
                         QUARTERLY ISSUES 2nd Q 2021 

               NOTE: Colorado Matters airs weekdays at 9am & 7pm 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 
 

April 1, 2021; Vaccines & Masks; Colorado Poet Laureate’s Message About Gun 

Violence 

 
Updating the fight against COVID-19 in Colorado, from expanded vaccine eligibility to 
when the statewide mask mandate might end. Then, perspective on a deadly winter in 
Colorado's backcountry. Also, Colorado's poet laureate reflects on the gun violence 
discussions now gripping the country. And focusing a 'Native Lens' on Indigenous 
stories. 
 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Guns; Gun control 

 

DATE & TIME: 4/2/21 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY: Colorado gun owners are gearing up to fight possible new 

restrictions lawmakers are discussing after a gunman killed ten people in Boulder. 

Preliminary discussions are underway for a statewide assault weapons ban, but even 

among some Democrats it’s controversial. CPR’s Bente Birkeland has more.  
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COLORADO MATTERS 
 

April 2, 2021: Tom Vilsack On Ag Trade And Climate Change; A Country 

Music Pandemic Escape 

 
Tom Vilsack on agricultural issues facing Colorado, including broadband access and 
wildfire support. Then, business leaders are optimistic about the future. Also, a 
Colorado woman honors her nephew with a name change. Plus, we remember former 
Colorado Supreme Court Chief Justice Mary Mullarkey. And, some country to round out 
your pandemic escape playlist. 
 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 
 

April 5, 2021: Guns & Colorado Law; Memorial Poem; State’s First Muslim 

Lawmaker 

 
CPR investigative reporter Ben Markus answers questions about gun laws in Colorado. 
Then, Rep. Iman Jodeh on her priorities and on being the state's first Muslim lawmaker. 
Plus, preserving the memorial in Boulder and a special poem. Also, voting on marijuana 
in Grand Junction. And the other time masks and social distancing were part of life in 
Colorado. 
 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 
 

April 6, 2021: Colorado’s Redistricting Hurdles; A Nurse On The Pandemic’s 

Highs and Lows 

 
Delays with the 2020 Census are having a domino effect on Colorado's timeline to 
redistrict. Then, a nurse who volunteers to help people stay safe from COVID-19. Also, 
how the pandemic manifests itself in the mental health of students. Plus, the new City 
Cast Denver podcast debuts, and the remarkable comeback story of Rockies pitcher 
Daniel Bard. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 
 

April 7, 2021: What Moving The All-Star Game To Denver Means For The State 

And Politics 

 
Moving the All-Star game to Denver isn’t just an economic boost for a state coming out 
of the pandemic — it’s also a statement on the politics of voting. Then the Purplish team 
discusses bills currently before the General Assembly that are flying under the radar. 
Plus, the climate impact of growing cannabis indoors. 
 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 
 

April 8, 2021: Fighting Future Pandemics; Teaching Students ‘Media Literacy’ 

 
Colorado’s transit systems could get a major upgrade in coming years. Then, 
researchers at Colorado State University are working on vaccines to fight future 
pandemics. Plus, an effort to teach "media literacy" in Colorado schools. Plus, Denver 
sculptor Ed Dwight is honored with a namesake asteroid. And Fort Collins poet Jodie 
Hollander's outdoor inspiration. 
 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 
 

April 9, 2021: Gov. Polis On Vaccines, Guns And Transportation; Remembering 

Mike Farley 

 
Gov. Jared Polis joins us for our regular conversation. We ask about masks, vaccines, 
gun policy, transit, and more. Then, the Farley family remembers their patriarch, Mike, 
one of the first Coloradans to die of COVID-19. Plus, the economic revitalization of the 
area around Coors Field with continued construction and the return of pedicabs. 
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COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Education; Mental health 

 

DATE & TIME:  4/9/21 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:  Coming back from spring break, teachers across Colorado are 

focused on how they’ll get through to the end of the year – a year that’s taken an 

extreme toll on their mental health. CPR education reporter Jenny Brundin visits 

with two teachers in the Jefferson County School District who sought help. 

