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PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
 
 

PUBLIC AFFAIRS PROGRAMS 
October-December, WRAL-FM broadcast 13 hours of Public Affairs Programming on Sundays from 6-7 a.m. 
 

ON THE RECORD: produced by WRAL-TV is a 30-minute local interview program with TV-5 news anchor, David 
Crabtree, discussing issues of concern in the Triangle and State, Sundays, 6-6:30 a.m. 
 
NEWS & VIEWS: A 30-minute program, focusing on state policy issues that air Sundays, 6:30-a.m. 

 
NEWS & VIEWS WITH ROB SCHOFIELD  
55 seconds Mon-Thurs, 6 p.m. Newscast and 2 minutes, Fri., 6 pm Newscast 
 
PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENTS rotate throughout the broadcast day (24-hours) Recorded PSA’s are :15, :30 or 
:60 in length. 
 
AMBER ALERTS 
The NC Amber Alert System is a statewide system for the rapid dissemination of information about abducted children.  
MIX 101.5 broadcasts Amber Alerts received from the NC Center for Missing Persons. 
 
NC LOTTERY 
WRAL-FM airs one Problem Gambling PSA for every NC Lottery commercial scheduled on the station. 
 
NEWSBREAKS, Mon-Fri 
60-Sec, 6 a.m., 6:30 a.m., 7 a.m., 7:30 a.m., 8 a.m. & 8:30 a.m. 
60-Sec, 5 p.m. 
 
NEWSCAST 
6-6:30 p.m.  Simulcast of WRAL-TV News 
 
  



SPECIAL EVENTS 
 

 
October 10: WALK FOR HOPE 
WRAL-FM was the media partner for Walk for Hope, an annual fundraiser that supports the research and treatment of 
mental illnesses. All of the money raised by participants directly funds local mental health research at the UNC-Chapel 
Hill Department of Psychiatry. This year particularly called attention to the stigma and significance of these invisible 
illnesses.  Due to the pandemic, they affect as many as 1 in 3 American adults. 
 
 
December 15-16: RADIOTHON FOR DUKE CHILDREN’S 
WRAL-FM aired its 26th Annual Radiothon for Duke Children’s. The two-day event raised over $400,000 for programs 
benefitting patients at Duke Children’s.   



4th QUARTER ISSUES: 
Comments are extrapolated from questionnaires completed by local community leaders, including government, civic, 
church, and other organizations. Additionally, we monitor local news (TV, Radio & Newspaper, and well as internet) for 
comments/opinions of community leaders, in the effort to ascertain and prioritize community concerns. 
 
 
CORONA VIRUS 
Covid-19 has been the top concern since March. With colder weather and the Thanksgiving holiday, the U.S. saw record 
spikes in COVID cases. In December, two vaccines were approved, with immunizations rolling out initially to frontline 
workers and the elderly. One hurdle to overcome is public distrust in the vaccines. 
 
CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
A report from Duke University found that life without parole sentences have been on the rise in North Carolina even as 
violent crime and death sentences have been trending downward. 
 
Attorney General Josh Stein, co-chairman of a state task force aiming to increase racial equity in the criminal justice 
system, announced initial findings and recommendations. 
 
ECONOMY 
North Carolina’s economy is soaring from the worst of the pandemic fallout last spring. Unemployment has fallen from 
the worst months. However, gaps among demographic groups have widened. Many have left the workforce entirely. 

During the pandemic, charitable organizations are struggling to meet the needs of the public. More people are in need. 
These organizations depend on the media to relay their messages. 

 
EDUCATION 
 The combination of in-person and remote learning continued into the fall semester. Many schools eventually moved to 
all-remote instruction as COVID cases continued to rise. North Carolina education officials recently estimated that 
educators are unable to account for about 10,000 to 15,000 public school students this school year amid the COVID-19 
pandemic. The disparity in access to quality education based on income, geography, and race has been highlighted with 
remote learning. 
 
ELECTION 
The November election season brought matters of voter suppression, voter access, and election tampering to the 
forefront well beyond the election. 
 
ENVIRONMENT/PUBLIC SAFETY 
Water safety was back in the news as Pittsboro, Fuquay-Varina want to buy drinking water from Sanford, but that town's 
water may be contaminated with perfluorinated compounds (PFCs). 

Smithfield Foods and Dominion Energy plan to deploy 30 miles of underground pipeline in Sampson and Duplin counties, 
part of a controversial project to buy methane from area hog farms, then transport and sell the energy to major utilities. 

Tornado watches, flooding, and safety were back in the news cycle as heavy storms hit the area in October and 
December. 

 
HEALTHCARE/ HEALTH INSURANCE 
North Carolina is now one of the bottom ten states for health insurance coverage for children.  The state has failed to 
expand Medicaid for adults. North Carolinians showed interest in Affordable Care Act health care plans as 
unemployment numbers rose during the COVID-19 pandemic. The backdrop was The Trump administration’s move to 
have the Supreme Court to rule portions of the law unconstitutional. 
 
The medical community had expressed concern over Americans missing medical screenings and foregoing treatment 
during the pandemic. Another worry expressed was mental health and access to professional services. 



 
HUMAN RIGHTS/EQUALITY 
Systemic racism was a point of emphasis in protests across the country, including several in the Raleigh-Durham area. 
Law enforcement continued to face scrutiny due to the high-profile cases of Breona Taylor, George Floyd, Manuel Ellis, 
and other people of color who died by the hands of police officers.  
 
Both COVID-19 and racial unrest in the country also highlighted the importance of understanding those with cognitive, 
mental, and social disorders. Are police equipped to recognize social and mental disorders? 
 
MILITARY 
COVID-19 has had an impact on military recruiting, closing enlistment stations, and forcing thousands of recruiters to 
find potential soldiers online or even on their front steps. As enlistments slowed, worries grew that the armed services 
would have to rely more on current troops re-enlisting to meet total force requirements by the end of the fiscal year 
(September). 
 
POVERTY/HOMELESSNESS/FOOD INSECURITY 
The economic problems caused by the coronavirus pandemic increased the number of people seeking assistance this 
holiday season, according to local nonprofits. 
 
RELIGION/COMMUNITY 
Today’s society requires that religious services be available by digital means. The global pandemic made remote services 
more relevant as social distancing guidelines prevent churches from holding traditional services. 
 
  



4th QUARTER PROGRAMS: 
 
CORONA VIRUS 
News & Views for 10-4-20 
Guests: Gov. Roy Cooper and North Carolina Health and Human Services Secretary, Dr. Mandy Cohen 
Worldwide coronavirus deaths passed a somber milestone this week when the pandemic took its one millionth victim. In 
North Carolina, however, the news has been somewhat more encouraging. The state’s key metrics have been stable for 
much of September, and that progress prompted Governor Roy Cooper to announce this week that we’re moving to 
Phase Three – allowing bars, movie theaters, and outdoor sporting venues to reopen with new limitations. Health and 
Human Services Secretary Mandy Cohen says that even as the state allows more public gatherings, people cannot afford 
to get complacent when it comes to combating the virus. Cohen is urging North Carolinians to get a flu shot and 
download the SlowCOVID-NC app to help with contact tracing.  
 
