
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 
 
Here follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by station KHIL & KWCX, along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for 
the period Jan, Feb & March 2015.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance. 

Description of Issue Date & Time Duration Narration of Type and Description of Program/Segment 
Arizona Lawmakers Consider "Payday 
Lending" Bill 

 

March Webby PHOENIX - The Arizona State Senate is considering a bill, already approved by the House, which opponents 
say could allow payday lenders to issue loans with costs equaling an annual interest rate of more than 200 
percent.  
 
Cynthia Zwick, executive director with the Arizona Community Action Association, says House Bill 2611 
would create "flex loans" which would allow lenders to charge undisclosed fees. 
 
"But then they're allowed to charge customary fees under this legislation, and customary fees are 
undisclosed," says Zwick. "So, the fees added to the interest get up to 218 percent a year, on one of these 
loans." 
 
Zwick says the bill is an attempt by the payday loan industry to bypass state law which caps interest rates on 
loans at 36 percent. She adds, a consumer who borrows the maximum $3,000 permitted under HB 2611 would 
end up repaying more than $13,000 on a five-year term. 
 
Supporters, including the bill's sponsor Representative J.D. Mesnard, say it could help people who need 
money and can't get conventional loans. 
 
"These folks are in a situation where they don't have access to credit," says Mesnard. "They can't qualify in 
the more traditional means or whatever, they find themselves in a pinch." 
 
The U.S. Defense Department reports that predatory lenders target military personnel because they are often 
young and financially inexperienced borrowers who have bank accounts and steady jobs, but also have little 
in savings, flawed credit or have hit their credit limit. 

 
Poison Prevention In Arizona and 
Around the Nation  

 

March Webby PHOENIX - In Arizona and around the U.S., it's National Poison Prevention Week. Dr. Keith Boesen, 
director with the Arizona Poison and Drug Information Center, says the focus is on taking some simple steps 
around the home to help reduce the chances of accidental poisoning. He says potentially dangerous products 
including medications, cosmetics and household cleaners should be kept out of the reach of children.  
 
"One pill can kill for a child, whereas we might expect side affects in an adult," says Boesen. "There are 
serious concerns with some of those medications out there." 
 
Poisoning is the leading cause of death from injuries in the U.S. More than two million poisonings are 
reported to poison-control centers each year, with more than 90 percent occurring in the home. 
 
Health officials say among the newer concerns are e-cigarettes, with their flavored liquid nicotine, and 
laundry pods, which often have bright colors and can be mistaken by young children as candy. In the event of 
a poisoning, Boesen says to call the poison hotline at 1-800-222-1221 as soon as possible.  
 
"Poisoning really encompasses everything," he says. "So when it comes to an exposure to just about anything, 
poison centers have the most up-to-date, current, relevant information." 
 
Of all the people who call the poison hotline from home, Boesen says the majority don't have to go to the 
hospital, but can stay at home and follow treatment recommendations. 

 



    

Arizona Gets B Grade in Transparency 
Report 

 

March Webby PHOENIX - Arizona's state government gets a B grade in an annual report that measures government 
transparency through reporting information on public websites. 
 
The Follow the Money Report considers efforts made by the state to release information about government 
spending on the website openbooks.az.gov, said Diane Brown, executive director of the Arizona Public 
Interest Research Group Education Fund. She said Arizona would likely get a better grade if it would reveal 
more information about tax incentives offered to businesses. 
 
"It behooves the state of Arizona to provide information on economic-development subsidies to state officials 
and to its citizens," she said. 
 
Brown said the Arizona Department of Administration is limited in posting information about tax subsidies 
because the state Legislature has not given it full authority to do so. She said taxpayers can better hold elected 
officials accountable if they know how much economic incentive is given to businesses. 
 
Arizona has improved in some reporting aspects, Brown said, but has not moved as quickly as have other 
states in its efforts to be transparent. 
 
"Other states have improved at a more significant pace," she said, "which is why Arizona has basically 
maintained the same grade instead of receiving an A." 
 
Ohio ranked first in the report with an A-plus grade, while Alaska, Idaho and California tied for last place, 
each getting an F. 
 
The report is online at arizonapirg.org. 

 
San Simon rest areas on I‐10 in eastern 
Cochise County to close for five months 
 

March Webby Eastbound and westbound facilities will undergo renovations beginning Monday 
  
  
The eastbound and westbound San Simon rest areas, located near milepost 388 on Interstate 10 near the 
Arizona‐New Mexico state line, will be closed to the public for approximately five months starting Monday, 
March 23, for renovations to the facilities. 
  
The Arizona Department of Transportation will make improvements to the water and septic systems, 
buildings and structures. All facilities will also be brought up to the current standards of the Americans with 
Disabilities Act. 
  
The renovations are part of a statewide program to enhance customer service for the motorists who utilize 
the rest areas. 
  
While the San Simon rest areas are closed, the I‐10 rest area at Texas Canyon, located between Willcox and 
Benson, will remain open. 
  
The locations of all state highway rest areas may be viewed at azdot.gov/maps. 
  
ADOT works to inform the public about planned highway restrictions, but there is a possibility that 
unscheduled closures or restrictions may occur. Weather can also affect a project schedule. To stay up to 
date with the latest highway conditions around the state, visit the ADOT Traveler Information Center at 
az511.gov or call 511. 



  
For more information about this project, please call C.T. Revere, ADOT Senior Community Relations Officer, 
at 520.705.3574 or crevere@azdot.gov. 
   