  

 

COLORADO MATTERS 
 

April 12, 2021: Exploring The Data That Informs Gun Policy; A ‘Bowed Piano’ 

Pioneer 

 
We explore the data and research into gun violence that inform gun policy with Dan 
Gorenstein and the podcast, “Tradeoffs.” Then, two teachers talk about how they’ll get 
through the school year after the pandemic’s extreme toll on their mental health. And, 
we remember Stephen Scott, a pioneer of the bowed piano. 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Environment; Electric vehicles 

 

 

DATE & TIME:  4/12/21 @ 7:45am & 4:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:  This summer, electric car company Rivian will start delivering its first trucks and 

SUVs. The company plans to build a network of chargers -- just for its own -- luxury -- vehicles. 

CPR’s Sam Brasch has the story of one Colorado mayor (Salida) -- and why he pushed back. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 
 

April 13, 2021: Prison Head Walks In Inmate’s Shoes; Book On How Racism 

Sticks With Kids 

 
When Colorado's head of corrections read a former inmate’s monologue, he said it hit 
him in the gut. The story recounted the challenges of being locked up. Then, the COVID 
outbreak at the El Paso County jail. And, a new children's book about how racism sticks 
with kids, even when it’s unintended. Also, Purplish explores the challenges of 
redistricting. 
 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Pandemic; Jail population 

 

DATE & TIME:  4/12/21 @ 8:44am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:  The El Paso County Jail is the state’s largest — and it's gotten more federal 

money than any other to try to keep guards and inmates safe during the pandemic .. but those 

efforts weren’t enough to prevent a massive outbreak there last fall. CPR Justice Reporter Allison 

Sherry looked into what happened. 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Public lands; Department of the Interior 

 

DATE & TIME:  4/14/21 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:  There are couple of federal agencies that have an outsized influence in Colorado. 

In a state where almost a third of the land is public land, the Interior Department is one of 

those. The department and its various agencies oversees national parks, Indian affairs, mining, 

wildlife and more.  CPR"s Caitlyn Kim reports that with new leadership and a new administration, 

Coloradans are expecting some major policy shifts. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 
 

April 14, 2021: Can You Still Get COVID If You’re Vaccinated?; A 

Breakthrough In Physics 

 
Dr. Ken Lyn-Kew from National Jewish in Denver explains the halt of Johnson & 
Johnson vaccines and why it's still possible to catch coronavirus even if vaccinated. 
Then, the future of a railway connecting the Front Range. Plus, how muons are rewriting 
physics and our understanding of the universe. And, remembering Colorado Peaches 
coach Gail Klock. 
 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 
 

April 15, 2021: The Intersection Of Racism And Poverty On The Path Toward 

Solutions 

 
Today on a special episode of Colorado Matters, a discussion hosted by the Vail 
Symposium about the deep roots of racism and inequality in the United States. CPR’s 
Jo Ann Allen talks with author and entrepreneur Wes Moore. The discussion was 
recorded Thursday, April 8, 2021, before this week’s protests in Minnesota. 
 

 
 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Medicine; Rural America 

 

DATE & TIME:  4/15/21 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:  Recent research led by the University of Colorado says the state’s 

medical workforce is facing a crisis-level shortage in primary care doctors. It’s a 

problem that’s particularly pronounced in rural areas, which have had trouble 

recruiting doctors for decades. CPR’s Dan Boyce tells us the research suggests 

medical schools are overestimating the number of graduates available to take 

those jobs. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 
 

April 16, 2021: Remembering Justice Gregory Kellam Scott; Teen Finds T-Rex 

Tooth 

 
Tracking the pandemic’s impact on STIs in Colorado. Also, Purplish explores the public 
health option. Then, retired judge Gary Jackson remembers his friend and trailblazer, 
Colorado Supreme Court Justice Gregory Kellam Scott. And, opening a comedy club 
during a pandemic is no joke. Finally, a Westminster teen finds a T-Rex tooth on a walk. 
 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 
 

April 19, 2021: Colorado’s Wildfire Season Is Now A Year; Celebrating 

Pandemic Hospitality 

 
Colorado's wildfire season is now a wildfire year. Members of CPR's climate team 
provide context about the outlook. Plus, how new leadership in the Interior Department 
might impact Colorado's land. Also, celebrating hospitality workers who've helped made 
the pandemic more bearable. And reflecting on the legacy of Selena. 
 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 
 

April 20, 2021: The Growing Need For Diapers; Making History On Mars 

 
The pandemic has highlighted the “hidden need” for diapers. Plus, fighting 
misinformation about the COVID-19 vaccine and outreach. Then, making history on 
Mars with a nod to the Wright Brothers. Also, remembering a Colorado climber who 
lived "On the Edge of the Map." And, bringing music to the Botanic Gardens. 
 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 
 