News & Views for 10-11-20 
Guest: Governor Roy Cooper and HHS Sec. Mandy Cohen 
It’s been another extraordinary week in the world of policy and politics, starting with President Donald Trump being 
hospitalized for three days at Walter Reed Medical Center after testing positive for the coronavirus. Despite still being in 
an infectious state, Trump returned to the White House Monday, removed his mask for the cameras and immediately 
took to Twitter to downplay the severity of the COVID crisis. Trump’s cavalier attitude alarmed infectious disease 
experts as well as elected leaders, who have spent the past seven months encouraging the public to take steps to 
protect themselves. Governor Roy Cooper said Trump’s remarks clearly sent the wrong signal. 
 
News & Views for 10-25-20 
Guest: Elon University political scientist and poll director Jason Husser  
North Carolinians are now into the eighth month of coping with the coronavirus pandemic and, not surprisingly, have 
developed some strong opinions about the crisis, the policies state and federal leaders are implementing, the 
performance of those leaders themselves and what ought to happen next. To get a gauge on those views, we talked 
earlier this week with Jason Husser, the director of the Elon University poll. As Husser explained, North Carolinians 
generally understand the gravity of the situation, are skeptical of efforts to rapidly reopen schools and give low marks to 
President Donald Trump for what many see as his failed response to the crisis.     
 
News & Views for 11-22-20 
Guests: Gov. Roy Cooper and state Health and Human Services Secretary Dr. Mandy Cohen on the steps North 
Carolinians should be taking to help check the spread of the coronavirus over the Thanksgiving holiday 
  
News & Views for 11-22-20 
Guest: Former state health director Dr. Leah Devlin on the promise and challenges that will accompany the rollout of 
COVID-19 vaccines. Devlin is a co-chair of the state task force tapped with developing the plan for distributing millions of 
COVID vaccines as soon as they are available.  
 
News & Views for 11-29-2020 
Guests: State Health and Human Services Secretary Mandy Cohen and Greensboro Mayor Nancy Vaughan  
we turned the page from Thanksgiving to the Christmas shopping season this week...and with it, sadly, came a dire 
warning that COVID-19 is spreading more rapidly. Right now, fully one-fifth of North Carolina’s counties are considered 
hotspots in which community spread is “critical.”  In response, Governor Roy Cooper took steps this week to further 
strengthen the statewide mask mandate that was put in place back in June. Masks must now be worn indoors whenever 
someone who is not in the same household is present, and outdoors whenever physical distancing isn't possible. The 
tighter restrictions include requiring masks in private schools as well as in gyms, even when working out. In restaurants, 
guests are now required to wear face coverings at their table unless they are actively eating or drinking. With hospital 
beds across the state filling-up, State Health and Human Services Secretary Mandy Cohen said compliance with the new 
executive order is critically important. Greensboro Mayor Nancy Vaughan took the lead in enforcement this week saying 
her city would take steps to fine and even shutter businesses that fail to follow the new health and safety protocol.  
 



News & Views for 12-6-2020  
Guest: North Carolina Health News editor Rose Hoban  
The news was mixed on the COVID-19 front this week. The bad news, of course, is that the virus continues to spread at a 
record pace. And while things in North Carolina are not nearly as bad as in many other states whose governors have 
taken the crisis less seriously, new infections and hospitalizations still hit new highs. What’s more, with colder weather 
settling in and many people continuing to defy directives against holding large gatherings, things are expected to get 
much worse. The good news, however, is that there were some dramatic and extremely hopeful announcements on the 
vaccine front this week, including word that North Carolina could commence dispensing vaccinations as early as next 
month. Earlier this week, we got a chance to discuss these developments with veteran health care journalist Rose Hoban 
of North Carolina Health News.  
 
News & Views for 12-13-20 
Guest: Duke University vaccine researchers Thomas Denny and Dr. Gavin Yamey  
In a rare glimmer of hope in what has been a very dark year, the federal Food and Drug Administration released its first 
scientific evaluation of Pfizer’s COVID-19 vaccine this week. According to FDA scientists, the vaccine offers strong 
protection against the coronavirus – a finding that sets the stage for what is expected to be the largest vaccination effort 
in the nation’s history. Last week, researchers from Duke University addressed some of the challenges we face in getting 
the vaccine distributed globally, and how we might overcome the hesitancy that some people may harbor about 
receiving it. Thomas Denny, chief operating officer of the Duke Human Vaccine Institute, said it is a remarkable 
achievement to be where we are today.  
 
News & Views for 12-20-20 
Guests: Duke University public health experts (Gary Bennett, Dan Ariely, and Lavanya Vasudevan) 
With multiple COVID-19 vaccines on the way, public health officials now face the daunting task of convincing skeptics to 
get the shot. The percentage of Americans who say they will get the injections as soon as they become available has 
doubled in the last three months. But 21% of those in a new Axios/Ipsos poll said they won’t get the COVID-19 vaccine 
no matter how much time passes and a recent poll by Elon University found that only a little over 40-percent of North 
Carolinians are currently willing to get vaccinated.  Recently, three Duke University experts in public health-messaging, 
leadership, and human behavior (Gary Bennett, Dan Ariely, and Lavanya Vasudevan) shared their thoughts on how to 
combat vaccine hesitancy and misinformation. Nearly 86,000 doses of the Pfizer vaccine were divided among more than 
50 hospitals in North Carolina this week. Approval of the Moderna vaccine should help further accelerate the effort to 
protect exhausted frontline workers.   
 
News & Views Daily Commentaries: 11- 25-20 – A COVID reminder for Thanksgiving  
There’s been a lot of bad information circulating about the coronavirus pandemic of late, but the most ill-informed and 
dangerous assessment might just be the one uttered by a North Dakota man. When asked whether his family planned to 
go ahead with a big Thanksgiving gathering, he said ‘yes’ because some members had already had the virus and 
everyone else in the family was eventually going to get sick anyway. As public health experts have explained, this is just 
plain wrong for several important reasons. And topping the list is this: when we avoid spreading the virus, we’re not just 
doing it for ourselves and our loved ones. We’re doing it for all the people with whom we all might come into contact, as 
well as their friends and families.  Every time we stop the spread of the virus, we help save the life of a health care 
worker, an elderly neighbor with diabetes or a child battling cancer across town. The bottom line: in this extraordinarily 
difficult year, the best way to celebrate Thanksgiving is by doing so in a safe and socially distant manner. 
 
On the Record 12-5-20 
Approval, distribution for COVID-19 vaccines: Three COVID-19 vaccines are vying to be first to market but getting them 
to people safely and in large numbers presents logistic challenges. 
 
On the Record 12-19-20 
Masks in high school sports: A cardiologist and high school athletes discuss the plan to require masks during games to 
limit the spread of coronavirus. 
 
 



CRIMINAL JUSTICE 
News & Views for 10-18-20 
Guest: Center for Death Penalty Litigation communications director Kristin Collins 
There’s no doubt that the death penalty has been in sharp decline across the nation in recent years as more and more 
Americans have developed deep concerns about its cruelty, the likelihood that it will be applied unfairly and compelling 
evidence that we’ve executed innocent people. As a new and powerful project constructed by advocates at the Center 
for Death Penalty Litigation reminds us, however, there’s another damning truth about capital punishment in North 
Carolina: and that is its long and undeniable connection to racism and white supremacy. The project is entitled Racist 
Roots: Origins of North Carolina’s Death Penalty and it includes more than thirty essays, interviews, poems, and other 
works of art documenting this troubling history. Recently, I got a chance to chat with one of the advocates who helped 
construct the project, Center for Death Penalty Litigation communications director Kristin Collins.   
 
