her healthy hives, and 
found this instead. 
“It’s probably 6 pounds of dead bees.  There were probably twenty thousand dead bees 
at the bottom of a beehive.  She was on the verge of tears, these are like her pets, 
they’ve become a part of their family, and she loves them.”  
She's not alone.  In north Eugene there was a similar scene at an apartment complex. 
“They’re still in there moving, dying, you can see them just dissolving.” 
A thousand bees dead and the cause wasn't hard to find, just hard to say.  
Neonicotinoid is a type of insecticide the state warned us about last June after the 
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chemical killed 50 thousand bees outside a Wilsonville Target.  The Oregon Department 
of Agriculture ended up fining the company that sprayed trees there and is suspending 
the license of another company that did the same in this week's Eugene case. 
Matt Reed:  “The bees have no idea these chemicals are in the nectar that they are 
sucking in these plants, they take it back to their hive and feed it to their young and it 
will kill the entire colony.” 
The state is looking into other recent cases, including the one Matt Reed saw in Sandy. 
“It’s pretty startling to see tens of thousands of dead bees in a hive that was healthy the 
day before.” 
And it's all entirely preventable.  In addition to an education campaign, the state last 
year made it mandatory to label how this insecticide should be handled so as to protect 
bees. 
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FAMILY AND EDUCATION ISSUES  
 

KRCW continues its focus on families and education with reports on the rising cost of 
college, happenings at the Oregon Zoo, Fleet Week and firework safety. 
 
 
 

 
KRCW   “PTSD Vets” 04/03/14   10:00 PM    :50 
PTSD is a term we've been hearing a lot more of in recent years.  So what is it and how 
many Oregon veterans are dealing with it?  Psychologist Doctor David Greaves says 
the most common symptoms are depression and anxiety.  Some people may just feel a 
little off while others may suffer from memory loss or changes in personality.  Last year 
the local VA saw more than 10 thousand veterans with PTSD.  About 66 percent get 
treatment.  Lt. Cliff Bacigalupi of Portland Police Bureau's Behavioral Health Unit says 
many of those veterans end up our streets. 
Cliff Bacigalupi, PPB:  “And so you end up with self medication issues or mental health 
issues or PTSD and ultimately we do not have contact with the soldiers coming back 
and its heartbreaking.”   
He also points out that people suffering from mental illness are far more likely to be 
victims of crimes than people who commit them. 
 
KRCW   “Milwaukie Family Center” 04/07/14   10:00 PM    :45 
A local support center is giving a big thanks to the community after donors restocked 
the shelves in just a few days!  The North Clackamas Support Shelter provides 
everything from food to clothes to school supplies for families who need it.  On Friday 
their shelves were almost bare after helping nearly twice as many people as normal.  
They sent out a message to the community and were re-stocked by this morning. 
Shelly Carmona, Family Support Center:  “I am overwhelmed with joy. It's awesome. I 
was really worried on Friday.  It's awesome." 
Carmona says while the shelves are full now the center relies solely on donations to 
give families enough food for several days of meals each week. 
 
KRCW   “Gay Marriage Review”  04/17/14   10:00 PM    2:00 
In less than a week, Oregon takes center stage in the same-sex marriage debate.  A 
federal judge in Eugene will only hear arguments from the side 'in favor' of gay 
marriage.  That’s because the state has decided not to defend Oregon’s constitutional 
ban.  NewsChannel 8's Reggie Aqui shows us the various paths the judge could take.   
The first two paths are relatively simple: He could rule against the two same-sex 
couples suing the state to get married.  They could then appeal.  He could rule for them, 
with gay people getting the green light to get married right away.  But could he do what's 
happened in other states; ruling for same-sex marriage but not yet allowing them to 
occur.  
“Is there anyone who can convince the judge to put a stay on this?  Really there isn’t.  
The people opposed to marriage equality in other cases have intervened in the case 
meaning they petitioned the court to become a party because they are also interested.  
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But that hasn’t happened in this case.  Nobody has appeared to do that.  And it appears 
that no one will.” 
Portland attorney Mark Johnson Roberts has been studying the same sex marriage 
legal battle for twenty years.  He says Judge Michael McShane, this is video from his 
time as a Multnomah County Judge, could rule in favor of gay marriage and then put a 
stay on it himself, waiting to see what happens in other states first. 
“It is conceivable he could do that, I think that’s very unlikely. What would be the 
purpose of that?  That’s the thing; there wouldn’t be a lot of purpose to be served by 
that. Judge McShane is sort of the final authority on this question in the State of 
Oregon.” 
Counties all over the state will have to be ready in case same sex marriage goes into 
effect immediately.  Multnomah County says the state is already preparing new online 
marriage license forms which take out gender references. 
 
KRCW   “Oregon College Rape Numbers”  05/09/14   10:00 PM    :30 
The most recent numbers from the University of Oregon show an increase in sex 
offenses compared to previous years.  The University of Oregon reported 30 sex 
offenses in 2012.  That includes sexual assaults both on and off campus.  That’s quite a 
jump from the 13 cases reported in 2011 and 12 reported in 2010.  U of O attributes the 
jump in 2012 to a push on campus urging victims to report the crimes.  Compare that to 
Oregon State which reported eight cases in 2012, one case in 2011 and ten cases in 
2010. 
 
