
QUARTERLY ISSUES/ PROGRAMS LIST
4th QUARTER 2020, October through December

The following is a listing of some of the significant issues responded to by Ozark Mountain 
Media Group, and The Vacation Channel, in Branson, MO along with the most significant 
programming treatment of those issues for the 10/01/2020 to 12/31/2020. The listing is by no 
means exhaustive. The order in which the issues appear does not reflect any priority or 
significance. 

DESCRIPTION OF 
ISSUE

PROGRAM DATE TIME DURATION NARRATION OF /DESCRIPTION OF 
SEGMENT

COVID-19 Testing 
Resumes at Taney 
County Health 
Department.

Today in 
Branson

December 
31, 2020

Every 
Hour

Approximately 
3 Minutes

The testing program began in December at the 
Taney County Health Department has resumed 
after a break for Christmas.

Testing is available weekdays through next 
Friday (January 8) through the work of the 
Missouri Disaster Medical Assistance Team.

The tests are available by appointment weekdays 
from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.

To make an appointment, call 417-334-4544 EXT 
590.

Thursday Deadline for 
Phase 3 of CARES Act 
Funding in Taney 
County.

Today in 
Branson

December 
30, 2020

Every 
Hour

Approximately 
3 Minutes

Thursday is the deadline entities in Taney County 
to make an application for Phase 3 of CARES Act 
Funding.

According to a release on the Branson/Lakes 
Area Chamber of Commerce Web Site, local 
governments, public entities, political 
subdivisions, non-profits, and small businesses 
will be eligible to apply for reimbursement for 
the period of March 1, 2020, through December 
30, 2020. Small business may also apply for funds 
for direct costs and expenses incurred due to the 
COVID-19 Pandemic for safety such as cleaning 
and personal protective equipment.  So please 
exercise caution in the next few weeks.

If you are a high-risk individual, it is advised that 
you limit your contact with public spaces and 
groups of people.



Hutchison Extends 
COVID Emergency 
Declaration Two 
Months.

Today in 
Branson

December 
30, 2020

Every 
Hour

Approximately 
3 Minutes

Arkansas Gov. Asa Hutchinson on Tuesday 
extended his coronavirus emergency declaration 
by another two months as the state reported a 
record one-day spike in deaths and a new high in 
hospitalizations from COVID-19.

Hutchinson has used his emergency powers to 
impose restrictions, including a statewide mask 
mandate, to combat the pandemic. The 
emergency declaration was first issued in March 
and was set to expire at the end of the month.

The state reported Tuesday that 66 more people 
died from COVID-19, the illness caused by the 
virus, bringing Arkansas� total fatalities since the 
pandemic began to 3,603. Tuesday�s death toll 
was the state�s highest since the previous record 
set just last week, when it reported 58 new 
deaths Dec. 21.

Arkansas’ virus cases rose by 2,718 to 219,246. 
The number of people hospitalized rose by six, 
pushing the state’s hospitalizations to a new high 
of 1,161.

Christian County COVID 
Testing Site Closes, 
Others Still Open.

Today in 
Branson

December 
30, 2020

Every 
Hour

Approximately 
3 Minutes

A COVID-19 testing site hosted by the Christian 
County Emergency Management is closing its 
facility. Organizers say the demand for the site 
has diminished with so many other testing sites 
opening.

According to a press release, there has been a 20 
to 25% “no-show” rate and weather is now 
playing a part.

Organizers say they are not sure when or if they 
will reopen the site. It will depend on if the 
demand increases and if the facility will have 
enough staffing.

There are several test sites open in the region 
through the e-True North Pharmacy System. 
Some in the Lakes Region and immediate 
surrounding regions include the Country Mart 
Pharmacy in Forsyth, Price Cutter Pharmacies in 
Hollister and Aurora along with Hixson Drug in 
Ozark.

Missouri School District 
Rankings Released by 
Niche

Today in 
Branson

December 
29, 2020

Every 
Hour

Approximately 
5 Minutes

2020 has almost come to an end, and now Niche 
is looking forward to 2021 by releasing its list of 
the year’s best school districts in Missouri.



The top three school districts listed are in St. 
Louis County. The fourth school district listed is 
Blue Springs R-IV which is just east of Kansas 
City.

The top southwest Missouri School District in the 
ranking is Ozark, which comes in at 17th while 
the top Lakes Area School District is Branson, 
which ranks 19th.

According to information posted on the Niche 
Website, the Best School Districts ranking is 
based on analysis of key statistics and of reviews 
from students and parents using data from the 
U.S. Department of Education. Ranking factors 
include state test scores, college readiness, 
graduation rates, SAT/ACT scores, teacher 
quality, public school district ratings, and more.

Where do tourists need 
to go, to get amazing 
food around Branson?

Branson’s 
Big Bite

Every Day Every 
Hour

5:00 Join Perry “Porkchop” Harper as he visits the 
best local restaurants around Branson!  Our host 
interviews local restaurant owners and tries to 
get the genuine story of each unique business.  
Each restaurant guides Porkchop through 
creating their signature dish, and every episode 
ends with the “Big Bite” taste test finale!

What’s the story behind 
Branson and its 
numerous 
shows/attractions?

In the Studio 
with [X]

Every Day Every 
Hour

5:00 Our hosts interview local Branson headliners, 
showrunners, and influential individuals.  From a 
cousin of Elvis to a British singer-turned-real-
estate-mogul, this show finds interesting people 
around Branson and gives them a chance to tell 
their story, their way.

Where can tourists go to 
experience the natural 
beauty of the Ozarks?

Everything 
Outdoors

Every Day Every 
Hour

5:00 Host Bucky Heard guides viewers in a tour 
around the Ozarks region, from Silver Dollar City 
to Lake Taneycomo, we cover the best outdoor 
activities Branson and Hollister have to offer.

What’s going on in 
Branson, when we don’t 
want to bring the kids?

Branson 
After Hours

Every 
Week

Every 
Hour

7:30 Join a rotating cast of hosts as they give a 
detailed breakdown on what’s happening around 
Branson, targeted to a crowd without little ones.  
Our hosts detail happy hours, live band 
performances, and celebration events happening 
each week in Branson.  Whether you’re taking a 
well-deserved break, or you’re just a night owl, 
Branson After Hours has you covered.



Where are the best 
stores and shops around 
Branson?

Shopping in 
Branson

Every Day Every 
Hour

5:00 Join our hosts for an in-depth tour of the 
amazing shopping choices around Branson!  We 
cover local distributors of well-know brands, as 
well as hand-crafted artisan stores.  No matter 
what you’re looking for, Shopping in Branson has 
the answer! 

What’s going on in 
Branson and the 
Ozarks?

Today in 
Branson

Every Day Every 
Hour

Variable Each day, Alex Webster brings you the important 
information you need to know to live 
comfortably around the area.  Our host covers 
traffic issues, health concerns, new show and 
attractions, local government, and anything else 
that a citizen of the area would need to know.