News & Views for 11-15-2020 
Guest:  Duke University Law School Professor Brandon Garrett  
A new report from researchers at Duke University raises some important questions about the way the sentence of life 
without parole is meted out in our criminal justice system. Among other things, the researchers found that life without 
parole sentences have been on the rise in North Carolina even as violent crime and death sentences have been trending 
downward. The researchers also highlight the deep concern correction officials have raised about the challenges and 
costs of managing an aging prison population in which many inmates lack any hope or incentive to engage in good 
behavior. But, if there’s a single most disturbing aspect to the report it’s the researchers’ unsettling discovery that 
counties with more Black victims of homicide have measurably fewer life without parole sentences than counties with 
more White victims of homicide. Recently, we got a chance to sit down with the person who headed up the study, Duke 
University Law professor Brandon Garrett. 
 
News & Views for 12-13-20 
Guest: Deputy Secretary of Juvenile Justice Billy Lassiter  
One of the rare pieces of major bipartisan legislation to pass the North Carolina General Assembly in recent years was 
the bill to raise the age at which juveniles who run afoul of the law in our state are considered adults from 16 to 18. It’s 
now been almost a year since the change took effect and earlier this week, we had a conversation with the state official 
charged with overseeing and implementing it -- Deputy Secretary of Juvenile Justice Billy Lassiter. And happily, as 
Lassiter told me, the early results from the change have been enormously encouraging. Not only has it kept thousands of 
troubled youth from entering the adult criminal justice system – a place from which few young people emerge 
unscathed – Lassiter’s agency has made real progress in limiting the number of kids who reoffend and has also done a 
commendable job of keeping the spread of COVID-19 in check.   
 
News & Views Daily Commentaries: 10-7-20 – Series exposes the dreadful history of North Carolina’s death penalty 
An important new online project unveiled this week offers a damning assessment of capital punishment in our state. The 
project, which is entitled “Racist Roots: Origins of North Carolina’s Death Penalty,” includes more than thirty essays, 
commentaries, interviews, poems, and other works of art.  Together, they chronicle the death penalty’s evolution and 
how it is – as veteran civil rights attorney Henderson Hill puts it – “inseparable from our history of slavery, Jim Crow, and 
mass incarceration.” Time and again throughout the last three centuries, the project reminds us, people of color in our 
state have been treated as disposable chattel by a society steeped in white supremacy. Indeed, one can trace an almost 
direct line from the horrors of slavery and its enforcement, through the unspeakable evil of lynchings perpetrated in the 
early part of the last century right down to the outrageous tactics employed by some white prosecutors in the 21st 
Century. In a year in which our country is confronting many aspects of its troubled past and present, “Racist Roots” is a 
“must read.” You can check it out at racistroots.org. 
 
News & Views Daily Commentaries: 11-13-20 – New report questions North Carolina’s overuse of “life without 
parole” sentence 
A new report from researchers at Duke University raises some important questions about the way the sentence of life 
without possibility of parole is meted out in our criminal justice system. To begin, researchers found that life without 
parole sentences have been on the rise in North Carolina even as violent crime and death sentences have been on a 
downward trend.  The researchers also highlight the deep concern correction officials have raised about the challenges 



and costs of managing an aging prison population in which many inmates lack any hope or incentive to engage in good 
behavior. But, if there’s a single most disturbing aspect to the report it’s the researchers’ unsettling discovery that 
counties with more Black victims of homicide have measurably fewer life without parole sentences than counties with 
more White victims of homicide.  In other words, it’s clear that, as with the imposition of death penalty, white lives 
matter more in our state’s criminal courts. The bottom line: This is simply wrong. State lawmakers should examine the 
study carefully and consider improvements to the state’s criminal sentencing structure right away. 
 
ECONOMY 
News & Views for 11-29-2020 
Guest: North Carolina Budget and Tax Center analyst Logan Rockefeller Harris 
While the economic news for the well-off remains upbeat in many respects, it’s anything but that for millions of people 
working in industries harmed by the COVID-19 recession – many of whom were already struggling to get by before 
things started going downhill. Indeed, as a new report from the North Carolina Budget & Tax Center explains, the 
pandemic has created an unprecedented economic crisis with widespread job and income losses that have magnified 
the already extreme racial, gender, and income inequities in our economy.  
 
News & Views for 12-20-20 
Guest: Rochelle Sparko of the Center for Responsible Lending 
The problem of spiraling student loan debt was a big challenge in the U.S. even before the onset of the coronavirus 
pandemic and, not surprisingly, the economic recession has made things dramatically worse. Here in North Carolina, a 
recent poll found that nearly half of student loan borrowers have experienced a decrease in their household income 
since the onset of COVID-19, with the most severe impact hitting borrowers who earn less than $50,000 per year. In 
November, consumer protection experts at the Center for Responsible Lending issued a report that lays out a plan for 
providing relief to struggling federal student loan borrowers – a group that accounts for 90% of outstanding student loan 
balances. Recently, in an effort to get a better handle on the scope and scale of this massive problem and possible 
avenues for relief, we caught up with the Center’s Director of Policy for North Carolina, attorney Rochelle Sparko. 
 
News & Views Daily Commentaries: 10-6-20 – New congressional relief proposal desperately needed 
There were some inklings of hope last week in the seemingly endless congressional battle over pandemic relief 
legislation when the U.S. House narrowly approved a new version. As the nonpartisan experts at the Center on Budget 
and Policy Priorities  reported, while the new package is about one-third smaller in cost than the earlier “Heroes” 
legislation, it contains the same core elements, which together form a strong response to the crisis: food, housing, and 
income assistance to tens of millions of struggling households (including another round of $1,200 checks for each 
taxpayer, and big improvements in unemployment insurance); as well as billions in state and local fiscal relief to avert 
budget cuts that would worsen hardship and further weaken the economy. Unfortunately, winning approval for the 
package from the Republican-controlled Senate and the Trump administration remains an uphill battle. Senate leader 
Mitch McConnell has accused Democrats of wanting to Quote “defund the police” simply because the measure doesn’t 
include $600 million in new spending on law enforcement. Happily, negotiations continue. Let’s hope both sides reach a 
responsible compromise as soon as possible. 
 
News & Views Daily Commentaries: 10-19-20 – Wisely, North Carolinians want to proceed cautiously with reopening  
There’s a myth that’s been circulating in some political circles of late that North Carolinians are clamoring to fully reopen 
the state. According to this claim, Gov. Cooper is causing widespread public anger by continuing to enforce COVID-19 
public health restrictions. As a recent Elon University poll makes clear, however, the vast majority of North Carolinians 
understand the dire risks that continue to be posed by COVID-19. Indeed, if anything, the numbers indicate that Cooper 
may be proceeding too quickly with reopening.  According to the poll, 77% of North Carolinians say it was a good 
decision for public schools to stick to online-only classes at the start of the school year. And going forward, 48% favor 
staying in online until there’s a vaccine or effective treatment as compared to 42% who want to open schools right 
away. What’s more, only 28% said the state has been proceeding too slowly with reopening businesses. The bottom line: 
North Carolinians grasp the ongoing deadly seriousness of the pandemic and support a strong public health response. 
Those calling for a rapid reopening remain a noisy minority. 
 
