
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 
 
Here follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by station KHIL & KWCX, along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues 
for the period July, August & September 2015.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or 
significance. 
Description of Issue Date & Time Duration Narration of Type and Description of Program/Segment 

Willcox Meth Task Force See attached 30 seconds Station produced spot:   
This is Dr Walker of Walker Family Medicine. I would like to remind you of a devastating drug called meth. 
Also known as ice, tina, speed and  crank. Meth is addictive and causes brain damage even from its very first 
use. Meth affects the entire community. Meth is costly as it relates to crime, meth lab clean up, foster care and 
addiction. The best treatment is the prevention of meths first use. For more information please visit 
www.willcoxmethtaskforce.org. 
 

Arizona Getting $20 Million Early 
Childhood Education Grant 
 

July 21, 2015 
 

1:30 
FB 

PHOENIX - Arizona has among the nation's lowest rates of preschool enrollment, but the state is receiving a 
$20 million U.S. Department of Education grant to help change that. 
 
Supporters of early learning say the grant could be a game-changer, if funding remains in place over the long 
term. Patsy Rethore-Larson, director of children services with the Homeward Bound Program in Phoenix, 
provides preschool services for homeless families and those facing homelessness. 
 
"With this grant, we can provide higher-quality experiences for these kids right now," she says. "Hopefully 
other programs will be able to take advantage of this funding to get better training, get better teachers, get 
better materials." 
 
Rethore-Larson says there is mounting research linking quality early childhood education to long-term school 
and career success. According to the Annie E. Casey Foundation's Kids Count Data Book, released today, 
Arizona ranks 48th in the nation for its high percentage of children ages three and four not attending 
preschool. 
 
Kelley Murphy with the Children's Action Alliance says the four-year federal grant of up to $20 million per 
year will be used to improve preschool services. 
 
"This is a development grant, and it allows us to do a lot of the infrastructure work that has to be in place 
before we can really start expanding the number of kids that are getting into these programs," she says. "So it 
is a game-changer in that sense." 
 
 
Murphy says a major concern right now is Congress has not approved funding for the grant beyond its first 
year. She says making meaningful changes in Arizona's early-childhood education system will require a long-
term financial commitment. 

 
No estimate for reopening I-10 in 

California 
 

July 21, 2015 FB Engineers inspecting bridge 45 miles west of Arizona line 
  
PHOENIX – Interstate 10 remains closed about 45 miles west of the Arizona state line because of a Sunday 
bridge collapse, according to the Arizona Department of Transportation.  

The Tex Wash Bridge on eastbound I‐10 collapsed Sunday afternoon after heavy rain fell on the area near 
Desert Center, Calif. The westbound bridge remains standing but is closed while California Department of 
Transportation (CalTrans) engineers inspect that span to ensure it is safe for traffic. 
  
ADOT is communicating regularly with CalTrans and the Federal Highway Administration to address issues 
related to the closure and ensure that drivers and others impacted by the closure have up‐to‐date 



information. 
  
There is no estimate for when the freeway will reopen until inspections are complete. Approximately 24,000 
vehicles cross the Arizona/California state line on I-10 each day, with commercial vehicles making up 31 
percent of that traffic. 
  
ADOT is using a variety of methods to inform drivers of the closure far in advance of the closure, including 
highway message boards, AZ511.gov, the 5‐1‐1 phone system and social media accounts on Facebook and 
Twitter. 
  
CalTrans has established alternate routes while the freeway remains closed.  
  
Westbound drivers are encouraged to exit I‐10 at California 177, travel north to California 62 and go west to 
return to I‐10 at Palm Springs. 
 
Eastbound drivers are encouraged to exit I‐10 at California 86, travel south to California 111 and continue 
south to I‐8. At Yuma, drivers can take US 95 north to I‐10 or continue east on I‐8. 
  
Arizona drivers may also consider using Interstate 8 or Interstate 40 to enter California. Drivers also can 
enter California 62 from Arizona State Route 95 in Parker. 
 

CASA- Court Appointed Special Advocates See attached 30 seconds The CASA program of Cochise County has issued the attached Public Service Announcements and requested 
the Sheriff’s Office to help “spread the word” about the critical need for CASA volunteers. You may already 
have these, but just in case we would appreciate any assistance you could provide in airing the message! 
 
CASA- Court Appointed Special Advocates have issued several Public Service Announcements to advise 
members of our communities that they need volunteers for this program.  If you think that you are that special 
person, or know someone who is, please listen to these messages and help us to help our children in need. 
 



Banner – UMC Tucson Ranked Among 

Nation’s ‘Best Hospitals’ by U.S.  

 

July 21 2015 FB 
TUCSON, Ariz. (July 21, 2015) – Banner – University Medical Center Tucson has been ranked 

among the best hospitals in the nation in geriatrics, nephrology and pulmonology in U.S. News & 

World Report’s 2015-16 Best Hospitals’ ratings and as “high ranking” in seven other medical 

specialties.  

The publication also rated Banner – University Medical Center as the best hospital in the Tucson 

metro area, and the No. 3 hospital in Arizona, after the Mayo Clinic and Banner – University Medical 

Center Phoenix, its sister hospital. 

The annual U.S. News Best Hospitals rankings, now in their 

26th year, were released today. They recognize hospitals that 

excel in treating the most challenging patients.  

