
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 
 
Here follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by station KHIL & KWCX, along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for 
the period April, May & June 2015.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance. 

Description of Issue Date & Time Duration Narration of Type and Description of Program/Segment 
Arizona Poison Centers Welcome 

Approval of New Snake Antivenom,  
Plan Research 

Tucson, Phoenix Toxicologists To Assess 
Drugs 

 

May 9th Facebook Tucson, Arizona - With the approval by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration on May 6 of a new 
antivenom to treat rattlesnake bites, the two poison control centers in Arizona are on track to begin research 
into the best utilization of snakebite medicines.   

The FDA has approved the use of Anavip as a new rattlesnake antivenom. It will join the drug CroFab, which 
has been the sole antivenom available for purchase since 2000, as a medicine to treat patients who have been 
bitten by a rattlesnake. 

Though Anavip will not be available for general use until October 2018, the Arizona Poison and Drug 
Information Center at the University of Arizona College of Pharmacy in Tucson and the Banner Poison and 
Drug Information Center at Banner-University Medical Center in Phoenix  are developing a research study to 
help physicians determine the most efficacious use of the two antivenoms when both are on the market for 
hospitals to purchase. 

The poison centers of Arizona were deeply involved in the testing that led to FDA approval of both antivenom 
products. CroFab was developed by faculty members at the University of Arizona and clinical trials were 
conducted in the 1990s at poison centers in Tucson and Phoenix.  Several years later, both the Tucson and 
Phoenix poison centers were clinical trial sites in the study assessing Anavip, enrolling 25 percent of the 
patients studied before FDA approval. 

“It is a natural progression of our research role for us now to study the best utilization of these medicines,” 
says Mazda Shirazi, medical director of the Tucson center. “This is the first time doctors treating snakebites 
will have two products to choose from. The antivenoms are similar in how they work, and both are effective. 
Now we need to find out the differences.  Maybe we will learn that in some cases using the medicines 
together is the best treatment. We have a lot to learn about these drugs.” 

Arizona is the ideal location to conduct this work. 

“Arizona is home to 13 species of rattlesnakes and our poison centers help in the treatment of more than 200 
bites a year,” says Steven Curry, MD, director of medical toxicology at Banner-University Medical Center 
Phoenix. “Physicians with our center treat between 55 and 80 patients annually and consult on many more 
cases. This will provide us a good base for research on how to best use the snake antivenoms.  Our initial 
experience gained from using Anavip in the clinical trial resulting in FDA approval is that Anavip may have 
the advantage of lasting longer and preventing the need for repeated blood tests after hospital discharge.” 

The Arizona poison centers are independently run public health services partially funded by the state. The 
Tucson center serves 14 of the state’s 15 counties, while the Phoenix center serves the state’s population 
center of Maricopa County. In 2013 they joined forces to work with the Center for Toxicology and 
Pharmacology Education and Research (CTPER). CTPER is located at the University of Arizona College of 
Medicine‐Phoenix and provides expertise, education and research in the areas of medical toxicology, 
pharmacology, medication safety and disaster preparedness.  

### 

Poison Centers & Antivenom Research  



The Arizona poison centers have been key players in the development of three antivenoms. 

Snake antivenom 

• •       CroFab – FDA approved in October 2000 
In conjunction with the University of Arizona faculty members who developed the antivenom, 
poison centers in Tucson and Phoenix participated in trials needed for drug approval by enrolling 
and treating patients. 

• •       Anavip – FDA approved in May 2015 
Both Arizona centers enrolled and helped treat patients in the nationwide study of a drug 
produced in Mexico.  The study involved 18 sites and 123 patients. Together the Arizona centers 
accounted for about 24 percent of study participants. 

Scorpion antivenom 

• •       Anascorp – FDA approved in August 2011 
The Tucson poison center began research for a scorpion antivenom in the early part of the 
2000’s. The clinical trial was performed throughout Arizona and Nevada. The Phoenix poison 
center toxicologists treated almost 300 children in that trial. 

Snakebite Facts 

• •       Experts estimate there are 5,000 to 8,000 rattlesnake bites in the United States annually. 
The American Association of Poison Control Centers records more than 3,000 reported 
snakebites annually. 