 

TUESDAY: Community to Rally 
Outside Gov. Doug Ducey’s Office 

Against SB 1445, the ‘Secret Police’ 
Bill 

 

March webby CONTACT: Steve Kilar, ACLU of Arizona, skilar@acluaz.org, 602-492-8540 

PHOENIX – Community groups will be rallying outside Arizona Gov. Doug Ducey’s office on 
Tuesday, March 24, to speak out against SB 1445, a proposal that would require law enforcement 
agencies to conceal police officers’ identities for months following their involvement in violent or 
deadly incidents. 

This bill is unnecessary, takes discretion away from local officials, promotes mistrust of the police 
and threatens Arizona’s proud tradition of open government. Furthermore, police officers’ 
extraordinary powers are much more likely to be abused when their use is concealed from the 
public. 

WHAT: Speakers will encourage Gov. Ducey to veto this dangerous legislation if it reaches 
his desk and address the harm this law would inflict on communities of color, people with mental 
illness and their families, immigrants, and LGBT people, among others. 

WHO: Community organizations including the NAACP of Maricopa County, the Greater 
Phoenix Urban League, the Center for Neighborhood Leadership, Phillips Memorial 
C.M.E. Church, Church of The Remnant, Puente Human Rights Movement, SOMOS 
America, the Black Alliance for Just Immigration, Black Lives Matter and the ACLU of 
Arizona. 

WHEN: Tuesday, March 24, 2015, 4:00 p.m. 

WHERE: In front of the Arizona Executive Tower (18th Ave. between W. Adams St. and W. 
Jefferson St. in Phoenix). 

 
 

Special Enrollment in Arizona 

 

March & April 60 sec Avoid Health Insurance Fines 

Phoenix, AZ – People in Arizona and around the country can avoid tax penalties for not having health 
insurance by getting coverage during a special enrollment period now underway. Comments from 
Annette Raveneau (rav-uh-KNOW), communications director, Enroll America in Arizona. Image 
available: photo of doctor and patient. 

Intro: A special enrollment period is underway that can help people in Arizona and around the U-S avoid 
fines for not having health insurance. Annette Raveneau is with the nonprofit organization Enroll America in 
Arizona, which helps enroll people in health insurance plans through the Affordable Care Act. She says 
people who didn't get health insurance last year face penalties of 95 dollars per adult and half that amount for 
each child. Raveneau says the fines will go up each year. 

  Cut 38162 :13  "For 2016, if you don't have health insurance and you qualify, you would be penalized at 2
income, or $695 per adult, whatever is higher." 

Tag: Raveneau says there are many people in Arizona who don't have health insurance and may be facing the 



fines. She says the tax penalties start out smaller as a sort of gentle reminder that having health insurance is 
now a legal requirement. The special enrollment period started March 15th and ends April 30th. 

*** 

Second Cut: Raveneau adds that having health insurance can help provide peace of mind against medical 
bills that can cause financial devastation. 

  
Cut 39162 :13  "They'll know that they have health insurance that they would be able to count on, that's not going to be 
canceled, regardless if they have a preexisting condition, and that they that know it's there for them, to take care of them, and f
them to have a better way of life." 

Tag:  Raveneau says in Arizona, about three-quarters of people who get health coverage through the 
Affordable Care Act qualify for a premium subsidy. According to the U-S Department of Health and Human 
Services, more than eleven million Americans selected plans or were automatically re-enrolled during the 
three-month open-enrollment period that ended last month. 

OPTIONAL REPORTER WRAP: uses first soundbite(s)  
LEAD: A special enrollment period is underway that can help people in Arizona and around the 
U-S avoid fines for not having health insurance. More from Troy Wilde.  

  Cut 40162 :46 Outcue...Troy Wilde   
ADOT urges drivers to slow down, avoid 

distractions  
as National Work Zone Awareness Week 

starts today 
 

March, April Webby ‘Expect the Unexpected’ is safety message from transportation agencies 
  

PHOENIX —It is one of the most dangerous jobs across the country, that of the highway worker. Operating 
close to traffic subjects highway workers to safety risks, including speeding, impaired or distracted drivers. 
But the Arizona Department of Transportation also points to national statistics that show most victims in work 
zone crashes are likely to be drivers or their passengers. 
  
“Expect the Unexpected” is the theme of this year’s National Work Zone Awareness Week, which starts 
today (Monday, March 23). 
  
In 2013, the latest year for which national statistics are available, 579 people died in work zone-related  
crashes across the country, according to the American Traffic Safety Services Foundation. About 80 percent 
of those killed or injured in such crashes were drivers or their passengers. 
  
A review of law enforcement crash reports shows 17 people were killed in Arizona work zone crashes in 
2013. It was a noticeable increase over seven such fatalities in 2012 and 10 deaths in 2011. 
  
ADOT and other U.S. transportation agencies have joined together this week to urge drivers to pay attention 
to signs and other warning devices, slow down and give workers plenty of space in and around work zones 
along highways and local roadways. 
  
No ADOT workers have been killed in work zone crashes in recent years, and the agency wants to keep it that 
way.  
  
ADOT has unveiled a new Work Zone Safety public service announcement that highlights the risks 
construction and maintenance crews face along highways, especially when drivers don’t heed lowered speed 
limits in work zones. The video shows a close call for a paving crew as a speeding recreational vehicle passes 
by them. 
  
For more information about work zone safety, visit azdot.gov/workzone  
 



    

    

 