 



News & Views Daily Commentaries: 10-22-20 – It’s past time to tax the super-rich 
One probably shouldn’t be surprised, but it’s still stunning to learn just how much wealthier the super-rich have grown 
in recent months during a pandemic that has left millions of Americans struggling. Research shows that the combined 
wealth of U.S. billionaires has increased by 850 billion dollars, or more than 28 percent, just since March.  That a few 
hundred super-rich individuals are vacuuming up so much of the nation’s wealth would be an outrage at any time, but 
during a moment like the present it’s simply obscene. Happily, there is an obvious policy response. In keeping with laws 
enacted during the Truman and Eisenhower presidencies, the U.S.  should impose an emergency one-time wealth tax on 
the super-rich. A 60% tax levied on billionaire gains between March and the end of the year – as proposed by a trio of 
U.S. Senators -- would raise around $420 billion to help allay the costs of the pandemic and still leave the super-rich with 
more than $300 billion to pocket.  Surely that’s not too much to ask during one of the worst crises in American history. 
 
News & Views Daily Commentaries: 11-2-20 – Legislature’s pandemic relief plan leaves out families who need it most 
In a year in which analysts have repeatedly slammed failed federal policy responses to the coronavirus, it’s sadly 
appropriate to learn that they’ve reached similar conclusions about a pandemic relief effort here in North Carolina. The 
subject is a program that Republican legislative leaders enacted in September and dubbed “extra credit grants.” The 
scheme provides qualified households with children a direct payment of $335 to help with additional expenses brought 
on by the pandemic. Unfortunately, thanks to poor design, not all the money is being wisely distributed. First off, 
analysts calculate that at least a quarter will go to families making more than $100,000 per year. Even worse, the 
program leaves out more than 90% of the state’s 200,000 low-income households who were so poor that they didn’t 
need to file a tax return in 2019. Most such families knew nothing about the poorly advertised program or its arbitrary 
Oct. 15 application deadline. The result: Much like the Trump administration, state lawmakers have once again failed to 
help the families in our state who need it most.  
 
News & Views Daily Commentaries: 11-24-20 – Food Stamp stats show need for raising the minimum wage 
When the United States first enacted a federal minimum wage law more than 80 years ago, the idea was simple: to 
assure that full-time workers could support themselves and their families. Today, that idea has become laughably 
obsolete. We saw proof of this tragic reality last week in a new report from the Government Accountability Office, which 
showed that millions of adults in the United States work full-time for wages so low that they qualify for Food Stamps. 
What’s more, a large share of these workers are employed by giant and profitable corporations. In North Carolina, 
almost 3% of all the Food Stamp recipients in the state work for Walmart. Another nearly 2% work for Food Lion and yet 
another 1.4% work for McDonald’s. Now consider this: Over the most recent 12-month period, Walmart made almost 
$20 billion in profits – profits that were hugely subsidized by U.S. taxpayers who pay billions to keep Walmart workers 
and their families from going hungry.  The bottom line: If ever a report demonstrated the desperate need to significantly 
raise the minimum wage, this is the one. 
 
News & Views Daily Commentaries: 11-26-20 – NC families can still claim $335 extra credit grants 
When North Carolina enacted the so-called “Extra Credit Grants” program earlier this year to provide $335 in pandemic 
relief to all families with kids, there were some important and legitimate criticisms. Topping the list was the fact that the 
program provides cash to wealthy families who are doing just fine even as it makes it extremely hard for poor families to 
collect what they’re owed.  For better or worse, however, the program went into effect and now, in a positive 
development, advocates have succeeded in getting more time for low-income people to apply. If your family or one you 
know of had a very low income in 2019 and did not get the opportunity to apply for an Extra Credit Grant before Oct. 15, 
the deadline has now been extended to Monday December 7. Eligible applicants will have not filed a state income tax 
return in 2019 because their income was so low, have at least one qualifying child aged 16 or younger and have been a 
North Carolina resident for all of 2019. To learn more and apply, visit 335forNC.com – that’s 3-3-5-F-O-R-N-C.com. 
 
News & Views for 12-6-2020 
Guest: Rochelle Sparko of the Center for Responsible Lending 
The problem of spiraling student loan debt was a big challenge in the U.S. even before the onset of the coronavirus 
pandemic and, not surprisingly, the economic recession has made things dramatically worse. Here in North Carolina, a 
recent poll found that nearly half of student loan borrowers have experienced a decrease in their household income 
since the onset of COVID-19, with the most severe impact hitting borrowers who earn less than $50,000 per year. In 
November, consumer protection experts at the Center for Responsible Lending issued a report that lays out a plan for 



providing relief to struggling federal student loan borrowers – a group that accounts for 90% of outstanding student loan 
balances. Recently, in an effort to get a better handle on the scope and scale of this massive problem and possible 
avenues for relief, we caught up with the Center’s Director of Policy for North Carolina, attorney Rochelle Sparko.    
 
PSA Recorded: NC Department of Revenue- Child Credit 10/1-10/15 
Most North Carolinians with a dependent child are eligible for a three hundred thirty-five-dollar Corona virus relief 
payment. If you file a state tax return reporting a qualifying child, you'll get the payment automatically. If you didn't file, 
you may qualify if you act before October 15. Go to NC DOJ dot gov for details. That's NC DOJ dot gov. Sponsored by the 
North Carolina Department of Revenue. 
 
PSA Recorded: NCSU Department of Agriculture – Grow Op 11/14-12/30 
Did you know 80% of North Carolina's harvest is made into food products in other states? That's why food scientists at NC 
State are partnering with industry and government to turn local crops into North Carolina products - Creating new 
opportunities for our farmers and businesses and adding jobs in rural communities. At NC State, what we think and do grows 
our economy from seed to supermarket. Discover how we're growing new food opportunities. Visit WE GROW NC DOT 
NCSU.EDU 
 
NCSU Department of Agriculture – Grow Eco 11/15-12/30 
In rural North Carolina, a vibrant main street depends on a thriving agricultural economy. Research at NC State improves the 
products are farmers raise and grow. NC State extension brings that research from labs to fields in all 100 counties, which 
means growth for rural North Carolina. At NC State, what we think and do helps grow local economies. Discover how NC State 
and extension work for you.  Visit WE GROW NC DOT NCSU.EDU 
 
EDUCATION 
News & Views for 10-25-20 
Guest: Education advocate Kellie Easton, director of Action 4 Equity 
The fight to adequately fund North Carolina public schools and to tear down the walls of racism that have so long 
divided our children and relegated so many kids of color to a second-class education continues to develop momentum. 
Not only has a state court judge breathed important new life into the landmark Leandro court case that established a 
constitutional right for North Carolina children to a sound basic education, but a developing network of local grassroots 
organization has begun to speak out as well. Earlier this week we got a chance to chat with the leader of one of those 
groups – the executive director of the Winston-Salem-based group Action 4 Equity, Kellie Easton. And as Easton told us, 
her group is thinking big.  
 
News & Views for 12-6-2020  
Guests: A trio of national leaders, including former UNC president Margaret Spellings, on some of the changes the 
incoming Biden administration will bring to American education  
With the Biden administration set to take the helm of the federal government in just over six weeks, educators and 
policymakers are pondering the changes that could lie ahead for the nation’s public schools. Recently, the Hunt Institute 
at NC State – which is named for former Governor Jim Hunt – hosted a special discussion on this topic with former U.S. 
Secretaries of Education Margaret Spellings and Arne Duncan, New York City Department of Education Chancellor 
Richard Carranza, and Miami-Dade County Public Schools Superintendent Alberto Carvalho. The four discuss their hopes 
that education can bridge the partisan divide between Republicans and Democrats in Washington and the challenges 
facing the incoming Biden administration.  
 