• •       More than 200 rattler bites are reported to Arizona poison centers annually. Not all of those 
who are bitten seek care. Experts estimate 250‐350 bites in Arizona each year. 

• •       The effects of a snake bite can include internal bleeding, severe breathing difficulties and 
permanent tissue and nerve damage.  

• •       Though death is a rare outcome of rattlesnake bite, records show that one to 10 Americans 
die each year as a result of being bitten, and Arizona has the highest per capita death rate from 
snake bite. 

• •       Medical care is the ONLY effective treatment for rattlesnake envenomation and usually 
includes treatment with antivenom. So‐called “first aid” such as using tourniquets, snakebite kits, 
and suction to remove venom from the strike site are NOT effective and can cause more damage. 

• •       Snakebites generally require hospitalization of three to five days to adequately treat the 
body’s initial responses to the venom. 

• •       Treatment costs for snakebite may exceed $100,000.  

 
 

Arizona Women and Their Health  

 

May 11 Facebook Troy Wilde 

PHOENIX - Women in Arizona and everywhere are encouraged to take the time to take better care of their 
health. That's the message attached to National Women's Health Week, which is this week. Dr. DeShawn 
Taylor, a gynecologist with Desert Star Family Planning in the Phoenix area, says it's critical for every 
woman to have an annual checkup.  
 
"Blood pressure, cardiovascular health, healthy lifestyle, family planning, birth control," she says. "All of 
those things are addressed in the annual checkup." 



Taylor says many women work and raise families and simply don't take the time to take care of themselves. 
She says being healthier for some women can start with trying to exercise more, eat more nutritious food, and 
not use tobacco. 
 
According to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, heart disease is the leading cause of death for 
women in the U.S., killing more than 250 million each year, and accounting for 25 percent of all female 
deaths.  
 
Dr. Laura Dalton, medical director with Planned Parenthood Arizona, says the Affordable Care Act is helping 
many women get coverage and have regular checkups. 
 
"An important point is reproductive health care, such as well-women visits and most contraceptive methods, 
are covered at full cost under the Affordable Care Act," says Dalton. "They also have the chance of getting 
onto a health insurance plan under the Affordable Care Act, where maybe it wasn't possible for them before." 
 
Dalton says wellness visits at Planned Parenthood include screening for breast and cervical cancer, family 
planning, family medical history and other risk factors. 

 
Arizona Women and Their Health  

 

See attached 90 seconds Troy Wilde 

PHOENIX - Women in Arizona and everywhere are encouraged to take the time to take better care of their 
health. That's the message attached to National Women's Health Week, which is this week. Dr. DeShawn 
Taylor, a gynecologist with Desert Star Family Planning in the Phoenix area, says it's critical for every 
woman to have an annual checkup.  
 
"Blood pressure, cardiovascular health, healthy lifestyle, family planning, birth control," she says. "All of 
those things are addressed in the annual checkup." 
 
Taylor says many women work and raise families and simply don't take the time to take care of themselves. 
She says being healthier for some women can start with trying to exercise more, eat more nutritious food, and 
not use tobacco. 
 
According to the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, heart disease is the leading cause of death for 
women in the U.S., killing more than 250 million each year, and accounting for 25 percent of all female 
deaths.  
 
Dr. Laura Dalton, medical director with Planned Parenthood Arizona, says the Affordable Care Act is helping 
many women get coverage and have regular checkups. 
 
"An important point is reproductive health care, such as well-women visits and most contraceptive methods, 
are covered at full cost under the Affordable Care Act," says Dalton. "They also have the chance of getting 
onto a health insurance plan under the Affordable Care Act, where maybe it wasn't possible for them before." 
 
Dalton says wellness visits at Planned Parenthood include screening for breast and cervical cancer, family 
planning, family medical history and other risk factors. 

 
Arizona's Homeless Should Be Helped by 
ACA Grant 

 

May 12, 2015  Facebook Arizona News Connection 

Three Community Health Centers to Receive $1.7 Million for Expansion 

Troy Wilde 



PHOENIX - Thousands of Arizona residents, including the state's homeless population, are expected to 
benefit from $1.7 million in Affordable Care Act (ACA) funding to expand the state's system of nonprofit 
Community Health Centers. 
 