April 21, 2021: ‘Policing In America Is In Crisis’ As Accountability Work 

Continues After The Verdict 

 
What will the guilty verdict in the trial of Derek Chauvin do to address systemic racism 
and police reform? Plus, the psychological impact of living with ongoing fear and 
mistrust. Then, the winner of NPR's college podcast challenge, a student from Colorado 
College. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 
 

April 22, 2021: Rethinking And Reforming The Role Of Police 

 
We update the case as new charges are brought against the suspect in the Boulder 
King Soopers shooting. Then, how the Aurora Police Accountability Task Force is 
working toward reform and rebuilding trust with the community, and how that compares 
to national efforts. Plus, author David Heska Wanbli Weiden’s “Winter Counts,” a 
Colorado Book Award finalist. 
 

 
 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Mental health; Pandemic; Veterans affairs 

 

DATE & TIME:  4/22/21 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

   SUMMARY:  Like a lot of organizations, the pandemic has shifted much of the 

work with the Office of Veterans Affairs online. It's changed the way veterans access 

health services... and for some who might already be experiencing isolation and 

other challenges, this wasn't the easiest change. KRCC's Elena Rivera reports on how 

veterans have created community and weathered the pandemic through virtual 

support programs. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 
 

April 23, 2021: Lawmakers Who Are Veterans Weigh In On Withdrawal From 

Afghanistan 

 
Congressman Jason Crow of Aurora and state Rep. David Ortiz of Littleton reflect on 
their service in the 20-year war in Afghanistan and how to move forward. Then, it’s 
Oscar weekend, so we revisit our interviews with Lee Isaac Chung, whose film "Minari" 
is up for six awards, and Tia Fuller, the saxophonist in Pixar's "Soul." which is 
nominated for three. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 
 

April 26, 2021: Grief And Healing After A Trying Year; Dancer-Turned-Cop 

Finds New Rewards 

 
We’ve had a lot of bad news this year but a faith leader says it’s time to grieve and heal. 
We hear her meditation read by Coloradans from different walks of life. Also, a dancer 
who became a police officer talks about being Black during a time of racial strife. Then, 
pushback against the rights of transgender children. And, Colorado’s role in the Oscars. 
 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 
 

April 27, 2021: Pandemic PTSD: Understanding Stress & Looking For Solutions 

 
What does your pandemic stress look like, if you close your eyes and imagine it? On a 
special Colorado Matters, we explore how anxiety has increased in the past year, even 
to the levels of becoming post-traumatic stress disorder. We look toward solutions for 
coping and overcoming. 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Unemployment; Technology 

 

DATE & TIME:  4/27/21 @7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:  High-tech changes to the unemployment system are leaving older and lower-

income people struggling for help. CPR’s Andrew Kenney explains how the digital divide is 

making the unemployment crisis worse. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 
 

April 28, 2021: Reaching Herd Immunity In Colorado; Updated Mask 

Guidelines 

 
State Epidemiologist Dr. Rachel Herlihy explains where Colorado is on the path to herd 
immunity and CPR's John Daley updates the CDC’s mask guidelines. Also, Purplish 
explores the state's housing crisis. Finally, Leisle Chung reflects on her time at the 
Oscars with her brother, Lee Isaac Chung, director of "Minari," and the film's impact on 
their family. 
 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Immigration 

 

DATE & TIME:  4/28/21 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:  Young immigrants have been trying to get a pathway to citizenship in the U.S. 

for many years. Now, even the program that offers these Dreamers some protection, called 

DACA, is in limbo. DACA actually has roots in Denver. CPR’s Rachel Estabrook revisits the young 

people who helped create it … and explains how their quest continues today. 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Marijuana industry; teen mental health 

 

DATE & TIME:    4/29/21 @ 5:50pm 

 

SUMMARY:   There’s growing concern about teens getting access to extremely 

potent marijuana, and the troubles that may follow. Colorado may consider 

policies for products with the highest levels of THC. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 
 

April 29, 2021: Can ‘Basic Income’ End Poverty? & Students’ Documentaries 

Get Personal 

 
The Denver Basic Income Project will spend a year researching the impact providing 
money for rent and other basics might have on people experiencing homelessness. 
Then, is marijuana becoming too potent? Plus, two students are honored for their 
documentaries dealing with mental health and loss. And students design a home that's 
completely electric. 
 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 
 

April 30, 2021: Examining Restraint In Schools; Black BBQ History In ‘Black 

Smoke’ 

 
Chalkbeat Reporter Melanie Asmar talks about the use of physical restraint on young 
children in schools. Then, Girl Scout Julia Trujillo explains her fight for student access to 
free menstrual products. 
 