“We are pleased that U.S. News has recognized the caregivers, 

educators and researchers at Banner – University Medical 

Center Tucson for their focus on patients and for producing 

outstanding outcomes.  It takes an entire team to garner results 

like these,” said Tom Dickson, chief executive officer of Banner 

– University Medical Center Tucson. 

The Tucson academic medical center, which became part of 

nonprofit Banner Health in March, was ranked 38th in the 

medical specialty of geriatrics, 41st in nephrology and 49th in pulmonology out of nearly 5,000 

hospitals surveyed across the country.  

The magazine also rated the hospital as “high performing” in the following medical specialties: 

•           Cancer 

•           Diabetes & Endocrinology 

•           Gastroenterology & GI Surgery 

•           Gynecology 

•           Neurology & Neurosurgery 

•           Orthopaedics 

•           Urology 

For 2015-16, U.S. News evaluated hospitals in 16 adult specialties and ranked the top 50 in most of 

the specialties. Less than 3 percent of hospitals that were analyzed for Best Hospitals 2015-16 were 

nationally ranked in even one specialty.  

“A Best Hospital has demonstrated expertise in treating the most challenging patients,” said Ben 

Harder, chief of health analysis at U.S. News. “A hospital that emerged from our analysis as one of 



the best has much to be proud of.”  

In rankings by state and metro area, U.S. News recognized hospitals that perform nearly at the level 

of their nationally ranked peers in one or more specialties, as well as hospitals that excel in multiple 

common procedures and conditions.  

U.S. News publishes Best Hospitals to help guide patients who need a high level of care because 

they face particularly difficult surgery, a challenging condition or extra risk because of age or 

multiple health problems. Objective measures such as patient survival and safety data, adequacy of 

nurse staffing and other data largely determined the rankings in most specialties. 

The specialty rankings and data were produced for U.S. News by RTI International, a leading 

research organization based in Research Triangle Park, N.C. U.S. News used the same data, as 

well as the new Best Hospitals for Common Care ratings, first published in May, to produce the 

state and metro rankings. 

The rankings are freely available at http://health.usnews.com/best-hospitals and will appear in the 

U.S. News “Best Hospitals 2016” guidebook, available in August from the U.S. News Store.  

 
 

Colorado River Day, Arizona's 
Conservation Successes 

 

July 24, 2015 

 PHOENIX - Recognizing Arizona's success in conserving and preserving water from the Colorado River is 
part of the message attached to Colorado River Day on Saturday. 
 
Arizona lawmakers have a long history of making good water planning decisions, said Nicole Gonzalez 
Patterson, state director of Protect the Flows, a network of more than 1,100 businesses working on Colorado 
River conservation issues. 
 
"The development of the Central Arizona Project, and with the development of the Arizona Groundwater 
Management Act, we had a lot of foresight to think about some solutions to potential water shortages," she 
said. 
 
Gonzalez Patterson said her group also is grateful to Gov. Doug Ducey for supporting policies that will help 
to ensure future conservation of the Colorado River. She said the state is well positioned to embrace future 
solutions that will help protect the river. 
 
Colorado River Day marks the 94th anniversary of the Grand River being renamed the Colorado. 
 
Gonzalez Patterson said research shows that the river helps to support millions of jobs and provides trillions 
of dollars to the economy across the Southwest. 
 
"Without the river, a lot of jobs go away and businesses rely on water," she said. "It's a fact of doing business 
in the desert, so that's why it's so valuable." 
 
The Colorado River has endured more than a decade of drought, leaving water levels at its two primary 
reservoirs, Lake Powell and Lake Mead, at historic lows. 
 
The Protect the Flows report is online at protectflows.com. 

 
 



Arizona Workforce Connection July, August FB 
See attached 

Arizona Workforce Connection and the Elsie S. Hogan Community Library have partnered to bring an 
Employment and Education Fair to the Willcox Community Center. Friday, August 7th from 10am to 2pm be 
ready to interview with employers and speak with educational institutions from across the State! Bring copies 
of your resume and dress to impress on August 7th for the Employment and Education Fair. Contact 520-458-
9309 for more information. 
 

Report: Bank of America First in Mortgage 
Complaints in Arizona, Nation 
 

July 23, 2015 
 

 PHOENIX - Bank of America ranks number one for mortgage-related complaints in Arizona and 44 other 
states, according to a new report from the Arizona Public Interest Research Group, also known as Arizona 
PIRG. 
 
Diane Brown, executive director of Arizona PIRG, says the report is based on several years of consumer 
complaints investigated by the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau (CFPB). 
 
"The complaints really can range in anything from a problem with a loan modification, with payments, with 
an escrow account," she states. 
 
The report shows that since the CFPB was created in 2011, it has received 31,000 complaints about Bank of 
America. Wells Fargo was second with 19,000 complaints. 
 
Brown says unlike the Federal Trade Commission and other government entities, the CFPB can investigate 
businesses before a complaint is filed. 
 
She says it's important for consumers to make complaints at consumerfinance.gov, because CFPB can 
demonstrate a pattern or trend of businesses that may be violating the law, and lead to policy changes. 
 
"We know that people providing their stories will help the CFPB and other consumers to know what the 
problems are, and to help rectify those complaints," she explains. 
 
Overall, issues relating to mortgages and debt collectors are the leading complaints made at the CFPB. It also 
regulates and investigates payday lenders, pawnshops, credit bureaus and debt collectors. 
 
The bureau has recovered $5 billion and fielded about 400,000 consumer complaints. 
 

 