Circle the City, a medical respite center in Phoenix providing health services for the homeless, is among three 
recipients sharing the federal grant. Circle the City chief financial officer John Andrews says the money will 
be used to build another clinic. 
 
"We're providing behavioral health services to a population of patients," he says. "These are severely mentally 
ill patients that we will be serving, primarily in the homeless space." 
 
Andrews says there are few health services for the homeless population in the Phoenix area, with a population 
that tops 17,000. He says the funding is part of a multi-year grant. 
 
Community Health Centers are local clinics that treat people who are uninsured or under-insured, and bill 
based on their ability to pay. Andrews says these clinics help keep healthcare costs down by treating people 
before their health conditions require more expensive hospital care. 
 
"The benefits of addressing the full scope of challenges being faced by the patient is that costs go down 
because you're dealing with the full issue," says Andrews, "as opposed to part of the issue." 
 
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services is providing just over $100 million in Affordable Care 
Act funding to about 160 health centers in 33 states. It is projected to increase access to health services for 
nearly 650,000 patients. 

 
Donate blood in honor of World 
Blood Donor Day 

May & June Facebook Donate blood in honor of World Blood Donor Day  
 

SIERRA VISTA, Ariz. (May 14) — The American Red Cross seeks eligible donors to give blood in 
honor of World Blood Donor Day, June 14, and throughout the summer to help ensure a sufficient 
blood supply for patients in need.  
 
Summer is an especially difficult time to collect enough blood to meet the needs of hospital patients. 
Many schools that host blood drives are out of session during the summer, and regular donors are 
often vacationing, potentially making them less available to give.  
 
World Blood Donor Day highlights the constant need for donors – during the summer and 
throughout the year. Supermodel Niki Taylor, the celebrity spokesperson for World Blood Donor 
Day, fully understands the importance of blood donations. In 2001, she was in a near-fatal car 
accident and received about 100 pints of blood. To this day, she attributes her survival to the blood 
donors and doctors who helped save her life. 
 
Those who come to donate blood with the Red Cross June 8-14, 2015, will receive a limited-edition 
Nexcare give bandage in one of eight global-inspired designs in honor of World Blood Donor Day.  
 
Every day this summer is a chance to give hope. Eligible donors are encouraged to choose their 
day to make a difference. Donors of all blood types – especially those with types O negative, A 
negative and B negative – are needed. To make an appointment to give blood, download the Red 
Cross Blood Donor App, visit redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767). 
 
Upcoming blood donation opportunities 

Cochise 
 
Bisbee 
6/10/2015: 12 p.m. - 5 p.m., First Baptist Church, 1173 Highway 92 
 
Saint David 



5/20/2015: 2 p.m. - 6 p.m., LDS Meeting House, 640 W. Patton Street 
 
Sierra Vista 
5/13/2015: 11 a.m. - 3 p.m., Teleperformance USA, 4251 Enterprise Way 
5/26/2015: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., Windemere Hotel, 2047 S. Highway 92 
6/2/2015: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., Prestige Assisted Living at Sierra Vista, 4400 Avenida Cochise 
6/6/2015: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., Sierra Vista Mall, 2200 El Mercado Loop 
6/13/2015: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., Sierra Vista Public Library, 2600 East Tacoma Street 
 
Willcox 
5/21/2015: 9:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m., Valley Telecom, 752 E. Maley St. 

_______________ 
Graham 

 
Safford 
5/13/2015: 11:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Manor House Convention Center, 420 Hwy 70 

_______________ 
 

Greenlee 
 
Morenci 
5/19/2015: 11:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m., Morenci Shopping Center, 106 Plaza Loop 

_______________ 
 

 
How to donate blood 
Simply download the American Red Cross Blood Donor App, visit redcrossblood.org or call 1-800-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) to make an appointment or for more information. All blood types are 
needed to ensure a reliable supply for patients. A blood donor card or driver’s license or two other 
forms of identification are required at check-in. Individuals who are 17 years of age (16 with parental 
consent in some states), weigh at least 110 pounds and are in generally good health may be 
eligible to donate blood. High school students and other donors 18 years of age and younger also 
have to meet certain height and weight requirements. 
  