News & Views for 12-13-20 
Guest: North Carolina’s newly elected Superintendent of Public Instruction Catherine Truitt  
The leadership of North Carolina’s public education system will undergo a major overhaul in 2021 when a newly elected 
state schools superintendent, Catherine Truitt, takes office in January. While Truitt is a Republican like her predecessor, 
Mark Johnson, she seems determined to bring a much less confrontational approach to the job – especially when it 
comes to collaborating with the state Board of Education. Truitt also expressed an encouraging desire to work closely 
with Gov. Cooper and to be guided by science when it comes to coping with the challenges posed by the pandemic, to 



meeting the state’s constitutional obligations under the Leandro court ruling and to diversifying the state’s teacher 
workforce. Also discussed: education funding and wrap-around service.  
 
News & Views Daily Commentaries: 11-16-20 – A worrisome cautionary tale for public education 
When North Carolina launched its experiment with charter schools, proponents of the idea promised that charters 
would serve as laboratories – incubators of innovation was the term they pitched – that would ultimately benefit 
traditional public schools. Today, however, more than 20 years and 200 charter schools later, it’s become clear that this 
promise was a bogus one.  As NC Policy Watch reporter Greg Childress detailed in a story last week about developments 
in Granville County, charters aren’t helping our traditional public schools; in many places they’re helping to defund and 
destroy them. Thanks to defections to charters and low funding from state and county officials – a problem that charters 
have only made worse – Granville’s school system has lost 20% of its enrollment and been forced to close two once-
well-populated schools. Things are so bad that one former school board member describes the system as being in a 
death spiral. This is simply an unacceptable situation and a trend that state leaders must halt and reverse. Charter 
schools may have a place in public education, but it should be as a supplement – not a replacement. 
 
PSA RECORDED: NCSU Department of Agriculture – GROW ACC 10/1-12/31 
Getting into college is more competitive than ever. Especially for rural students. That’s why we’re opening New Paths to 
NC State. With options like spring admission and transfer programs. what we think and do helps rural students get into 
NC State and graduate to fill North Carolina jobs. Discover how we’re growing paths to NC State. Visit WE GROW NC DOT 
NCSU.EDU 
 
ELECTION 
News & Views for 10-4-20 
Guest: NC State University political science professor Steven Greene 
We’re heading into the homestretch of the 2020 election and, as expected, North Carolina is at the center of a hotly 
contested battle for the presidency. While polls indicate that President Trump is all but certain to lose the national 
popular vote once again, there remains a chance that he could still prevail in the electoral college if he wins in a handful 
of toss-up states like ours. Earlier this week, we got a chance to discuss this extraordinary situation and some of the 
factors that could ultimately drive the outcome with NC State University political science professor Steven Greene. As 
Greene told me, the vast majority of Americans have had their minds made up about Trump for a long time, so the 
election is likely to hinge on turnout, a very small number of undecided voters and perhaps even some issues that have 
yet to emerge 
 
News & Views for 10-11-20 
Guest: Political scientist and pollster David McLennan  
The 2020 election is now well underway in North Carolina with hundreds of thousands mail-in ballots having already 
been returned by voters and, as has long been predicted, many top races look to be headed right down to the wire. 
Earlier this week, we got a chance to hear what voters appear to be thinking about some of those races as well as their 
views on the direction of the country and about their confidence in the voting process itself during a health pandemic 
with veteran Meredith College political science professor and pollster, David McLennan. 
 
 
News & Views for 10-18-20 
Guest: Veteran North Carolina election law expert and Wake County Board of elections member Gerry Cohen 
The climax of the contentious 2020 election is just over two weeks away, and as we draw closer and closer to November 
3, each day seems to bring a new controversy to light about when, where, and how Americans are casting their ballots. 
Happily, however, there are growing signs that election officials are making progress in addressing various controversies 
and that all ballots will be safely and accurately counted. This seems to be especially true in North Carolina. Earlier this 
week, we got the chance to learn more about some of this hopeful news and to review some extremely helpful 
information for voters who have yet to cast their ballots with veteran North Carolina election law expert and Wake 
County Board of elections member Gerry Cohen. 
 
 



News & Views for 10-25-20 
Guest: Western Carolina University political science professor Chris Cooper 
There’s just over a week to go now in the extraordinary 2020 election season and, as we’ve been saying for several 
months now, it seems likely that significant change is in the wind. Not only are we witnessing hotly-contested races up 
and down the crowded North Carolina ballot that had long been conceded to one party or another, it seems there’s 
reason to believe that we’re entering a new era in which Democrats and Republicans will be in close competition across 
the South. Earlier this week, we got a chance to discuss this trend, North Carolina’s status as one of the most important 
battlegrounds in the presidential contest, and several other aspects of this year’s election with Western Carolina 
University political science professor Chris Cooper. As Professor Cooper, who’s widely recognized as an expert in 
Southern politics, puts it – North Carolina is the “swingiest of the swing states.”  
 
News & Views for 11-8-2020 
Guest: Meredith College political scientist and pollster David McLennan 
Well, it seemed like it would never get here, but the 2020 election finally took place this past week and as seems entirely 
appropriate in this tumultuous year, the aftermath has been anything but quiet. While actual voting and vote counting 
went more smoothly than many had feared, the results were extremely close and, in many instances, not what experts 
had predicted. Earlier his week, we got a chance to try and decipher what happened, what it all means for North 
Carolina and why so many professional observers were off in their predictions with veteran Meredith College political 
scientist and pollster David McLennan. As McLennan noted, one factor that many prognosticators failed to anticipate 
was the enthusiasm that Republicans were able to generate with last minute rallies that often endangered public health.     
 
News & Views for 11-8-2020 
Guest: A trio of Duke University scholars (Mac McCorkle, Guy-Uriel Charles, and Judith Kelley) 
In a virtual press event this week, three experts from the Sanford School of Public Policy at Duke University, shared their 
thoughts about the 2020 election process – what worked, what didn’t and where we go from here.  
 
News & Views for 11-15-2020 
Guest: Newly elected North Carolina Congresswoman Deborah Ross  
Almost two weeks after Election Day, North Carolinians are still sifting through the results of a number of some closely 
contested contests. Up and down the ballot, Democratic and Republican candidates were often separated by the 
narrowest of margins. One race, however, that was never much in doubt was in the newly-created and Democratic-
leaning Second Congressional District, where former State Representative Deborah Ross of Raleigh was elected 
convincingly to her first term in Congress. Earlier this week, we got a chance to catch up with Ross and hear about what 
it’s like to be heading to Washington as one of the few women to ever represent North Carolina in Congress and to get 
her takes on the controversy surrounding President Trump’s refusal to concede the presidential election and what the 
top policy issues will be for the new Congress when it officially convenes in January. 
 