COLORADO MATTERS 
 

May 3, 2021: Investigating Police Use Of Prone Restraint; Unfinished Pandemic 

Projects 

 
9News Investigative Reporter Chris Vanderveen shares what he uncovered when it 
comes to police use of prone restraint. Then, Purplish explores the complexity of 
criminal justice reform. Plus, sharing unfinished pandemic projects and why it's okay 
they're incomplete! Also, working to overcome a rural doctor shortage. And music 
returns to the Botanic Gardens. 
 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 
 

May 4, 2021: Amache Survivor Hopes For Historic Designation; Hunter Biden’s 

Recovery Story 

 
Former resident Carlene Tanigoshi Tinker and DU Professor Bonnie Clark talk about 
why the site of the Amache internment facility in Colorado should be preserved as a 
national historic site. Then, President Joe Biden’s son, Hunter, grappled with addiction 
for years. 
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COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Pandemic 

 

DATE & TIME:  5/4/21 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY:   It's been a few weeks since the Colorado State Fairgrounds opened as a mass 

vaccination site run by the Federal Emergency Management Agency. KRCC's Elena Rivera caught 

up with FEMA's Julie Brooks, who's stationed at an incident command post in a barn. She shared 

the site's goals and plans for the future. 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Pandemic; Education 

 

DATE & TIME: 5/5/21 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY: Before the pandemic hit, staff at Mitchell High school in Colorado Springs wanted 

to form deeper connections with students and families--many of whom live in low income 

households. So while sticking with traditional parent teacher conferences, they also began 

meeting with folks in their homes. And as KRCC's Abigail Beckman reports, although COVID-19 

has made things a bit more complicated, the parent-teacher home visit program has carried 

on… 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 
 

May 5, 2021: Colorado’s New GOP Chair Plans For 2022; Examining 

Washington’s Public Option 

 
Kristi Burton Brown is the new chair of the Colorado Republican Party and she's 
focused on the 2022 election. Then, how a plan for a public option in Colorado 
compares to a system in Washington. Plus, Tandoori Kitchen's service stands out 
during the pandemic. Also, finalist Aidyn Reid sees poetry everywhere she goes. And, 
the next Spirituals Project song. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 
 

May 6, 2021: The DREAM Continues 20 Years Later; Grappling With History 

Of KKK In Denver 

 
Twenty years ago, Congress first debated the DREAM Act. We'll reflect on the ongoing 
discussion about undocumented immigrants with two DACA recipients in Colorado. 
Then, addressing vaccine hesitancy. Also, how KKK Ledgers from the 1920s help 
explain inequities that exist today. Plus, low carbon farming. 
 

 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

May 7, 2021: Film Explores COVID & Aurora ICE Facility; Thai Food’s On 

‘The Kitchen Shelf’ 

 
A new film examines what the pandemic's been like inside the ICE facility in Aurora. Then, 

pandemic infighting in Douglas County. Also, Purplish looks at where some of the biggest bills 

of the session stand now, including transportation, guns and climate change. Plus, cooking up 

Thai food and local history in "The Kitchen Shelf." And, musician Rachel Baiman. 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Ranching and farming; Transgender communities 

 

 

DATE & TIME: 5/7/21 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

 

SUMMARY: The transgender owners of a sheep and alpaca ranch near the small 

town of Westcliffe are putting up a six-foot fence around their entire property 

following what they describe as regular harassment from people who don’t want 

them there. CPR's Dan Boyce says the Tenacious Unicorn Ranch has become a 

cultural flashpoint in deeply conservative Custer County. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 

 

May 10, 2021: Policing & Dementia; Expanding Arts For Kids Of Color 

 
An incident in Loveland involving a woman with dementia highlights the need for police training 

and awareness. Then, a ranch that's become a cultural flashpoint. Also, Denver arts educator 

Ilaseia Gray on her experiences as a Black actress and her hope to expand the arts for children 

of color. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

May 11, 2021: CU’s President Resigns; A Farmer Turned Author With ‘Site 

Fidelity’ 