About the American Red Cross 
The American Red Cross shelters, feeds and provides emotional support to victims of disasters; 
supplies about 40 percent of the nation’s blood; teaches skills that save lives; provides international 
humanitarian aid; and supports military members and their families. The Red Cross is a not-for-
profit organization that depends on volunteers and the generosity of the American public to perform 
its mission. For more information, please visit redcross.org or visit us on Twitter at @RedCross. 

 
Asthma Will Kill About 60 Arizonans 
This Year 

 

May 18 Facebook Arizona News Connection 

May 18, 2015  

Asthma Will Kill About 60 Arizonans This Year 

Troy Wilde 

TUCSON, Ariz. - The word "asthma" may bring to mind an image of a sick child with an inhaler, but in 
reality, asthma affects about one in twelve Americans and kills about 60 people in Arizona every year. 
Creating more awareness about asthma is the goal of National Asthma and Allergy Awareness Month, held 
each May. Dr. Tara Carr is director of the Adult Allergy Program at the University of Arizona.  
 
"It's terrible, it shouldn't happen, people shouldn't die from asthma because we consider asthma to be a 



treatable disease," says Carr. "Assuming patients are on proper therapy, they're properly counseled about 
avoidance of triggers, people shouldn't die from it." 
 
Carr says there is no cure for asthma, which can be genetic or developed at any point in life. She says people 
with asthma should see their doctor at least twice annually and be on medication if necessary. Carr says the 
medication regimen can be reduced or even eliminated if the asthma is stabilized. 
 
According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, about 25 million Americans have asthma, up 
from 20 million in 2001, and approximately 10 people die from it each day. Carr says emerging research also 
links obesity in children to more severe asthma issues. 
 
"Obesity not only contributes to the development of asthma," she says. "But it also contributes to severe 
asthma the severity of asthma." 
 
Carr adds asthma sufferers should try to avoid cigarette smoke, strong perfumes, animals or anything else that 
can trigger an attack. 

 

Tucson VA to Hold 5th Annual VA2K Walk 
and Roll 

May 18 FB TUCSON, AZ – The Southern Arizona VA Health Care System (SAVAHCS) Tucson VA campus will host its 
5th Annual VA2K Walk and Roll Wednesday May 20 with registration beginning at 6:30 a.m. The event will 
consist of a 1.2-mile walk around the VA campus and other activities to support homeless Veterans and 
promote healthy living. 

Event registration will be at the R.E. Lindsey Jr. Auditorium between 6:30 a.m. and 8:30 a.m., with open 
walking around a marked course and healthy living activities from 7:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. 

Participants are encouraged to bring non-perishable food items, toiletries and clothing items to donate to the 
homeless outreach program at the Tucson VA. 

Also, the VA Northwest Tucson Clinic located at 2945 W. Ina Road will be hosting a VA2K event with 
registration starting at 6:45 a.m. for a 7:00 a.m. walk. The clinic will also have Yoga and Qi Gong 
demonstrations after the walk. For more information on the VA Northwest Tucson Clinic VA2K walk, please 
call (520) 219-2418. 

The Yuma VA Clinic located at 3111 South 4th Ave., Yuma Ariz. will be hosting a VA2K event with 
registration starting at 6:45 a.m. for a 7:00 a.m. walk and healthy living activities till 9:00 a.m. Yuma VA 
Clinic is requesting donations of personal hygiene items and toilet paper for their community homeless 
program that supports the local Veterans. For more information about the Yuma VA Clinic VA2K event, 
please call (928) 317-9973 extension 1138. 

The Sierra Vista VA Clinic VA2K event will kick off at 7:00 for a 7:30 a.m. walk. The Sierra Vista VA Clinic 
is located at 101 Coronado Dr., Sierra Vista, Ariz. For more information on the Sierra Vista VA2K walk, 
please call (520) 459-1529 extension 3471. 

All the VA2K events are free and open to the general public. The walk is national event celebrating National 
Employee Fitness Day. 

Report: Too Many Arizona Kids Not In 
Foster Families 

 

May 19, 2015  FB PHOENIX - Hundreds of children in Arizona are living in group homes or treatment facilities, rather than in a 
family environment. A new report from the Annie E. Casey Foundation found in a recent year, 14 percent of 
the 14,000 children in the state's care were not living with a foster family or a relative.  
 
