
QUARTERLY ISSUES/PROGRAMS LIST 
 
Here follows a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by station KHIL & KWCX, along with the most significant programming treatment of those issues for 
the period July, August, Sept 2015.  The listing is by no means exhaustive.  The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or significance. 

Description of Issue Date & Time Duration Narration of Type and Description of Program/Segment 
Major Traffic Death Increase Prompts 
Arizona DPS Crackdown 
 

July & Aug 
See attached 
FB 

1:30 PHOENIX - Traffic deaths in Arizona are up 35 percent compared with the first half of last year, and the 
Department of Public Safety says it is cracking down on drivers to try to slow the trend. 
 
There were 144 traffic deaths on state and federal highways in Arizona during the first six months of 2015, 
said department spokesman Bart Graves, compared with 107 deaths during the same time period last year. He 
said several factors likely are at play. 
 
"Because more people are driving, gas prices are reasonable right now," he said. "For the most part, people 
drive regardless of the condition of their cars, tires. Sometimes they don't wear seat belts, and so all of these 
factors go into fatality rates." 
 
Graves said five people were killed in two car crashes in the Phoenix area earlier this week. The driver in one 
of the incidents likely faces murder charges, after being charged with driving under the influence of 
methamphetamine. 
 
DPS officers will be increasing enforcement in an effort to reduce the death count, Graves said, adding that 
ultimately the burden of traffic safety rests with drivers. 
 
"Unless they resolve not to drive impaired, unless they resolve not to drive tired, unless they resolve to not be 
distracted, this carnage is going to continue," he said, "so, we're all in this together." 
 
In 2014, traffic deaths in the first half-year were lower than normal, which Graves said may have been linked 
to higher gas prices that kept people from driving as much. He said DPS officers will be specifically citing 
motorists for seat-belt violations, because research shows a higher crash survival rate when seat belts are used. 
 

Clean Power Plan to Cut 
Costs for Arizonans 
 

Aug 
See attached 
FB 

1:30 Phoenix, AZ – President Barack Obama finalized the Clean Power Plan rules yesterday (Monday), which 
create emission standards for power plants and are expected to save consumers in Arizona and around the 
country money on their electric bills, according to two separate reports. Comments from Elizabeth Stanton, 
principal economist, Synapse Energy Economics; and President Barack Obama. 
 

Fate of “Heber Wild Horses” 
Looms 
 

Aug 
See attached 
FB 

2:00 Springerville, AZ – The U.S. Forest Service is expected to release two studies soon that could decide the fate 
of more than 200 free-roaming horses in the Apache-Sitgreave National Forest. Many ranchers who lease 
public land from the government say the horses interfere with their livestock, while advocates want the horses 
to remain free and fear they will be removed and sold to be slaughtered. Comments from horse advocate 
Michele Anderson and Pamela Baltimore, public affairs officer for the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest. 
Photo: "Heber Horses" in the Apache-Sitgreaves National Forest. 
 
 

ADOT to repave several sections of 
Interstate 10 between Tucson and Benson 
 

Aug 15 FB ADOT to repave several sections of Interstate 10 between Tucson and Benson 
Westbound I-10 bridge at Davidson Canyon east of Tucson to be replaced  
TUCSON – As part of a $15.2 million improvement project in southern Arizona, the Arizona Department of 
Transportation will replace approximately 17 miles of pavement along Interstate 10 to provide a smoother 
roadway between Tucson and Benson. In addition, ADOT will replace the westbound I-10 Davidson Canyon 
bridge, located approximately 15 miles east Tucson. Work will begin next week. 
Motorists can expect daily traffic restrictions along both directions of I-10 from Wednesday, Aug. 19, through 
Friday, Aug. 21, from 6 a.m. to 4 p.m. between mileposts 284-287 to allow crews to construct a paved median 
crossover near the Davidson Canyon bridge to connect the eastbound and westbound lanes of I-10. 