 
What’s next for CU as President Mark Kennedy moves on. Then, what the post-pandemic office 

might look like. And, an Aurora singer earns another chance on “The Voice.” Plus, author Claire 

Boyles’ debut story collection. Also, a Colorado Springs high school where employees must 

reapply. Finally, Bruce Randolph Jr. carried on his legendary father’s legacy. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

May 12, 2021: Colorado Implements Digital IDs; Exploring New Financial 

Literacy Standards 

 
Colorado's new digital IDs could save time and lives during traffic stops. Then, CPR's Bente 

Birkeland explains immigration bills in the General Assembly. Plus, lawmakers and advocates 

discuss new financial literacy standards for high schoolers. Also, students are fighting back 

against sexual violence. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

May 13, 2021: The Rift Among Republicans; What To Know About The 

COVID-19 Vaccine & Kids 

 
A group of Republicans wants the GOP to reform and embrace clear principles or they may 

consider creating a new political party. Then, what parents need to know now that children 12 

and older can get vaccinated against COVID-19. Plus, creating energy from the sewers. And 

"On Something" is back to explore the connection between cannabis and social justice. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 

 

May 14, 2021: Connecting Across The Continental Divide; The Symbolism Of 

Aprons 

 
Two Colorado writers forged a friendship in isolation by becoming pen pals. They talk about 

place, politics, and the pandemic. Plus, the Apron Chronicles explores what aprons mean in 

American society and culture. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

May 17, 2021: ‘The Holly’ Explores Gang Warfare, Anti-Gang Efforts And 

Police Informants 

 
A new book called "The Holly" takes a deep dive into the history of turf wars between gangs in 

northeast Denver, efforts to stop the violence and police use of informants. We talk with author 

Julian Rubinstein. Then, Purplish explores the racial tension within the legislative session. 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

May 18, 2021: Colorado Artist Challenges Indigenous Stereotypes; ‘Going To 

Trinidad’ 

 
Artist Gregg Deal draws on stereotypes to break them down. The title of his exhibit, “Merciless 

Indian Savages,” comes straight from the Declaration of Independence. Then, the Southern 

Colorado town of Trinidad was known as the “Sex Change Capital of the World.” Author Martin 

Smith’s “Going to Trinidad” tells the story of pioneering surgeon Stanley Biber. 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

May 19, 2021: For Jordan Finegan, Victim Advocacy Runs In The Family 

 
Jordan Finegan, director of the Colorado Healing Fund, has been raising and allocating money 

for victims of the Boulder and Colorado Springs mass shootings. Then, Colorado painter Jordan 

Casteel talks about how her art connects her with people. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 

 

May 20, 2021: Understanding How Viruses Spread Through The Air To Stop 

The Next Pandemic 

 
Jose-Luis Jimenez is a professor of chemistry at the University of Colorado Boulder who studies 

how viruses like COVID-19 spread through the air. So what's been learned over the past year to 

prevent another pandemic? Then, we revisit the history of medicine with Dr. David Schneider 

and how it led to the quick development of COVID-19 vaccines. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

May 21, 2021: Colorado’s New State Veterinarian Has A Bigger Job Than You 

Might Think 

 
Colorado’s new state veterinarian is Dr. Maggie Baldwin. Her job includes monitoring animal 

diseases not only to protect the health of four-leggeds but to prevent sickness from spreading to 

humans. There’s a climate change angle to her work, too. 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

May 24, 2021: A Year After George Floyd’s Death, Rethinking Policing; Native 

Firefighting 

 
A year after an officer murdered George Floyd in Minneapolis, we hear from members of a 

community task force about their vision for how Denver could do less harm to people -- from 

more citizen oversight for cops to a safe injection site for IV drug users. Then, Indigenous 

students on a Native approach to fighting fires they say could quell future blazes. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

May 25, 2021: The Roots of Camping, From S’mores To Shelter To Protest 

 
CU Boulder historian Phoebe Young traces the history of camping from the Civil War to the 

Occupy Movement, exploring the booming recreation industry, the use of camping in protests, 

and the controversy over camping bans. Her new book is "Camping Grounds, Public Nature in 

American Life from the Civil War to the Occupy Movement." Then, a toxic cave. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 

 

May 26, 2021: Denver’s Police Chief On Reform, Violent Crime; Investigating 

Child Safety 

 
Denver Police Chief Paul Pazen talks about the spike in violence and police reform. Then, a 