KRCW   “Red Carpet Salmon”  05/16/14   10:00 PM    :25 
"SeaTac International rolled out the red carpet for the year's first catch of "Copper River 
Salmon".  Take a look at one of the salmon flown in today.  It’s considered some of the 
best tasting salmon in the world because of its high oil content.  The plane carried 24 
thousand pounds down from Prince William Sound.  Three Seattle chefs put their skills 
to the test in a cook off right there at the airport.  
 
KRCW   “Reading Rainbow Return” 05/28/14   10:00 PM    :20 
Fans are ready for a whole lot more "Reading Rainbow".  The popular PBS show turned 
to "Kickstarter" to revive the kids show on the web.  It set up a goal of one million dollars 
this morning and reached it within 12 hours!  The show's host is Levar Burton.  He says 
it will be interactive and can go out to more than 15 hundred classrooms through the 
web. 
 
KRCW   “Fleet Week” 06/04/14   10:00 PM    2:15 
For the first time in two years, fleet week is back in full-force in Portland tonight.  
Government budget cuts kept most of the ships out of the event last year and it turns 
out, they weren't the only people missing.   Last year, the Rose Festival didn't have the 
ships and didn't have the crowds that came with them.  In fact, they saw an attendance 
dip.  Now that the ships are back they're hoping you will be too.  If you've ever wanted 
to meet a sailor, here's your chance.  Although before you get any big ideas, you might 
want to check out what he or she is carrying.  Car seats; that's the accessory tonight for 
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Lt. Lee Crusius and his fellow crew members who brought the Coast Guard Cutter 
"Alert" to Portland’s fleet week.  No, this is not going to be a wild week on the town. 
“We’re a very family-oriented ship, that’s what keeps us sustained, keeps us out there 
so any opportunity to pull into port and see our family is a big deal for us.” 
The Coast Guard is in first, the Navy follows Thursday afternoon. That is a huge relief 
for a Rose Festival that truly missed them when last year's government sequester kept 
the ships from coming. 
Rich Jarvis/Portland Rose Festival:  “And you know that probably did impact attendance 
somewhat.  When the fleet is here they really do come out.  There’s a big wow factor 
with those great big gray hulls out here.  It’s really exciting for me.” 
He looks the part, but Patrick Henry is not a sailor off ship; not yet anyway.  He's joining 
the Navy after he graduates from high school in a few days.  
“This is really impressive.  I knew the Coast Guard had some really good stuff but I 
never thought it would be of this magnitude.  I’m really glad they’re showing Portland 
everything they do.”  
Military might and delicate flowers.  The other big Rose Festival tradition is almost down 
to the wire - the floats for Saturday's Grand Floral Parade start getting built in March.  
Kendra Comerford, VP SCI:  “It’s like weddings, everybody’s happy; how could you not 
be happy?  We have beautiful designs and the volunteers bring them to life.”  
They can't do the flower part until two days before the parade, so if you want to help, 
they'd love to have you, no skills necessary.  
Tours start at 9 AM tomorrow on the Coast Guard Cutter.  The Navy will start its tours 
Friday and those go through the weekend.  Pro-tip, it's going to be nice, but don't wear 
your flip flops, closed toed shoes only and you can't bring bags on board. 
 
KRCW   “Teacher Evaluations”  06/09/14   10:00 PM    :30 
We're getting a clearer idea of what to expect from new 'teacher evaluations' in the 
State of Oregon.  A large majority of teachers are expected to be rated as meeting, but 
not exceeding, expectations.  Ten to fifteen percent will be superstars and two percent 
will be rated as failing.  But falling into the bottom tier won't necessarily mean 
termination and those in the top tier aren't required to get a raise. 
 
KRCW   “PPS Goat Herd” 06/23/14   10:00 PM    :30 
School may be out but that doesn't mean all the kids are gone.  Portland Public Schools 
brought in a work force of goats today to clear some pesky blackberries at school 
headquarters and the fairly steep hillside is no problem for these kids.  But it could have 
been hazardous for people.  At one point, one of the goats stopped eating and came 
over to hear what was going on.  But eh, not so interesting I guess.  Grounds Foreman 
Mark Franklin told us he got the idea of goat crews from seeing them downtown. 
“This is a way to do it with no pesticides; no large numbers of man hours and this is just 
a good green way to take care of a big problem.” 
It will take this four-legged wrecking crew eight days to clear the plants. 
 
KRCW   “OHSU Life Sciences” 06/26/14   10:00 PM    :20 
Three Oregon universities have come together to create a new hi-tech learning space 
on Portland’s waterfront.  It has plenty of traditional lecture halls for nursing, pharmacy 
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and dental students.  But students will also have a chance to work with high-tech 
mannequins.  Students from Portland State, Oregon State and OHSU will train in the 
new building. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


