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Area News News 7/15/2009 11:50p.m.
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School News 8/6/2009 11:50p.m.
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Standard & Poor's Rating Services has raised the credit
rating for the city of Branson from BBB+ to A. Branson
was one of only four cities in Missouri and 88 cities and
counties in the midwest to receive this upgrade in
ratings. Lori Helle, Branson's finance director, says the
increase in Bransen's credit rating by 8 & P will be
advantageous to the city when it comes to issuing and
selling bonds for important capital improvement
projects. It will also give the city a more favorable
interest rate on the bonds, which in turn benefits
taxpayers.

Branson entertainer Mickey Gilley's is recovering from a
fall and subseguent surgery last week. A statement
from Mickey Gilley Interest, Inc. says the surgery was a
success and Gilley is expected to make a full recovery.
Gilley is receiving further treatment at a Houston, TX
medical facility. His performance schedule in Branson
in on hold, but a spokesman from his theater on
Highway 76 said Thursday that Gillay plans to return to
the stage on August 1st.

of eight from Ash Grove, Missouri to receive a new
home. The Hamptons live on West Farm Road 94 in
Greene county, where a site for spectators will be apen
from Thursday morning through next Wednesday from 8
a.m. until 8 p.m. If you'd like to watch the new home go
up, admission is a canned focd item for donation to
register this weekend. It's time again for the Missouri
Sales Tax Holiday. From midnight on Friday, August 7th
through Sunday, August 9th the state's 4 percent sales
tax will not apply to certain items including clothing,
school supplies, and computers. While shoppers won't
have fo pay the state sales tax, city and county sales
taxes may still apply if your community has opted out of
the program
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been confirmed in Taney County. Two teenagers came
down with symptoms and their parents took them to the
doctor. The confirmation was made Monday, but by the
time that confirmation of the H1-N1 virus was made in
the Taney County teens -- they had already recovered.
Health Department Epidemiologist Robert Niezoda says

Commission was sentenced last week fol!owmg an
Alford plea to charges of stealing funds from the Taney
County Animal Control facility. Twenty-eight year old
Christy Teel was sentenced to to five years of
supervised probation, 100 hours of community service,
and ordered to pay restitution of nearly 7-thousand
dollars. Teel was charged last Apl‘ll with takmg cash

the Taneycomo Bridge prolect on Business 65 between
Branson and Hollister. Those plans will be reviewed
next week in Jefferson City. MoDOT's Chad Zickefoose
updated area officials on the project Thursday. The
final plans for the rehab of the existing bridge are in
Jefferson City as well. That bridge will be re-worked
once the new bridge is opened to traffic, A pre-bid
meeting is going to be held September 23rd in
Springfield. Bids will be taken October 23rd.

The U.S. Secret Service has been in Harrison-Arkansas
to take possession of some funny money. In a couple
of instances, police received reports of bogus 20-dollar
bills showing up. Police Captain Paul Woodruff says
one came through a bank depaosit from a business, and
in another case a clerk at a convenience store
discovered a fake bill by using one of those special
markers designed to turn the ink a different color if the
bill is counterfeit. Police are asking merchants to keap
their eyes peeled for more fake bills.
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The Village of Indian Point staff will have new office
space soon, and residents of Indian Point will have a
new community buflding. A bond passed by Indian Point
voters a few years ago is funding construction of the
new facility at the intersection of John The Diver and
fndian Peint Road. This week footings are being poured
and the main walls are being constructed. The building
will also house the village police department.

right here in Branson. Silver Dollar City was named the
"Friendliest Park” in the international amusement
industry. The 12th annaul "Golden Ticket Awards” were
handed out in California, by the Amusement Today
newspaper. Silver Dolfar City General manager Brad
Thomas accepted the award, which is the park’s first
number one honor in a major category. SDC was also
awarded second place in the Christmas Event and Food

The 36th annual Auvlumn Daze festival is underway with
more than 150 crafters from across the country bringing
in hand made items to downtown Branson. The festival
aims to keep old fashioned crafting traditions alive. The
event runs through Sunday in the Awberry parking lot on
the corner of Commercial and Aflantic. Autumn Daze is
sponsored by the Downtown Branson Main Street
Association and will be open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
through Saturday and from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday

Skaggs Reglonal Medical Center hosted its 12th annual
drive-through flu shot clinic Saturday, with nurses
administering 760 shots in a two hour period. The line
of cars proved just how many people are heeding the
advice of health care professionals when it comes to the
flu. Skaggs madical persone! made it clear this vaccine
was for the standard seasonal flu, and not the H1N1
virus, The Taney County Health Depariment wili be
coordinating the H1N1 vaccinations when they become
available.
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