Colorado Sun and 9News investigation into residential treatment centers show they aren't 

keeping vulnerable children safe. Plus, the pandemic in India is nowhere close to ending and 

hits close to home for thousands of Coloradans. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

May 27, 2021: ‘Systemic’ Explores Police Reform From Outside And Within 

 
What will it take to create real change when it comes to police reform? CPR’s new podcast 

"Systemic" explores that through first-person stories. Producer and host Jo Erickson joins us to 

talk about the project. Then, evictions during the pandemic have been relatively rare in Colorado 

thanks to protections for renters, but that may change in the months ahead. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

May 28, 2021: Sharing The Journeys Of ‘Back From Broken’ 

 
In a special episode of Colorado Matters, we share journeys of recovery and stories of hope. 

Stories of people who've come back from broken. That includes CPR's Vic Vela. His own 

journey is the inspiration behind CPR's podcast, "Back from Broken," which he created and 

hosts. 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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COLORADO MATTERS 

 

May 31, 2021: Stories of Extraordinary Service On Memorial Day 

 
On Memorial Day, stories of service that stand out: a battlefield birthday, an early trainer of 

Defense Department dogs, a World War II submariner, and women who served but weren't 

always welcome. Plus, the veteran who created the Honor Bell used at Fort Logan National 

Cemetery. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

June 1, 2021: Summer Camp’s Pandemic Evolution; Creating Air Awareness 

 
Camp Granite Lake near Golden welcomes back kids this summer. How will the pandemic 

change things? Plus, a final visit to "Room 132." Then, raising awareness about the air we 

breathe to stop the spread of COVID-19. Purplish looks at the final push at the state capitol. We 

hop on-board the California Zephyr, and kick off the next "Turn the Page" book event! 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

June 2, 2021: ‘Identity Capitalists’; Unraveling Roselawn’s Mystery 

 
A local scholar says identity capitalism now figures in the movement for racial justice and 

gender equality. Then, hundreds of Coloradans are hospitalized with COVID-19 and almost all 

are unvaccinated. Plus, why didn’t police collect more video at last summer’s protests? Then, a 

mysterious mass grave in Pueblo. And, Colorado music stars align. 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

June 3, 2021: Fentanyl Overdoses Rising In Colorado; COVID-19 And Domestic 

Violence 

 
Fatal overdoses from fentanyl, a synthetic opioid far stronger than heroin, occur more frequently 

in Colorado than the national average. A look at the factors behind the numbers and possible 

solutions. Then, advocates say the stresses and isolation of COVID-19 has made it even more 

challenging for victims of domestic violence to seek help 
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COLORADO MATTERS 

 

June 4, 2021: Do Vaccine Incentives Work?; Author Steven Dunn Lands 

Emerging Writers Award 

 
Immunization incentives include everything from drag queens to million dollar lotteries. Plus, 

acknowledging a nurse's excellent care. Then, an update on a year of sports betting. And, 

Denver author Steven Dunn on his time aboard a Navy submarine and why he says there's no 

such thing as improper English. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

June 7, 2021: Un-Whitewashing Denver’s Anti-Chinese Riot; The Story Of Black 

Cowboys 

 
A Denver group wants to replace a plaque in LoDo that they say inaccurately portrays the anti-

Chinese riot of 1880. Plus, how a century-old flood shaped Pueblo. Also, Sarah Maslin Nir 

celebrates Black cowboys in her book "Horse Crazy." Then, the General Assembly tackles 

disability website access. And, examining Doug Lamborn's constituent relations. 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

June 8, 2021: Coroner Sees ‘Vital Signs’ In His Community; Kids Put Emotions 

Into Words 

 
At the state’s busiest coroner’s office, Dr Leon Kelly identifies stressors that are killing people in 

his community. Then, prompted by the simple word “imagine,” students write about their 

feelings. And, memories of WWII internment camp Amache as it’s considered for designation as 

a national historic site. Plus, the founder of the Colorado National Monument. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 

 

June 9, 2021: Rebuilding Trust In USPS; Life After An Alzheimer’s Diagnosis 

 
Lawmakers passed hundreds of new laws this session, so what does that mean for Colorado 

moving forward? Then, newly appointed post office governor Amber McReynolds talks about 

restoring faith in the U.S. Postal Service. And, former University of Denver chancellor Rebecca 

Chopp shares her personal journey after being diagnosed with Alzheimer's. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

June 10, 2021: Sharing Space With Wildlife; Democrats Seek TABOR 

Workaround 

 
In Colorado, wildlife is part of the beauty of the place -- but there’s tension as urban areas grow. 