News & Views for 11-15-2020 
Guests: University of NC constitutional law experts (Professors Michael Gerhardt, Andy Hessick, and Sarah Treul) 
The President-elect wasted no time this week establishing a White House transition by announcing the members of a 
COVID-19 task force, a top priority for his incoming administration in working with state and local health officials. Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell and other Republicans, however, chose to back President Trump’s refusal to concede 
the race, and instead said the President was within his rights to challenge the outcome. This week, a panel of faculty 
members from the UNC School of Law and UNC’s Department of Political Science offered their thoughts on what this 
unprecedented situation means for our democracy.  Professor Michael Gerhardt - a constitutional law scholar - believes 
that while Trump can openly dispute the election results, it will do little to change the outcome. Law Professor Andy 
Hessick believes that, based on the unprecedented turnout of the 2020 elections, errors will be found, but that is 
different than fraud. Sarah Treul, an assistant professor of political science at UNC, says what concerns her most is 
Trump’s decision this past Monday to fire Defense Secretary Mark Esper, who opposed the use of troops in U.S. cities 
last summer to counter protesters. While some called the move spiteful, Truel believes other countries are also 
watching the post-election house-cleaning. And while President-elect Biden’s experience will certainly serve him well as 
he begins to build out his administration, Gerhardt warns there remains a tremendous opportunity for Trump to engage 
in destructive mischief in the final weeks of his term. 



 
News & Views Daily Commentaries: 10-12-20 – Voters care more about issues than personal foibles of candidates 
If the election of Donald Trump in 2016 proved anything, it’s that most American voters care a lot more about issues and 
the positions candidates espouse than their private lives. For conservative voters, Trump’s positions on abortion, gay 
rights and separation of church and state were vastly more important than his personal past as a playboy casino owner 
who made hush money payments to a porn star. This phenomenon of voters pragmatically focusing on the issues is on 
display again this year in the North Carolina U.S. Senate race. Despite   recent revelations that challenger Cal 
Cunningham had an extramarital romance and that the first of incumbent Thom Tillis’s three marriages included 
allegations that he had subjected his first wife to “cruel and inhuman treatment,” voters seem largely unmoved. While 
voters of all parties might prefer squeaky clean candidates, the giant stakes in the 2020 election have made Americans 
into an extremely practical and hardheaded group. Much as they might wish it were otherwise, they understand that 
choices in politics can be crystal clear, even when they must be made between decidedly imperfect options. 
 
News & Views Daily Commentaries: 10-15-20 – In-person early voting starts today 
Today marks another important milestone in this one-of-a-kind election year in North Carolina with the start of in-
person early voting. Voters can cast their ballots anytime between now and Saturday October 31.  What’s more, if 
you’ve yet to register to vote, you can still register and vote all at-once at any early voting site. To make matters even 
more voter-friendly, local election officials have done a great job of protecting everyone’s health by moving early voting 
sites from many of the smaller, more crowded venues used in the past to gymnasiums, ballrooms, cafeterias, and other 
spacious locales that will allow for ample social distancing. In addition, all polling places will have plenty of personal 
protective equipment on hand to help voters and poll workers stay safe. Of course, early voting isn’t the only way to cast 
your ballot. Voters can also obtain an absentee ballot and then return it by mail or in-person and, of course, all can vote 
in their local precinct on Election Day November 3. The bottom line: Whatever your preferred method, now is the time 
for all of us to do our civic duty. 
 
News & Views Daily Commentaries: 10-29-20 – Whatever happens next week, NC still need to end gerrymandering 
There’s a lot of uncertainty as to what will happen in next week’s election – especially in the North Carolina General 
Assembly where it’s a 50-50 proposition as to whether Democrats will end the decade-long dominance that Republicans 
have held. Here, however, is one thing that ought to be priority #1 no matter which party comes out on top: redistricting 
reform. Simply put: gerrymandering must be brought to an end once and for all through the establishment of an 
independent and nonpartisan redistricting commission. For while the courts have ordered some upgrades to the state’s 
political maps that have made some elections less-rigged this year, the hard truth is that North Carolina still remains 
badly gerrymandered to favor Republican majorities. Even, for instance, if Democratic candidates win most of the votes 
in legislative races, it’s still quite likely that Republicans will win more seats. And this needs to change. House Democratic 
leader Darren Jackson pledged recently that his party will pursue redistricting reform right away in 2021 if it wins a 
majority next week and Republican leaders ought to have the integrity to join him in the pledge. 
For NC Policy Watch, I’m Rob Schofield. 
 
News & Views Daily Commentaries: 10-30-20 – Early voting ends tomorrow 
North Carolina’s early voting and same-day registration period ends tomorrow and thus far, it’s been an enormous 
success. Spurred on by people’s desire to stay safer during the pandemic and a hotly contested national election widely 
viewed as the most important in decades, North Carolinians have been turning out in record numbers. 
And happily, there’s still time to participate and do your civic duty. Even if you haven’t ever registered to vote, you can 
still do so through tomorrow at any of the conveniently located early voting sites in your county. If you plan to register 
to vote, remember to bring some I.D. If you’re already registered, you won’t need it. And, of course, if you are 
registered, traditional polling places will be open on Tuesday in local precincts across the state. The bottom line: Thus 
far, thanks to the hard work and foresight of election officials and good government groups, the electoral process has 
been working smoothly in our state and there’s every reason to expect this will continue through next week. 
All North Carolinians should feel sense of pride in this success. 
 
News & Views Daily Commentaries: 11-6-20 – Smooth election process validates reforms, shows need for more 
If there was a victory for Americans of all political leanings to celebrate in this week’s election it was the impressively 
smooth way in which the process ran. As multiple election officials and good government advocates have noted, despite 



record turnout, there were fewer problems and disruptions than usual and more reason to have confidence in the 
outcomes than in many past years. It appears the coronavirus pandemic actually helped things by driving vast numbers 
of Americans to vote early or by mail. This, in turn, relieved pressure on election officials and allowed more time for 
counting votes in a lot of states. This news should serve as an important lesson to members of Congress and state 
legislatures going forward that the reforms enacted in recent years should remain in place. Simply put, all elections 
going forward should allow ample time for early voting and voting by mail, as well as other reforms like a right to cure 
ballot errors, automatic voter registration and a directive to officials to count mailed ballots early. Let’s hope all 
Americans learn from this experience. 
 
News & Views Daily Commentaries: 11-17-20 – Gerrymandering continues to plague NC legislative districts 
There were a lot of important lessons to be drawn from the recent elections in North Carolina, but here’s an especially 
troubling one that demands urgent attention: gerrymandering remains a huge problem. As a recent editorial on 
WRAL.com reported, in races for the state House of Representatives, Democrats captured 53% of the votes – while they 
won only 52 of the body’s 120 seats – about 43%. In the state Senate, Democrats won just 44% of the 50 Senate seats 
even though they captured 48% of the vote. And in the large majority of races in both houses, the districts were drawn 
in such a way as to be totally uncompetitive. Most candidates won in landslides in a state that’s divided almost 50-50 
between Republicans and Democrats. In short, despite a few court-ordered improvements in recent years, most North 
Carolina legislative (and congressional) districts remain rigged so that candidates choose their voters instead of the 
other way around.  And until this situation is remedied through the establishment of a genuine nonpartisan redistricting 
commission, our government will remain broken in a very fundamental way. 
 
On the Record 10-3-20  
Candidates for 2nd Congressional District: Candidates seeking to fill the redrawn 2nd Congressional District in Wake 
County, Democrat Deborah Ross, and Republican Alan Swain, square off. 
 
On the Record 10-16-20 
Legislative races across North Carolina: Election day is Nov. 3, and early voting has begun. Legislative races in North 
Carolina are on the ballot, in addition to the presidential, governor and senate races. Host David Crabtree speaks with 
David McClennan, a professor of political science at Meredith College in Raleigh, and Gary Peace, an author, political 
commentator, former reporter, and campaign manager for Governor Jim Hunt. 
 