The first phase of the project will include the replacement of the Davidson Canyon westbound bridge, which 
was originally constructed in 1961 near milepost 285.   
Once the construction of the crossover is complete, the bridge will be demolished and replaced one half at a 
time. The bridge portion of the project is scheduled to be complete in spring 2016. 
During the bridge replacement work, westbound I-10 will be reduced to a single lane at all times and periodic 
overnight closures of westbound I-10 will be necessary during some phases of construction (eastbound traffic 
will not be affected). The occasional full closures of westbound I-10 will require a 67-mile detour, using State 
Route 90, State Route 82 and State Route 83 to return to westbound I-10. 
ADOT will provide information in advance of the full closures of westbound I-10. 
In addition to the bridge work, ADOT will repave three sections of I-10 between Tucson and Benson, 
beginning with a seven-mile stretch (mileposts 281-288) from the Kolb Road interchange to east of the SR 83 
junction. Paving operations are scheduled to begin in October and be completed by the end of the year. 
The next phase of the project will include resurfacing a five-mile segment of I-10 east of Marsh Station Road 
(mileposts 291-296). Work is expected to begin in December and be completed by the end of January 2016. 
The final segment of pavement replacement will be from west of the Mescal/J-Six Ranch Road traffic 
interchange to west of the SR 90 interchange in Cochise County from mileposts 296-301. Work on this 
section will begin next spring. 
All pavement and bridge replacement work is expected to be completed by June 2016.   
During all phases of construction, motorists are urged to allow extra travel time, slow down and be alert for 
construction crews within the work zone. 
For the most current information about highway closures and restrictions statewide, visit ADOT’s Traveler 
Information Site at az511.gov, follow us on Twitter (@ArizonaDOT) or call 5-1-1. 
 
 

Work to improve State Route 80 in historic 
Tombstone begins next week 
 

08/16/2015 FB Improvements to address pedestrian safety and appearance of Fremont Street 
 
The Arizona Department of Transportation will begin work next week on a project to improve the appearance 
of State Route 80 where it passes through the historic city of Tombstone and enhance safety for pedestrians. 
 
The $1 million project will include work to replace existing sidewalks on SR 80, known locally as Fremont 
Street, between Third and Sixth streets, narrow the width of the roadway from 68 feet to 44 feet and construct 
new curbs and landscaping. 
 
The narrower roadway will make it easier for pedestrians in the popular tourist town to cross the highway. 
 
The improvement project is scheduled to start on Wednesday, Aug. 19 with architectural work to stabilize a 
water-damaged section of adobe on historic Schieffelin Hall, which was built in 1881 at the corner of 
Freemont Street and Fourth Street. The massive two-story theater is among the largest standing Anglo 
American-built adobe structures in the Southwest. 
 
After the damaged adobe is replaced, a porch similar to one that originally was part of the hall will be 
constructed and sidewalks will be replaced. 
 
Sidewalks and curb ramps will be replaced within the project area that will meet requirements of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act. Also, street lighting will be added and some driveways will be removed or 
consolidated. 
 
Crews will remove the existing stairwells at Fremont and Seventh streets that used to lead to a pedestrian 
overpass that served the old Tombstone High School. 
 
Travel restrictions are expected to begin Thursday, Aug. 20 when work begins to narrow the roadway. During 
the work, one travel lane will remain open in each direction with a two-way turn lane in the middle. Traffic 
impacts are expected to be minimal, but pedestrian activity in the project area will be affected. 
 
The SR 80 – Fremont Street project is expected to be completed by mid-2016. 
 
ADOT advises drivers to proceed through the work zone with caution, slow down, and be alert for 
construction equipment and personnel.  



 
ADOT works to inform the public about planned highway restrictions, but there is a possibility that 
unscheduled closures or restrictions may occur. Weather can also affect a project schedule. To stay up-to-date 
with the latest highway conditions around the state, visit the ADOT Traveler Information Center at 
www.az511.gov or call 5-1-1. 
 

Joint Hometown News 
Service 
 

08/17/15 FB Army Pfc. Karina C. Avechuco has graduated from basic combat training at Fort Jackson, Columbia, 
S.C.  

During the nine weeks of training, the soldier studied the Army mission, history, tradition and core 
values, physical fitness, and received instruction and practice in basic combat skills, military 
weapons, chemical warfare and bayonet training, drill and ceremony, marching, rifle marksmanship, 
armed and unarmed combat, map reading, field tactics, military courtesy, military justice system, 
basic first aid, foot marches, and field training exercises.  