Then, the city of Fountain doesn’t have enough water. Plus, young climbers in the new film 

“Black Ice.” And, the state’s ambitious spending plans could be limited by the Taxpayer’s Bill of 

Rights. Also, Colorado’s newest International Dark Sky communities. 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

June 11, 2021: Updating Colorado’s Pandemic Fight; What Does It Mean To 

Abolish Policing? 

 
As Colorado marks a vaccination milestone, there's concern about a variant on the Western 

Slope. What does this mean for public health? Then, civil rights activist Elisabeth Epps reflects 

on a year of unrest, and points out there's a key difference between "abolishing police" and 

"abolishing policing." Plus, “The Gringa” is a Colorado Book Award finalist. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

June 14, 2021: Colorado’s Wildfire Extremes; Efforts To Make Juneteenth A 

National Holiday 

 
Colorado braces for what could be another summer of wildfires. Then, in Denver, organizers 

want to make Juneteenth a national holiday to teach people about slavery. Denver has one of 

the largest Juneteenth events in the country. And, "Systemic,” a new podcast from CPR, tells 

the story of one man's fight to reform policing after his cousin was killed. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 

 

June 15, 2021: Preserving Urban Wildlife; Addressing Colorado’s Behavioral 

Health Needs 

 
A first-of-its-kind designation will help preserve the Rocky Mountain Arsenal National Wildlife 

Refuge and make conservation more inclusive. Then, what wolf pups mean for reintroduction 

plans in Colorado. Also, understanding new resources to address behavioral health issues in 

the state. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

June 16, 2021: Where Are The Pollinators?; The Lost History Of Leadville’s 

Irish Miners 

 
We answer a Colorado Wonders question asking why there seem to be fewer pollinators like 

bees and butterflies this spring. Then, one community tries to go all electric to fight climate 

change. And, we explore the lost history of Irish miners in Leadville and the effort to make sure 

they're no longer forgotten. 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

June 17, 2021: Missing and Murdered Indigenous Relatives; Western 

Conservative Summit Returns 

 
The national spotlight on missing and murdered Indigenous Women is growing, via a grassroots 

effort to build community support and prevent violence. Then, the Western Conservative 

Summit returns to Denver this weekend. And, mixed messages for the new owners of the 

Gunnison Country Times. Plus, a Ride the Rockies bicyclist returns after a horrific accident. 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

June 18, 2021: Addressing Children’s Mental Health Crisis; Returning To The 

Turnverein 

 
Colorado is in the midst of a mental health crisis among children, and advocates and health 

care providers are trying to address it head on. Then, the dancing returns to the century-old 

Turnverein in Denver. And, R.L. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 

 

June 21, 2021: Celebrating Juneteenth With Spirituals 

 
Juneteenth is now a federal holiday and to mark the occasion, we present an encore of music 

that grew out of tremendous pain, but led to hope. The Spirituals Project Choir is based at the 

University of Denver's Lamont School of Music. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:   Schools and education; Kids mental health 

 

DATE & TIME:  6/11/21 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY: The Lockdown Drill Generation. It has nothing to do with the pandemic. It’s the 

generation of students that have had to participate in active shooter drills at school. 

Approximately 95% of schools practice what to do in case a shooter enters the school. But could 

these drills be done better and made less traumatic for kids? That’s what one Colorado Congress 

Member wants to find out. 
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COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Wildfires; Indigenous People / culture / traditions 

 

DATE & TIME: 5/18/21 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY: Last year’s wildfire season wreaked havoc on the state’s forests, but 

one group of Indigenous students from Denver has an idea about how their Native 

beliefs on fire suppression could help quell future blazes. CPR education reporter 

Jenny Brundin travelled with eighth graders from the American Indian Academy of 

Denver to the site of the historic Hayman fire, southwest of Denver. 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Sports betting; taxes 

 

DATE & TIME: 6/2/21 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 



SUMMARY: Colorado has closed the book on its first year of legalized sports 

betting. The state collected more than 6.6 million dollars in tax revenue. And the 

programs set to receive those funds will start to get them in the fall. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  History 

 