PSA Recorded: NC State Board of Elections – Your Voice Counts 10/1-11/3 
In North Carolina, you can trust that your vote counts. Every step of the voting process is overseen by bipartisan election 
officials. They are members of your community, your friends, and your neighbors. Voting equipment is tested before 
every election and audits are conducted after the election to verify results. In 2020, there will be a paper backup of 
every vote cast. Your voice is our priority. Your vote counts. For reliable voting information. Visit NCSBE dot gov. 
Sponsored by the North Carolina State Board of Elections. 
 
PSA Recorded: NC State Board of Elections - Vote in Person 10/1-11/3 
When you go to the polls this fall, here are a few tips. Treat all voters with courtesy regardless of political affiliation. 
Support your candidate. But campaigning may only occur in designated areas. Follow the rules. Only voters, election 
officials, and appointed observers are allowed inside the polls…And be kind. Intimidating or harassing any voter is a 
crime. Voting can be a positive experience for everyone. For reliable voting information, visit NCSBE dot gov. Sponsored 
by the North Carolina State Board of Elections. 
 
ENVIRONMENT/PUBLIC SAFETY 
News & Views Daily Commentaries: 10-2-20 - Chatham County poultry facility poses environmental threat 
A proposal to build a large poultry farm in Chatham County appears to provide the latest example of how political 
insiders can take advantage of their connections and slack government regulations to make big money at the expense of 
the common good. As Lisa Sorg of NC Policy Watch reported earlier this week, the land on which the proposed facility 
would be built is owned by a powerful state senator and the loan to build it will come from an opaque U.S. Department 
of Agriculture program designed to help farmers who can’t borrow from conventional banks. Now add to this that the 
facility could raise nearly 750,000 chickens producing well over two million pounds of manure per year, that it’s adjacent 



to a tributary waterway in the Upper Cape Fear River Basin and that the USDA’s environmental review of the project was 
so lame and inadequate that it had the wrong address for the proposed facility, and the situation starts to emit a 
troubling odor. Let’s hope a lawsuit filed by environmental advocates leads to a new and much closer review of the 
entire project 
 
HEALTHCARE/ HEALTH INSURANCE 
News & Views for 10-18-20 
Guest: NC Child Executive Director Michelle Hughes 
A new report from researchers at the Georgetown University Center for Children and Families has some troubling news 
about the well-being of kids in our state. It found that an estimated 142,000 North Carolina children were uninsured last 
year, a number that had increased about 23% since 2016. And that was before the onset of the current recession. North 
Carolina is now one of the bottom ten states in terms of covering children.  So, what’s behind this worrisome 
development? Earlier this week we got a chance to explore this question, why the issue is so important, and some of the 
other strains that the pandemic is placing on children and their families with the executive director of the advocacy 
group NC Child, Michelle Hughes.   
 
News & Views Daily Commentaries: 10-1-20 - Digital vigil to highlight cause of Medicaid expansion   
Concerned North Carolinians will get another chance to speak up for the cause of Medicaid expansion tonight when 
thousands of Americans from throughout the south gather online for a digital vigil.  The vigil, which will feature 
prominent speakers like Stacy Abrams and Rev. William Barber, will call attention one more time to the enormous 
injustice that opponents of expansion are inflicting on people stuck in the health coverage gap – especially during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. For these Americans – most of them in working families and more than half a million of them in 
North Carolina – health care is literally an impossible luxury and something only accessible at a hospital emergency 
room. Those with chronic conditions like cancer or diabetes are quite literally out of luck and that’s in part why the 
failure to expand Medicaid causes thousands of premature deaths each year. Happily, the movement to end this 
injustice continues to grow. If you’d like to learn more, go online and join the vigil tonight at 7:00 pm. Just type 
Southerners for Medicaid Expansion into your web browser or go to ncjustice.org to learn more.   
 
News & Views Daily Commentaries: 10-16-2020 – Number of uninsured kids continues to rise 
A few years ago, North Carolina Democrats and Republicans agreed on policy changes designed to assure access to 
health insurance for all children in the state – even those of very low income. And for a time, the state made real 
headway in meeting that goal. Unfortunately, that progress has stalled. The latest numbers show that 142,000 North 
Carolina children were uninsured last year – a 23% increase since 2016. And, of course, that was before the economic 
devastation of the COVID-19 recession. The reasons for this backsliding are not hard for researchers to spot.  First is the 
state’s failure to expand Medicaid for adults. Sadly, when parents lack access to healthcare, research shows they’re also 
less likely to obtain it for their children. Second is the Trump administration’s war on immigrants – a phenomenon that 
has discouraged immigrant families from coming forward to obtain any public benefits – even the ones to which their 
children are legally entitled. The bottom line is that we must do better. If there’s a surefire way to undermine our state’s 
long-term well-being, failure to protect the health of our children is it. 
 
News & Views Daily Commentaries: 10-27-20 – The enormous damage to expect if the Supreme Court strikes down 
the Affordable Care Act  
It’s hard to believe after so many years in which it has saved thousands of lives and billions of dollars, but Republican 
politicians and conservative ideologues persist in their effort to have the Affordable Care Act declared unconstitutional.  
On Nov. 10, the Trump administration, and a group of 18 states will make such an argument to the Supreme Court and a 
ruling is likely sometime in 2021. If the Court does strike down the law, there will be a human disaster of enormous 
proportions. Medicaid expansion — which covers more than 12 million low-income adults across the country — would 
end along with numerous other protections like the ban on denying coverage to people with preexisting conditions. That 
would take health coverage away from millions, reduce access to care, increase premature deaths, and increase medical 
debt. In North Carolina, such a ruling would foreclose the possibility of expanding Medicaid to cover 500,000-plus 
currently uninsured individuals — a move likely to win swift approval if Democrats win control of the legislature on Nov. 
third. The bottom line: All caring and thinking Americans should be gravely concerned.  
 



News & Views Daily Commentaries: 11-20-2020 – Action needed now to address crisis in maternal deaths 
One of the most important societal advances of recent centuries has been the dramatic decline in the number of women 
who die during or just after childbirth. Unfortunately, however, the problem is far from being solved – especially for 
American women of color. As several experts testified at a U.S. Commission on Civil Rights hearing last week, the United 
States has the worst maternal death rate of any industrialized nation.  
About 700 American women die each year from pregnancy or pregnancy complications and death rates are much higher 
for Black women, Native American women than for white women. Fortunately, while there are no magic solutions for a 
problem rooted in racism and hundreds of years in the making, last week’s hearing highlighted several important steps 
that should be taken – including expanding postpartum coverage for women enrolled in Medicaid to a full year. Right 
now, they’re cut off after two months.  The bottom line: Too many moms are dying in our state and nation merely 
because of their race and their poverty. Attacking this crisis should be a top priority for elected leaders in 2021. 
 
PSA: Type 2 Diabetes 10/1-12/31 
One in three adults has prediabetes. One in three. That means it could be you, your football buddy, your futbol buddy, 
or you your best man, your worst man, you, your dog walker, your cat jogger… While one in three adults has prediabetes 
with early diagnosis, prediabetes can be reversed. Take the risk test at Do I Have Prediabetes Dot Org.  Brought to you 
by the Ad Council and its prediabetes awareness partners. 
 