Dana Wolfe Naimark, president and CEO with the Children's Action Alliance, says part of the problem is 
under-staffing at Child Protective Services. 
 
"Case workers in our Child Protective Service system are completely overwhelmed," Wolfe Naimark says. 



"They have far too many cases, and so sometimes if a group home is available it's easier and quicker for them 
than it is to find a family member or find a foster home." 
 
Wolfe Naimark says having more foster families in the system and increased staffing at CPS could help more 
kids. The Casey Foundation report calls on policymakers, child welfare agencies and family court judges to 
support decision-making that ensures the least restrictive placement. 
 
Wolfe Naimark adds, group placements can cost up to 10 times the amount it takes to place a child with a 
relative or foster family. She says children in group homes and institutions are also more likely to be abused 
and arrested. 
 
"We know kids have better long-term outcomes, they graduate high school, they're healthier, they get jobs 
more often when they have grown up in families," she says. "But it's also cheaper for taxpayers, so it's a win-
win on both sides." 
 
The report found in 2013, 84 percent of young people in the U.S. ages 20 and younger in foster care were in 
family placement; 14 percent were in a non-family placement such as group homes or institution. 

 
Pavement repair work scheduled Thursday 
and Friday on eastbound I‐10 east of Texas 
Canyon 

 

May 21 FB Pavement repair work scheduled Thursday and Friday on eastbound I‐10 east of Texas Canyon 

 Motorists traveling on eastbound Interstate 10 in Cochise County will experience travel restrictions 
Thursday, May 21 and Friday, May 22 while the Arizona Department of Transportation makes improvements 
to the travel lane. 

The closure is scheduled to be in effect from 5 a.m. until 3 p.m. both days between the junction with 
Johnson Road (Exit 322) and the junction with US 191 South (Exit 331) between mileposts 328 and 330. 
  
Message boards will alert approaching motorists of the lane closure. 
  
ADOT advises drivers to proceed through the work zone with caution, slow down, and be alert for 
construction equipment and personnel.  

ADOT works to inform the public about planned highway restrictions, but there is a possibility that 
unscheduled closures or restrictions may occur. Weather can also affect a project schedule. To stay up‐to‐
date with the latest highway conditions around the state, visit the ADOT Traveler Information Center at 
www.az511.gov or call 511 

 
Arizona Caps Welfare Benefits at One 
Year, Nation's Lowest 

 

May 21, 2015  Arizona News Connection 

 

Troy Wilde 

PHOENIX - It appears Arizona will have the nation's shortest lifetime cap on welfare benefits after state 
lawmakers approved action limiting it to one year.  
 
The Arizona Department of Economic Security will implement the policy change to the "Temporary 
Assistance for Needy Families" (TANF) program on January 1 of next year.  
 
Liz Schott, senior fellow who works on welfare reform issues at the Center on Budget and Policy Priorities, 
says the federal government funds about three-quarters of Arizona's welfare program through a block grant, 



which is meant to help children and families.  
 
"They literally are taking the money away from the children, and taking that money away from helping 
connect families to work," says Schott. "They are not using that money for the purpose that welfare reform 
was created." 
 
The policy change is reported to have resulted from a budget deal reached in the final hours of this year's 
legislative session, and which Schott says will save about $9 million per year, as the state works to close a $1 
billion deficit. 
 
Most states cap benefits at five years. Schott says the current cap in Arizona is 24 months, after the state 
lowered it from five years. 
 
Jerry Brown, media relations director with St. Mary's Food Bank, the state's largest serving 250,000 meals per 
day, says ending benefits for hundreds of people means more children may go to bed hungry. 
 
"The one-in-four children already in Arizona that have an opportunity to go to bed hungry, that are part of 
families who live in poverty, we don't want to add to that number," says Brown. "If you're taking away 
benefits from 1,600 families and 2,700 children, that's what you're doing." 
 
Brown says half of St. Mary's Food Bank clients have one or more jobs but don't earn enough money to pay 
their bills and buy the food they need to survive. 

 
 

 