DATE & TIME:   6/3/21 @ 7:45am & 5:45pm 

 

SUMMARY: One hundred years ago today raging waters unleashed by torrential 

rains and snowmelt broke through Pueblo’s levees along the Arkansas River causing 

one of the deadliest and most destructive floods in Colorado history. It also helped 

shape the future of the city. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



COMMUNITY ISSUE:  History 

 

DATE & TIME:   6/4/21 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY: Nearly 140 years ago Irish immigrants traveled to Leadville for a shot 

at a better life. Many struggled and dies young, and were buried in an unmarked 

section of the town’s cemetery. One Colorado historian has made it his life’s work to 

uncover their stories. 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Big tech; Anti-trust laws 

 

DATE & TIME:   6/21/21 @ 8:45am & 5:44pm 

 

SUMMARY: If there’s one thing Democrats and Republicans in Washington DC 

agree on it’s that big tech companies need to be reigned in. A bipartisan group of 

lawmakers are pushing a package of bills to do just that. And helping to lead that 

fight are two Coloradans: Ken Buck and Joe Neguse. 

 

COMMUNITY ISSUE:  Gun laws 

DATE & TIME:   6/22/21 @ 7:45am & 5:44pm 

SUMMARY: State lawmakers passed an historic number of gun bills this year. But 

Democrats didn’t persue their most ambitious proposals as they have been before 

in their opposition. A report on the dynamics that shaped this year’s gun policy 

debates. 

 



COLORADO MATTERS 

 

June 22, 2021: Learning To Breathe Again – Colorado’s 1st COVID-19 Lung 

Transplant Recipient 

 
It started with cold symptoms late last year. It ended in a transplant. Bryan Raymond caught 

COVID-19 and is now learning to breathe again with a donor's lungs. He and his wife Trinity 

share their journey as he becomes the first COVID-19 patient to receive a lung transplant in 

Colorado 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

June 23, 2021: Surgeon On COVID Lung Transplant; New State Lawmaker On 

Government’s Role 

 
Dr. Robert Meguid, a cardiothoracic surgeon at the University of Colorado Hospital, describes 

the lung transplant that saved the life of a COVID-19 patient. Then, a new lawmaker from 

southern Colorado reflects on the role of government as a Republican in a Democratic-

controlled state legislature. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

June 24, 2021: Exploring Options For Colorado’s Upcoming Health Care Plan 

 
There's a lot riding on Colorado's new public option; but what does accountability look like, and 

will there be quality health care at a lower cost? Then, Reps. Ken Buck and Joe Neguse lead 

the fight to rein in big tech companies. Plus, we invite some book experts to give us their 

summer reading picks; navigating DIA and “responsibly sourced” natural gas. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

June 25, 2021: Arvada Mayor Reflects On Shooting; Rediscovering Playwright 

Mary Chase 

 
Mayor Marc Williams discusses the shooting that took place in Olde Town Arvada on Monday. 

Plus, the drought is drying up Lake Powell, an important reservoir for a lot of Western states. 
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COLORADO MATTERS 

 

June 28, 2021: Are I-70 Mudslides The New Normal?; Officers Face ‘Friend Or 

Foe’ Decisions 

 
Mudslides closed I-70 in Glenwood Canyon, and they may be a sign of things to come. Then, 

can training prepare officers to determine quickly if someone armed with a gun is a friend or a 

foe? Plus, we answer more Colorado Wonders questions about pollinators, from plants to 

pesticides. And the love story of a Denver philosopher whose wife died of cancer. 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

June 29, 2021: Investigating Pandemic Nursing Home Deaths in Colorado; 

Explaining UFOs 

 
At one point in the pandemic, the rate of nursing home deaths in Colorado was the worst in the 

nation. How did the state get to that point? CPR’s Ben Markus lifts the curtain on his 

heartbreaking investigation. Then, political spies in the American West. Plus, CU astronomer 

Doug Duncan on the recent UFO report. And a mouthwatering cookbook is back in print! 

 

COLORADO MATTERS 

 

June 30, 2021: Clearing The Air About Continuing To Wear Masks; Redrawing 

Colorado 

 
The World Health Organization urges vaccinated people to continue to wear masks. We talk 

with a leading Colorado pulmonologist about what to consider and what it means to stopping 

COVID-19. Then, Colorado's political landscape is being redrawn on both the state and federal 

level. And a coming out story 90 years in the making to mark Pride Month. 
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