Avechuco is the daughter of Cecilia Pickell and niece of Martha Pickell, both of Douglas, Ariz. 

She is a 2013 graduate of Doughlas High School, Douglas, Ariz.  

 
CDC: Middle, High School Students Need 
More Sleep 
 

08/17/15 FB PHOENIX - Getting more sleep will likely help middle and high school students in Arizona and across the 
country do better in school, be healthier and make healthier choices, according to a study from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention. 
 
Epidemiologist Anne Wheaton with the CDC says only one in five students in Arizona gets the recommended 
amount of sleep, between eight-and-a-half and nine-and-a-half hours per night. She says sleep deprivation is 
linked to drinking alcohol, smoking tobacco and using drugs as well as poor academic performance. 
 
"If you haven't had enough sleep and you're sitting in the first period of school, you have a harder time paying 
attention and your memory doesn't work quite as well," she says. "If you don't get enough sleep." 
 
Wheaton says a major cause of the sleep problem is 79 percent of middle and high schools in Arizona start 
school before 8:30 a.m., which does not give students enough time to get the recommended amount of sleep. 
She says puberty delays sleep, which means teenagers need more time to get going in the morning because 
their bodies are keeping them up later at night. 
 
Wheaton points out the American Academy of Pediatrics issued a policy statement last year urging middle 
and high schools to modify start times to no earlier than 8:30 a.m. to aid students in getting sufficient sleep to 
improve their overall health. 
 
"Not getting enough sleep tends to affect your appetite so you eat more, you're more fatigued, so you're less 
likely to exercise," Wheaton says. "It can impact your blood sugar, so further down the road after years of not 
getting enough sleep, you're more likely to develop diabetes for instance." 
 
There are other factors involved, but Wheaton says some school districts are resistant to later start times 
because they say would it would increase costs for busing students. She says parents can also help their 
children practice good sleep habits by maintaining a consistent bedtime and rise time, including on weekends. 
 

    



Willcox Police Department See attached 30 Electronic cigarettes are gaining popularity with the children in our community. 
The variety of flavors and lack of odor can make the devices appeal to kids who are trying to avoid the 
common “smoke” smell associated with regular cigarettes. 
The nicotine liquid contained in an electronic cigarette is not only illegal for a minor to possess, but also 
dangerous and can be deadly if handled improperly. 
Please take time to learn more about the hazards of Electronic cigarettes, and discuss the dangers with your 
children. 
This message is brought to you by Willcox Police Department and KHIL Radio. 
 

Arizonans Overtime Rule 
 

See attached 
& FB 

1:30 PHOENIX - The state's top union official thinks Arizonans should offer their input on the U.S. Labor 
Department's proposed update to the "overtime rule" before the comment period ends in early September. 
 
The overtime rule, which raises the overtime pay threshold to people making slightly more than $50,000 a 
year, would help millions of working Americans, especially women and people of color, said Rebekah Friend, 
executive director of the Arizona AFL-CIO, which represents about 180,000 workers in the state. She said 
public comment is a vital part of the process, "so that the Department of Labor hears real stories about why 
this is important to do, and maybe some stories about how the regulation currently has hurt a worker." 
 
Comments can be made at regulations.gov. The current overtime salary threshold is $455 a week, or about 
$23,000 per year. The Labor Department says this means that in some cases, salaried managers who work 
long hours may be earning less per hour than the employees they supervise. 
 
According to opponents, the action will force businesses to cut hours and make more positions part-time to 
avoid paying more overtime. Friend said she hopes that doesn't happen, and she notes earning more money is 
always good for Arizona families and the economy. 
 
"That goes for food and shoes, and rent or mortgage payments, and health care," she said, "and so, it benefits 
children, because their parents have more disposable income in order to spend on the essentials." 
 
The Labor Department estimated that its new rule would extend overtime protections to nearly 5 million 
workers within the first year of implementation. The action resulted after President Obama directed the U.S. 
labor secretary last year to modernize and streamline the overtime regulations for executive, administrative 
and professional employees. 
 
The overtime rule is online at dol.gov. The Arizona AFL-CIO website is azaflcio.org. 
 

 