PSA: Walk for Hope 10/1-10/10 
One in five adults live with a mental illness and even in a pandemic, you can help us make an impact. On Sunday, 
October 11, join us for the annual Walk for Hope. Instead of walking together, we're having a drive thru event at the 
Angus Barn. One hundred percent of the funds raised will support critical mental illness research right here in the 
triangle. Come drive through the Angus Barn, grab a hot lunch, T-shirts, prizes and more, all from the safety of your car. 
Visit walk for hope dot com and come join us. 
 
HUMAN RIGHTS/EQUALITY 
News & Views for 10-11-20 
Guest: Disability rights attorneys Holly Stiles and Rosie Bichell 
North Carolinians are all too familiar with politically and racially motivated voter suppression efforts, but many are 
unaware of the barriers that voters with disabilities continue to face in exercising their right to vote. Recently, in an 
important victory, lawyers at the North Carolina nonprofit Disability Rights NC and the national law firm Disability Rights 
Advocates, secured an order from a federal judge directing the State Board of Elections to ensure that voters with visual 
impairments have equal access to the Absentee Voting Program this fall. In the days after the order was issued, we got a 
chance to chat with two of the lawyers who made it happen, Holly Stiles and Rosie Bichell.  
 
News & Views for 11-29-2020 
Guest:   ACLU of North Carolina executive director Chantal  
The debate over civil rights and civil liberties has always been a contentious one in our country, and it’s clear that the 
events of 2020 have ratcheted things up to a new level. From the protests against racism in law enforcement that 
followed in the wake of the police killing of George Floyd to the battle over the future of the Supreme Court to the hotly 
contested 2020 election, Americans have been arguing over raft of fundamental constitutional issues all year. 
 
Recently, in hopes of getting a better handle on the state of some of these debates and what’s at stake, we got a chance 
to have a conversation with the new executive director of the American Civil Liberties Union of North Carolina, Chantal 
Stevens. And as Stevens made clear, the stakes in these debates are very high. Issues discussed: voting rights, police 
enforcement, race relations, LGBTQ rights, and reproductive freedoms.  
 
News & Views for 12-20-20 
Guests: Wake County educators Carla Tuttle and Tamara Barrett  
2020 has been a dreadful year, but two friends who also happen to be Wake County high school teachers are doing 
something to change that. Tamara Barrett is Black and Carla Tuttle is white and together they’ve launched an effort to 
tackle the plagues of racial injustice and inequality. They call it “Change the head, change the heart.” The project was 
inspired in part by Barrett’s fears for the well-being of her children in a state and nation in which Black people – 



especially young Black men and boys – continue to die as a result of law enforcement misconduct. That, together with 
Tuttle’s mid-life recognition that, despite her best intentions, she – like most white Americans – continued to act and 
speak in ways that were insensitive and oblivious when it came to race, helped lead the friends to take action.  Recently, 
we got a chance to chat with Barrett and Tuttle about their inspiring project. 
 
News & Views for 12-6-2020 
Guests: Wake County educators Carla Tuttle and Tamara Barrett  
2020 has been a dreadful year, but two friends who also happen to be Wake County high school teachers are doing 
something to change that. Tamara Barrett is Black and Carla Tuttle is white and together they’ve launched an effort to 
tackle the plagues of racial injustice and inequality. They call it “Change the head, change the heart.” The project was 
inspired in part by Barrett’s fears for the well-being of her children in a state and nation in which Black people – 
especially young Black men and boys – continue to die as a result of law enforcement misconduct. That, together with 
Tuttle’s mid-life recognition that, despite her best intentions, she – like most white Americans – continued to act and 
speak in ways that were insensitive and oblivious when it came to race, helped lead the friends to take action.  Recently, 
we got a chance to chat with Barrett and Tuttle about their inspiring project. 
 
PSA: Autism Speaks – Move Together 10/1-10/24 
When it comes to autism, finding the right words can be tough. Finding community in these challenging times doesn't 
have to be. Join us. Even virtually to move together towards a kinder world for the millions of people on the autism 
spectrum. Find out how an Autism Speaks Dot Org Slash Together.  
 
MILITARY 
PSA Recorded: Army National Guard – Live Here 10/1-10/30 
My part-time service in the Army National Guard makes it possible for me to be more for the community I call home. I'm a 
better neighbor because my service has taught me how important it is to be a team player. My training helps me in my classes 
when I give attention to detail to the task at hand. My service also allows me to be there for my community in ways others 
can’t. I help my hometown recover after nature strikes. My service in the Army National Guard allows me to keep my country 
and those I care about safe from threats. I also work with a network of professionals that help me succeed. The Army National 
Guard’s education benefits make getting a higher education a reality. Being an Army National Guard soldier makes living and 
serving in my community more rewarding every day. Learn more about how you too can live and serve part time close to 
home by visiting national guard.com. 
 
PSA RECORDED: Army National Guard - Ready 10/1-10/30 
The Army National Guard plays a vital role in your community. We’re On the front lines supporting essential personnel, first 
responders, law enforcement, and medical professionals. Delivering food, supplies, and medicine. Keeping communities safe. 
Making a difference. During emergencies, we’re always ready- Always there. Learn more about part time service by visiting 
national guard.com.  
 
PSA Recorded: Army National Guard – Family 10/1-10/30 
In the Army National Guard, family means everything.  
“Our parents they're really supportive that all five of us with joy I got my education because of The Guard. I got to travel a 
little bit and experience a whole different culture. It helped me get my job. It helped pay for my house.” 

Serving part time in the Army National Guard instills pride that you and your family will share. Visit  nationalguard.com to 
learn more about part-time service. 

PSA Recorded: Army National Guard - Lifestyle 10/1-10/30 
Being in the Army National Guard is about more than serving your country. It's about being there for your community when 
your neighbors need you most. The Army National Guard makes college affordable and serving part time can help you 
graduate debt-free. Do you want to stay close to friends and family? The National Guard allows you to serve close to home. 
Serving part time in the army national guard lets you have the life you want. Learn more by visiting National guard.com. 
 
 
 
 



POVERTY/HOMELESSNESS/FOOD INSECURITY 
News & Views for 10-4-20 
Guest: North Carolina Housing Coalition policy director Pamela Atwood 
One of the most pernicious impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and the recession it has spawned is a growing plague of 
evictions and homelessness. Across the nation, millions of people continue to find themselves out of work and, as a 
result, unable to make their rent or mortgage payments. Last month, in response to the crisis, the Centers for Disease 
Control issued a national moratorium on evictions through the end of the year that should provide some relief. 
Unfortunately, as we found out earlier this week during a conversation with North Carolina Housing Coalition Policy 
Director Pamela Atwood, it takes some doing for average folks to take advantage of the moratorium and even if they 
succeed, the relief provided won’t last long. 
 
News & Views for 12-6-2020 
Guest: Lindsay Tomlinson of the Food Bank of Central and Eastern North  
One of the most vexing impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic and the economic recession it has spawned is North 
Carolina’s growing hunger crisis. As we head into the holiday season, the latest numbers show that a shocking 
percentage of North Carolinians of all ages are having trouble getting enough food to eat.  
Earlier this week, we got a chance to learn more about the scope and scale of this crisis, what one extremely important 
nonprofit is doing about it, and what you can do to help when we talked with the Manager of Strategic Gifts for the Food 
Bank of Central & Eastern North Carolina, Lindsay Tomlinson. Issues discussed: hunger, SNAP benefits, economic 
hardships during the COVID pandemic. 
 
 


